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PREFACE. 


The following Memoirs are for the most part compiled 
from manuscripts preserved in the various archives of 
Eome. However, many particulars have been gathered 
from a short printed Italian Life of Dr. Plunket, written 
by the learned Oratorian, F. John Marangone, and given 
as an appendix to his “ Life of the Venerable Servant of 
God Buonsignore Cacciaguerra as also from various 
works relating to ecclesiastical history, or to the life of 
our martyred primate, published in Ireland. 

As the annals of our Church in the seventeenth centuiy 
are very imperfect, I have inserted in these Memoirs as 
many original documents as possible, trusting that they 
may throw light upon several points of the interesting 
history of that period, even though they interrupt the 
narrative. Many of these documents are particularly 
valuable, as placing before us not only a statement of 
the sufferings, but also a picture of the private life and 

* Rome, 1712, in 4to. 

* 


Digitized by Google 


VI 


PREFACE. 


virtues of those heroic men, who, in the days of perse- 
cution, preserved the sacred deposit of the faith, and 
handed it down to us in its integrity. 

As to the Appendix referred to in the notes, it is ready* 
for the press, and will appear in due time, if these 
Memoirs meet with the approbation of the public, but the 
present work is complete without it. 

The preliminary essay on the persecutions to which the 
Catholics of Ireland were subjected by the Puritans was 
deemed necessary, that the reader might be made acquainted 
with the sad desolation of the Irish Church, at the time 
when Dr. Plunket was chosen its chief pastor by the 
Holy See. In the words of a contemporary writer, “ Ire- 
land was no longer Ireland ; it had become a garden 
overrun with briars, a wilderness to be cultivated and 
reclaimed anew.” 

In concluding, I feel bound to express my gratitude, 
for their unvarying kindness, to the learned Prefects of the 
Koman Archives, and particularly to Monsignore Theiner, 
Archivist of the Vatican, the Very Reverend Prefect of 
the Barberini Library, and the Abbate Rosi, Prefect of 
the Archives of the S. Congregation de Propaganda 
Fide. 


INTRODUCTION 


TO THK 


lunkt, 

BEING 

AN ESSAY OX THE PERSECUTION OF THE IRISH CATHOLICS BY THE PURITAN 
PARLIAMENT AND CROMWELI-, FROM 1641 TO 1658. 
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General Proscription of the Irish Catholics by the Puntans. 

The persecution carried on by the Puritan Parliament and 
Cromwell against the Catholics of Ireland has scarcely a 
parallel in the history of the Church. No sooner had the 
Puritan faction become predominant in England than they 
resolved on the utter extermination of the Irish people, declar- 
ing that thus alone could Catholicity be rooted out from our 
island. In fact, this extermination of the Irish Catholics 
became a leading feature in their political programme. “ The 
Parliament party,” writes Lord Clarendon, “ had grounded their 
own authority and strength upon such foundations as were in- 
consistent with any toleration of the Roman Catholic religion, 
and even with any humanity to the Irish nation — and more 
especially to those of the old native extraction, the whole race 
whereof they had upon the matter sworn to extirpate.’ — 
History^ i., 215. 

As early as the 8th of December, 1641, an act was passed 
in Parliament to the effect that the Catholic Religion should 
never be tolerated in Ireland ; and in order to carry this act 
into execution, the Lords Justices issued the following order 
to the commander of the Irish forces: — 

“ It is resolved, that it is fit his Lordship do endeavour, with his 
Majesty’s forces, to slay and destroy all the said rebels, and their 
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adherents and relievers, by all the ways and means he may ; and bum, 
destroy, spoil, waste, consume, and demolish all the places, towns, 
and houses where the said rebels are or have been relieved and har- 
boured, and all the hay and corn there, and kill and destroy all the 
men there inhabiting able to bear arms.’^ 

All the subsequent acts of Parliament and orders of the 
Chief Justices are dictated in the same sanguinary strain. As 
an instance we may cite the enactment by the Lords and Com- 
mons of England on 24th of October, 1644: “ that no quarter 
shall he given to any Irishman^ or to any papist horn in Ireland." 
The writers of the party were animated by the same extermin- 
ating spirit; and, tliough the soul shudders at the recital, we 
shall present an extract from one of the political pamphlets of 
the period, that the reader may fully appreciate the virulence 
of the Puritan hatred against the Catholics of Ireland : — 

“ I beg upon my hands and knees that the expedition against them 
may be undertaken whilst the hearts and hands of our soldiery are hot, 
to whom I will be bold to say, briefly : ‘ happy is he that shall reward 
them as they have served us ; and cursed is he that shall do the work 
of the Lord negligently. Cursed be he that holdeth back his sword 
from blood ; yea, cursed be he that maketh not his sword stark drunk 
with Irish blood — that maketh them not heaps upon heaps, and their 
country a dwelling-place for dragons, an astonishment to nations. 
Let not that eye look for pity nor that hand be spared that pities or 
spares them; and let him be accursed that curseth them not bitterly.’ ” — 
See longer extract in O' ConnelCs Memoir, page 346. 

It would be tedious to enter into full details of the cruel 
extermination by which the army in Ireland sought to carry 
into effect the desires of their English masters. The whole 
liistory of their sanguinary career may be well compendiated 
in the words of the Protestant historian, Borlase, “ the orders 
of Parliament were excellently well executed.” — Hist of Reh., 
page 62, Leland and Warner refer to the letters of the 
Lords Justices themselves for the fact, that the soldiers “slew 
all persons promiscuously, not sparing even the women.” And 
Dr. Nalson, another Protestant historian, appeals to the testi- 
mony of officers who served in the Parliamentary army, “ that 
no manner of compassion or discrimination was shown either 
to age or sex.” Lord Ossory, too, himself a bitter enemy of 
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the Catholics, in a letter to Ormond, informs him how the 
Puritan Lord President of Munster “ caused innocent and 
guilty to be alike executed and commemorates some instances 
of barbaric cruelty for which we would seek in vain a parallel 
in the fiercest persecutions of paganism. 

One of their officers, named Tichburne, who commanded in 
Dundalk, in 1642, was able to boast that in his district “ there 
was neither man nor beast to be found in sixteen miles between 
the two towns of Drogheda and Dundalk, nor on the other 
side of Dundalk, in the county of Monaghan, nearer than 
Carrickmacross.”* A Protestant dignitary. Dean Bernard, 
describing the same scene, wrote : “ By the death of so many 
men about us, having their houses and all their provisions 
either burnt or drawn hither, the dogs only surviving are 
found very usually feeding upon their masters; which taste 
of man’s flesh made it very dangerous for the passengers in 
the roads, who have been often set upon by these mastiffs, till 
we were careful to kill them also.” — Page 109. 

Another officer. Sir William Cole, who commanded in a few 
counties of the North, slew in a short period, as Borlase informs 
us, together with 2,400 swordsmen, “ seven thousand of the 
vulgar sort.” (Hist page 112). And the same historian adds, 
(page 113) that “ after this manner did the English fight in the 
other quarters.” 

When in May, 1642, the Earl of Clanrickard induced the 
citizens of Galway to submit once more, and took them under 
the king’s protection, he received a reprimand from the Lords 
Justices, declaring that he should have prosecuted them “ with 
fire and sword.” Moreover, to prevent like clemency for the 
future, “ they issued a general order to the commanders of 
all garrisons, not to j.Tesume to hold any correspondence or 
treaty with any of the Irish papists dwelling or residing in 
any place near or about their garrisons, or to give protection, 
immunity, or dispensation from spoil, burning, or other prosecu- 
tion of war to any of them, but to prosecute all such rebels with 
fire and sword, according to former commands and proclama- 
tions in that behalf.” 


• Ap. Cw/ry. page IG9 ; ami Viuilicltey page 417* 
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Sir Charles Coote was one of the leading champions of 
Puritanism in Ireland, and of him in particular, and his asso- 
ciate officers, M‘Geoghegan writes — “There were no exceptions 
in the barbarous orders -which they gave to their soldiery 
when letting them loose to make their bloody hunts amongst 
the Irish Catholics.” Yet far was the Parliament from, 
reproving the conduct of this sanguinary monster; and when 
he -svas slain in one of his excursions near Trim, in April, 1642, 
•w-e are informed by Borlase, that “floods of English tears 
accompanied him to the grave.” (Hist, page 104). 

When such were the sentiments of the Government and 
chief officers, we can no longer be surprised at individual deeds 
of barbarous cruelty perpetrated by the soldiery on the de- 
fenceless inhabitants; it is thus -we find them deliberately 
knocking out the children’s brains against the walls at Clona- 
kilty, county Cork; we find them turning the Irish into their 
houses, to which they then set fire, as in Bantry, to enjoy the 
screams of agony of their victims ; we find them, at Bandon 
bridge, tying the Catholics back to back, and casting them 
from the battlements of the bridge, to perish in the river 
beneath. And in the Commons’ Journals of 1644, (vol. 3, page 
517), it is recorded that Captain Swanley having captured a 
vessel at sea, and thrown seventy individuals overboard, because 
they were Irish, he was summoned to the bar of the House of 
Commons, “ and had thanks there given him for his good 
service, and a chain of gold of £200 value.”* 

To proceed with order in detailing the progress of this dire 
persecution, we shall — 1st see the violence with which it raged 
in the chief districts of Ireland, till the year 1652 ; and in the — 
2nd part, we shall examine the penal laws subsequently enacted 
by the Cromwellians for the avowed purpose of rooting out 
Catholicity from our “ Island of Saints.’’ 

* Lord Clarendon (ii. 478), writes that tliis wa.s not an exceptional case ; 
but, on the contrary, with otlicers of the navy, “it was a rule, whenever they 
wade Irish prisoners, to bind them back to back, and c;ist them overboard.” 
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PART THE FIRST. 


Persecution of the Catholics in the principal districts of Ireland. 

§ 1.— SUFFEBIKGS OF CaTHOUCS IN DfBUN. 

Dublin being the seat of Government, was the first city 
that experienced the sad effects of the Puritan persecution. 
Before the close of 1641 a proclamation was published, 
interdicting there the exercise of the Catholic religion; a 
rigorous search was made to discover the priests and religious, 
and no fewer than forty of them being arrested, they were, 
for some time, treated with great rigour in prison, and then 
transported to the continent. An extract from a letter ad- 
dressed to his superior in Rome, on the 12th July, 1642, by 
a Capuchin father thus sent into exile, will convey some 
idea of the storm which had been let loose against the 
Catholics : — 

“ Whithersoever the enemy penetrates, everything is destroyed by 
fire and sword; none are spared, not even the infants at their 
mothers’ breasts, for their desire is to wholly extirpate the Irish 
race. In Dublin our order, as, also, the other religious bodies, had a 
residence and a beautifully ornamented chapel, in which we publicly, 
and in our habit, performed the sacred ceremonies ; but no sooner had 
the soldiers arrived from England, than they furiousl}- rushed every- 
where, profaned our chapels, overturned our altars, broke to pieces 
the sacred images, trampling them under foot and destroying them by 
fire ; our residences were plundered, the priests were everywhere 
sought for, and many, amongst whom myself and companion, were 

captured and cast into prison Wc were twenty in number, and 

the Lords Justices at first resolved on our execution, but through the 
influence of some members of the council, we were transported to 
France. The masters of the two vessels into which wc w'cre cast. 
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received private instructions to throw us into the sea, but they 
refused to commit this horrid crime. Oh, would to God that we 
had been worthy to bo led to the scaffold, or thus drowned for the 
faith.”* 

A narrative of the Jesuit missionaries thus briefly sketches 
the sufferings they endured. “ We were persecuted, and 
dispersed, and despoiled of all our goods ; some, too, were cast 
into prison and others sent into exile.”t Amongst the fathers 
of the society, was F. Henry Caghwell, renowned for his 
learning and zeal : “ being confined to his bed by sickness, he 
was apprehended by the soldiers and hureied to the public 
square; as he was unable to walk or even to stand, he was 
placed on a chair more for mockery than for ease, and sub- 
jected to the derision and cruel insults of the soldiery; he 
was then beaten with cudgels and thrown into the ship with the 
others for France.’'^ Another holy priest, whose name is well 
known in connection with the history of our suffering church, 
father Henry Fitzsymons, though in his eightieth year, “ was 
obliged with the other Catholics to fly from Dublin and seek 
safety in the mountainous districts. The winter had set in 
with unusual severity, yet he had to undertake the difficult 
journey on foot and to wander stealthily through the woods 
and mountains. He passed the whole winter in the midst of 
a bog, being thus secured from the Puritan cavalry. His 
cabin being only half covered, he was exposed to the wind 
and rain ; his bed was of straw, always moist from the rain 
above, or from the stagnant waters of the bog beneath. Yet the 
good priest was ever joyous, and only intent on consoling those 
who were sharers of his sufferings. The children he instructed 
in the catechism, the sacrament of, penance he administered 
to all that approached. He could not, however, long endure 
the privations of that painful state, and was therefore obliged 
to embark for the continent, where he soon expired, full of 
merits as he was of years. ”|| 

Thoush it was death for Catholics to exercise their reliffion 

n o 

* Lett of Fr. Nicholas, superior of the Capuchins of Dublin ; Pictavii, 12 
Julii, 1042, in my i>ossessiou. 

t Misaio Soc. Jes. usque ad an. 165.1, in archiv. CoUeg. llih. Komie. 

t Rclatio rerura quarumdam notahiliutn qme coutigeruut in Hihemia ah 
anno 1041, uiMpie ad an. 1050 in iUd. archiv. 

S Ihid. 
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within the walls of Dublin, yet many continued to reside 
there privately ; nor was a devoted clergy wanting to risk every 
peril in order to administer to them the holy sacraments. 
The manuscript narrative already referred to details many 
instances of the arts to which they were obliged to have 
recourse to thus break to their flock the bread of life. One 
lived as a hermit, perpetually shut up in a secret place, only a 
few Catholics being acquainted with this retreat. Another 
often changinghis disguise, went publicly through the streets; 
at one time he wore a long beard and a soldier’s dress ; at other 
times he travelled as a mechanic or merchant ; sometimes, too, 
he carried a bread-basket on his shoulders, thus becoming all to 
all that he might gain all to Christ. A third disguised himself 
as a miller, and occasionally as a gardener ; and though living 
in the country, often passed through the midst of the enemy’s 
guards carrying herbs, or fruits, or some such articles, as if 
he were journeying to market, whilst he was in reality 
hastening to the bedside of the infirm. 

These stratagems, however, did not always enable them to 
elude the vigilance of the soldiery. Thus, one aged man — 
a venerable Jesuit — was seized at the very altar when offering 
the holy sacrifice; the soldiers at once tore off* the sacred 
vestments and cast him into a horrid dungeon. Another 
priest, though disguised, was assailed by them in the public 
streets, despoiled of all he had with him, and thrown into the 
common sewer ; and it was only by the interposition of some 
passers-by, who declared he could not be a priest, that he was 
rescued from their brutality. 

When, in 1647, the city was treacherously surrendered by 
Ormond to the Puritans, the severest measures were at once 
re-enacted against the Catholics. By public edict it was 
commanded that all papists should quit the city; it was 
declared a capital crime for any of them to stop even one 
night within the walls of Dublin or its suburbs, and it was 
prohibited under penalty of death and the confiscation of 
property to receive into their houses any Jesuit or priest, 
whilst at the same time large rewards were held out to all who 
would give information against the violators of this edict.* 


* Rclatio, &c. 
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Whilst the sword of persecution thus rendered desolate the 
church of Dublin, another scourge was sent by Providence to 
attest the virtue of our suffering people. In the month of 
June, 1650, the plague commenced its first ravages within the 
city walls. “ In my diocese,” writes the archbishop, “ almost 
all the priests have died or have been murdered by the enemy; 
the religious are scattered, and my flock for the greater part has 
been destroyed by war and famine, though the pestilence has, 
as yet, scarcely made its appearance amongst us.” (Letter 
of 6th June, 1650.) Before the close of that year, the plague 
had numbered amongst its victims 16,000 of the inhabitants.* 
Many fled to the country parts to avoid the contagion ; yet 
for three years it raged with unabated fury, during which 
interval the number of its victims were swelled beyond 
30,000.t It was only in the winter of 1651 that the violence 
of the disease seemed for a while relaxed, but the rage of the 
heretics against the Catholics was then increased tenfold.^: 
On the feast of St. Stephen, the Protomartyr, the governor of 
the city, desirous to slay the souls of those who perchance had 
escaped from the pestilence, published an edict commanding 
all Catholics of whatsoever sex or age to present themselves 
at the heretical churches, or otherwise within fourteen davs to 
remove, under penalty of death, beyond two miles from the 
city walls; none were allowed to return to the city without a 
written permission from the governor, and then only by day, 
for it was absolutely prohibited to all Catholics to rest for 
even one night within the walls. No alternative now remained 
to the Catholics; “they had to choose between the death of 
the body or of the soul. Yet of all the dense population of 
Dublin, only five hundred of the lowest populace, impelled 
by fear of 'the cold, and famine, and other impending 
calamities (to them far more dreadful than the sword) 
presented themselves at the churches of the heretics.’’§ A 

* Missio Soc. Jesu, &c., writen in 1651. Borlase states, that “in the 
summer of 1650, 17,000 persons died of the plague in Dublin. 

t Littene annure, &c., 1662 ; “toto illo tempore tantopere saeviit ut supra 30 
millia hominum e vivis sustulerit. ” 

t Ibid. “ In sequente hieme furor pestis nonnihil desacviit, sed lucreticonim 
rabies in orthodoxos incaluit.” 

g Inter tot angustias, ex confertissimo totius urbis Dublineusis populo, 
quingenti tantum gregarii homines, frigoris, famis aliarumque cenimnarum 
ferendarum foris apprehensione perculsi, quas plus gladio pertimescebant, 
hitreticorum templa adiemnt.” Ibid. 
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merciful Providence was not wanting to those who chose to 
suffer everytliing rather than imperil their faith. Such 
Catholics as yet retained some property outside the city 
walls welcomed the exiles to their roofs, and shared with them 
their remaining goods till, in the following year, the rigour of 
the edict was again relaxed, whilst, at the same time, all were 
gladdened by the heroic return to the bosom of mother 
church of the greater part of the five hundred who had 
fallen away.* 

§ 2. — Sufferings of Catholu'S in Cashel. 

In 1647 the Earl of Inchiquin, having administered the 
covenant to his apostate followers, led them on to the assault of 
Cashel. Along his march he everywhere burned the crops, 
and massacred the peasantry; and to the present day his 
name is familiar in the household traditions of our country, 
as “ Murrough of the burning.” All the cruel deeds, however, 
of that sanguinary monster sink into insignificance, when 
compared with the sack of the ancient city of Cashel. 
“ There is not on record,” says Rev. Mr. Meehan, “ a more ap- 
palling tragedy;” and the following details, taken from the 
manuscript narrative of the Irish superior of the Jesuits, 
written early in 1651, moi’e than justifies this assertion;t — 

“ Cashel became not only a prey to the enemy, but rather a 
slaughter house.]: The city being but badly fortified, it accepted the 

offer of conditions from Inchiquin, and opened its gates. The gar- 
rison, about 300 in number, together with the priests and religious, 
as also very many of the citizens, retired to the catliedral church, 
which holds a strong position, and is styled the Rock of St. Patrick. 
The enemy, having taken possession of the city, and in part destroyed 
it by fire, assailed the cathedral with all their forces, but were heroi- 
cally repulsed by our troops. After a long combat, the general of the 
enemy suspended the fight, and, demanding a surrender, offered per- 
mission to the garrison to depart with their arms and ammunition, 
and all the honours of war, requiring, however, that the citizens and 

* Ibid. “Maxima pars eorum qui hiereticorum conciones adierant, in 
gremiiim S. Matris Kcclesiac coiivolarunt.” 

t Relatio rorum quanundam, &c. ut sup. 

J “Hosti cessit non modo in pnedam sed ot in lanienam.” 
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clergy should be abandoned to his mercy. It was then that the true 
heroism of the Catholic soldiers was seen. They refused to listen to 
any conditions unless the citizens and clergy, whom they had uiidc'r- 
taken to defend, should he sharers in them ; and they added, that 
they chose rather to consecrate their lives to God on that Rock of St. 
Patrick, than to allow their sanctuary to be profaned by dogs. The as- 
sault was then renewed with extreme ferocity ; the enemy, being seven 
thousand in number, assailed the church on every side, entering by 
the windows and the shattered doors. Nevertheless, for some time 
the struggle was bravely maintained within the church, till our few 
troops were rather overwhelmed by the multitude of the enemy, than 
vanquished by them.* 

“ When all resistance ceased, then was the cruelty of the heretics 
displayed against the priests and religious, one of whom was of 
our society, by name F. William Boyton. Many old men, of eighty 
years of age, aged females, some of them in their hundreth year, 
besides innumerable other citizens, who had grown old, not only in 
years but in piety, and whose only arms were their prayers, prostrate 
around the steps of the altar, now empurpled them with their blood, 
whilst the infirm, who had been home to the church as to a place of 
sacred refuge, and the innocent children, were slain on the very 
altars. 

“ Within the cathedral nine hundred and twelve was the number 
of the slain, of whom more than five hundred were of the heretical 
troops, and about four hundred of the Catholics.f Everywhere dead 
bodies were to be seen, which for some days remained uninterred. 
The altars and chapels, the sacristy and seats, were covered with 
them, and in no place could the foot rest on anything save on the 
corpses of the slain. 

One of the priests who had taken refuge in the cathedral. 
Father Theobald Stapleton, W'as remarkable for his piety; 
clothed with surplice and stole, and holding a crucifix in his 
left hand, he sprinkled with holy water the enemy’s troops as 
they rushed into the sacred edifice. The heretics, mad with 
rage, strove with each other who should pierce him with their 
swords, and thus he was hewn to pieces. At each wound the 
holy man exclaimed, “ strike this miserable sinner !” till he 
yielded his soul into the hands of his Creator. 


• Obruti potius quam superati sunt 

t Ex qiiibus Catholici fere quadringenti ; ex hareticis siipra quingentos. 
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In the town itself no fewer than 3,000 were massacred b}'- 
the heretical enemy, and twenty priests were martyred within 
the sanctuary. The heroic death of Father Richard Barry, 
of the order of St. Dominick, is especially recorded:* — 

When the priests had been cut to pieces, Richard Barry alone 
survived. Him did God reserve for greater trials. The captain 
seeing the venerable friar in his habit, and struck by his noble and 
sanctified appearance, said to him : * Your life is your own, provided 
you fling off that habit ; but if you cling to such a banner, verily you 
peril life itself.’ When the father replied, that his habit was an 
emblem of the passion of the Redeemer, and more dear to him than 
life; ‘think more wisely,’, rejoined the captain; ‘indulge not this 
blind passion for martyrdom, for if you comply not with ray orders, 
death awaits you.’ ‘ But if so,’ said the father, ‘ your cruelties will 
be to me a blessing, and death itself great gain.’ Infuriated at this 
answer, they bound the venerable man to a stone chair, kindled a slow 
fire under his feet and legs, and after two hours of torture his eyes 
flashed their last upon that heaven which he was about to enter. 
Then did his persecutors transfix the lifeless body with their spears, 
while yet the bubbling blood trickled from the parched arteries.” 

The demoniac scenes that followed most clearly prove how 
great a share religious hatred had in stimulating the fervent 
Covenanters to this fearful massacre : — 

“The heretics set to work at once to destroy all the sacred things 
which had been stored in the cathedral of St. Patrick. The altars 
were overturned ; the images that were painted on wood were con- 
signed to the flames ; those on canvas were used as bedding for the 
horses, or were cut into sacks for carrying burdens. The great Cru- 
cifix which stood at the entrance of the choir, as if it had been guilty 
of treason, was beheaded, and soon after its hands and feet were 
amputated. With a like fury did they rage against all the other 
chapels of the city ; gathering together the sacred vases and all the 
most precious vestments, they, through ridicule of our ceremonies, 
formed a procession. They advanced through the public squares 
wearing the sacred vestments and having the priestly caps on their 
heads, and inviting to Mass those whom they met with on the way. A 
beautiful statue of the immaculate Virgin taken from our church was 

* See Doihinicus de Rosario’s History of the Geraldines, p. 202, originally 
printed in Lisbon, 1655 ; translated by the Rev. G. P. Meehan, and published 
Dy Duffy, Dublin. 1847. 
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borne along (the head being broken off), in mock state with laughter 
and ridicule. The leader of the Puritan army had, moreover, the • 
temerity to assume the archiepiscopal mitre, and boast that he was 
now not only governor and lieutenant of Munster, but also arch- 
bishop of Cashel. 


§ 3.— SuVFERINaS OF THK CATHOLICS IN DrOOHEDA. 

Cromwell landed on our shores firmly resolved to acquire 
popularity amongst his fellow-Puritans by the extermination 
of the Irish papists. On his arrival in Dublin he addressed 
his soldiers, and declared that no mercy should be shown to 
the Irish, and that they should “ be dealt with as the Canaanites 
in Joshua’s time.”f 

The city of Drogheda was the first theatre of his extermin- 
ating fury. No sooner had the garrison of the town submitted 
on the promise of quarter, than orders were given for an 
indiscriminate massacre. There were in the city 3,000 choice 
troops, commanded by the brave Sir Arthur Ashton, a Catho- 
lic. Three times did they repel the charge of the 10,000 
assailants, till, seeing further resistance fruitless, they accepted 
the conditions proposed to them. Cromwell, writing to the Par- 
liament, makes it a boast that, despite the promise of quarter, he 
himself gave orders that all should be put to the sword and, 
subsequently, in the usual Puritanical phrases of that period, 
he styles that worse than brutal massacre, a righUous judgment 
of God upon the harharous wretches; a great mercy vouchsafed to 
us; a great thing done^ not hy power or mighty hut by the Spirit 
of God.^' As to the slaughter of the inhabitants, it continued 
for five days, and the Puritan troops spared neither age nor 
sex, so much so, that the Earl of Ormond, writing to the 
secretary of Charles II., to convey the intelligence of the loss 
of Drogheda, declares that “ Cromwell had exceeded himself, 
and anything he had ever heard of, in breach of faith and 
bloody inhumanity.” General Ludlow, in his despatches, 
speaks of it as an extraordinary severity^ and, indeed, Crom- 

■•Relatio, &c., ut sup. f “ Dr. Anderson’s Royal Gen.,” 786. 

X Letter Sept. 17, 1W9, to Hon. William Lenthall, Speaker of the Parlia- 
ment in England. 
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well’s own letters present sufficient data to justify these state- 
ments. 

Tlie church of St. Peter, within the city, had been for 
centuries a place of popular devotion ; a little while before the 
siege the Catholics had re-obtained possession of it, and dedi- 
cated it to the service of God, and the holy Sacrifice was once 
more celebrated there with special pomp and solemnity. Thither 
many of the citizens now fled, as to a secure asylum, and, with 
the clergy, prayed around the altar ; but the Puritans respected 
no sanctuary of religion; “ In this very place," writes Cromwell, 
“ near one thousand of them were put to the sword- 1 believe all 
the friars* were killed but two, the one of which was Father Peter 
Taafe, brother to the Lord Taafe, whom the soldiers took the 
next day, and made an end of ; the other was taken in the round 
tower — he confessed he was a friar, but that did not save him." 
We learn some further particulars about this massacre in St. 
Peter’s church from Johnston's History of Drogheda : — 

“ Quarter had been promised to all those who should lay down their 
arms; but it was only observed until all resistance was at an end. 
Many, confiding in this promise, at once yielded themselves prisoners, 
and the rest, unwilling to trust to the mercy of Cromwell, took shelter 
in the steeple of St. Peter’s ; at the same time the most respectable of the 
inhabitants sheltered themselves within the body of the church. Here 
Cromwell advanced, and, after some deliberation, concluded on blow- 
ing up the building. For this purpose he laid a quantity of powder 
in an old subterraneous passage which was open, and went under tho 
church, but, changing his resolution, he set fire to the steeple, and, 
as the garrison rushed out to avoid the flames, they were slaughtered. 
After this he ordered the inhabitants in the church to be put to the 
sword, among whom many of the Carmelites fell a sacrifice. He then 
plundered the building, and defaced its principal ornaments.” 

Thomas Wood, one of the Puritan officers engaged in this 
massacre, and brother of the justly celebrated Anthony Wood, 
relates that a multitude of the most defenceless inhabitants, 
comprising all the principal ladies of the city, were concealed 
in the crypts or vaults of the church ; thither the bloodhounds 
tracked them, and not even to one was mercy shown.f Lord 

* They were Carmelites. t “In vit. Anton. Wood.” 


Digiltzed by Google 



XX 


INTRODUCTION. 


Clarendon also records, that during the five days, that the 
streets of Drogheda ran with blood, “ the whole army executed 
all manner of cruelty^ and put every man that related to the gar- 
rison^ and all the citizens who were Irish^ man^ woman^ and 
childf to the sword^* 

Dr. Fleming, archbishop of Dublin, in a letter to the Sacred 
Congregation (5th June, 1650), says, that four thousand brave 
men, amongst whom his own nephew, Colonel Fleming, were 
slain in this frightful massacre ; and Cromwell himselff 
reckoned that less than thirty of the defendants were not mas- 
sacred^ and these^ he adds, are in safe custody for the Barhadoes: 

The manuscript narrative often referred toj presents many 
details regarding this horrid tragedy. “ The city being captured 
by the heretics, the blood of the Catholics was mercilessly shed 
in the streets, and in the dwelling-houses, and in the open 
fields ; to none was mercy shown, not to the women, nor^to the 
aged, nor to the young. The property of the citizens became 
the prey of the parliamentary troops; everything in our resi- 
dence was plundered; the library, the sacred chalices, of which 
there were many of great value, as well as all the furniture 
sacred and profane, were destroyed. On the following day, 
when the soldiers were searching through the ruins of the 
city, they discovered one of our fathers, named John Bathe, 
with his brother, a secular priest: suspecting that they were 
religious, they examined them, and finding that they were 
priests, and one of them, moreover, a Jesuit, they led them off 
in triumph, and, accompanied by a tumultuous crowd, con- 
ducted them to the market-place, and there, as if they were at 
length extinguishing the Catholic religion and our society, 
they tied them both to stakes fixed in the ground, and pierced 
their bodies with shot till they expired.” 

Father Robert Netterville was another victim of their fury. 
He was aged and confined to bed by his infirmities; neverthe- 
less, “ he was dragged thence by the soldiers and trailed along, 
the ground, being violently knocked against each obstacle that 
presented itself on the way; then they beat him wdth clubs,, 
and when many of his bones were broken, they cast him on 

* Hist., vol. vi. page 395. f See lett. cit. \xt. sup. 

^ Uelatio renim, &o., written in 1651. 
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.-the highway; on tlie fourth day, having fought a good fight, 
he departed this life to receive, as we hope, the martyr’s 
crowii.”- 

. For the unparalleled brutality displayed on this occasion a 
vote of thanks was passed by parliament to Cromwell, a day 
of general thanksgiving throughout the kingdom was ordered, 
and it was decreed “ that the house does approve of the execu- 
tion done at Drogheda, as an act of justice to themselves and 
of mercy to others who might be warned thereby.’’! 

§ 4. — Sufferings of the Catholics in Wexford. 

In Wexford the scenes of Puritan barbarism were again 
renewed. Cromwell having obtained possession of the town 
through the treachery of one of Ormond’s officers, “ thought it 
not good or just to restrain the soldiers from their right of pillage^ 
nor from doing of execution on the enemy ' % In his opinion the 
massacre of the inhabitants could only be likened to that of 
Drogheda, and he adds: “It pleased God to give into your 
hands this other mercy^ for which, as for all, we pray God may 
have all the glory.” In the same letter he estimates the num- 
ber of the garrison thus butchered at 2,000, and recommends 
the Parliament to send over English Protestants to inhabit the 
city, as “ of the former inhabitants not one in twenty can be 
found to challenge any property in their owm houses. Most 
of them are run away, and many of them w^ere killed in this 
service. God, by an unexpected providence in His righteous 
justice, brought a just judgment on them, causing them to 
become a prey to the soldiers.’’ 

It was on the 11th of October that the enemy entered the 
town of Wexford. The History of the Jesuits in Ireland, by 
father St. Leger (1655), thus briefly sketches the scene of 
slaughter that ensued: “On the city being taken, Cromwell 
exterminated the citizens by the sword.” Another contem- 
porary record details the special sufferings of the friars of the 

* Ibid. Another MS. history of the Jesuit order in Ii'eland briefly states 
regarding the massacre at Drogheda, “all the Catholic citizens were cut off 
by Cromwell ; one of our society was tied to a stake and hewn in jueces. Six 
of our fathers were then there ; now there is none.” — Anno Uiiy5. 

t In Common’s Journals, &c. J Lett, of Crom. to the Pari. 


xxu 


INTKODUCTION. 


order of St. Francis: “ On the 11th of October, 1649, seven 
friars of our order, all men of extraordinary merit, and natives 
of the town, perished hy the sword of the heretics. Some of 
them w'ere killed kneeling before the altar, and others whilst 
hearing confessions. Father Raymund Stafford, holding a 
crucifix in his hand, came out of the church to encourage the 
citizens, and even preached with great zeal to the infuriated 
enemies themselves, till he was killed by them in the market- 
place.”* The archbishop of Dublin, in the letter already 
referred to, repeats the same in a few words: “At Wexford,” 
he says, “ many priests, some religious, innumerable citizens, 
and two thousand soldiers were massacred.”! 

The fullest narrative, however, of the persecution in this 
town, is presented by the venerable bishop of the diocese. Dr. 
Nicholas French, who from the place of his exile, thus wrote to 
the Internuncio in the month of January, 1673: — 

“On one day I lost, for the cause of God and the faith, all that I 
possessed; it was the 11th of October, 1C49 ; on that most lament- 
able day my native city of Wexford, abounding in wealth, ships, and 
merchandize, was destroyed by the sword,J and given a prey to the 
infuriated soldiery by Cromwell, that English pest of hcll.§ There, 
before God’s altar, fell many sacred victims, holy priests of the Lord; 
others, who were seized outside the precincts of the church, were 
scourged with whips ; others were hanged ; some were arrested and 
bound with chains ; and others were put to death by various most 
cruel tortures. The best blood of the citizens was shed ; the very 
squares were inundated with it,(l and there was scarcely a house that 
was not defiled with carnage, and full of wailing. In my own palace 
a youth, hardly sixteen years of age — an amiable boy — as also my 
gardener and sacristan, were cruelly butchered; and the chaplain, 
whom 1 caused to remain behind me at home, was transpierced with 
six mortal wounds. These things were perpetrated in open day by 
the impious assassins. From that moment (and this it is that renders 
me a most unhappy man) I have never seen my city or my flock, or 
my native land, or my kindred. After the destruction of the city I 
lived for five months in the woods with death ever impending over 

• Letter of F. Francis Stafford. See it in full in Dufy's ilagax.^ May, 1847. 

+ “ Multi Sacerdotes, nonnuUi religiosi, plurimi cives, et duo millia militom 
trucidati.” — Lett. 6 Jimo, 1650. 

t In ore gladii dcleta fuit. § Peste infemi anglicana. 

y Fundebatur clams civium sanguis quo inimdabant platen, &c. 
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me. There my drink was milk and water, a small quantity of 
bread was my food, and on one occasion 1 did not taste of it during 
five days ; there was no need of cookery for my scanty meals, and I slept 
in the open air, without either bed or bed-clothes. At length the 
wood in which I lay concealed was surrounded by numerous bodies of 
the enemy, who anxiously sought to capture me and send me loaded 
with chains to England. My angel guardian being my guide, I burst 
through their lines, and escaped owing to the swiftness of my able 
steed.”* 

In the library of Trinity College, Dublin, another letter of 
this prelate is preserved, written at the same period, and enti- 
tled “ Apologia,” being a defence of the course lie had pursued 
in seeking his safety in exile. In it he thus addresses his 
accuser: — 

** You say nothing about my native city, Wexford, cruelly destroyed 
by the sword on the 11th of October, 1649 ; nothing of my palace 
being plundered, and of my domestics impiously slain ; nothing of my 
fellow-labourers, precious victims, immolated by the impious sword 
of the heretics before the altar of God ; nothing of the inhabitants 
weltering in their own blood and gore. The rumour of the direful 
massacre reached me whilst I was in a neighbouring town suffering 
from a burning fever. I cried and mourned, and shed bitter tears, and 
lamented; and turning to Heaven, with a deep sigh, cried out, in the 
words of the prophet Jeremias, and all who were present shared in 
my tears. In that excessive bitterness of my soul, a thousand times 
I wished to be dissolved, and to be with Christ, that thus I might not 
witness the sufferings of my country. From that period I have never 
seen my city nor my people, but, as an outcast, I sought a refuge in 
the wilderness. I wandered through woods and mountains, generally 
taking my rest and repose exposed to the hoar frost, sometimes lying 
hid in the caves and caverns of the earth. In the woods and groves I 
passed more than five months, that thus I might administer some 
consolation to the few survivors of my fiock who had escaped from 
the universal massacre, and dwelt there with the herds of cattle. But 
neither trees nor caverns could afford me a lasting refuge ; for the 
heretical governor of Wexford, George Cooke, well known for his 
barbarity, with several troops of cavalry and foot soldiers, searching 
everywhere, anxious for my death, explored even the highest mountains 
and most difficult recesses ; the huts and habitations adjoining the 

* Litt. NicoL Fernens. Ep. ad Internuntimn. Auvei’sae Jan. 1673. From 
the original letter. 
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wood, and in which I sometimes had offered the holy Saorificc, he 
destroyed hy fire, and my hiding places, which were formed of 
branches and leafy boughs of trees, were all overturned. Amongst 
those who wore subjected to much annoyance, on my account, was a 
nobleman in whoso house he supposed me to lie concealed. He 
searched the whole house with lighted tapers, accompanied by soldiers, 
holding their naked swords in their hands to slay me the moment 
I should appear ; but amidst all these perils God protected me, and 
mercifully delivered me from the hands of this blood-thirsty man.” 

In the extracts just cited, the public square or market-place 
is referred to as the chief scene of this wholesale massacre. 
Many of the principal inhabitants had assembled there, and 
no fewer than 300 females are said to have chosen the same 
place of refuge. They knelt around the great cross which 
was erected in its centre, and they hoped that their defenceless 
condition, their prayers and cries, would move the enemy to 
compassion. The ruthless barbarian, the pagan Goth or Hun, 
would have been moved to pity, but Puritan ferocity had steeled 
the hearts of Cromwell’s followers against every sentiment of 
mercy, and the market-place of Wexford was soon inundated 
with the blood of these martyrs.* 

§ 5 . — SUFFEKINOS OF THE CATHOLICS IN CoRK. 

Whilst these deeds of cruel barbarity were perpetrated 
by Cromwell’s troops, many of the southern towns, through 
the treachery of the officers of Inchiquin, were surrendered 
into the liands of the Puritans, and thus they, too, soon became 
the theatres of a most A-iolent persecution. The narrative 
from which many extracts have already been made,t gives the 
following details as to the city of Cork : — 

* Some have quentioned the accuracy of the statement madehyM^Ocogbegan 
aud Linganl a.s to the massacre of these females around the cross of Wexford ; 
they say Dr. French and other coutemi>orary \MTters would not be silent in 
regard of this particular. But these contemiwrary writers siifficiently describe 
the wholesale massacre of the inhabitants, without mercy being shown to age 
or sex ; and any particulars that are add^ have a special reference to them- 
selves. The same writers, when describing the destmetion of Drogheda, are 
silent as to the massacre of the females in the crypts of St. Peter's Church ; 
aud were it not for the narrative of an officer who himself was eugaged in that 
barbarous deed, some critics would ])robably now lie found to reject it as 
fabulous. The constant tradition, not only of Wexford, but of the whole 
nation, attests the truth of the statement of the above-mentioned historians. 

t Relatio rerum quanimdam, &c. Anno 1G50. 
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“ The tempest of the most cruel persecution, carried on b)’ the par- 
liamentarians against the Catholics, reached Cork without having to 
encounter any obstacle. For, the president of the province pretending 
to be a liege minister of the king, was, together with his troops, ad- 
mitted without difficulty within the walls. Having thus, under pre- 
tence of defending it for the king, got possession of the city, he per- 
fidiously handed it over to the parliamentarians.” 

Their first edict was that all the clergy should at once depart 
from the city, permitting, however, four parish priests to re- 
main, lest the Catholic citizens, who were as yet too powerful, 
might be impelled to revolt. As the Puritan forces increased, 
fresh pretexts were found for new persecutions : — 

“ The hatred of the heretics for our religion (the narrative thus 
continues) becoming greater and greater every day, an order was ' 
published prohibiting the citizens to carry swords, or to have in their 
houses any arms whatsoever. This being effected, another proclama- 
tion was issued by the president of the council of war, commanding 
all Catholics either to abjure their religion or to immediately depart 
from the city. Should they consent to embrace the parliamentary 
teaching (parliamentariam religionem), they were permitted to remain 
and enjoy their goods and property. Should they, however, pertina- 
ciously adhere to popery, all, without exception, were to immediately 
depart from the city. Three cannon shots were to be fired as signals 
at stated intervals before nightfall, and any Catholic that should be 
found in the city after the third signal, was to be massacred without 
mercy. It was then that the constancy of the citizens in the faith 
was seen. There was not even one to be found in the whole city to 
accept the proffered impious condition, or to seek to enjoy his property 
and goods with the detriment of his faith. Before the third signal 
all went forth from the city walls — the men and the women, yea, 
even the children and the infirm; and it was a sight truly worthy of 
heaven to see so many thousands thus abandoning their homes — so 
many venerable matrons, with their tender children, wandering 
through the fields, or overcome by fatigue, seated on the ground in 
ditches, or on the highways ; so many aged men, some of whom had 
held high offices in the state, and were members of the nobility, with 
their wives and families, wandering to and fro, knowing not where 
to seek a place of refuge ; so many merchants who, on that morning, 
abounded in wealth, but now had not a Imme in which to rest their 
W'eary limbs, yet all with joy went forth to their destruction, aban- 
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doning their houses and goods, their revenues and property and 
wealth, chosing rather to be afflicted with the people of God, on the 
mountain tops, and in the caverns, in hunger and thirst, in cold and 
nakedness, than to enjoy momentary pleasures and temporal pros- 
perity with sin.” 

§ 6. — Sufferings of the Catholics in Kilkenny. 

After the massacre of Wexford, Cromwell invited the other 
cities and towns to surrender. Should they consent to receive 
parliamentary garrisons, their property and goods were to be 
secured to them, and no inquiries were to be made as to re- 
ligion. One thing only would be required, that the Mass 
should be abolished, “ for,” he added, “wheresoever the sway 
and authority of Parliament extends, the Mass shall not be 
tolerated.” However unable the Catholics might be to 
resist the torrent of destruction that was now bursting upon 
them, yet they were too devoted to the faith to embrace this 
impious condition, and, as we learn from Dr. Burgatt, (subse- 
quently Archbishop of Cashel), not one was found in the whole 
island who would consent to barter his religion for the proffered 
boon.* Thus the sword of extermination was again un- 
sheathed. 

“ Catholicity was flourishing in the city of Kilkenny, when 
the Puritan arm}’-, like a devastating torrent, overturning 
everything in its course, appeared before its walls.”t Whilst 
the inhuman foe threatened it from without, another scourge 
laid it waste within. The plague raged with such fury, that 
its brave garrison was reduced from 1,200 to 400 men. So 
dreadful was the contagion, that when the earl of Castlehaven 
destined some troops to succour it, they refused to march, 
declaring that they were ready to fight against man, but not 
against God. The enemy granted favourable conditions to 
the citizens, but no sooner had they got possession of the city, 
than these were violated ; “they impiously profaned the 
churches, overturned the altars, destroyed the paintings and 
crosses, and profaned all things sacred. The vestments, which 

* “Brevis Relatio de praesenti in Hibernia [fidei et Ecclesiae statu,” written 
in 1667 , in my possession. 

t Relatio rerum, &c. 
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hsul been for the most part concealed, were discovered and 
plundered by the soldiery ; the books and paintings were cast 
into the streets, and either destroyed by fire or brought away 
as booty.” The holy bishop, Dr. David Rooth, venerable for 
his years, his piety, his learning, and his zeal, had just entered 
a carriage to seek for safety by flight, when the enemy arrived. 
They inhumanly dragged him from his seat, despoiled him of 
liis garments, and then clothing him with a tattered cloak 
which was covered with vermin, they cast him into a loath- 
some dungeon, where, after a prolonged martyrdom, he ex- 
pired in the month of April, 1650.* 

Dr. Patrick Lynch of Galway, writing on the 1st of May, 
1650, to the secretary of the Sacred Congregation, mentions 
that the rumour had reached him of the death of this holy 
bishop, of the cruelties exercised in the city of Kilkenny, and 
of numbers of priests and religious, and citizens, having been 
put to death. 

Whilst the pestilence raged within the city, one good priest, 
father Patrick Lea, was especially distinguished by his charity 
and zeal. Not only was he untiring in administering to the 
spiritual wants of the sick and dying, but he also assisted them 
in their corporal wants ; he ministered to the poor even in the 
most loathsome duties, and sometimes, too, he was seen digging 
graves, and bearing on his shoulders to interment the bodies 
of those who were abandoned. It was whilst exercising 
this last-mentioned excess of Christian heroism that he him- 
self was infected with the disease, and expired a martyr of 
charity a few days before the arrival of Cromwell at the gates 
of Kilkenny.t 

§ 7 — SurFERisos or the Catholics ix Waterford. 

The narrative above referred to, written in 1655, thus 
describes the destruction brought on Waterford at this 
period; “ As the year 1650 spread mourning and sorrow 
through all parts of the kingdom, so, in a special manner, 
did it put an end to the happiness of Waterford." Three 

* Letter of Dr. Fleming, Archbishop of Dublin, 5th June, 16.50. 
t Kelatio renim, Ac. 
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enemies, pestilence, famine, and the sword, at the same time 
assailed the city. The enemy offered, indeed, liberal con- 
ditions, together with the privileges of the citizenship of 
London, and the free exercise of their religion. But the 
inhabitants held in mind the interpretation that had been put 
upon this latter article on the surrender of Boss, when Crom- 
well declared that it extended only to the internal belief, and 
not to the open practice of that religion, and hence they re- 
solved on resisting to the last the heretical foe. Dreading the 
treachery of the royal officers, they refused to admit within 
the walls the reinforcements which Ormond offered them: 
and though the siege was carried on with unremitting vigour 
from September to December, so heroic was the defence, that 
on the feast of St. Francis Xavier the enemy abandoned the 
siege in despair. 

How'ever, “ those whom the parliamentary forces could not 
subdue, were gradually wasted away by pestilence, till at 
length the city became a prey to the enemy.”* Of the many 
thousands who then defended it, four hundred survived, 
when Ireton, after the siege of Clonmel, advanced a second 
time against its walls.f Nevertheless it again resisted for nine 
weeks, “ and it came into the enemy’s hands, not so much over- 
come by force, as because it had become a solitude through the 
violence of the pestilence.” For a little while no persecution 
was proclaimed, but ere long the virulence of Puritanism' 
was seen ; an edict commanded all Catholics to depart from 
the city wdtliin three months, and thus citizens and clergy 
were involved in a common ruin and now^ glorious confessors 
of Christy they seek a secure asylum scattered through the various 
regions of the earth^\ 

From a letter of a Capuchin father f30th June, 1651,) 
written from Waterford to his superior in Rome, we learn 
that no ecclesiastic dared to appear publicly in the city, and 
that neither friendship nor rewards could induce the heretics 
to allow the slightest toleration.§ “ As for me,” he adds, “ I 

* Tlelatio, &c. 

f “Ex multis armatorum millibus vix superfuenmt quadringenti amis 
ferendis idonei,” &c. Ibid. 

t lid. iu varias mundi partes gloriosi Christi confessores emigranmt. 

§ “Kullus ecclesiasticus audet apj)arere; nullum enim horuoi tolerant aut 
fiivore victi aut numeribus.” 
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pa.ss freely through the city, for I serve as gardener the chief 
heretic of this city: sometimes, too, I work in carrying loads, 
passing as one of the coalporters.” We learn further details 
from the bishop of the diocese, who, writing from his place of 
exile to Rome (3rd March, 1651), thus depicts the ruin that 
had fallen on his once chosen flock : “ War and the pestilence 
have laid waste the whole country; our churches and altars 
are profaned and transformed into stables or barracks, or 
hospitals; no longer is the sacrifice offered up, nor the divine 
word preached, nor the holy sacraments administered; the 
ecclesiastics who were spared by the plague, have been sent 
into banishment; the pestilence swept away five thousand 
of the citizens and the soldiery, and yet continues its havoc 
there. Truly this dire scourge is a chastisement for our 
sins.” 


§ 8. — Sufferings of the Catholics in Galway. 

To review in detail the sufferings of the other cities of 
Leinster and Munster, would be to repeat the scenes which we 
have already described. There is, however, something pecu- 
liar in the rigour displayed by the Puritans in the capital of 
the western province that claims a special attention. Our chief 
guide in this article will be “ the Life of Dr. Francis Kirwan, 
bishop of Killala, written by his friend, Dr. John Lynch, and 
published at St. Male’s in 1669* 

The city of Gralway was remarkable amongst the other 
cities of Ireland, for the wealth of its inhabitants and the 
beauty of its edifices. The walls were of green marble, 
flanked by numerous towers; the waters of Lough Corrib 
flowed through its centre, whilst the regularity of its streets, 
the fair proportions of its buildings, its noble squares, 
and its palaces, built of native marble, gladdened the eye. 
All this was soon to become a prey to the ruthless enem^-. 
It was in the month of June, 1651, that the Puritan army 
marched into Connaught, laying waste the whole province 
with fire and sword, and on the 8th of July they encamped 

§ See reprint and translation of this work, by Rev. C. P. Meehan, Dublin, 
1848. 
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before the walls of Galway. The city had already been 
decimated by the pestilence, yet it was only after nine months’ 
combat that the enemy entered within the walls. 

Dr. Francis Kirwan was at this time lying hid in a country 
house, at a short distance from the city. For eight months 
he continued there in a small narrow room, which, besides 
two beds for himself and his chajdain, was barely able to 
contain a chest. This served for an altar; and whilst the holy 
sacrifice was offered up each day, one bed had to be removed 
to afford standing room for the celebrant. The intense cold 
of winter was endured wdthout a fire, and during the whole 
eight months only thrice did the bishop go for an instant 
from this hiding-place: on one occasion he was carried out 
wrapped in a sheet, whilst the enemy were engaged in search- 
ing every comer of the house for arms, and when met by the 
soldiers he was recognized only as a feeble and worn-down 
old man; and well does his biographer compare his many 
sufferings at this period to those of the early pastors of tlie 
Catholic church. 

Within the city the soldiery displayed a rabid detestation of 
the Catholic priests, and with an insatiate avarice plundered 
the Catholic citizens of all they possessed. When the bishop 
deemed it more secure to enter the town, “ he was obliged to 
take refuge in the topmost stories of the houses aneath the 
tiles, and this, too, at mid-winter, without one spark of fire. 
Sometimes, too, he was forced to go out on the roof, and 
when the pursuers approached, to descend into a neighbour- 
ing house by the dormant- window.” (page 123), We must 
allow this contemporary writer to depict some of the frightful 
scenes of persecution to which the citizens were at the same 
time subjected : — 

“ Along with the three scourges of God, famine, plague, and war, 
there was another which some called the fourth scourge, to wit, the 
weekly exaction of the soldier’s pay, which was extorted with incre- 
dible atrocity each Saturday, bugles sounding and drums beating. On 
these occasions the soldiers entered the various houses, and, pointing 
their muskets to the breasts of men and women, threatened them with 
instant death if the sum demanded was not instantly given. Should 
it have so happened that the continual payment of these pensions 
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had exhausted the means of the people, bod, bedding, sheets, table- 
cloths, dishes, and every description of furniture, nay, the very 
garments of the women, torn off their persons, were carried to the 
market-place and sold for a small sum, so much so that each recur- 
ring Saturday bore a resemblance to the day of judgment, and the 
clangor of the trumpet smote the people with terror almost equal to 
that of doom’s day.” (Page 123.) 

The scene of plunder in'the house of Mr. Martin Kirwan, 
which he next describes, is only an instance of the fearful 
course which was pursued by these harpies* when the country 
was parcelled out to their devastating fury : — 

“ In the house they found only young children and servants, to- 
gether with the mother who superintended their education, for 
the father and his son were in prison. Having ransacked the whole 
house, the soldiers entered an inner room, where they saw some 
glittering rays of light, and in this recess they discovered a wooden 
tabernacle, ornamented with gilded mouldings, and wooden candle- 
sticks likewise gilt, which the bishop was about to place in some 
church ; all these sacred objects did the soldiers drag out of the 
house, nor could they be induced by supplication or money to restore 
them ; they subsequently tore them all to pieces, and scattered many 
relics that hod been deposited in the tabernacle.” 

When at length the good bishop, finding it impossible to 
remain any longer concealed, surrendered to the government, 
he and several other ecclesiastics were treated as galley-slaves ; 
they were marched along in bodies surrounded by soldiers, 
drums beating and bugles sounding, and when, by the dili- 
gence of the priest-catchers, many other ecclesiastics were 
cast into prison, they were locked up in houses hired for the 
occasion, and for which the prisoners themselves had to pay.f 
During his imprisonment the holy man found occasion fre- 
quently to celebrate the sacred mysteries, and at a window in 
the rear of the prison administered to the children the sacra- 
ment of confirmation. (Ibid page 127.) No sooner was it dis- 
covered by the government that the bishop and his companions 
were thus engaged in conferring spiritual blessings on the 

• This U the designation given them by the contemporary author. 

t Ibid, page 127. 
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Catholics, than their banishment was resolved on ; the con- 
fessors of Christ “ were suddenly carried off to a ship, and on 
their way were surrounded by a terrible escort, nor harl they 
any previous notice of the decree of banishment, lest their 
friends might succour them with some viaticum.” (Page 129.) 

Throughout the whole province of Connaught the persecu- 
tion raged with the same fury. Thus, wlien Dr. James Fallon, 
who governed the diocese of Achonry as vicar-apostolic, “ was 
arrested in lar-Connaught, the heretics so plundered him of 
his copious collection of books, that not even a breviary was 
left with him. Before he was made prisoner, he for a long 
time was exposed, day and night, to the inclemency of the 
winter, till he at length erected a small hut at the base of a 
rock, which he covered with leafy branches ; here he remained 
till the goats, brousing on the foliage, stripped the branches, 
and then he was obliged to seek elsewhere a place of refuge.” 
(Ibid, page 15 ) 

§ 9.— Sufferings op Catholics during the Plague. 

Thus was the whole country subjected to a dire persecution, 
which surpassed in ferocity the sufferings of any nation re- 
corded in history : — 

“ Everywhere agriculture and commerce ceased. Each one’s 
thoughts were sole!}’ devoted to preserve his life, and to avoid the im- 
pending destruction. Hence resulted a dearth of all articles of food, 
and with famine, a pestilence, too, assailed us. Thus the three 
scourges of God, of which David had to chose but one, were all at 
the same time inflicted on us : famine, pestilence, and war. Urged 
by the famine, numbers fled from all parts of the kingdom to seek 
shelter in the cities, whilst others, too, fled thither, driven from their 
estates, or escaping from the sword of the heretical enemy, so that no 
longer could a place be found for them wuthin the walls, and the 
outcasts filled the highways and the country around.”’*^ 

So dreadful, indeed, was this scourge, that the learned Do- 
minican father, Dominick de Rosario, cried out — “ Oh, look 
upon us to-day, ye nations. Are we not a spectacle to men 
and angels ? Learn of us what a terrible calamity it is to fall 
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into the hands of the living God ; and let him who stands take 
heed lest he fall.”* 

It was from the commencement a main object of the Puritans 
to bring on this famine. Ormond’s letters inform usf that 
“ Sir William Parsons advised the governor to the burning of 
corn, and to put man, woman, and child to the sword ; and Sir 
Adam Iroftus wrote to the same effect.” It was, indeed a 
renewal of the policy pursued at the time of Elizabeth, and 
which was so strongly recommended by Spencer, “ in order 
that thus,” he said, (the Irish) “ might be driven to devour 
each other.” That the parliament hoped for this result is clear 
from the History of Lord Clarendon, who records (ii. 323), 
that when an armistice was agreed to between Onnond and 
the Catholic forces, the parliament passed a vote of censure 
on the commander for betraying, as they said, the interests 
of the Protestant religion, “ since the rebels were now brought 
to their last gasp, and reduced to so terrible a famine that, 
like cannibals, they eat one another, and must have been de- 
stroyed Immediately, and utterly rooted out.” 

The pestilence which resulted from the famine first ap- 
peared in the west, and thence soon spread itself through the 
whole country. The Provost of Galway, writing on the 1st 
of May, 1650, says — “ The pestilence has changed this city 
into a desert by the flight of nearly all the inhabitants, and 
the death of three thousand persons.” Another letter in the 
following month of June estimates the total number of deaths 
in that city, from famine and pestilence, at 3,900. 

We have already seen how in Dublin no fewer than 30,000 
citizens were mowed down by the same disease. In Limerick, 
too, it made many victims. “ Truly these were disastrous 
times,” cries out father Dominick de Rosario, “ for the sword 
was ever unsheathed without the walls, whilst death was mowing 
down his victims within.”f The heroism of father James 
Woolf, in assisting the sick in this city, is especially recorded. 
He was absent when the city was taken by the enemy; but 
“ on learning that all the ecclesiastics there had been either 

* “ Hist, of the Geraldines,” p<age 193 t Vol . 2, page 350. 

J Hist. &c., page 224. 
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expelled or butchered, he contrived to get into the city for 
the purpose of administering the sacraments to the sick and 
dying.” He was only allowed to continue eight days in this 
ministry of charity. Being arrested by the heretics, he was 
led forthwith to execution, and from the scaffold exhorted the 
assembled multitudes to remain steadfast in the faith, address- 
ing to them tliese memorable words — “ We are made a spectacle 
to God, men, and angels; but the angels rejoice, whilst men 
scorn us.”* 

In Waterford it also raged with especial violence, and the 
number of its victims soon swelled to five thousand. We are 
informed by father Dominick de Rosario, that as soon as it 
made its appearance there, “ the bishop called his priests 
together, and exhorted them to strain every nerve in order to 
console the afflicted. This they did with great assiduity, ad- 
ministering unceasingly the holy sacraments of penance and 
the Eucharist.”t He mentions two as particularly distinguished 
in this city — father Michael O’Cleary, prior of the Dominican 
convent, and father White, a secular priest. “Three days 
did they pass in solitude and prayer before entering on that 
harvest of death ; and when they had received the sacramental 
confessions of thousands, they themselves died of the infec- 
tion.” 

The disease, however, was not confined to any particular 
district; it spread throughout the whole island, and prepared 
the way for the triumph of the Puritans. “ The success of 
Cromwell and Ireton, and his followers,” writes a contemporary 
author,* “ must be ascribed, not so much to their own strength 
as to the dreadful pestilence that desolated the country. For, 
the anger of God being kindled against us on account of our 
sins, his chastening Angel so afflicted with a direful pestilence 
almost all the towns and cities of the entire kingdom, that the 
soldiers and citizens being swept away by it, the enemy often 
got possession of little more than empty cities or fortifications, 
so few were those that remained to oppose them.” 

But we shall allow an English Protestant historian, who was 

* See Dom. de Rosario, loc. cit. page 210, and Hib. Dom. page 668. 
f Relatio rerum, &c., an. 
t Loc. cii, page 223. 
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himself employed at this very time in hunting to death tlie 
Irish, to describe the frightful miseries which then fell upon 
our devoted country : — 

“About the year 1652 and 1653, the plague and famine had so 
swept away whole counties, "that a man might travel twenty or thirty 
miles and not see a living creature, either man, beast, or bird ; they 
being either all dead or had quit those desolate places ; our soldiers 
would tell stories of the place where they saw a smoke ; it was so rare 
to see either smoke by day, or fire or candle by night. And when we 
did meet with two or three poor cabins, none but very aged men with 
women and children, and those like the prophet might have com- 
plained, ‘ We are become as a bottle in the smoke, our skin is black 
like an oven, because of the terrible famine.’ I have seen those 
miserable creatures plucking stinking carrion out of a ditch, black and 
rotten, and been credibly informed that they digged corpses out of the 
grave to eat. And some instances are added too horrible to be here 
related.’’* 

Amongst the victims of the plague was the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Puritan forces. On the surrender of Limerick, 
the heroic bishop of Emly, Albert O’Brien, was, with all other 
ecclesiastics, excepted from hope of pardon. When brought 
before Ireton, he fearlessly announced to the tyrant that before 
many days he himself should answer for his crimes before the 
tribunal of God. The holy martyr was at once led to the 
scaffold, but before eight days his prophecy was verihed, 
Ireton being stricken with the plague, and with his last breath 
exclaiming that that bishop’s blood was the cause of his death. f 
Lest this event should be regarded by the Catholics as a triumph 
the English of Limerick, for some years, observed Thurs- 
day, the day on which Ireton expired, as a day of solemn 
festival .J 

* Colonel Laurence’s “ Interest of Ireland," part ii. pp. 86-7. 

+ Dom. de Rosario in “ Hist. Ac." pp. 204-7. 

{ Letter of Dr. John O’Molony, from Paris, 10th May, 1652, in my poss. 
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Penal Laws enacted against the Irish Catholics — Genei'ol State of the 

Kingdom in 1652. 

Our country, once the island of saints, was now wholly 
become a prey to the persecutors. As Judea of old its cities 
were desolate, its altars were overthrown, everything sacred 
was trampled on, its priests were led to the scaffold, and the 
inhabitants that yet survived were subjected to a worse than 
Assyrian captivity: — 

“ Neither the Israelites were more cruelly persecuted by Pharoah, 
nor the innocent infants by Herod, nor the Christians by Nero, or 
any other of the pagan tyrants, than were the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland at this fatal juncture.’’* 

In the history of the Jesuit missions in Ireland, this sad 
period of our country’s suffering is thus depicted : — t 

“ The heretical enemy having overcome every obstacle, and obt 
possession of the whole kingdom, raged with such fur)’’ against all 
ecclesiastics and everything dedicated to religion, that the Turks or 
the very demons from hell could not display greater impiety or fero- 
city. Everywhere the public crosses and other emblems of the 
Catholic religion were overturned, the altars were destroyed, the 
chapels profaned, and used as storehouses or stables ; the stained glass 
windows, on which the sacred history of our Saviour’s life, and the 
images of saints were represented, were everywhere demolished ; the 
sepulchres and monuments of the dead were broken open and scattered, 
that no memory should remain of the Catholic religion ; the bells were 
thrown down and broken ; the sacred images and vestments were torn 
to atoms ; the statues of the Blessed Virgin and the saints wore 

* Morison’s Threnodia, p. 14. 
t Missio Soc. Jesu. in Hib. uscjue in an. 1655. 
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dragged through the public strc^ets, with ropes around the neck, 
besmeared with filth, and hanged from gibbets ; the priests and reli- 
gious were treated w^ith a thousand indignities, cast into prison and 
butchered ; the Catholics were despoiled of their goods, laden with 
oppressive burdens and treated os slaves. I could mention a thousand 
horrible instances of such cruelty ; and many, too, were the miracu- 
lous interpositions of Providence to avenge their impiety. Frequently 
were seen in the public squares heaps of Catholic books and sacred 
ornaments and images to be destroyed by fire ; the Catholic citizens 
were expelled from their houses and possessions; and the most noble 
families were subjected to the lowest and most degrading offices ; 
children and youths were tom from their parents ; aged matrons and 
noble ladies were seized on as servants and employed in the most 
menial occupations. Truly this persecution of the Catholics was 
direful, envenomed; cunning, astute ; the heretics feigned that they 
did not persecute individuals, but only the superstitions and abomina- 
tions of popery (this was their language). However, these things 
they persecuted in individuals, and individuals suffered death for them. 
There was no restraint on the soldiery when pursuing the Catholics ; 
the persecutors were at the same time accusers, witnesses, and judges ; 
by day and by night they burst into the houses of the Catholics ; they 
broke open rooms and desks and private drawers under the pretence 
of searching for ecclesiastics, and even when no resistance was offered 
them, they invented whatever suited their designs, and took away 
with them whatsoever they pleased. It was a capital crime for any 
ecclesiastic to enter a city, or town, or garrison, to offer the holy 
Sacrifice, or to administer the sacraments; and for doing so many 
suffered death ; the same penalty was incurred by whosoever received 
a priest into his dwelling. No individual could sleep in any of these 
places without signing his name and receiving an express permission 
from the governor; those who came were minutely examined, as to 
who they were, whence they came, w'hat there business, &c.” 

All the religious houses w'ere levelled to the ground, and 
the religious themselves either led to the scaffold or sent into 
banishment. In the acts of the general Chapter of the Domi- 
nican order, held in Rome in 1656, we read of the Irish 
Province : — 

“ Abundant was the harvest that in our own times ripened there 
for the heavenly Master, of those forsooth who suffered extreme tor- 
ture for the Catholic faith ; of fortv- three convents that our order 
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possessed in that island, there is not one now remaining, all, through 
the heretical fury, being'consumed by fire, razed to the ground, or 
devoted to profane uses. In the year 1646, we numbered 600 friars 
there, now not a fourth part remains, and even they are exiles from 
their native shores, the others being all either crowned with martyr- 
dom or condemned to a lengthened death in the islands of Barbadoes.*’* 

The sufferings of the Jesuits were not less severe. Before 
the Puritan invasion they were eighty in number, they pos- 
sessed six colleges, eight residences, besides many oratories and 
schools ; but in the universal desolation only seventeen fathers 
remained, and they too lost everything, not even retaining an 
image or a book, or the breviary itself : and when the holy 
Sacrifice was to be offered up, it was only in some cave or 
granary, or obscure comer, and anticipating the morning 
aurora, the house and windows being closed, and few being 
admitted. The fathers being dispersed and scattered, sought 
a refuge in various places ; some in the towns and huts of the 
poor, others in the mountains and woods, with difficulty dragging 
along a miserable existence, that they might assist and console 
the Catholic outcasts ; some there were who, in the disguise of 
rustics or mendicants, visited the cities and towns, and now in 
one house, now in another, offered the Holy Sacrifice, and 
administered the Sacrament.f From a petition presented to 
the Sacred Congregation in 1654, we learn that all the Fran- 
ciscans and Capuchins were likewise banished, some few alone 
remaining in the island, who lived “ as shepherds or herdsmen, 
or tillers of the soil.” 

At the same time the convents of the nuns were destroyed, 
and their inmates, wheresoever they had not consulted for 
their safety by flight, were treated with inhuman barbarity* 
De Burgo has preserved the memory of two (page 572,) who 
were crowned with a glorious martyrdom. One, almost in her 
hundredth year, was discovered in her place of concealment, 
and despoiled of everything, even of her very garments ; the 

• See De Burgo “ Hib. Dom.” p. 625. A letter presented to the Sac. Cong, 
on the 4th June, 1657, says: “Pih di 30 Domenicani sono fatti morire m 
Irlanda dal 1641, in qua, molti altri relegati nelle isole Barbadoes, e pih di 
500 con publico editto esiliati, vanno dispersi per il mondo, ma con il mede- 
simo desiderio di esporre la vita per quella misera patria.” — MS. in my poss. 

t Vide “Missio. etc. citat.” 
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barbarians, moreover, inflicted on her many severe wounds, and 
she lived only long enough to be borne by her maid to a neigh- 
bouring oratory, that she might expire before the altar of our 
Lady ; the other, who was younger in years, fled from the 
hands of her pursuers, and some days afterwards, was found 
frozen to death in the hollow of a tree, in an adjoining wood, 
in which she had taken refuge. 

Dr. John Lynch, in his Catnbremis Eversus, published in 
1662, likens the sufferings inflicted on the Irish Catholics by the 
Puritans, to those meditated by Antiochus against the Jews: 
he applies to them the words of Tobias, (iii. 4,) “ We are deli- 
vered to spoil and to captivity and death, and are made a fable 
and a reproach to all nations.” And again, those of St. 
Jerome: “The bishops are taken prisoners, the priests slain, 
the churches tlirown down, horses stabled at the altar of Christ, 
everywhere grief, everywhere lamentation, and death in a 
thousand shapes.” But, he adds, “ we have long been familiar 
with such scenes, and as nail drives nail, our fresh wounds 
efiace the memory of our former ones.” — (Vol. i. p. 9.) 

It would be diflScult to find any parallel for all the sufferings 
which our country thus endured. The writers of this period 
continually re-echo the passage of the Lamentations : — “ The 
child and the old man lie without on the ground : my virgins 
and my young men are fallen by the sword : thou hast slain 
them in the day of thy wrath: thou hast killed and shewn 
them no pity.” The author of Cambrensis Ev'ersus just 
referred to, (pp. 21-5,) well remarks, that the cruelty of the 
Puritans combined the malice of all preceding persecutions, 
and no better parallel can be found for the dread desolation of 
the whole kingdom, than what wo read in Sacred Writ, when 
the chosen people saw their temple razed, their sanctuary pol- 
luted, their cities laid waste, and the people become a bye-word 
among the nations. To cite any further extracts from the 
contemporary writers when commemorating this sad scene of 
universal destruction, would be merely to repeat, the same 
phrases; for, so general was the ruin, that it admitted of but 
little variety in depicting it. We shall therefore conclude 
this article with the words of Bruodin Ireland being 
entirely subjugated, and scourged by God with pestilence. 
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famine, and the sword, the churches were everywhere pro- 
faned, tlie altars overthrown, the sacred images broken to 
atoms, tlie crosses trampled under foot, the priests banished or 
led to the scaffold .... and no words can express how many 
and how great were the evils which the Catholics that survived 
were compelled to endure.” — (p. 639.) 

§ 2. — Edict against the Clergy. 

Whilst some Catholic soldiers remained in the island, the 
Puritan persecutors did not display the full excess of their 
fury. Their first care, therefore, was to rid themselves of 
that check to their ferocity. Every facility was given to the 
foreign courts to transport the Irish soldiers to their service. 
“ The agent of tlie Spanish government (writes a contem- 
porary author in 1654), transferred thousands and thousands 
of them every month partly to Spain and partly to Belgium.”* 
Borlase estimates the number of those transported in the year 
1654 alone at 27,000; and another historian adds, that 
altogether no fewer than 40,000 Catholics were thus banished 
from Ireland to the Continent, to be a standing monument of 
the persecuting spirit of Puritanism, whilst they, at the same 
time, filled all Europe with admiration of their valour.f 

The troops being thus removed, on the 6th of January, 
1653, the first edict of persecution was published against the 
Catholic clergy. By it^ all ecclesiastics, secular and regular, 
were commanded, under penalty of treason, to depart from 
the kingdom within, twenty days; and should they return, 
they incurred the penalties and confiscations specified in the 
27th of Queen Elizabeth, that is, they w^ere “ to be hanged, 
cut down while yet alive, beheaded, quartered, embowelled, 
and burned ; the head to be set on a spike, and exposed in 
the most public place.” In addition to this, the new act 
commanded that every person who, after the twenty days 
thus specified, should harbour or receive into his house any 

• MS. “Statiia Rei Cath. in Hibernia hoc anno 1654,” in Archiv. Colleg. 
Hib. Rom«. 

+ Another contemix)rary document in my possession states, that no less 
thon 20, 000 Irish took refuge in the Hebrides and other Scottish islands- 
t See this edict in fvdl in Dominick de Rosario pages 227-8, also in De 
Burgo and others. 
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ecclesiastic, “ would incur the confiscation of his property, and 
be put to death without hope of mercy.’’ 

Thus did the persecutors seek to deprive the fold of its 
pastors ; and we cannot but here adopt the words of Dominick 
de Rosario, “ Right well did England know that her triumph 
would never be secure as long as the ministers of the Catholic 
religion, who kept watch over the flock, were suffered to live 
in the land.” ( Loc. cit. 229.) 

An example of the severity with which this edict was 
carried into execution, is recorded in the narrative of the con- 
dition of Ireland in 1654.* 

“ When this edict was published the superior of the Jesuits was 
lying sick of fever in the house of a respectable citizen, unable to 
move in bed, not to say to journey on foot or on horseback ; a peti- 
tion was, therefore, presented to the governor of the city that he 
might be allowed to remain some few days till his strength should 
return. But the governor replied, though the whole body of the 
Jesuit was dead, and life remained only in one hand or one foot, he 
must at once quit every inch of Ireland. The sick man was forth- 
with seized in bed, hurried along for about seventy Irish miles in the 
midst of a severe winter to a seaport, and there, with two other 
Jesuits and forty secular priests, was cast into a vessel bound for 
Spain.” 

The annual letters of the society of Jesus (anno 1662), 
having referred to the just-mentioned decree, adds: — 

“ It is easy to imagine what whirlwinds of dangers then assailed 
the Catholic community in this island ; and yet the assault evidenced 
how little the persecutors gained by that edict, for the more their 
fury raged against the priests, the more courageous did these become 
to encounter every danger ; and although very many of them in each 
city of the kingdom were cast into prison, of whom some were 
hanged on gibbets, some expired, overcome by the sufferings of their 
filthy dungeons, some were sent into exile to Spain, and others 
transported as slaves to the Barbadoes, yet those who escaped from 
the enemy’s pursuit were not deterred by such impending dangers from 
the discharge of their ministry ; and others who, scattered through the 
various academies of Europe, were engaged preparing themselves for 

* M8. Statius rev. Cath., &c., 171)4. 
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the Irish mission, on seeing the harvest now ripe for the sickle, and 
hoping for more abundant spiritual fruit amidst these temporal dis- 
asters, in greater numbers than was known for many years, aban- 
doned their studies and entered on their field of labour. In the 
mean time the magistrates, lest the edict might fall into oblivion, and 
in order to strike greater terror into those who might give shelter to 
the clergy, caused it to be proclaimed anew each year throughout 
the entire kingdom ; whence it happened that the greatest part of 
the priests, unwilling to create danger for their flocks, lived in 
caverns, or on the mountains, or through the woods, or in remote 
hiding places, and often, too, were obliged to pass the winter without 
any shelter, concealed amidst the branches of the trees. This deplor- 
able condition of the kingdom fills all the Catholics with terror.” 

This decree was carried into execution with the greatest 
rigour, and no mercy was shown to whosoever was found to 
violate it. Dr. Burgatt presents us with the following details 
as to the number of tlie clergy who were sent into exile, or 
suffered extreme penalty at this direful period : — 

“In the year 1649,” he writes, “ there were in Ireland twenty- 
seven bishops, four of whom were metropolitans. In each cathedral 
there were dignitaries and canons ; each parish hud its pastors ; there 
was, moreover, a large number of other priests, and innumerable con- 
vents of the regular clergy. But \vhen Cromwell, with exceeding 
great cruel t)', persecuted the clergy, all were scattered. More than 
three hundred were put to death hy the sword or on the scaffold,* araongsit 
whom were three bishops ; more than a thousand were sent into exile, 
and amongst these all the surviving bishops, with one only exception, 
the Bishop of Kilmore^ who, weighed down by age and infirmities, as 
he was unfit to discharge the episcopal functions, so too was he unable 
to seek safety by flight. And thus for some years our island remained 
deprived of its bishops, a thing never before known during the many 
centuries since we first received the light of Catholic faith. ”| 

To discover the clergy that remained in the kingdom, spies 
and informers scoured the country on every side, impelled 
partly by hatred to religion, partly by the proffered reward. 
Five pounds was the sum held out by government for the 

* Supra trecentos gladio et criicibus extincti, &c. 

t Brevis Relatio, &c., by Dr. William Burgatt, agent of the Irish clergy in 
Rome, afterwards archbishop of Cashel, presented to the Sacred Congregation, 
1667. 
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apprehension of a priest,* together with a third part of the 
property of the person on whose lands he should be discovered ; 
moreover, the profession of informer was declared an honour- 
able one, and such persons were, by virtue of the edict, to 
receive the special favour of the Crown, and to be promoted 
to offices and dignities, as men well deserving of the 5<a<e.f 

Owing to this diligence of the persecutors, the number of 
the Catholic priests that escaped their search was comparatively 
few: — “The prisons were everywhere filled with prelates, 
priests, and religious, some of whom were executed on the 
scaffold, others were privately butchered, whilst the greater 
number were sent into exile.” Thus writes the Superior of 
the Jesuits in 1652. 

Another writer, to whom we have more than once referred, 
describes the state of Ireland in 1654, and contrasts the com- 
parative ease with which the Catholic clergy had in former 
years evaded the penal statutes, with the difficulty of remain- 
ing concealed amidst the present perils, and adds : — 

“Now the whole aspect of the kingdom is changed; difficulties 
and dangers are met with at every step ; no human industry can 
enable us to avoid them, but all must be left to a watchful Provi- 
dence. The cities and towns are now wholly occupied by the heretics, 
and the Catholics ore banished from them ; the castles and country 
residences of the gentry are converted into barracks, or if not, ore 
held by heretical new-comers. No one is allowed to travel through 
the country without being examined at every mile by the soldiery ; 
you have to show the letters patent of the magistrate of the district 
from which you come, and in them your age, stature, beard, colour of 
hair, condition of life, and many other special characteristics are men- 
tioned, and if you are found wanting in any one of them, you are 
immediately arrested as a spy or a priest, nor is there any hope of the 
soldiers’ sentence being reversed, for each soldier has the juridical 
right by martial law to arrest any person he may suspect, and inflict 

• A MS. in Arohiv. Colleg. Hib. Rom. entitled “Missio Hibemica, anno 
1652,” says; — “Jam diminuto multis in regni partibiu habitantis jiopuli 
numero, excrescentibusque pro vastitate sylvis, excrescere simul ciepenint 
rabidie lujwrum catcrv® qua; cum novos colonos infestarent, excitata venatonun 
industria, projKjsitis prtemiis, et promissis ai^enti libris quinque in singula 
luporum capita, et simul in opprobrium religionis Catholicie eodem siimma 
promissa est cuicumque saccrdotis dclatori. Adeoque lupi cajiut et sacerdotis 
eodem venale pretio fait.” 

t Morison, “Threnodia,” page 27. 


Digitized by Google 



xliv INTRODICTION. 

Capitol punishment. The same martial law authorizes them to enter 
the house of any Catholic, at any hour of the day or night, and explore 
every corner of it, under the pretence, forsooth, of detecting and 
arresting priests. And lest any of the soldierj- should be enticed by 
bribes to allow any priest to escape, the English Government ofiFers a 
larger reward of each discov'cry than could be hoped for from the 
oppressed and impoverished Catholics. The soldiers, therefore, partly 
impelled by hatred for the Catholic religion, and p.artly urged on by 
avarice and the hope of lucre, never cease by day or by night to beset 
the houses of the Catholics, and explore their most secret recesses ; 
moreover, they hire spies, and keep them in various quarters, that 
they may thus receive information of any rumour that may be heard 
of the arrival of a priest in the neighbourhood.”* 

§ 3. — Other Penal Laws. 

Further penal enactments against the Catholics were passed 
in quick succession. One of the first measures was to con- 
fiscate the estates of the Catholic gentry. No fewer than 
five millions of acres were parcelled out amongst the Puritan 
soldiers and favourites of the Protector, and so complete was 
the extermination of the natives that when the government 
commissioners were distributing some estates in Tipperary, 
none of the inhabitants could be found to point out the 
bounds of these estates.f 

“ Thus,” writes Curry, “ the sword of extermination passed over the 
land, and the soldiers sat down to banquet on the hereditary pos- 
sessions of the natives. 

And Dominick De Rosario cries out — 

“ It was not enough for them to torment and slay all of the Irish who 
fell into their hands; on the contrary, they resolved to proscribe 
all those who had not been taken in their impious toils ; they contem- 
plated the extirpation of the Irish people, in order to secure their 
triumph and new fangled religion.”§ 

That the persecution might be carried on with some sem- 
blance of justice, a new tribunal was instituted, called a high 

* Status Eei Cath. &c. an. 1654. 

t Privy Council Book, A. 5, in “Haverty’s History of Ireland,’’ page 
595. 

t Keview of the Civil Wars of Ireland. 

§ Hist. &c., page 227. 
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court of justice ; in it all the ordinary forms of law were set 
aside, and so iniquitous and blood}' were the sentences pro 
nonneed in these courts, that they were commonly called 
“ Cromwell’s slaughter-houses.”* * * § 

The parliament commissioners in Dublin, for their part, 
were not idle. It was enacted, that any one absent from the 
Protestant parish church on Sunday should incur a fine of 
thirty pence ; and it was made obligatory on the magistrates 
of Ulster, Meath, Leinster, and Munster, to take away the chil- 
dren of the Catholics and send them to England to be edu- 
cated Protestants.f All Irish noblemen, whose fathers were 
not English, were obliged, under pain of death, to wear a 
distinctive mark on their dress; the Irish of inferior rank 
were likewise compelled to wear a black round spot on the 
right cheek, under pain of being branded with a similar mark 
for the first offence, and of being hanged for the second.^ No 
office was to be conferred on an Irishman, if a fit Englishman 
could be found; if an Englishman were killed, the Irish of 
his district forfeited their lives; if an Englishman lost any of 
his property, the Irish had to compensate his loss threefold. 
Moreover, all Irish beyond fourteen years of age were 
declared the property of the republic, to be employed on sea 
or land ; and any Irishman going one mile beyond the dis- 
trict in which his name was registered without a passport, or 
any one taking part in an assembly of four persons, forfeited 
his life.§ 

The history of the Jesuit mission in Ireland, written in 
1662, thus describes the condition to which the country was 
now reduced : — 


* “ The Israelites in Egypt (writes De Burgo) could cry to Pharaoh from their 
oppressiont yet this was not granted to the Irish ; if the former were oppressed, 
they had, however, the flesh-pots and abumlance of food ; the Irish whilst 
enduring a worse than Egyptian slavery, are exterminated by famine and the 
sword.” — (Hib. Dorn. i>age 707 ) 

t Act of Pari. 1657. I)e Burgo. loc. cit. page 707. 

I Porter, “Compend. Anna!,” page 202. 

§ See these and other enactments in Porter’s loc. cit. ; also De Burgo and 
Cambron. Evers, vol. i. jwige 51, not. p. Another act which, perhaps, even 
still more reveals the rapacity of the persecutors, commanded all Catholics 
throughout the kingdom to surrender on the 24th of February, 1653, all 
the horses that in any way might be deemed fit for the saddle. See “Vita 
Francisci Kirovani Ep. AUaden,”page 119. 
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“ The Catholic nobility and gentry, and the inhabitants of the 
cities and towns, are deprived of their lands and goods, and partly 
banished to foreign countries — partly driven to the remote and 
uncultivated parts of the kingdom ; some, too, were sold as slaves 
for the American islands, and some were privately butchered. . . . 
Thus all the Catholics are in exile, and in their stead, in the cities, 
and castles, and towns, and garrisons, none are to be found but parlia- 
mentarian heretics, for the most part of the lowest class of artizans, 
and the scum and outcast of society.* Hence, the ecclesiastics have 
nowhere a resting-place, and they are forced to fly to the herds of 
cattle, or to seek a refuge in the barns, or stables, or desert places ; 
sometimes they seek to conceal themselves by paying for their lodg- 
ing in the houses of the heretics. As regards the fathers of the 
society, some dwell in ruined edifices, others sleep by night in the 
porticos of the temples, lest they should occEision any danger to the 
Catholics.” 

Again we read: — 

** The heretics being now masters of the kingdom, the clergy is 
scattered and destroyed, and the Catholic religion is almost extinct f 
The nobility and gentry, and native citizens, are despoiled of their 
goods and properties, and in their place foreign heretics have been im- 
ported, the vilest of men, persecutors and capital enemies of the Catholic 
religion ; so that Ireland no longer seems to be Ireland, and there are 
no longer any persons there to harbour the clergy and religious, but 
only to pursue them and lead them to imprisonment, torture, and 
the scaffold. Such is the sad condition of Ireland under the most 
cruel tyrant, Oliver Cromwell, the Nero, Domitian, and Julian, of our 
age. . . . Hence Ireland is in a far worse condition now than it was 
one hundred years ago, for it is inundated with foreign enemies and 
heretical persecutors; it is as an uncultivated field, overrun with 
briars — an immense and frightful wilderness — a new and unexplored 
land, to be once more cultivated and reclaimed.” 

The following still more minute and invaluable nar- 
rative of the many penal enactments of this time enforced 
against the Catholics, is extracted from another contemporary 
wi'iter — 

“The Irish nation, besides many other gifts of nature, has two 

* Viles, opifices, populi f®x et quisquiliee. 

t Deletue et expulsus est clems ; Catholica religio pene extiucta. 

Relatio rcrum quarumdam, &c., auoo 1650. 
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especially remarkable and most innate in her, which seem as two 
talents most liberally bestowed on her by God — namely, constancy 
in the Catholic religion, and an insatiable thirst for knowledge, in 
both which qualities I know not if she yields to any other nation. 
All who are acquainted with the nation, know well these her charac* 
teristios. The heretics, too, know them by experience ; ever since 
the commencement of the Anglican schism they oppress the Irish with 
an iron yoke, and renewing the cruelty of the enemies of the Jews 
towards the shorn Samson, they unceasingly strive, by every art, to 
destroy in them the eyes of religion and learning ; having proscribed 
the true pastors of souls, they imported mercenary pastors, whose 
only aim is to plunder and slaughter and destroy. The Catholic 
schoolmasters being expelled, now no one can open a school but a 
heretic, that, forsooth, the poison of Satan may be instilled into the 
children’s minds. All Catholic books are prohibited, and wheresoever 
they are found, they are destroyed by fire, and in their stead we are 
inundated with pestiferous books that scatter everywhere the cockle 
of heresy. The use of printing is interdicted to the Irish, lest, for- 
sooth, any book might be circulated that did not come forth from an 
heretical source. Nay more, whilst the Catholic religion yet flourished 
in the kingdom, the English Parliament decreed that no university 
should be erected in Ireland, lest, perhaps, the eyes of the people 
might be opened to see the tyranny of the yoke imposed on them. It 
is strictly forbidden for an Irishman to send his children for education 
to foreign parts, excepting to England, where he will be sure to im- 
bibe the asp’s milk. The jurisconsults are expelled from the tribunals, 
nay, the Irish are expelled from every office, unless they attest, by 
oath, the supremacy of the crown in matters of the church and re- 
ligion. The eldest sons of the nobility, when young, are handed 
over to the guardianship of heretics, and these guardians, or rather 
wolves, devour the innocent lambs, and seize on all their goods and 
revenues : they consign, moreover, the youths to heretical schools as 
to so many prisons, where, by daily threats and punishments, they 
compel them to attend at the Protestant conventicles. They cannot 
contract marriage except with one destined by these guardians, where- 
fore it often happens that the most noble youths are bound to receive 
wives from the very lowest class, and frbm families that have only 
just emerged from the scum of society by rapine and fraud, the 
daughters, to wit, or relatives of the tutors, who moreover are 
always heretics, and deeply imbued with the poison of Calvinism. 
All the Irish are excluded from the viceroyalty of the kingdom ; they 
are even declared incapable of this office by the very fact of being 
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born in Ireland. Merchandise and comraerco are subjected to bo many 
taxes and restraints, that they are almost wholly taken from the 
hands of the Irish, and given to strangers.* The lands and terri- 
tories of the gentry, by new interpretations of the laws, arc extorted 
from those who possessed them for centuries, and are given to upstart 
heretics. We ourselves have seen many most respectable men, who, 
were it not for the oppression that prevails, would abound in wealth, 
but who now are seated in ruined edifices by an uncheering fireside ; 
and when interrogated as to the reason of their carelessness, they replied 
that they did not dare to live otherwise, and were they to repair or 
ornament their houses, the harpies would at once seize on them, and 
they themselves be deprived of the little that remained. Hence is 
the whole nation now reduced to such poverty, that it is no longer 
reckoned by the foreign countries, and none but poor and outcasts 
now go forth from that island, whence formerly, as 8t. Bernard writes, 
went forth so many swarms of holy men, and countless bands of phi- 
losophers, who illumined France, Germany, and Italy, by their learn- 
ing and the splendour of their virtues.” 

§ 4. — Perils of the Clerot. 

The reader can now easily picture to himself the perils that 
on every side beset the Irish priesthood. Yet, heedless of 
danger, many clung to their flocks to break to them the bread 
of life. History does not afford examples of more heroic for- 
titude, more fearless courage, more enduring constancy, than 
that displayed at this period by the Catholic clergy of Ireland. 
Mr. Dalton, in his history of the Archbishops of Dublin, 
quotes from a Latin manuscript, written in 1653, the following 
extract:! — 

“ The keen eyed vigilance of persecution has driven the Catholic 
laity into the country ; and the priests and monks scarcely presume 
to sleep even in the houses of their owm people ; their life is warfare 
and earthly martyrdom ; they breathe as if by stealth among the hills 
or in the woods, and not unfroquently in the abyss of bogs or marshes, 
which their oppressors cannot penetrate ; yet, hither flock congrega- 
tions of poor Catholics, whom they refresh with the consolation of 

•Dr. French, in “Unkind Deserter,” page 186, writes — “The Catholies of 
Ireland are excluded from all commerce, whicli the very Turks do grant to 
their Christians. ” 

t Archbishojis of Dublin, page 424. 
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the sacraments, direct with the best advice, instruct in constancy of 
faith and confirm in the endurance of the cross of the Lord. These 
things, however, could not be efiected without the knowledge of the 
heretics, who in a simultaneous impulse are hurried through the 
mountains and the woods exploring the retreal of the clergy ; and 
never was the chase of the wild beasts more hot and more bitter than 
the rush of the priest-destroyers through the woods of Ireland, many 
of whom deem it the most agreeable recreation to run down to the 
death those beasts of the woods, as they term the Catholic clergy.” 

The narrative of the state of Ireland in 1654,* presents 
many additional particulars : — 

“We live, for the most part, in the mountains and forests; and 
often, too, in the midst of bogs to escape the horse of the heretics. 
One priest, advanced in years, father John Carolan, was so diligently 
sought for, and so closely watched, being surrounded on all sides, and 
yet not discovered, that at length he died of starvation. Another, 
father Christopher Netterville, like St. Athanasius, for an entire 
year and more, lay hid in his father’s sepulchre ; and even there with 
difSculty escaping the pursuit of the enemy, he had to fly to a still more 
incommodious retreat. One was concealed in a deep pit, from which 
he at intervals went forth on some mission of charity. The heretics 
having received information os to his hiding-place, rushed to it, and 
throwing down immense blocks of rock, exulted in his destruction ; 
but Providence watched over the good father, and he was absent, 
engaged in some pious work of his sacred ministry, when his retreat 
was thus assailed. As the holy Sacrifice cannot be offered up in 
these receptacles of beasts rather than of men, all the clergy carry 
with them a suflicient number of consecrated hosts, that thus they 
themselves may be comforted by this holy Sacrament, and may be 
able to administer it to the sick and to others.” 

Every art of the most refined cruelty was deemed lawful 
when pursuing to death these doomed victims of the Catholic 
clergy ; and many are the instances which have been handed 
down to us of priests who were dragged from their hidden 
recesses, and subjected to the most brutal excesses. One scene, 
recorded by Ludlow in his memoirs (vol. 1 ; page, 422 ; edition 
Vevay, 169b), sufficiently illustrates the rage of the perse- 

• Status rei Catholicse, &c., 1664, in Archiv. CoUeg. Hib. de TJrb*. 
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cutors. When marching from Dundalk to Castleblaney, and 
passing by a deep cave, lie discovered that some Irish were con- 
cealed therein. Two days were spent by his party in endeavour- 
' ing to smother the ^fugitives by smoke. At the close of the 
first day, thinking that all should be dead, some of them 
entered the mouth of the cave, but as they advanced, the 
foremost was wounded by a pistol-shot fired from within. . It 
appears that the inmates preserved themselves from suftbcation 
by holding their faces close to the surface of some running water 
in the cavern ; and one, who was placed at the entrance as guard, 
took his post near a crevice through which the air was admitted. 
On the next day all the crevices were stopped, the fires were 
kindled anew, and, as Ludlow expresses it, “ another smother 
was made.” The soldiers then entered with helmets and breast- 
plates: they found the only armed man dead inside the 
entrance, but they did not enjoy the brutal gratification of find- 
ing the others suffocated, for they still preserved life at the little 
brook. A crucifix, chalice, and sacred vestments were found 
in the cave, and fifteen of the surviving fugitives were at once 
massacred by the soldiery ; one of the victims is supposed to 
have been a Catholic priest ; it is evident they had assembled to 
assist at the holy Sacrifice, and it became their happy privi- 
lege by martyrdom to pass from the temporary altar to the 
presence of the Lamb, in his unveiled splendours in Heaven. 

Wholly peculiar to this Puritan persecution was the edict 
published at the same time, commanding the Catholics under 
the severest penalties to give information against their loved 
pastors, should they merely chance to meet with them even in 
the public streets : — 

“ If any one shall know where a priest remains concealed in caves, 
woods, or caverns, or if, by any chance he should meet a priest on the 
highway, and not immediately take him into custody, and present him 
before the next magistrate, such person is to be considered a traitor 
and an enemy to the republic. He is accordingly to be cast into pri- 
son, flogged through the public street*?, and afterwards have his ears 
cut off. But should it appear that he kept up any correspondence or 
friendship with a priest, he is to suffer death.”* 


’ ^lorison, loc. cit. ]). ‘ 27 . 
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No edicts, however, could sever the bonds that united toge- 
ther the pastors and their flocks. A letter of the Archbishop 
of Tuam, written from Nantes in September, 1658, informs 
us that, even then, whilst the persecution raged with its greatest 
violence, there were 150 priests in his province, and a like 
number in the other provinces, “ attending to the care of souls, 
seeking refuge in the forests and in the caverns of the earth.” 
The same illustrious confessor of the faith informs us that the 
priests lately arrested were not put to death as formerly, in 
consequence of the remonstrance of the Catholic princes on 
the continent, but “ they were transported to the island of 
Inisbofin, in the diocese of Tuam, where they were compelled 
to subsist on herbs and water.” 

One of the priests arrested at this period \vas father James 
Finaghty, vicar-general of the diocese of Elphin, a man much 
malifirned, even in some of our Catholic histories. The short 
record of his sufferings handed down to us in a narrative of 
the visitation of that diocese made in 1668, sufficiently proves 
that if the penalty of death was suspended for awhile, yet no 
toleration was allowed to the Catholic clergy : — 

“ Father James Finaghty frequently suffered many tortures and 
cruel afflictions from the common enemy, for the faith of Christ ; five 
times was he arrested, and once he was tied to a horse’s tail and 
dragged naked through the streets, then cast into a horrid dungeon ; 
nevertheless, being again ransomed by a sum of money, he continues 
to labour untiringly and feailessly in the vineyard of the Lord.”* 

§ 5. — Transplanting to Connaught. 

The sword, and subsequent pei*secuting edicts, did not 
succeed in exterminating the Catholic Irish. Hence, the 
ingenuity of the Puritan masters was set to work to discover 
some new means for attaining that end. A spot was chosen, 
the most desolate and devastated in the whole kingdom, and 
thither, by public proclamation, (in 1654,) all Catholics were 
commanded to repair. This was, in fact, nothing less than a 
frightful imprisonment of all the survivors of the nation. To 

* Relatio visitationis dia'C. Elphin. factae an. 1GG8, ab Etlmundo Teige, &c. , 
in my possession. 
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CoDDauglit or the scaffold, was the fiendish cry of the ]>erse- 
cutors throughout the country ; and yet it w^as not even the 
province of Connaught, but only the bai*ren portions of it that 
the bounty of the Puritans set aside for the Irish Catholics. 
The heretics retained for themselves a breadth of four miles 
along the shores of the Atlantic, and of two miles along the 
rich banks of the Shannon. The Irish, moreover, were not 
allowed to reside in the capital of the province, or in any of the 
market-towns.* Pent up within these precincts, it was ex- 
pected that the Catholic race would soon become extinct by 
famine and disease; for throughout this barren district the 
new-comers were friendless and unpitied, without food to eat 
or house to afford them a protection ; there was no seed to sow, 
nor cattle to stock the land. It was death for an Irishman to 
step beyond the limits thus cruelly traced, and any mere 
Irishman found in any other part of the kingdom could be 
butchered without further inquiry. We shall allow Lord 
Clarendon to sketch this refinement of Puritan policy: — 


“ They found the utter extermination of the nation which they had 
intended, to be in itself very difficult, and to carry in it somewhat of 
horror, that made some impression upon the stone-hardness of their 
own hearts. After so many thousands destroyed by the plague which 
raged over the kingdom, by fire, sword, and famine, and after so many 
thousands transported to foreign parts, there remained still such a 
numerous'people, that they knew not how to dispose of; and though 
they were declared to be all forfeited, and so to have no title to any- 
thing, yet they must remain somewhere ; they therefore found this 
expedient, which they called an Act of grace. There was a large 
tract of land, even to the half of the province of Connaught, that was 
separated from the rest by a long and large river, and which by the 
plague, and many massacres, remained almost desolate. Into this 
space they required all the Irish to retire by sueh a day, under the 
penalty of death ; and who should after that time be found in any 
other pai’t of the kingdom, man, woman, or child, should be killed by 
anybody who saw or met them. The land within the circuit, the 
most barren in the kingdom, was, out of this grace and mercy of the 
conquerors, assigned to those of the nation as were enclosed, in such 


♦ See P. Walsh’s Reply to a Person of Quality, &c. 
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proportions as might with great indusfry preserve their lives.” — 
(Clarendon’s Life, vol. ii. p. 116 .)* 

The pereecutors, however, were not satiated by thus trans- 
planting the Irish inliabitants ; they, moreover, obliged all to 
whom some portions of land were marked out in this barren 
district, to sign conveyances or releases of their titles to their 
former properties, that thus they and their heirs might be for 
ever debarred from their old inheritance.f This law was not 
a mere idle threat; it was carried into execution wdth the 
greatest rigour. Amongst other instances we find recorded, 
that when some of the transplanted Irish erected cabins or 
creaghts, as the hurdle houses \vere then called, in the vicinity 
of Athlone, orders were sent from Dublin Castle to banish all 
the Irish and other •popish persons from that neighbourhood, so 
that no such gathering should be allowed vvithin five miles of 
the English garrison, { 

No pen can describe the frightful scenes of misery that 
ensued. With famine and pestilence, despair seized upon the 
afflicted natives; thousands died of starvation and disease; 
others cast themselves from precipices, whilst the walking 
spectres that remained seemed to indicate that ’ the whole 
plantation was nothing more than a mighty sepulchre.§ 

The Puritans, how'ever, were still attentive to extort from 
the poverty of the transplanted Catholics whatsoever might 
perchance, have yet remained to them. A contemporary 
writer thus describes these new arts of the Puritan per- 
secutors : — I 

“ There is one thing that now perplexes us very much, the trans- 
planting of our nation to the province of Connaught. This is a tract 
of Ireland for the most part rocky and mountainous, and wholly 

* Soo also ScobcU’s Statut. p. 258. The 1st of May, 165^ was the day 
fixed, after which any Irishman found in any ;>art of three provinces of Ireland 
might be arbitrarily put to death. 

t Clarendon loc. cit vol. ii. p. 116. 

J MS. Orders of Council, cit. by Haverty, p. 595. 

g See History of the Irish Catholics, by M. O’Oonor, p. 87. — “Thousands 
perished of cold and hunger, many flung themselve.s headlong from precipices, 
and into lakes and rivers, death being the last refuge from such direful cala- 
mities.” Also De Burgo in Hib. Dom. p. 706. 

II Status roi Catholicie. anno 1654. 
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reduced to a wilderress by the constant whirlwind of wars, uninter- 
rupted for so many years. Nowhere, throughout all that region, can 
a house be met with ; scarcely is there a particle of a wall left stand- 
ing, the edifices being destroyed by fire, and levelled to the ground, 
lest any habitation or defence should remain for the Catholics. Two 
cities alone remain, and from those the inhabitants are expelled, and 
they are now filled with English Anabaptists ; some of the maritime 
ports, too, are inhabited by the same pest ; the remainder of the pro- 
vince is wholly devastated, and everything levelled to the ground. 

“ To this desert all the nobility and gentry of the kingdom, and all 
that had any land or possessions are now transported ; amidst these 
mountains they receive some small particles of land, for the most part 
sterile and rocky. There they must fix their dwellings, and build 
for themselves, as best they may, or otherwise be exposed to the hoar 
frost. Nor is the evil confined to this. The Catholics thus trans- 
planted, although deprived of nearly all their fortunes and goods, are, 
nevertheless, obliged to support in this Connaught wilderness seventy 
stations of Puritan soldiers, which are arranged at stated distances 
throughout the country, under the pretence, indeed, of their own 
security, and lest Catholics might plot against the State, and excite 
fresh disturbances, but in reality that they may keep away all priests, 
and prevent the exercise of the Catholic religion ; and, moreover, that 
thus any property that still remained amongst the persecuted natives 
might be wasted away and consumed in supporting such a number of 
guards, and so the whole nation might become gradually extinct ; for 
they see that no violence or artifice can force them to abandon the 
Catholic faith. Indeed, the magistrates more than once notified to some 
of the Catholic gentry whom they were anxious to protect, that all this 
vexation would cease, should they only consent to renounce the Homan 
Pontiff, and especially the Mass. They sought also to persuade not a 
few of the Catholics, that it was folly for them to precipitate them- 
selves into voluntary banishment, which could be prevented by so easy 
a remedy. But the Catholics closed their ears with the holy fear of 
God against these Siren enchantments, and they choose to suffer even 
death rather than to tarnish their glory, holding in mind that they 
are children of saints, and that an inheritance of glory awaits them.” 

§ 6. — Puritan Colonists. 

Ireland was now, indeed, become the spoil of her merciless 
heretical enemy. Tlie whole kingdom w^as ordered to be 
surveyed, and “ the best land was rated at only four shillings 
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per acre, and some only at one penny.’’* The soldiers drew 
lots as to the parts of the kingdom that should be allotted to 
them, and Cromwell reserved to himself a large private 
demesne, comprising the chief portion of the county Tip- 
perary. 

To supply inhabitants to the desolate country, Protestant 
settlers were invited from New England, and liberal offers 
were likew ise made to the Vaudois of Piedmont, should they 
choose Ireland for an evangelical coloiiy.”t These offers, 
however, w'ere made in vain; and so universal was the horror 
of the brutality displayed by the Puritan officers in Ireland, 
that none but the very dregs of society could bo found even 
in England^ to seek a share in the spoil. There is a passage 
in Dominick de Rosario’s History of the Geraldines, that 
details to us the character of the new settlers, and the rapacious 
spirit wdth w'hich they rushed to plunder our island of 
saints; — 

“ That raging mass, besprinkled with the monarch’s blood, burst 
upon the land of my birth. The butcher, the buffoon, and tho hired 
cut-throat, each led his band ; and tho very dregs of English cities 
and towns were invested with centurion authority. Then came 
hideous woes, as though God would lash us with a triple scourge, 
discord, famine, and pestilence. 'Well was it for those who died by 
tho plague, for they passed away without dishonour ; and happier 
were they who perished by tho edge of the sword, for they thus 
escaped the lingering pangs of hunger. Cities and towns were seized 
by those ruthless slayers ; the nobility was ruined, tho temples of 
God razed, altars polluted, everything sacred profaned, whole families 
destroyed, smiling plains deduced to barrenness, and the lowing herds 
slaughtered to feed au unbridled soldiery. Blessed, then, wore they 
who possessed nothing. But how shall I describe the horrors which 
those fiends heaped on the heads of the Catholic clergy ? In their 
private houses ; in the caverns of the earth ; in the recesses of tho 
mountains and woods ; naked and unarmed ; were they not maimed, 
stabbed, struck with stones in their very transit to the gibbet ? Oh ! 


* Morrice, Life of Orrery, vol. ii., p.age 117. 

t Hutchinson, History of Massachusset, page 190. Thurloe, vol. ii. 
jukge 4.79. 

X Many citizens of London at the time of the great fire, in 1GG6, looked on 
it as a chastisement from God for the cruelties exercised against the Irish. 
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how many of them breathed out their souls exhorting their country- 
men to deeds of heroism, and undying attachment to the Catholic 
religion !’’* 

Amongst the manuscripts belonging to the King’s library in 
the British museum, there is a work entiled “ An Account of 
Ireland,” written in 1773, which, speaking of the Cromwellian 
era, thus describes well the hordes of sectaries that overspread 
the three confiscated provinces of Ireland. “ An army of new 
settlers, and mostly of a newer religion, whether Anabaptists, 
Socinians, Muggletonians, Brownists or Millenarians, now 
obtained large grants of forfeited lands in Ireland, and from 
these adventurers are descended some of the principal persoas 
in the kingdom in opulence and power. Most of these settlers 
were men of the sourest leaven, who eagerly adopted the most 
harsh and oppressive measures against those upon whose ruin 
they rose.f This description of the sectaries of every hue 
that divided amongst themselves the possessions of the exter- 
minated or transplanted Irish, is confirmed by Lord Clare, in 
his celebrated speech on the union : — 

“ A new colony of new settlers composed of all the various sects 
which then infested England, — Independents, Anabaptists, Seceders, 
Srownists, Socinians, Millenarians, and dissenters of every description, 
many of them infected with the leaven of democracy, — poured into 
Ireland, and were put into possession of the ancient inheritance of its 
inhabitants.” 

It cannot be expected that many virtues would be found in 
the train of these ruthless colonists; on the contrary, they 
seemed to wage war against every virtue, and to have become 
the champions of every vice. An eye-witness, Mr. Thomas 
Wadding, thus writes, on the 21st October, 1656: — “ There is 
no corner of Ireland but is now filled with heresies and 
atheism, and iniquity of every sort ; never was the Catholic 
name so persecuted; malice is triumphant, all vices flourish, 
justice has decayed; true faith, and mercy, and modesty, and 
sincerity are banished; violence and audacity everywhere 

* Loc. cit. page 298. 

+ See “The Irish Chureh, its History and .Statistics," by W.Shee, Sergeant- 
at-law, &c., 1852, page 9. 
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j)revail ; no one has any property but what he acquired by frauil 
and violence; the good are exposed to persecution and 
mockery, the bad alone are prosperous, and abound in 
wealth. ... So that we are tempted to cry out, ‘ Oh, God ! 
what an age have you made us spectators of !”* 

In Cambrensis E versus, vol. 3, page V5, we find an additional 
corroborating testimony to the vile character of the new 
colonists: — “ Nobles of high descent,' says that contemporary 
author, “ were robbed of two-thirds of their hereditary estates 
and ordered to confine themselves within the contracted limits 
of the remaining third; while the properties wrested from 
them were assigned to swarms of Englishmen, collected from 
the barber’s shops, and highways, and taverns, and stables, and 
hog-sties of England.” 


§ 7. — Irish Exported as Slaves. 

It was not enough to import foreigners of every hue and 
every denomination into Ireland ; the Puritan rulers deemed it 
further necessary to export as slaves to the American islands 
as many of the natives as yet survived the miseries and vexa- 
tions of Connaught. Jamaica and the adjoining islands had 
lately passed into the hands of England, and slaves were want- 
ing to cultivate the sugar and tobacco-plant on their de.adly 
soil. Sir William Petty,! writing in 1672, states that six 
thousand boys and women were thus sold as slaves to the 
undertakers of the Americ<an islands. Bruodin estimates the 
total number of the exiles from Ireland at 100,000 ; and adds, 
that of these several thousands were transported to the tobacco 
islands.! A letter, written in 1656, cited by Dr. Lingard, 
reckons the number of Catholics thus sent to slavery at 
60,000. “ The Catholics are sent off in shipsfiill to the 

Barbadoes and other American islands. I believe 60,000 
have already gone; for the husbands being first sent to Spain 

• Deus ad quie nos tempera reservasti! Letter of Thomas Wadding from 
Nantes, 21 Oct., 1650, to Mgr. Rinuceini; preserved in Barberini Archives. 

t Political Anatomy of Ireland,, page 187. 

t Propugnac. pag. 672, “aliquot millia in diversas Americffl tabaccaria# 
insulas relegata sunt. 
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and Belgium already, their wives and children are now des- 
tined for the Americans.”* 

This transportation to slavery was even viewed by the 
Puritan persecutors as a boon they were conferring on the 
Irish Catholics. When Secretary Thurloe wrote to the Lord 
Deputy of Ireland to inform him that a stock of Irish was 
required for the peopling of Jamaica, f the Lord Deputy 
replied : — • 

“ Concerning the supply of young men, although we must use 
force in taking them up, yet it being so much for their own good, 
and likely to be of so great advantage to the public, it is not the 
least doubted but that you may have such a number of them as you 
may think fit to make use of on this account. I shall not need re- 
peat anything regarding the girls, not doubting to answer your 
expectations to the full in that; and I think it might be of like 
advantage to your affairs there and ours here, if you should think fit 
to send fifteen hundred or two thousand boys to the place above- 
mentioned. We can well spare them, and who knows but that it 
may bo the means of making them Englishmen — I mean rather 
Christians. As for the girls, I suppose you will make provisions of 
clothes and other accommodations for thein.”t 

The author of the “ Description of Ireland in 1654,‘” with- 
out stating the number of those thus transported to the 
tobacco islands, observes: — 

“ The heretics at length, despairing of being ever able to alienate 
the Irish from the ancient faith, transport their children in ships- 
full for sale to the Indian islands, that thus, forsooth, no remnant of 
the Irish race may survive, and none escape from the utter extermi- 
nation of the nation.’’ 

* When the Rev. John Grace visited these islands in 1G6G, he found that 
there were as yet no fewer than 12,000 Irish scattered amongst them, and that 
they were treated as slaves. — (From his letter of 5th of .July, 16G9). 

t Thurloe’s Memoirs, vol. iv. 

J Thiu-loe loc. cit. page 75. In Porter, “Comp. Annal.” i)age 292, we find 
the following article of the Irish Commissioners ; “ That Irish women, as being 
too nura'erons now, be sold to merchants and transj)Oi*ted to Virginia, New 
England, Jamaica, or other countries, where they may support themselves 
by their labour. ” 

M‘Geoghegan (page 577}, reckons, exclusive, probably, of the women, and 
children, “from fourteen to twenty thousand, both soldiei's and coiuitry- 
})eople, sold as slaves and transiwrted to America. ” 
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The same writer adds an instance of the sufferings to which 
the Irish slaves 'were subjected in these distant islands: — 

“ God alone knows the severe lot that awaits the Irish children in 
that slavery. "VVe may form some idea of it from what happened to 
some others of our nation there last year, that is to suj', iu 1653. 
The heretics, seeing that matters were prospering with the Irish in 
the island of St. Christopher, and being excited partly by envy and 
partly by hatred of the Catholic religion, seized in one night and 
bound with chains three hundred of the principal Irish that were 
there, and carried them off to a desert island, w'hich was wholly 
destitute of all necessaries of life, that there they might inevitably 
perish from cold and starvation. This was, alas ! too sadly realized 
in all, excepting two, who, through despair, cast themselves into the 
sea, resolving to risk their lives rather on the waves than on the 
barren rocks. One of these soon perished, the other reached the main- 
land, bearing the sad intelligence of the dreadful fate of his com- 
panions.” 

The letter of father Grace, already mentioned, states that 
those who yet survived in 1666 were cruelly treated both tem- 
porally and spiritually : “ The administration of the sacraments 
and the giving of instruction is wholly interdicted, nor can 
any priest visit them without risking his life.” 

Another “ Relatio” of the same islands, made about the 
same time, reckons the population of Barbadoes at 40,000, of 
whom 8,000 were Irish; and it adds, regarding these Irish, 
that “ they are sadly deprived of spiritual assistance ; neverthe- 
less their constancy in the faith is wondrous and miraculous 
(iniia et miraculosa), for they cling to it despite the oppressive 
exactions, and threats, and promises, and innumerable arts 
employed by the heretics to withdraw them from it.” In 
another small island adjoining St. Christopher, the same narra- 
tive says, there were 600 Irish; these stealthily sought to 
frequent the sacraments, and assist at the holy sacrifice in 
some of the French chapels, but “ as often as they are dis- 
covered they receive the lash and are fined by their English 
masters” (mulctas ct verbera patiuntur ab Auglis.) 
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§ 8. — The Oath of Abjuration. 

Father Richard Shelton, Superior of the Jesuits in Ireland, 
writing to the Sacred Congregation, on 28th of April, 1658, 
conveyed the sad intelligence, that the persecution of Crom- 
well ajiainst the Irish Catholics was carried on with ever 
increasing fury; two of the Jesuit fathers had lately been 
arrested, and were treated with great cruelty, especially, he 
adds, “ every effort is now made to compel the Catholics, by 
exile, imprisonment, confiscation of goods, and other penalties, 
to take the sacrilegious oath of abjuration, but all in vain, for 
as yet there has not been even one to take it, with the excep- 
tion of a stranger residing in our island, who had acquired 
large possessions, and being afraid of losing them, and at the 
same time being ashamea of the other Catholics, undertook a 
journey of more than 200 miles, to present himself to one of 
Cromwell’s commissaries ”* 

The oath devised by Cromwell, condensed into a few 
formulas all the virulence of Puritanism against the Catholic 
tenets. It was as follows : — 

“ I A. B. abhor, detest, and abjure the authority of the Pope, as 
well in regard of the Churcli in general, as in regard of mysc'lf in 
particular. I condemn and anathematize the tenet that any reward 
is due to good works. I firmly believe and avow that no reverence is 
due to the Virgin Mary, or to any other saint in heaven ; and that no 
petition or adoration can be addressed to them without idolatry. I 
assert, that no worship or reverence is due to the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, or to the elements of bread and wine after consecration, 
by whomsoever that consecration may bo made. I believe there is 
no Purgatory, but that it is a popish invention ; so is also the tenet 
that the Pope can grant Indulgences. I also firmly believe that 
neither the Pope, nor any other priest, can remit sins, as the papists 
rave. And all this I swear,” &c.f 

The penalty enacted against all who should refuse to take 
this oath was the confiscation of two-thirds of all their goods, 

* In a note of the Sacred Congregation at this i>eriod, reference is made to a 
Brief sent by the Holy Father to console the Catholics of Ireland, and animate 
them to endure witli constancy the itersocution to wliich they were exposed. 

f Morison Threnodia, &c., 31 ; Ant. BrufKliu, p. 95; Be Burgo, p. 708. 
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whicli was to be repeated each time that they should prove 
refractory. It was expected that the Catholic gentry, already 
reduced to poverty by continued exactions, would be terri- 
fied into compliance by the dread of absolute penury and 
utter ruin which now impended over them. As to the poorer 
class, another penalty was enacted, forsooth, slavery in the 
Barbadoes.* In every town commissaries and officers were 
specially deputed to receive this oath, and these received 
instructions from Government to commence with such persons 
as would probably assent to the oath, and to proceed in the 
matter with the greatest energy. At this moment of peril for 
the faith of our people, the Catholic clergy were everywhere 
to be seen abandoning their hiding-places to encourage their 
flocks; they fearlessly went around from house to house 
admonishing the rich to despise their transitory possessions, 
when an eternal inheritance was at stake, and reminding the 
poor that God’s providence would not abandon them, and that 
in his own good time God would repay an hundred-fold all 
their sufferings.! 

“ These exhortations were not made in vain (we quote the words 
of a contemporary narrative), and the innate constancy of the whole 
nation in the Catholic faith, shone forth with such splendour, that a 
like instance of national constancy can nowhere be found in history ; 
all, animated with the spirit of faith, declared that they were ready 
to endure extreme torture, rather than obey the impious edict. Even 
the most wealthy betrayed no apprehensions, and they avowed that of 
all the penal enactments, this was the most grateful to them ; for in 
the others some secondary motive was often assigned, but here the 
only and express motive was hatred to the Catholic faith, for which it 
would be to them a matter of joy to sacrifice whatsoever they 
possessed 

For once the heretics were found to second the efforts of the 
Catholic clergy. They yearned for new confiscations, and 
already had marked out for themselves the lands now possessed 

* Ibid. Also “Relatio quorumdam quce in Hibernia accidenmt circa jura- 
mentum quod abjurationis vocant a Cromwello Catholicis iujimctum emitti.” — 
A Contemp. MS. preserved in Archiv. CoUeg. Hib. Romec. 

M.S. Relatio, &c. “Txmc videre erat e clero latebris exeuntes, cursare 
I>er Catholicorum dom<^” &c. 

X Ibid. Hicc et similia non surdis canebantur, &c. 
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in Connaught by the transplanted Irish gentry. Tlie better to 
secure their prey, they assumed the sheep’s clothing, and going 
round amongst the Catholics, they declared that the act of 
parliament was most unjust, that no one should interfere with 
their conscientious convictions, that* they admired the stead- 
fastness of the Catholics in adhering to principle despite every 
enactment, and that this heroic constancy of the nation had 
won for it an immortal fame throughout the kingdoms of 
Europe.* The Catholics were not deceived by these vain 
appearances, but, nevertheless, they clung unflinching to their 
holy resolve. 

The citizens of Cork had already distinguished themselves 
by their constancy in the Catholic faith; when summoned to 
take the impious oath their laurels were multiplied ten-fold. 

To the city of Cork all the Catholics of the sunrounding 
territory were ordered to repair on a stated day to have the 
new oath proposed to them ; the penalty of imprisonment and 
confiscation of all their goods was enacted for all above fifteen 
years of age who should neglect to attend. On the appointed 
day, between five and six thousand Catholics entered the city 
walls; a few only absented themselves, anxious to await the 
result. According to the heretical custom of holding the assizes 
in the cherished sanctuaries of the Catholics, the magistrates 
took their seats in Christ's Churchy a happy omen that even the 
material edifice should be dedicated to Him whose faith was now 
so nobly to be confessed. All were arranged in processional 
order, that the oath might be more easily administered indivi- 
dually to each of them. In the foremost ranks was a voun<j 
man who entered the church with a light step, and whose looks 
beamed with joy. The clerk received immediate orders to 
administer to him for the fii’st the oath ; for the magistrate saw 
in his joyous countenance a readiness, as they imagined, to 
assent to their desires. The young man requested that the 
oath should be translated into Irish, for he feared lest some of 
those around him not understanding the English language, 
might inadvertently take the oath ; a crier at once read it aloud 
in Irish, so that all within the church might hear. “ And what 


* Ibid. 
& 0 .” 


“ Videres lupos vulpes imitantes ut certius prsedentur et devorent, 
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is the penalty,” he then asked, “ for those who refuse the 
oath.” “ The loss of two-thirds of their goods,” was the magis- 
trate’s reply. “ Well, then,” added he smiling, all that I possess 
is six pounds ; take four of them ; with the two that remain 
and the blessing of God, myself and my family will subsist; 
I reject your oath.” An aged husbandman that Stood by his 
side, filled with admiration, cried out aloud, “ Brave fellow, 
reject the oath.” The, words were caught up from rank to 
rank till the church and the street without rang with the echo, 
“ reject the oath, the impious oath" For half an hour these 
words and the exclamation, “ Oh God look down on us;” “ Oh 
Mary, mother of God, assist us,” could alone be heard. The 
magistrates, as though a thunderclap liad rent the heavens, 
were struck mute with terror; then rising from their seats, 
they commanded the assembled multitude to disperse, and 
every one of them under pain of death, to depart from the city 
within an hour. Thus, concludes the contemporary narrative, 
the glorious confessors of Christ \^•ent forth with joy, praising 
God for the mercy he had shown to them. 

In other districts similar scenes of Catholic constancy were 
witnessed, and none could be found to assent to the impious 
oath, and barter for the momentary enjoyment of their perish- 
able goods the priceless treasure of their faith. 

§ 9 Constancy of the Irish in the Faith. 

The author of Cambrensis Eversus* well contrasts the con- 
dition of the Irish nation, with that of other countries, at the 
close of this sad period : — 

“ The happiness of the other nations of Europe has often excited 
our envy. They have peace on every side, and dwell every one under 
his own vine and fig-tree, but we are expelled from our home and 
country ; others overflow with abundance of all things, we are emaci- 
ated by want ; the foreigner is naturalized amongst us, the natives 
are made aliens. In foreign cities majestic piles of new buildings are 
every day towering to the skies, with us the foundations of not a 
single house are laid, while the old are heaps of crumbling ruins, 

* It was published, in 1662. See reprint by Rev. Dr. Matthew Kelly. Dublin, 
1648. Page 61, serpi. 
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their roofs open to the rains, and their walls rent, or mere shells 
and shapeless masses. In other countries temples are zealously de- 
corated, with us they are either levelled to the ground or roofless, or 
desecrated by tribunals which condemn men to death, or by similar sa- 
crilegious uses. The children of foreigners receive a learned education, 
which is contraband and penal in our country. With them the clergy 
are honoured, with us they are either in dungeons or forests, bogs or 
caverns. The universal law of the Christian world has exempted 
from slavery all who profess the Christian religion ; but your Irish 
subjects are torn from the' arms of their wives and children bj' civic 
vultures, and transported and sold as slaves in India. Thus are the 
children of the Irish made a prey, and their wives carried off, and 
their cities destroyed, and their holy things profaned, and themselves 
made a reproach to the nations. . . . There is no species of injury 
which the enemies have not inflicted on the Irish, no virulence which 
they have not disgorged, no torture which they have not employed.”* 

It would, indeed, be difficult to find in history a parallel for 
that ever-redoubled cruelty which the Puritans displayed. Yet 
it w'as impossible to weaken the innate attachment of the Roman 
Catholics to their holy religion. Countless -was the number 
of those who perished by the sword of the persecutor, or on 
the scaffold, yet the survivors declared themselves ready to 
risk the same torments rather than renounce the Catholic faith. 
When they were offered the enjoyment of 'their^ossessions, 
should they embrace the new creed, all, as in Cork, went forth 
from their homes, embracing poverty, and cold, and nakedness, 
in preference to prosperity with the wicked ; when their lives 
were offered to them if they only delivered up their priests to the 
mercy of the enemy, they choose to be butchered with the 
martyrs of God rather than live with the impious ; when, as 
we have just seen, the oath of abjuration was commanded, 
under penalty of the loss of the little goods that yet remained 
to them, they, with one accord, resolved to cling to^the’eross 
of Christ, and reject the proffered boon. As a true Christian 
people, they looked upon all their sufferings as chastisements 
from the hands of God, and their chief care was, by penitential 


* ** NtUlffl aunt nocendi artea quas in Hibamos inimici non exerenemnt 
nulliun \’irus quod non effuderunt ; nullum tormentum quod non intentarunt.” 
Ibid. 
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deeds, to avert his indignation. One instance is especially re- 
corded in the “Description of Ireland in 1654” : — 

“ Throughout the entire kingdom prayers and fasting were ordered; 
the priest in each district exhorting* the people to appease the anger 
of God. With such exactness was this order obeyed, that there was 
not one Catholic throughout the entire kingdom who did not fast for 
three days on bread and water, and even the little children of four, 
or perhaps only three years, most rigorously observed that fast ; more- 
over, all that had attained the proper age were consoled with the 
holy sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist. No sooner did this 
piety of the people become known, than, like oil cast upon the fire, 
the fury of the heretics was rekindled three-fold, and, like hungry 
wolves, they now breathe nothing but slaughter, and threaten to 
pursue, with still more atrocious violence, the children of Christ.” 

Thus, as often in the ways of God, the immediate result of 
the piety of our people seemed to be only a redoubling of the 
persecutor’s rage, and yet these prayers were not breathed in 
vain ; “ a remnant remained in Israel all the power and inge- 
nuity of the enemy could not root out the tree of faith, and 
the 500,000 Catholics that then survived in Ireland were in 
less than two hundred years swelled to more than eight mil- 
lions. 

Sir William Petty, writing in 1672,* states that the popula- 
tion of Ireland, in 1641, was 1,466,000, the Catholics being to 
Protestants as eleven to two. After the devastation of the 
country by the Puritans, the population could not be accurately 
determined, yet the same writer (page 29), estimates the pro- 
portion of Catholics to Protestants as eight to one. Lord Orrery, 
writing to the Duke of Ormond, Feb. 26, 1662, says — “ It is 
high time to purge the towns of the papists, as in most of them 
there are three papists to one Protestant.” At the same time, 
in the rural districts, the Catholics were as fifteen to one. Dr. 
Plunket, in some of his letters, states the proportion of Catho- 
lics to Protestants throughout Ireland as eleven to one ; but he 
subsequently adds that the proportion was small in the northern 
counties. It cannot, of course, be pretended that these calcu- 

* Status, &c., 1654. 
t Political Anatomy, &c., page 13. 
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lations were accurate, for, owing to the state of the country, 
it must have been impossible to learn the precise number of 
the Catholic inhabitants in the rural districts. One thing, 
however, they sufficiently prove, that the persecutors had not 
attained the desired end, and that with the Irish race the 
Catholic religion was still firmly rooted in Ireland. Sir W illiam 
Petty describes as follows the religion of our country at this 
l>eriod : — ''•All the Irish are Catholics: the Scotch colonists are 
Presbyterians ; the English are one-half Protestant, the other half 
IndejHiidents, Anabaptists, Quakers, and other dissenters." 

We have already often had occasion to refer to a manuscript 
narrative of the Jesuit Mission in Ireland, written about the 
year 1655; from it we extract the following record of the 
devotedness of the surviving natives in enduring every suffer- 
ing rather than abandon the Catholic faith : — 

“ Although heresy and tyranny, in the fullness of its pride, strove 
by every artifice and cruelty, to extirpate this people, and wished 
that there' should be no smith in Israel,* that thus the nations might 
be either overwhelmed in ignorance, or compelled to whet their arms 
in the forges of the Philistines ; nevertheless, the Irish, despising 
every danger, choose rather to send their ehildren to distant lands in 
search of learning, than that they should enjoy at home domestic ease 
under heretical masters, imperiling their faith. So tenaciously and 
indomitably has the whole nation clung to the Catholic faith in its 
fuU integrity and purity, that in a thousand Irishmen, scarcely one 
can be found who is not thoroughly devoted to the Holy See ; and 
even the heretics who came to Ireland from other countries, when 
th'ey have lived there for a little while, and become accustomed to the 
genius of the people, gradually detest their heresies, and embrace 
the Catholic religion.” 

g 10 . — Decay of the Pcritax Colo.s'ist.s. 

That Protestant colonists have never been able to secure a 
])ermanent hereditary succession in Ireland, is a matter of 
notoriety. As regards the Puritan hordes that rushed over to 
seize on the devastated country, we shall merely cite an extract 
from the manuscript narrative now' referred to : — t 

* C'ainbrensis Evorsus writes in 1CG2 almo.Ht in the same strain. “They 
h.avo drawn their jirecedont from the jmliey of the Philistines who, after 
iKniiiJtiH'j all emithe from the laud, fell upon the Israelites unarmed,” &c. Edit. 
Dnlilin, p.age 2.1. 

t Itelatio rcrum cpianuudam, etc. 
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“ The English Parliamentarians in the beginning of the war, 
inflated with their own power and strength, did not hesitate to parcel 
out Ireland for sale to the London merchants, and other heretics 
throughout England. The whole kingdom was thus divided, as if by- 
agrarian law, into geometrical portions, a certain price being fixed 
for each farm. Each one purchased for himself some vast territory, 
subdividing it at a higher price to others. New colonists thus flocked 
to Ireland in countless numbers artizans, merchants, soldiers, and 
others, numbering more than 200,000. To consummate the insolence 
of their pride, they already prepared ships with chains and cords, 
and more than 30,000 iron manicles are said to have been made, to 
transfer the Irish slaves (it was thus they designated our free and 
innocent people) to the Indian islands to cultivate the tobacco-plant, 
and they were all persuaded that the old inhabitants being expelled 
they had nothing to do but settle down at their ease and enjoy their 
estates. But, behold the hand of the Lord struck these persecutors, 
I might say, with Egyptian plagues. They were not, as yet, three 
months in Ireland, when most fetid vermin crawled forth from their 
bodies in such swarms, that their hair, and beard, and garments, were 
covered with them, so that they could not appear in public through 
shame, nor could they anywhere find rest, and what increased the 
wonder, though their beds and rooms were filled with this pest, yet 
the contagion did not spread to the neighbouring Irish, nor did it even 
touch the Irish servants of those who were infected with it, not one 
of whom is known to have suffered from this disease ; it was confined 
to the strangers alone, and by that disease, and in other ways, God 
so humbled their pride, that from 1641 to 1650 more than 
180,000 English in various parts of Ireland were carried away, not 
so much slain in war, as destroyed by this herodian disease and other 
plagues. And though the Puritans have now nearly all Ireland in 
their own hands, still we are confident that they will not last, nor 
strike deep roots ;f but when our ofiended God will have through 
them scourged us for our iniquities, the earth shall, in the words of 
scripture, vomit them forth, and like their predecessors they, too, will 
fall away. For it is observed and confirmed by experience, since the 
beginning of the anglican schism, all the heretics that went from 
England to inhabit Ireland, though they were by rapine and exactions 
raised on a sudden to immense wealth and the highest titles, yet, like 
snow at sun-rise, they melted gradually away, and as smoke and 
vapour they quickly disappeared. Not that this is to be imputed to 

* ‘ Ingens colluvies.’ 

t Persuasum habemus eos non fore diuturuos, ucc radices altos acturos. 
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the English nation, whose natural disposition and innate uprightness, 
were they not infected with heresy, would be admired and loved by 
all ; but in these facts we recognize the special punishment of God 
for heresy, and the special protection of St. Patrick for our island, 
who, as he expelled all serpents from our shores, so that nothing 
venomous can, to the present day, subsist there, so did he obtain for 
us this blessing from God, that the Catholic religion being once 
planted in Ireland, it should never be infected by the poisonous breath 
of heresy. The Catholic religion has certainly continued untainted 
for twelve hundred years and more, in our island; so that from the 
blessing already received through the intercession of our holy Patron, 
we have reason to hope for the future blessing, and the present firm- 
ness of the nation in the faith of Christ, is a pledge of its future 
constancy.” 


MEMOIRS 

OP 

DR. OLIVER PLUNKET, 

g-rt^bisfeopf of girmag^ anb primate of all |rtlanb. 


CHAPTER I. 


EARLY LIFE OF DR. PLUNKET. 

Dr. Oliver Plunket, the subject of these memoirs, was born 
at Loughcrew, in the county of Meath, in the year 1629.* 
He was by birth connected with many of the most illustrious 
families of Ireland, and was a near relative of Dr. Patrick 
Plunket, t who successively ruled the dioceses of Ardagh and 
Meath; as also of Dr. Peter Talbot, Archbishop of Dublin, 
who, in a letter addressed to him before his appointment to the 
see of Armagh, styles himself his cousin. The latter relation- 
ship was probably derived through the Earls of Roscommon.J 
The Bishop of Ardagh, just mentioned, to whom we are in- 
debted for many interesting particulars on this matter, thus 

* To avoid frequent reference, we may as well at once remark that most of 
' the dates hitherto adopted by the biographers of Dr. Plunket are wholly erro- 
neotis ; thus, for instance, in a late work on Irish ecclesiastical history, we find 
it stated that Oliver Plimket was bom in 1C16, went to Home in 1649, and 
having pursued his studies for eight years in the Irish Collie, received conse- 
cration in Romo from the Poj^ himself, in August, 1669. Thus, too, in a late 
interesting biography. Dr. Plunket’s birth is placed in 1631, his journey to 
Rome in 1649, and his return to Ireland in October, 1669. These dates are 
w’holly at variance with the letters of Dr. Plimket and many other contemporary 
documents. 

t See letter of Dr. P. Plunket, 22nd Jun^ 1669. 

j In his History of the County of Dublin, page 189, Mr. Dalton, describing 
the monuments of the ancient chapel of Malahide, writes, “the most worthy oi 
notice is an altar-tomb surmounted with the effigy, in bold relief, of a female 
habited in the costume of the 15tli ceuturv, and reiiresenting the Honorable 
Maude Plunket, wife of Sir Richard Talbot. She died in 1482.°’ 
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writes, on the 19th of October, 1668, to Dr. Oliver Plunket 
himself, then Agent of the Irish Clergy in Rome* : — 

“As regards your relatives, the Earls of Eingall and Ptoscommon 
have re-acquired their lands and property, which were in the hands 
of Cromwoll’s officers, and to the great delight of all friends, the 
castle ofKilliney (Killeen), six(?) miles from Dublin, has been restored 
to Lord Fingall. The Baron of Dunsany not having recovered any of 
his estates, is reduced to great poverty : hut the Baron of Louth has 
obtained a partial restitution of what he lost.f Mr. Nicholas 
Plunket, of Dunsaile.J has got back all his former possessions. The other 
Plunkets of Tatrath,§ Balrath, and Preston have not as yet got back 
their castles, which are all still in the hands of the Cromwellians and 
Londoners, having been purchased by them from the Parliament in 
the time of the llebellion.” 

Oliver, at an early age, displayed a desire to devote himself 
to the sacred ministry, and his education, until his sixteenth 
year, was confided to his own relative, Dr. Patrick Plunket, then 
titular Abbot of St. Mary’s, Dublin. This we learn from a letter 
of the illustrious teacher himself, who, when the buds had put 
forth their flowers, and the little plant had become a full-grown 
tree, recalled to mind wdth delight the labour of former years, 
and the anxious care with which he had scattered in his tender 
mind the fruitful seeds of virtue and learning. This letter is 
addressed to the Secretary^ of the Sacred Congregation of Pro- 
paganda || : — 

“ During twenty-two years I ruled the diocese of Ardagh, nor did 
I abandon the Church entrusted to me until the persecution of Crom- 
well, when I suffered exile for seven years. As soon as the king, 
having obtained possession of his hereditary dominions, restored to my 
dear brother and nephews their castles and possessions confiscated by 
Cromwell, I obtained permission to return to my native country, in 
which I was the only bishop to perform the pontifical functions. 
Promptly and faithfully I carried into effect in the very city of 
Dublin (though not without imminent danger) the Decrees of the 
Sacred Congregation against the false and schismatical Brethren, and 
on every occasion will I intrepidly continue to execute them, even 
though now in my old age all my blood should be shed; nay, it 
would be a glorious thing for mo to exchange for martyrdom, through 
reverence for the Apostolic See, the few years of life which yet remain. 
Rome, as a watchful and holy mother, was not unmindful of my 

* See letter of ditto, 10th October, 1608. 

t Thi.s agrees with the statement of De Burgo : “Tres fuere simul simtqiie 
gentis Plunketaua; procures, comes nimiriim Fingallus, atque Barones Dunsanius 
et Loutlniuus, (.'{eterum antiste.s Oliveriiis j^rodiit e domo Plunketomm de 
Loughcrew in Midensi agro Lagenia;, teste Lodgeo. vol. 1, p. 156.” — Jlihernia 
Dominic, p. 130, n. (t). 

J Dunsoghly. 

^ Tara (?) 

II See Appeu lix No. 1. 
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labours; and you, a true lover of Ireland, being the proposer and 
promoter of my cause, the Holy See and the Sacred Congregation 
transferred me from the lowly diocese of Ardagh to that of Meath, the 
most flourishing in the whole kingdom, where, dwelling in my own 
home, I may superintend my whole flock. For this favour, and for 
having increased the number of our bishops, I render to you, and ever 
shall render, all the thanks in my power ; as also for the ajfection dis- 
played hy you towards Br. Oliver ^ who is closely united to me by 
birth. Having educated him from his infancy till his sixteenth year, I 
sent him to Borne to pursue his studies at the fountain-head of truthy 
and I now take pride in his having merited your patronage : neither 
do I believe that my judgment is led astray by flesh and blood when I assert 
that he bums with ardent zeal for the Apostolic SeCy and for the spiritual 
progress of our country. I earnestly commend him to your protection. 

So much regarding private matters; let us now pass to public afiairs. 

In these kingdoms three Parliaments will soon be summoned, 
whose principal object will be to repress the fanatics, the Independents, 
and the Presbyterians. The number of these Dissenters has increased, 
whilst the Protestants have dwindled away almost to nothing. Thanks 
be to God the number of the Catholics is daily increasing, to whom, if 
I mistake not, the king will now be favorable, for it is his interest to 
conciliate them, that aided by them and the Protestants he may have a 
strong party to oppose to the fanatics and Presbyterians, who are the 
enemies of all monarchy. 

The Bishop of Kilmore being continually inflrm in body, and 
sometimes too in mind, is not able to repress the dissensions which have 
arisen in his diocese ; the only remedy would be to give him a coadjutor. 
I propose to you a person renowned for his learning and piety, who 
during the persecution of Cromwell never abandoned the sheep entrusted 
to his charge. For six years he dwelt by day in the caverns and rocks, 
and by night offered the holy sacrifice and refreshed the scattered flock. 
His name is Robert Plunket, Pastor of Kilbride, and son of the Baron 
of Locriff, not far from the Diocese of Kilmore. If in your charity you 
seek to remedy the aforesaid evils, you will be good enough to nominate 
him or some other coadjutor. 

“ In this my Diocese of Meath, than which no other is more exten- 
sive in the whole kingdom, there are about eighty secular priests, 
learned and exemplary men ; there are also many belonging to the Regu- 
lar clergy, Dominicans, Augustinians, Franciscans, and some Fathers of 
the Society, who with great applause attend to the education of youth, 
so that the heretics themselves send their children to their schools. 

I have placed so clearly before our Catholics the iniquities of AValsh* 

* A brief account of Father Peter Walsh is given in Brennan’s Eccles, 
History of Ireland, t. 2, p. 20.‘1. Father Taafe was brother of Lord Carlingford. 
Both were Franciscan Friars, and occasioned great evils in Ireland. Walsh was 
the great promoter of a ])rofe8sion of pretended Catholic principles called the 
Remonstrance (compiled in 1(>C1), which contained many things derogatory from 
the dignity of tlie Holy See, and offensive to Catholic cars. He was also an 
intimate friend of Lord Ormond, a ])erfidious enemy of Ireland and its religion, 
who availed himself of the agency of Walsh to excite dissensions in the Catholic 
body, and to weaken it. 
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and Taafe, that these two unhappy men have been obliged to quit the 
kingdom. They now live privately in London, seeking the patronage 
of the Court, in order to assail us. Against them and their followers I 
will be ever ready to carry out your Decrees. 

“ I remain, your Excellency’s most obliged and devoted servant, 

“ Patrick of Meath. 

“ Killiney in Meath, 22nd June, 1669.” 

In 1643, Father Peter Francis Scarampo w’as sent by the Holy 
See on a special mission to Ireland. He was a man filled with 
the spirit of God, and during his stay among them, heaven seemed 
to smile on the cause of the Irish Confederates, and to crown 
their efforts with success. In 1645, the Supreme Council peti- 
tioned the Holy Father to have a Nuncio to represent him in 
Ireland, after the manner of great Catholic kingdoms, and at 
the same time solicited him to confer this dignity on Father 
Scarampo; but the humble disciple of St. Philip* offered a 
most decided opposition to this project, in so much so, that 
Innocent X., wdien permitting him by a Brief of the 5th of May, 
1645, to return to Rome, expressed regret that through the holy 
man’s humility the Church in Ireland, and* wdth it in a manner 
the universal Church, should be deprived of his eminent services. 

A few months later Father Scarampo, accompanied by five 
youths,t was seen hastening towards the Irish coast. A 
frigate was there aw^aiting him to bear him and his companions 
to Flanders, and the people flocked around him in thousands to 
receive for the last time the blessing of one whom they loved, 
and to pray in return that God would shower down his benedic- 
tions on the good Oratorian, and on the youthful Levites whom 
he was leading with him to the sanctuaries of Rome, there to 
drink in at the very source the pure streams of truth with which 
one day they might refresh their native land. 


*The following extract from the Vallicellian MS. life 'of F. Scarampo will 
be interesting to many of our readers. The writer says: — “I remember that 
meeting one day with Cardinal Panzirolo, then Secretary of State of Pom Inno- 
cent X,, he said to me: ‘your Father Scarampo through hiunility has not 
accepted the title of Nuncio, but he has fulfilled all the duties of an excellent 
Nuncio.* And again. Father Wadding, a religious of that exemplary life and 
learning which the whole world knows .said to me frequently: ‘ I will not call your 
Father Scarampo by any other name than that of Ajwstle of Ireland, for he truly 
deserves tliis title.”* 

f From the Archives of Vallicelli, Barberini, Colleg. Hib. de Urbe. — The 
departure of Father Scarampo for Home is erroneously referred by some writers 
to 1647 ; not only do the various authorities above referred to, mention it as hav- 
ing occurred in 1645, but Dr. Plunket in many of his letters states that he 
live<l in Romeyb?’ twenty -five yearn, which neces.sarily requires his arrival in that 
ci ty before the close of 1645. 
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One of these youths was the future martyr-Archbishop of 
Armagh, then in his sixteenth year. Tlie holy Oratorian seems 
to have even then cherished a special affection for Don Oliverio, 
as he loved to style him — an affection increased with each suc- 
ceeding year, which was faithfully responded to by Dr- Plunket. 

A journey from Ireland to Flanders was not without its 
dangers at this period. The narrow seas were covered with 
cruisers of the rival states, and pirates, also, continually infested 
the British Channel. The Nuncio Ilinuccini,* in the month 
of October of this very year (1645), when sailing from France to 
Ireland, had more than once with difficulty escaped from the pur- 
suit of the Parliamentary squadron; and Father Scarampo, with 
hisyoungcompanions,nowincurred like dangers when sailing from 
the Irish shores. Pursued for twenty-four hours, says his bio- 
grapher, t by two large vessels, they were more than once in 
imminent danger of falling into the hands of the enemy. On 
arriving in Flanders new perils awaited them. When travelling 
through the country they were seized by bandits, and it was 
only by the payment of a large sum of money that they obtained 
their liberation. But Providence having safely conducted them 
through these and many other trials, at length, before the close 
of the year 1845, they arrived in the Eternal City, and knelt 
together around the tombs of the Apostles. 

Here we must depart awhile from chronological order, that 
we may be the better enabled to appreciate the warmth of affec- 
tion with which, in later years. Dr. Plunket repaid the paternal 
kindness of the good Oratorian. In 1656, the city of Rome 
W'as ravaged by the plague. A central hospital fot those 
stricken by the frightful malady was established in the island 
of St. Bartholomew. All who, impelled by charity, entered 
within its walls to minister to the wants of its inmates were 
deemed devoted to certain death. Nevertheless, many were the 
zealous priests who sought this martyrdom of charity; and to 
judge from the records of the time, none displayed in a higher 
degree that heroism of divine love than F. Peter Francis Sca- 
rampo. Scarce, however, had he entered upon his arduous 
mission in the pestilential wards of the hospital, than the mem- 
bers of his order, and his other many friends in Rome, wrote 

* See the History of “the Confederation of Kilkenny,” hy tlie learned and 
Rev. C. P. Meehan, page 106 fieq. See also “ Castlehavea’a Memoirs,” and 
“Nunziatnra in Irlanda, di Mgr. Riiiuccini,” Firenze, 1844, page 67. The 
fullest details of this journey of Rinucoini are preserved in a MS. letter, written 
from Limerick on 10th November, 1045, by a com[»anion of the Nuncio, 
which is preserved in Archiv. Irish CUdlogo, Romo. 

t Arringhi, MS. Life of Vailicclli, and Barberini libraries, also, letter of 
Scarampo, which we sliall afterwards give in full. 
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letters urging him to abandon the theatre of such imminent 
danger, and to reserve for other labours his precious life. 

The only letter of this apostolic man, which is now preserved 
in the Vallicellian archives, was written in reply to one of these 
solicitations, and, in the style of those times, bears the address, 
“ To my Very Reverend Master, Mr. Oliver Plunket, at S. 
Girolamo della Caritii (Rome).” This letter is truly valuable, 
not only as disclosing to us the noble sentiments of charity and 
faith which animated the zealous Father of the Oratory, and 
his ardent affection for Dr. Plunket; but also as recording 
those facts of their journey to Romo, which otherwise, perhaps, 
should have remained wholly unknown to us. I translate 
it entire from the original letter, in the handwriting of Father 
Scarampo:* — 

“ Why do you fear, oh you of little faith ? Should we desist from 
a work which is truly ours, which God wishes us to perform, which 
is pleasing to Him ? I have almost completed my sixtieth year, and 
never before did such an occasion present itself of satisfying for my 
sins, and perhaps should I live as many more, such another would not 
be granted to me : shall I therefore be idle and allow it to be lost ? But, 
you say, you shall die? What matter; even atethe Chiesa Nuova and 
everywhere else we must die. Relatives, friends, masters, acquaint- 
ances, dependants, subjects, penitents will grieve ; but aU these, if they 
do not die themselves before me will have, at some other time, to weep 
my death. Would it then be proper for me not to face death, in 
order to pass perhaps eight, ten, fifteen years more in a painful old 
age, even should death not prematurely assail me ? and yet it will bo 
vain for it to assail me, should not the Lord of death so will it. The 
same God who snatched both me and you from that death with which 
the piratical ships threatened us in the English Channel — who freed 
me from snares in my long and continual journeys — who, in Flanders, 
by ransom, Uberated us from robbers, and who in His power guided us 
through many other more imminent and certain dangers, which you 
have never known or heard of — He too is present in the hospital, should 
I be seized with the pestilence in St. Bartholomew’s. In Him do I 
confide. How therefore do you say to my soul, change your quarters 
and return ? He who sees all things, will He be unwatchful of me ? 

** So much about myself. As to you, place your trust in God and 
He will do everything. If I have shown you any love or kindness— 
for I conferred no benefit — to whom are you indebted ? to Him who is 
the bestower of all gifts, the Father of charity and of kindness ; what He 
performed through me — I repeat it — if it was any good. He can per- 
form the same still better through another. Be of good courage ! rest not 
for your support on reeds, of which I am one of the most fragile. I will 

* This letter is incomplete, not only in the MS. lives, but also in that pub- 
lished by Arringlii. The authors of these lives are also inaccurate in copying 
some of the sentences. See the original letter in Appendix No. 2. 
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do what you desire : I will commend you to my Fathers, Virgil and Ma- 
rianus ; nor need you ever entertain any doubt of their charity. When I 
have leisure I shdl give the testimonial letters. I shall speak about you 
to Cardinal Barberini, or perhaps I may write to him. Would that I 
could in like manner assist Mr. Baron.* Father Virgil will not speak 
to his Holiness in his favour, unless he be solicited to do so. Let him 
continue his petitions to Monsignor Ferrini, the Pope’s Almoner ; let 
him also send a petition to Monsig. Piccolomini, which if he himself is 
not in favour, Dr. Creaghf will not, I think, refuse to take charge 
of. I wish I were able, and I would do it. Kiss his hand for me. 
Salute, also. Father LukeJ and his charge. Father Yoiing§ and 
his, not forgetting Dr. Creagh and all the other Irish. Thank them 
for their prayers ; and as those are most necessary for me, have them 
frequently offered up for me ; and I embrace you from my heart. 

“ From the island of St. Bartholomew, the Feast of St. Francis 
(4th Oct.), 

" Tour most faithful and devoted servant, 

“ PkT. Fa. SCAEAMPO. 

“P.S. — Having applied both mind and hand to tlio drawing up of 
the desired testimonials, I am in doubt as to what is to he written ; 
for you have most unexceptional vouchers as to your birth, journey, 
life in the city, and in the college, and in the house of S. Girolamo. 
However, if there is anything special that you desire, send me a copy 
W’hich I may sign, or which I may re-write with my own hand.” 

This letter clearly evinces tlie lively interest with which 
Father Scarampo sought to provide for las young friend. In- 
deed, so great was the solicitude which he continually displayed 
in his regard, that his own brother, on one occasion, said to Dr. 
riunketll — “Father Peter Francis does for you wdiat he would 
never consent to do for me ; for he readily goes on every occa- 
sion to speak to the Cardinals in your favour, and this he never 
once did for me, though I frequently solicited him to do so, 
oven on some matters of great importance.” 


* From the form of salutation sulwcfiiiently it is clear that this was an 

Irish priest Probably he was Father Walfrid Bartm, nephew of the celebrated 
F. Wadding, and author of many justly celebrated works. He was a Fran- 
ciscan, for many years resident in Kome. 

t This was Dr. John Creagh, Domestic Prelate to Alexander VII. Ho was 
brother of the celebratcnl may(»r of that name, so distinguished during the 
siege of Limerick, and uncle of Dr. Creagh, subsequently Archbishop of Dublin. 

i F. Luke Watlding, the renowned author of tlie Annals of the Franciscan 
Order. In the letters of the time he never receives from hia friends any other 
name than Padre Jaico. 

§ He was a Jesuit at this time Hector of the Irish College, Rome. 

II See MSS. Lives, Barberini, Vallicelli and Arringhi. “Sapniato che il 
Pa<lre Pier Francesco mio fratello fa {»er voi quel tanto che non ha giammai 
voluto far j>or me ; mentre si pnmtamcnte va in vostix) servizio all* oceoiTcnsia a 
parlaro ai Cardinali. Ousa di che (juantunque esso da me uci miei intoressi 
pregato non voile giammai fare. ” 
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A few days passed on from the date of the above letter, and 
the fears of the friends of Father Scarampo were too sadly- 
realized. Struck by the pestilence, contracted in attending the 
sick, he breathed his last on the 14th of October, 1656, offering 
up his life as a holocaust of charity. He was interred in the 
church of St. Nereus and Achilles, and the following simple 
inscription was placed upon his tomb : — 

To Peter Francis Scarampo, 

Superior of the Roman Congregation of the Oratory, 

Who, inflamed with the ardour of charity, 

And ministering to those infected by pestilence. 

Being seized with the same contagion. 

Received as his reward a wished- for death. 

The day before the Ides of October, 1656, 

Of his age the 60th.”* 

Amongst the MSS. of the Vallicellian, there is, on a flying- 
sheet, another beautiful inscription, composed by some of F. 
Scarampo’s admiring friends, and not improbably by our own 
Dr. Plunket. It is as follows : — 

“Peter Francis Mary Scarampo, from Saone, 

Superior of the Congregation of the Orat. of S. Philip Neri in Rome. 
From nature he received nobility ; 

This he increased by his life, 

By his death he rendered it undying. 

During the contagion 
He embraced the heroism of charity, 

And losing life he attained it. 

In the year of salvation 1656, of his age the 60th, 

The day before the Ides of October. ”t 

« D. 0. M. 

Petro Francisco Scarampae 
Rom® Congnl* Oratorii Pneiwsito 
Qni dam fervore charitatis accensus 
PestUentia laborantibus ultro ministrat 
Eodem morbo correptus 
Optatam mortem pro mercede recepit. 

.Prid. Id. Oct. MDCLVI. 

Aitat Sum LX. 

t Francisens Maria Scarampus Saonensis, 

Congni» Oratorii S. Philippi Ncrii Komse Prsepositus. 

Nobilitatem naturA meruit 
VitA auxit 

Morte reddidit Immortalem. 

Grassante luc 

Majorem charitatem amplexus 
Vitam dum perdidit invenit. 

Anno Salutis MDCLVI. Ait. sum LX. 

Pridie Idus Octobris. 
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In the letter cited above, Father Scarampo had commended 
Dr. Plunket to the care of F. Virgilius Spada. This priest was 
a member of the Oratory^ and had been for some time Superior- 
General of the Order. During the pestilence he had entered 
the hospital with F. Scarampo, and had ever been his constant 
companion in his labours of love. To him Dr. Plunket, whilst 
weeping for his departed friend and benefactor, now turned for 
consolation; and the fragment of the letter which still remains, 
addressed by him to F. Spada, will better express than any 
words of ours the bereavement and sorrow which overwhelmed 
him. It is preserved in the Vallicellian and Barberini manu- 
script life of Father Scarampo: — 

“ Ireland has lost its untiring protector and efficacious benefactor in 
the death of F. Peter Francis Scarampo ; and I, in particular, have 
lost a father more dear to me than my earthly father, for he conducted 
me from Ireland, encountering in so long a journey many dangers from 
pirates and bandits, and bringing me to Home at his own expense, and 
also maintaining mo for three years in the city and in our college;* and 
even when I had completed my studies, his assistance, whether tem- 
poral or spiritual, was never wanting to me. God alone knows how 
afflicting his death is to me, especially at the present time, when all 
Ireland is overrun and laid waste by heresy. Of my relatives, some 
are dead, others have been sent into exile, and all Ireland is reduced to 
extreme misery : this overwhelms me with an inexpressible sadness, 
for I am now deprived of father and of friends, and I should die 
through grief were I not consoled by the consideration that I have not 
altogether lost Father Scarampo ; for I may say that he in part remains, 
our good God having retained your reverence in life, who, as it is known 
to all, were united with him in friendship, and in charity, and in dis- 
position, so as even to desire to be his companion in death, from 
which, though God preserved you, yet he did not deprive you of its 
merit.” 

But it is time to resume our narrative, and pursue the career 
of Dr. Plunket as student, and subsequently as professor, in 
Rome. 

* There being but a limited number of burses in the college, his exj)ense8 
were defrayed for a time by F. Scarampo until a burse became vacant. 


CHAPTER II. 


DR. PLUNKET PURSUES HIS STUDIES IN ROME. 

The Irish College for the secular clergy in Rome, as most of 
the other Irish Continental institutions, dates its origin from the 
times of persecution. Gregory the XIII. (1572-85) had more 
than once contemplated the establishment of such an asylum for 
our nation, but the demands for arms and supplies made on liim 
by the Irish princes then combating for their lives and religion, 
consumed the various sums set aside by him for this purpose. 
The bishops of Ireland, however, were persevering in their 
solicitations, and in a Relatio status of the Irish Church pre- 
sented to Rome in 1625,* the foundation of an Irish College 
is insisted on as a necessary means for supplying our suffering 
island with virtuous and learned pastors, and maintaining its 
connexion with the centre of Catholic unity. 

Among other papers bearing on this subject, one preserved 
in the Barberini archives gives the following resuin4 of the 
motives then urged to attain this end.f 

1. — “Lest such faithful and loyal children of the holy Roman 
Church, more so even than all other Christians, should seem not child- 
ren, hut orphans. 

2. — “That at home they may be the more confirmed in their usual 
constancy in suficring persecution, seeing that they are dear to the chief 
Pastor of Christendom. 

3. — “ That the modesty and piety of the Irish may be made known 
in Rome, where hitherto, since the time of the persecution, some rude 
stagglers had excited prejudices against the whole nation by their sad 
ambition and ignorance. 

4. — “ That through this foundation of a seminary, the same fruits, 
and perhaps in still greater abundance, may be gathered, which were 
sought for in the establishment of the seminaries of other nations. 

5. — “ Because, without such a seminary the restoration of discipline 
among us would be impossible, as Ireland would remain in ignorance 
of the discipline of the Roman Church, by which the Christian faith 
must be propagated and sustained. 

6. — “ Because, by the same institution, the adjoining islands, and 
the greater part of Scotland will be succoured, in which scarcely a 
vestige of religion now remains, and in which the Irish language alone 
is used.” 


♦ Archiv. do Prop. Fid. 


t Vid. Appendix No. 4. 
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Notwithstanding the repeated solicitations of the Irish bishops, 
it was only in the year 1627 that the college was at length 
established through the munificence of Cardinal Ludovisi, 
nephew of Gregory XV., and through the untiring exertions 
of the illustrious ornament of the Franciscan Order in the 
seventeenth century. Father Luke Wadding. This wonder- 
ful man, having already founded the convent of St. Isidore for 
the members of his own order, earnestly laboured to have a 
similar institution opened for the secular clergy. An occasion 
soon presented itself, and, indeed, a truly propitious one. Urban 
the VIII. had, on his accession to the Papal throne, nominated 
Cardinal Ludovisi Protector of Ireland. This Cardinal was dis- 
tinguished even in Rome by his liberality and munificence. One 
monument alone, the church of St. Ignatius, which is due to his 
piety, should suffice to immortalize his fame. It was his desire, 
in whicli he was confinned by his most intimate friend, Luke 
Wadding, to render to the Irish Church some important service 
calculated to perpetuate the memory of his protectorate. “ It 
was not a difficult matter,” says the simple narrative from which 
we learn these particulai's, “ to convince his Eminence that no 
other work was more worthy of his munificence, or could render 
more lasting service to the Irish Church, than the foundation of 
a missionary college for the youth of that nation.”* Without 
delay this idea was carried into effect; and we learn from many 
sources, that if was the intention of his Eminence not merely to 
found the college, but to endow it with sufficient funds for the 
maintenance of a large number of students ; death, however, 
cut short his beneficent designs, and the sum which he was able 
to bequeath for its endowment being comparatively small, 
during the 170 years which the college lasted till its suppression 
by the French usurpers of Rome, in 1798, it was scarcely ever 
able to receive more than eight students within its walls. 

At the period of which we now treat it was under the 
direction of the Jesuit Fathers, and it sent forth so many 
learned and distinguished missionaries, who shed lustre on the 
Irish hierarchy, to which many of them were raised, that it won 
for itself in Rome the title of nursery of Bishops, “ seminarium 
episco]K)rum.” Indeed the 17th century may be justly con- 
sidered a glorious era in the history of the Irish College.f 

* MS. Hist of tho College written in 1678. “P. Lucas Waddingus, O.S.F., 

Cardinali. apprime chanis proposuit rem cjuam adductis rationibus, facile 
ostendit esse muniHcentiil Principis diguissimam, Hibemite pne caetcris pro- 
ficu.am et mole sua aniplani ac perennem, erectionem videlicet seniinarii a»l 
educandam in Urbo juventutem ad usuin mis.sionum.” 

t For instance the following Prelates, contemporary with Dr. Plnnkct, and 
whose names will more than once recur in the following pages, w ere educated in 


Die :■ by Google 
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Of the five students conducted to Rome by Father Scarampo 
three were placed in the Irish College,* two of whom, Drs. 
Plunket and Brennan, were destined, as Archbishops of Armagh 
and Cashel, to become pillars of the Irish Church in the days 
of her severest trials ; whilst the third. Father Walsh ,t having 
completed his course of studies, entered the congregation of 
the oratory, and made first Perugia, and then Rome, the theatre 
of his missionary labours. 

On arriving at Rome, Dr. Plunket devoted himself for some 
time to the study of rhetoric under Professor Dandoni.J 

In the following year, 1646, he was admitted a student of 
the Irish College. There he applied himself with great dili- 
gence for eight years to the study of Mathematics, Philosophy, 
and Theology;! subsequently he attended the lectures on 
Canon Law of the celebrated Jurisconsult Mariscotti,l| in the 
halls of the Roman University called the Sapienza. 

With what ardour and proficiency he applied to these studies 
we learn from a paper presented to the Sacred Congregation 
of Propaganda in 1669, by the then Rector of the Irish College, 
Father Edward Locke.^ 

“I, the undersigned, certify that the very Reverend Dr. Oliver 
Plunket, of the Diocese of Meath, in the Province of Armagh, in 
Ireland, is of Catholic parentage, descended from an illustrious family, 
on the father’s side from the most illustrious Earls of Fingall, and on the 
mother’s side from the most illustrious Earls of Roscommon, being also 
connected by birth with the most illustrious Oliver Plunket, Baron of 
Louth, first Nobleman of the Diocese of Armagh : and in this our Irish 
College he devoted himself with such ardour to Philosophy, Theology, 
and Mathematics, that in the Roman College of the Society of Jesus he 
was justly ranked amongst the foremost in talent, diligence, and progress 
in his studies : these speculative studies being completed he pursued 

the Ludovisian Irish College : Dr. Brennan, Bishop of Waterford and Liamore, 
and thence transferred to the Archdiocese of Cashel : Luke Plunket, Vicar 
Apostolic of Rajihoe, afterwards of Deny : Ronan Magiun, Vicar Ap. 
of Dromore : Dr. Cusack, Bishop of Meath : Dr. Peter Creagh, Bishop of Cork, 
and Cloyne, afterwards Archbishop of Dublin, &c. &c. 

* See Appendix No. 49. 

t From the Vallicelliau MS. life of Father Scarampo we learn that in 1669 
it was the intention of the Sacred Congregation to confer on F. W alsh the Arch- 
bishopric of Cashel, his native Diocese ; he being prevented by sickness from 
accej)ting that dignity. Dr. William Burgatt was apiKunted to that See. 

X See letter of Dr. Plunket, 30th Noveml)cr, 1679. 

§ Amongst those w'ho at this period attracted by their learning foreign 
students to the halls of the Roman College, we may mention Father PaTlavicino, 
afterwards Canlinal of Holy Church, 

II Mark Anthony de Mariscotti, was one of the most learned Jurisconsults of 
the 17th century. 

^ See Ajiiiendix No. 5. 
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with abundant fruit the course of Civil and Canon Law, under Mark 
Anthony de Mariscotti, Professor in the Roman Sapienza, and every- 
where and at all times he was a model of gentleness, integrity, and 
piety. 

Edward Locke, 

Rector of the Irish College de Urbe. 

Rome, 8th June, 1669.” 

It was the rule of the Irish College that the students after 
their ordination should return to Ireland ; and they were obliged 
solemnly to avow their intention of discharging this duty, 
should they not be exempted from it by their superiors. Such 
was the state of Ireland in 1654, the date of the ordination of 
Dr. Plunket, that there were great obstacles to prevent him 
from entering immediately on his sacred mission. Indeed, 
nothing can be more sad than the spectacle then presented by 
our church. The ruthless invasion of Cromwell had rendered 
like unto a desert the fairest plains of Ireland : her cities were 
desolate, and the country deluged with the blood of the inhabi- 
tants: many of the survivors of the dreadful massacres had 

* V 

been sent to undergo a lengthened martyrdom in the Barbadoes, 
or the swamps of Savannah : all colleges and seminaries had 
been suppressed, religious houses dissolved, the clergy pro- 
scribed,the Bishops put to death or driven into exile, the churches 
all ruined : in a word, the long meditated purpose of the 
enemies of Ireland and of Ireland’s creed seemed to have 
been realized. But still the spark of faith was not extinguished, 
and faithful pastors, concealed in the recesses of the forests and 
the fastnessesof the mountains, gathered together the remnants of 
their scattered flocks and broke to them the bread of eternal 
life. 

Fearing to enter on this arduous mission without further pre- 
paration, Dr. Plunket, on the 14th June, 1654, thus addressed 
the General of the Jesuits.* 

“ I, Oliver Plunket, your most bumble petitioner, student of the 
Irish College, having completed my Philosophical and Theological 
studies, considering the impossibility of now returning to Ireland (as 
your paternity well knows) ; in accordance with the rules of this College, 
and with the oath which I have taken, humbly request of you, most 
Rev. Fathek, that I may be allowed to continue in Rome and dwell 
with the Fathers of S. Girolamo della Cariih. I promise, however, and. 
declare, that 1 will be ever ready to return to Ireland whensoever you, 
Rev. Father, or my superiors shall so command. 

Rome, 14th June, 1654. 


* See Appendix No. 6. 
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The permission sought for was readily accorded, and for three 
years Dr. Plunket devoted himself altogether to study and the 
unostentatious exercise of the sacred ministry in the silent retreat 
of S. Girolamo. In 1657, however, his fame for theological 
learning being wide-spread in Rome,* he was appointed jPro- 
fessor in the College of Propaganda, where for twelve years 
he continued to lecture on Speculative, Controversial, and Moral 
Theology. He was at the same time Consnltor of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Index, and of other Congregations. In 
a letter of the 15th September, 1674, Dr. Plunkett thus alludes 
to his labours in promoting study in these schools : — 


** I spent in Rome twenty-five years (1645-1669), and for twelve of 
these I served the Sacred Congregation in the chairs of Theology and 
Controversy. I also served the Sacred Congregation of the Index, as 
you are aware. The state in which I found the course of studies in 
Propaganda, and the progress which they had made before I left Rome, 
may be learned from the Very Rev. Fathers Libelli, Laurea, Spinola, 
Sommascho, and the Rector Ronvicini : who were the Prefects of 
Studies during my time, and are acquainted with the matters to which 
I refer.*' 

Dr. Plunket, whilst prosecuting his studies at the Roman 
College, became acquainted with the celebrated Father Pallavi- 
cini, then filling one of the chairs of the Roman College, which 
had been illustrated by the learning of Suarez, De Lugo, and 
Toledo. When the literary and theological labours of the great 
historian of the Council of Trent were rewarded by his promo- 
tion to the Roman purple. Dr. Plunket continued to enjoy his 
friendship, and to live with him on terms of the most cordial 
intimacy. In a letter addressed to Cardinal Casanatti, 15th 
August, 1676, the Archbishop of Armagh thus writes: — 


'^"Whilst your Eminence was Secretary of Propaganda I had the 
honour of enjoying your erudite and learned conversation, in company 
with His Eminence Pallavicini, of happy memory, and I must in 
sincerity declare that from such conversation I derived great instruc- 
tion. Of this and of many other favours received from your Emi- 
nence, I, although in tlicse remote parts of the world, retain a lively 
recollection, and never forget you in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
. praying the divine Majesty to grant to you long life and every pros- 
perity for the good of all, and especially of this aflOiicted country.” 

* “Essendo nota la sua grave dottrina nclla Sacra Teologia fu oletto I’anno 
1657, l)cr lettore di qncsta sacra facoltu ncl Collegio do Prop. Kde.” — Marangoni, 
pag. 117. 
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Of those whose society he thus enjoyed, many afterwards 
attained the highest dignities in the Church ; and among others, 
Monsignor Odescalchi, who in 1676 wiis raised to the Chair of 
Peter, assuming the name of Innocent XL The letter written 
by Dr. Plunket, then Archbi.shop of Armagh, on the occasion 
of this elevation, and addre.sscd to the Cardinal Prefect of 
Propaganda, exhibits many features of the life of Dr. Plunket 
in Rome at this period, ft bears the date 11th August, 1677: 


“ May it please your Eminence — It would be difficult to express with 
what spiritual consolation and joy the Catholics of this kingdom, lay 
and ecclesiastic, have received the announcement of the merited exal- 
tation of our Holy Father to the Chair of St. Peter, as I have already 
declared to Monsignor Tanari, the Intemuncio, a prelate, indeed, of 
great prudence, and of extraordinary zeal for the affiairs of the Church 
in this nation, v ho, on the first news of the election, communicated to 
us the intelligence. The heretics themselves, who surely are no lovers 
of the faith of St. Peter, entertain, nevertheless, a special veneration for 
his present successor; and the English and Scotch, who during the past 
years visited Rome for sight-seeing, returned greatly edified, and reduced 
to silence their own preachers and ministers, who from the pulpit pro- 
claim all sorts of fables and falsehoods about Rome. The courtesy and 
kindness shown to the Protestants who visit Romo are of great advan- 
tage to the poor Catholics of this country. Whilst professing Theology 
and Controversy in the College of Propaganda for many years, I had 
experience of the sanctity of our Holy I’ather, and of the great esteem 
in which he was held by all for wisdom, prudence, and holiness. I was 
particularly intimate with D. Marcantonio Odescalchi : I often assisted 
him when he served the poor and ragged and needy, many of whom 
were covered with vermin. He gathered them into an asylum, and 
clothed them at his expense : with his own hands ho cleansed them, 
fed them, &c. I am morally certain that God granted to his Church 
so holy a Head through the merit, in great part, of the saintly 
D. Marcantonio. This being the case, your Eminence will easily imagine 
with what joy I received the intelligence of the exaltation of our Holy 
Father; hence I feel compelled to announce to the people what I saw 
and what I experienced, that thus they too may raise their hands in 
thanksgiving to the divine Majesty, and supplicate for the long life of 
his Holiness. The Irish are especially bound to do this, in consequence 
of the great tenderness and compassion ever displayed towards them by 
the Holy See. During the persecutions which they sustained these 
hundred years past, and which we still have to sustain, rather than 
abandon the ancient faith, they suffer with joy the plunder of all their 
goods, and the privation of all offices and dignities : and I am sure the 
Holy Father will ever with spiritual care promote and preserve the holy 
faith in this kingdom, and remove all obstacles which might impede its 
progres.s. 

“ I pray your Eminence to inform his Holiness, that there has been 
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lately published here, in English, in a new form, the pestiferous history 
of Soave* which is a continual tirade against the Popes, and against 
the Council of Trent, with the life of that impostor, as though he were 
a hero. As the poison has been thus spread, an antidote indeed 
is necessary ; such would be the history of the same Council, by Cardinal 
Pallavicini, if translated into English ; should tho duty of translating it 
be imposed on Dr. Leyburne, Auditor of his Eminence Cardinal Howard, 
he being a learned man, and versed in the English, Latin, and Italian 
languages, -would perform the task most successfully. You cann^ 
imagine what injury has been done by that pest of a writer, Soave: 
all the nobility, gentry, merchants, &c., read his history, and it is the 
more detrimental as it pretends to be written by a religious of our 
communion. I request you once more to propose this matter to the 
Holy Father, that without delay the necessary remedy may be 
provided, which indeed would bo the above-mentioned translation ; 
and offering you my homage, I shall ever be, 

** Your Eminence’s 
“ Most devoted and obliged servant, 

“ Oliver op Armagh. 

** Dublin, nth August, 1677. 

** To his Eminence Cardinal Cybo, &c., &c.” 

Dr. Plunket enjoyed, moreover, a close intimacy with the 
Cerri family, and especially with Monsignor Cerri, with whom, 
as Secretary of the Sacred Congregation de Prop. Fide, he 
maintained in after life an uninterrupted correspondence and 
constant friendship. On being made acquainted with the 
appointment of his old friend and fellow-student to the high 
office of Secretary of Propaganda, Dr. Plunket thus wrote to 
him, recounting the first occasion of his intimacy with that 
family : — 

“ Most Reverend Lord, — A letter from any member of the house 
of Cerri would be at any time most gratifying to me; but the letter of 
your Excellency, of the 11th of June last, was especially so, not only 
for its own merits, but on account of the many obligations which I owe 
to the revered memory of your father, who, was my master and bene- 
factor. My intimacy with him commenced in this way : — Father Peter 
Francis Scarampo was confessor of the pious and devout lady, your 
mother ; she gave frequent accounts to D. Francesco (your father) of the 
great prudence and virtue of this F. Scarampo, priest of the Chiesa 
Nuova ; and D. Francesco being intimately acquainted with, and 
esteemed by Cardinal Barberini, excited in his Eminence a great affec- 

* The assumed name of Father Paul Sarpi, a Venetian apostate friar, of 
the Order of the Servites, author of a history of the Council of Trent, famous for 
distorting facts, and misrepresenting doctrines. 


DR. PLUNKET PURSUES HIS STUDIES IN ROME. 


17 


tion for F. Scarampo, who, after discharging the mission of papal 
minister in Ireland, conducted me thence to Rome. When the pesti- 
lence broke out in that city, F. Scarampo, by a pious stratagem, obtained 
permission to assist those who were infected in the island of St. Bartho- 
lomew, and there he afterwards got sick, and died in the odour of 
sanctity. A little while before his death he wrote a letter to D. Fran- 
cesco, recommending me to his protection, which was of great advantage 
to me, as through his intercession I soon afterwards obtained the chair 
of Theology, and subsequently of Controversy, in the College de Propa- 
ganda Fide, where I continued to teach till I was appointed to the 
Primatial See of this kingdom, about nine years ago ; so that your excel- 
lency, haereditario jure, as if by inheritance, is my master and protector ; 
and I in these remote quarters of the Christian world make continual 
remembrance of D. Francesco in the most holy sacrihee of the Mass, and 
I pray for the prosperity of the whole house of Cerri, and I induce 
other priests to do the same. I am moreover obliged to your Excellency 
for the favour conferred on Dr. James Cusack,* who is a learned 
and prudent man, and has laboured here with great zeal for the last 
sixteen years. The venerable Bishop of Meath was well deserving of 
this favour, having served the Sac. Congregation, as bishop, for nearly 
thirty years, during all the fury of the persecution. 

, ^‘Oliver op Armagh. 

“ Dublin, 30th August, 1678.” 

In little more than twelve months from the date of this letter, 
Monsignor Cerri was hurried to a premature grave ; and Dr. 
Plunket, writing on the 30th of November of the following 
year, thus expresses his sorrow at that event: — 

“ I am exceedingly grieved at the death of Monsignor Cerri. He 
was my fellow-student in the city of Rome, and his father, M. Francis 
Cerri, was my most dear friend. I shall have the holy sacrifice and 
prayers offered up for the repose of his soul by the clergy of the province 
of Armagh, for they are indeed under an obligation of doing so on account 
of the fatigues which he sustained for them when Secretary of the Sac. 
Congregation.” 

We have already remarked that Dr. Plunket, in 1654, entered 
the house of the Oratoiy at S. Girolamo della CariU. The 
justly-renowned Rubricist Catalan!, in his commentary on the 
Roman Pontifical,! affirms that he became a member of the 
Oratory ; but from the petition presented by him to the general 
of the Jesuits in June, 1654, it is manifest that he intended 
merely to reside there; and in the sketch of his life by Maran- 
goni, to which Catalani refers as his authority, it is only said 

that — 

* He had been lately api>ointed Coadjutor Bishop of Meath. 

t Tom. 3, index, voc. Plunket, 
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“HaTing completed his studies about the year 1654, he procured a 
place among the fathers of the house of S. Girolamo della Carita, where 
he was admitted, and he obtained permission to reside there Ull 
such time as his superiors would judge it opportune to send him to 
Ireland.”* 

Even to the present day the house of S. Girolamo continues 
to be a place of peaceful retreat, where many members of the 
secular clergy take up their abode, devoting themselves at the 
same time to the pursuits of study, and to the exercise of the 
ecclesiastical ministry. 

Marangoni was a learned oratorian whose writings have 
acquired for him a universal fame. In the appendix to his 
work, “ Life of the Servant of God, Father Buonsignore Cac- 
ciaguerra,” page 1 16, he gives a chapter entitled “ Life of Father 
Oliver Plunket, afterwards Archbishop of Armagh, and Primate 
of Ireland.” This life extends from the 116th to the 124th page, 
and contains little more than the translation of Dr. Plunkot’s 
discourse at Tyburn. Nevertheless, the few' additional sentences 
that are added are of inestimable value, as illustrating this 
period of Dr. Plunket’s life, and supplying some facts which 
we would seek for in vain from other sources. He commences 
his narrative by declaring that Dr. Plunket “ should be ranked 
amongst the most illustrious personages whose virtuous lives 
adorned the house of S. Girolamo della Carita.’’)t This house 
had been founded by St. Philip ; many of his early disciples had 
lived there, and it had ever been the abode of virtue and learn- 
ing, and hence these words of the learned oratorian show how 
eminent was the fame of sanctity to which Dr. Plunket had 
attained, and how distinguished were his missionary labours in 
Rome. 

Marangoni then describes the occupations of Dr. Plunket 
whilst living at S. Girolamo — 

” Here it is incredible with what zeal he burned for the salvation of 
souls. In the house itself, and in the city, he wholly devoted himself 
to devout exercises; frequently did he visit the sanctuaries steeped 
with the blood of so many martyrs, and he ardently sighed for the 
opportunity of sacrificing himself for the salvation of his countrymen. 
He moreover frequented the hospital of Santo Spirito, and employed 

• “Terminati gU studj circa I’ano 1C54 (it was, as wo have seen, preoisely 
Jimc, 1654), procmd di averc luogo tra i I’adri di quests Casa di S. GirolamodcUa 
Carita ovo fu ammesao ed irapetrd la facolti di potervisi trattener quanto fosse 
piaciuto a chi spettava di rimandarlo con opjKjrtunita propria in Iljemia.” 

t “ Uno de’ piu celebri soggetti cho hannu illustrato qnesta Casa di S. Giro- 
lamo della C.aritil.” I’ag. 1 10. 
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himself oven in the most abject ministrations, serving the poor infirm to 
the edification and wonder of tho very ofificials and assistants of that 
place.”* 

Rome is truly rich in sacred monuments. Its very soil, so 
often bedewed with martyrs’ blood, shed for the Catholic faith ; 
the treasures of the relics of countless saints which it conceals; 
its sanctuaries and shrines — present resistless attractions to the 
fervent soul. The great founder of the Oratory, St. Philip, 
never allowed a day to pass without rekindling, at these shrines, 
the flames of divine love. Dr. Plunket seems to have taken 
him for his model, and to have daily visited these holy places 
with special ardour of devotion. As we have seen. Father 
Scarampo presented in his life a true model of Christian solici- 
tude for the poor and the infirm : and the devotedness which Dr. 
Plunket displayed in the public hospitals in assisting them and 
in ministering to their wants, sufficiently attests what progress 
he had made in this sacred school of virtue. Marangoni speaks 
only of the hospital of Santo Spirito ; but from the incidental 
reference made by Dr. Plunket himself in his letter to tho 
Prefect of Propaganda, when speaking of D. Marcantonio 
Odescalchi, we learn that he visited other hospitals with like 
charity and zeal. 

It was when visiting Santo Spirito, that a holy Priest 
announced to him his future martyrdom, which gave occasion 
to the humble prelate to betray tbe ardent desire with which he 
burned in his inmost soul to attain that glorious crown. We 
shall allow the learned Marangoni to narrate this fact in his own 
words : — 

“I cannot here but relate a fact,” he says, “ which is attested by 
Father James Mochi, a priest yet living, and Dean of the Fatliers of this 
house of S. Girolamo, who at that time was engaged in attending tho 
hospital of Santo Spirito, so frequented by Father Oliver, who also was 
well known to him ; ho therefore attests that Dr. Oliver Tlunkct, having 
gone in his episcopal dress to visit that hospital, before his departure 
from Borne, when standing at the door which looks towards tho castle of 
St. Angelo, and bidding farewell to the then prior, D. Jerome Mieskow, 
a Polish Priest of extraordinary sanctity of life ; the latter, embracing 

* Qui ft incredibilc il zelo grande ix;r la salute dei proasimi di cui avvampava 
il suo cuore ; si applied tutto agli cssercizi divoti e dentro e fuori di c.osa ; frequen- 
tava la visita dei sautuarii bagnati col sanguc di tauti Martiri senerati sospirava 
ardcntameiito roiqjortiinitil di sacrificare sc stesso per la s.alute dei suoi. Visitava 
frequentamente I’oaijedalc di .S. Spirito ovc si oscroitava ne’ ministerj anco piu 
abietti in servizio dei poveri infermi, con edificazione ed ammirazione dc medioi 
ufliziali e sendouti di quel luogo.” I’ag. 110. 
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him, and, as if prophecying, said to him : ‘ Jly Lord, you are now 

going to shed your blood for tho Catholic faith.’ And ho being wholly 
inflamed with the desire of thus shedding his blood for Christ, replied 
with humility : ‘I am unworthy of such a favour; nevertheless, aid me 
with your prayers that this my desire may be fulfilled.’ ”* * * § 


CHAPTER III. 

DR. PLENKET AS AGENT OF THE IRISH CLERGY AT ROME. 

At the close of the year 1668 there were only two Catholic 
Bishops in Ireland, Dr. Patrick Plunket, Bishop of Ardagh, 
and Dr. Owen M'Sweeny, Bishop of Kilinore.f On the con- 
tinent three other members of our Hierarchy, the Bishop of 
Kilfenora, the Bishop of Ferns, and the Archbishop of 
Armagh,! lived in exile. No wonder, then, that the widowed 
churches of Ireland should have hailed with joy the 21st of 
January, 1669, the day on which the Sacred Congregation of 
Propaganda nominated four new bishops to vacant sees, i.e.. 
Dr. Peter Talbot to the Archiepiscopal See of Dublin, Dr. 
William Burgatt to Cashel, Dr. James Lynch to Tuam, and Dr. 
Phelan to Ossory. 

The Irish ecclesiastics scattered throughout the continent 
shared in the common jubilee ; and amongst other letters written 
on this occasion I find one addressed to the Secretary of Propa- 
ganda by Dr. Fallon, § Professor of Theology in the Univer- 
sity of Bologna, who thus writes to thank the Sacred Congi’e- 
ga’tion for the favour conferred on the Church of Ireland. || 

• "Non tralascicrfl qiii di notare cid che attesta il P. Giacomo Mochi 
sacertlote ancora vivento e Decano de’ Padri di questa cosa, cho allora si 
ritrovava all* assisteiiza del sudetto Archisjiedale di S. Spirito tauto froquentato 
dal P. Olivorio da lui molto ben conoscinto: riferisce che portatoei in abito 
Prclatizio, a visitare quel luogo, nell’ atto del licenziarsi che feco sulla i^rta del me- 
desimo luo^, cho guarda il castollo col Priorc che era allora 11 Sig. D. Girolamo 
Mieskovio Polaceo Sacerdote di gran bonth di vita, abbraciandolo questi quasi 
profetando ncll’ abbracciarlo, gli dis.se : Monsignore voi ora andatc a spargere il 
sangue per la fe<lc Cattolica : ed egli che n’ era tutto acceso di desidcho gli 
rispqse con umiltil : *Non ne sono degno, ma pure aiutatemi coUe vostro 
orazioni accid qiiesta brama si adera])isca.’” 

t Dr. French, writing on the Continent in 16G7, sj>eak8 of Dr. MeSweeny as 
then dead- This ia an error: for the letters of the Ajchbishop of Armagh, and 
the other Prelates, in 16G8, and 1069, more than once sjxiak of him as yet 
living, although retired in the most remote jiart of the country, and subject to 
continual intirmities both in body and mind. 

X Dr. Edmund O’Reilly die<l in Paris, in March, 1669. 

§ Dr Fallon was for twenty-rtve years Profeasor of Theology in the Univer- 
sity of Bologna. 

1) See AjqK*ndix No. 7. 
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■ “ Most Reverend Monsignor, I lately received letters from Dr. 
Plunket, by which I was able sufficiently to understand the great 
solicitude and benevolence of your Excellency in succouring our 
country, which is so poor, and menaced by so many dangers : wherefore, 
may God grant to you his blessing, and may you during your whole life- 
time enjoy the good things of Jerusalem. I certainly am of opinion that 
your selection could not fall on persons better suited, and more prudent 
than those you have selected for the spiritual government of our falling 
kingdom of Ireland. I myself know almost all of them to be of a most 
virtuous and exemplary life ; and, I doubt not, full of zeal for the 
Catholic faith : wherefore I return thanks, not indeed proportionate, 
but as far as is in my power, to the bestower of so great a gift, devoting 
myself perpetually to your service ; praying that you may enjoy a long 
and happy life, for the propagation of the faith, and the direction of 
the Church of Ireland. 

“Gregobt Fallon. 

Bologna, 20th July, 1669. 

**To the Secretary of the Cong, de Prop. Fid.” 

During this period of persecution our Irish Hierarchy was 
more than once on the verge of destruction ; and if our Church 
at the present day docs not present the sad desolation of Eng- 
land and Scotland, we are indebted under Heaven to those inde- 
fatigable men who laboured in season and out of season to preserve 
unbroken, despite the efforts of the enemies of our holy faith, 
the succession of our; chief pastors. 

No one laboured more strenuously than Dr. Plunket in 
attaining this happy result. He had already been for some time 
agent in the Roman Court for his relative the Bishop of Ardagh ; 
but no sooner were the new bishops nominated by the Holy See 
than he was chosen by them their common representative in 
Rome. The letter addressed to him by Peter Talbot, the justly 
celebrated Archbishop of Dublin, is exceedingly interesting 
under many respects. He thus writes : — 

“ The Bishop of Ferns has requested me to unite with him in consti- 
tuting you our agent in the Roman Court, for the Province of Dublin, 
to which request I have most readily assented, well knowing your zeal 
for the faith, and the affection you bear your friends; and that you will 
correspond with the confidence placed in you, to the full satisfaction 
of all. 

“ I was consecrated in Antwerp, on Sunday last* (the 8th of May), 

* There is here a marginal note, “ 16^t M.ay^ 1669;” but this cannot be 
correct. Comp, letter of Dr. Talbot, written on the 15th May, 1669 (styl. 
vet.), w’hich was Sunday. See App. No. 13. He says he w.as consecrated on 
the preceding Sunday, that is, the 8th of May, (styl. vet. ) 
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and I now return in haste to London to meet Peter Walsh, and oppose 
his infamous efforts against God, tho king, and his country ; and, 
although he pretends nothing but allegiance to the king, I know that 
this is only a mantle with which such plotters ever seek to mask their 
evil designs. 

“ Until such time as you shall bo able to procure tho pallium for me, 
I have obtained a Brief, authorizing me to exercise its prerogatives and 
privileges. Nevertheless, I beseech you to ask for it in the same 
manner as it was granted to my predecessors, and that as soon as 
possible. 

“ Neither I nor my Province shall present any petition in the Roman 
Court, without giving intelligence to you and Ur. Brennan, and we 
, hope that no attention will be paid to any one else. I say this, because 
I have heard that a memorial was presented to the Sacred Congrega- 
tion, or to the Holy Father, soliciting the power to absolve those who 
incurred the censures of Rinuccini ; this would occasion great disorder, 
ns there is a rigorous edict of tho king against all who would ask for 
such an absolution ; and I believe it is not the desire of tho Sacred 
Congregation that any noise should be made in this matter : it is well 
that wo should have the power of absolving in foro conscientics all such 
as have any scruples on this head, but it would bo unwise to send any 
public document to that effect. 

“ In the Province of Armagh there is such confusion that I suppose 
an Archbishop will soon be appointed. I have proposed three : Patrick 
Everard, a learned man, of noble and ancient lineage ; he studied in 
Seville, in Spain, and is a good theologian and preacher ; Thomas Fitz- 
symons, and a certain Dr. Nugent. Everard is the best suited. 

“ Your most affectionate cousin, 

“ Peter op Dublin.’’* 

Before Dr. Plunket could represent to the Sacred Congrega- 
tion the views of the Archbishop of Dublin regarding the 
censures of Rinuccini, the power of absolving from them had 
already been dispatched from Rome. The Intemuncio w'rites 
on the 18th of April, acknowledging the receipt of these faculties 
for the Irish bishops, and we find Dr. Talbot, in the postscript to 
his letter of the 15th May, thus referring to the letter he had 
just received, conveying the power of absolving from these 
censures.! 

“ I have received the letters of your Eminence dated 27th April, 
by which faculty is granted to ahsolve all who solicit absolution from 

* Thi.s letter is without date, being only a copy of the original letter. There 
is the following note in the handwriting of Dr. Plunket : — 

"Dr. Ta'Jmt atarledfrom Brussdlaon the‘ZS(h May for London, aa f have been 
informed by Bartholomciv Pliinief, Preaident oj Uui Iriah Seminary in Bniaaelta." 

t Sec Postscript of Apjiemlix, No. 13. 
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the censures fulminated by Rinuccini. I embrace with due obedience 
and humility the paternal goodness of His Holiness ; but it seems to me 
that the publication of such a faculty would be attended with great 
danger; as it was enacted by a law of the King and Parliament of Ire- 
land, that any one asking to be absolved from the censures of Rinuccini 
should be incapable of acquiring goods or receiving any inheritance, 
and by far the greater number of the Catholics applaud this law; 
nor do I remember any one having had recourse for absolution from 
these censures, to those who formerly received a like faculty ; for all, 
with one accord, attribute the ruin of our country to the divisions 
occasioned by these censures. Nor are they the ignorant alone who say 
this, but even the greater part of the clergy, secular and regular, warmly 
contend that the censures wore invalid. Wherefore it surprises me 
how a petition to absolve from them could be presented to His Holiness 
in the name of the Catholic bishops of Ireland. I indeed deem it very 
proper that we should have power to absolve in the tribunal of penance 
all such as recur to us; but should this become known, the whole 
Hierarchy of Ireland would be exposed to great risk, and the Irish laity 
would be compelled to declare by public document that they never gave 
any commission to have such a request forwarded to His Holiness. 
Wherefore I think it expedient, and I stated so to his Excellency the 
Intemunzio, that this faculty should be given by word of mouth to the 
Archbishops, but that the letters of your Eminence should in nowise 
be transmitted to Ireland, till such time as an answer may be received 
to this difficulty, which with due submission I propose. 

Peter op Dublin. 

^‘Brussells, 15th May, 1669.” 

The result was that this faculty of absolving from the censures 
of Rinuccini was not published;* and we find some years 
later the same subject engaging the attention of the Sacred 
Congregation and of our Irish bishops. 

The predecessors of Dr. Plunket, as representatives of the 
Irish bishops in Rome, had filled that office wfith prudence, and 
conciliated for themselves and for the Irish Church the esteem 
of the authorities in that city. Dr. Burgatt, who, as we have 


* Nothing can be more groundless than the assertions of Charles O’ Conor in 
his Historical Address, as to the refusal of the Holy See to grant absolution from 
the censures of Rinuccini. Before the Nuncio took his departure from Ireland 
he gave faculty to the Archbishop of Armagh to absolve from these censures, 
ancf to sub-delegate such faciUty to any others he might deem fit. On his death, 
Alexander VII., by special Brief, gave a like faculty to the Bishops of Raphoe, 
Cork, Leighlin, and Clonfert (1055) ; on the death of the Bishop of Raphoe, the 
ne^4|k appointed Archbishop of Armagh was, a few years later, nominated in 
his pace: and in 1605, another Brief seems to have been addressed to all the 
suiwiving bishops, empowering them in like manner to absolve from these cen- 
sures. On another occasion wo may perhaps discuss more fully the merits of 
some of i>r. O’Conor’s statements in his “Historical Addrcssc-s,” &c. 
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seen, was at this time appointed Archbishop of Cashel, had held 
that office for many years; and Dr. O’Dwyer, whose name is so 
justly illustrious as connected with the national Confederation, 
and subsequently as Bishop of Limerick, was in the early half 
of this century deputed, on more than one occasion, as agent of 
our bishops to the Papal court. Those who, during the latter 
years of the seventeenth century, were appointed to the same 
office were not unworthy of their predecessors, and the names 
of Dr. Brennan, Dr. Creagh, Dr. Sleyn, and Dr. Michael Plunket 
sufficiently attest the solicitude of the Irish Prelates in sending 
worthy representatives to the central See of the Catholic world. 

The principal efforts of Div Plunket were directed against the 
machinations of Taafc and Peter Walsh, who left no stone 
untm'iied to find patrons and abettors for their well-known 
“ Remonstrance.” Indeed, through the zeal and labours of Dr. 
Talbot, both before and after his appointment to the Episcopate, 
this Remonstrance was soon wholly discredited in Ireland, and 
Dr. Plunket laboured with equal ardour in Rome to second his 
efforts, and make known to the authorities there the real iniqui- 
tous designs of the Remonstrants. The Archbishop of Dublin 
on the 4th of July, 1669, thus wrote to Dr. Plunket, congratu- 
lating him on his labours in the cause of the Irish Church, and 
supplying at the same time much interesting information regard- 
ing Peter Walsh*: — 

“ Dearest Coosin, — I have received your four letters, all treating of 
the same matter, and I am much obliged for your efforts to promote the 
public welfare of our country, and I hope that in its own good time 
you shall receive the fruit of your labours. We know by experience the 
benevolence and favour of Monsignor Baldcschi : our prayers and hearts 
are his. When the occasion presents itself, thank the Cardinal Barberini , 
and tell him how I esteem his counsel not to enter into disputes with 
"Walsh ; I discredit him, however, in the esteem of those who are in 
authority and of men of learning. Here he is so concealed and unknown 
that no one can tell where he lives. Ho has made many offers, and 
shown more than once a desire to submit to Holy Church ; but when it 
comes to the point he wishes to maintain his opinions and to justify 
himself. Through others 1 hold out to him hopes of clemency and 
pardon should he return to the truth, and retire to some Catholic 
country to one of his convents or monasteries. In my opinion it would 
be time that his Superiors should oblige him, under penalty of incurring 
censme, to retire to Flanders, which precept or command should be sent 
to him without delay, for it is his boast that he has never disobeyed 
them. ^ 

“ Yours, &c., ^ 

“London, 4th July, 1G69. “Peter or Dublin. ’’ 

* Sec A|>i>eiuUx N o. 9. 
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A paper regarding Walsh and his associates, presented by Dr. 
Plunhet to Propaganda in May, 1669, contains many further 

f )articulars on triis subject, which he states were gleaned from 
etters of Dr. French, and Bartholomew Plunket, President of 
the Irish College in Brussells, written on the 13th of April, 
1669:*— 


“ Walsh has sent an agent to London to seek a continuation of tho 
protection of the Queen, but her Majesty has withdrawn her protection 
from him. This agent also sought to procure for Walsh the favour of 
the new Viceroy, but he received for answer that if the new Viceroy 
found Walsh in Ireland on his arrival ho would send him to the scaffold. 

“ r. Taafe is gone to London, and is waiting to receive money and a 
safe conduct from Monsignor, the Intemuncio, to pass into Flanders. 

“ Ormond, now that he has lost all power, puts himself forward, and 
pretends to be a well-wisher of his country. The King makes a display 
of affection towards him, but his intimacy with the Duke of York gives 
displeasure, and it is thought that for this reason he was deprived of bis 
office. 

“ The Catholic gentry of Ireland lately sent Sir Nicholas Plunket as 
their agent to London, to obtain from the King a restoration of their 
property on the occasion of the change of government ; but it is feared 
that nothing will be gained, as many in the Court arc interested in tho 
plunder, the Duke of York receiving annually two hundred thousand 
scudif (£50,000), and Ormond a like sum.”f 

The Taafe to whom reference is made in this letter is almost 
unknown in the published histories of this period ; and yet few 
events attracted more attention for many years, or threatened 
our Irish Church with such imminent danger, as the imposture 
which he devised, and wliich can scarcely find a parallel in the 
ecclesiastical annals of any country. To support the ruinous 
fabric of the Kemonstrance, this companion of Peter AValsh 
forged a Bull from the Holy See, empowering him, though a 
simple friar, to act as Vicar Apostolic of all Ireland, and depose, 
as he should think fit, the local Vicars and Bishops, and make 
many other arbitrary arrangements for the due reformation of 
the Irish Church ; all his plans, however, having for their chief 
object to discredit and depose whosoever had been opposed to 
the Remonstrance, and to place the ecclesiastical authority of 
the country in the hands of its favourers and abettors. So 

Apj>eiKlix No. 10. 

t AccoiUing to the relative exchange of that time, four scudi were deemed 
e<iuivaleut to £l. 

J PlowdcD, Hist. Review of State of Ireland, t. 1, p. 175, brings the testimony 
of a writer wh<i staU'H that “the gifts and grants of Ormond amount to 
^630,000;** all which gifts were continued by ramaiucut. 
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artful was tlie forgery, and so ingenious its author, that he 
procured the recognition and autlientication of his Bull, not 
only from Ormond and the English Government, but even from 
Dr. Darcy, Bishop of Dromore, and Dr. Patrick Plunket, Bishop 
of Ardagh. The particulars of the confusion which ensued in 
many dioceses, and of the sums which were levied on various 
ecclesiastics, in virtue of this pretended authority, belong to the 
Life of Dr. Edmund O’Reilly, to whom we are chiefly indebted 
for having unmasked this iniquitous imposture. A letter, 
addressed to Dr. Oliver Plunket by the Bishop of Ardagh, in 
1668, evinces the zeal with which that good Prelate sought to 
amend his error, committed in recognizing Taafe, whilst at the 
same time it affords much addition^ information regarding our 
Irish Church at this period : — 


“Dublin, 19th Oct. styl. vet. 1668. 

“ I have reeeived your letter, which was most gratifying to mo and to 
all your friends, as well for the news concerning your health, as for ths 
information regarding the pretended Commission of Taafe, authenticated, 
as he pretented, by Cardinal Robert!, and by a public notary. Few or 
none dared to oppose his Commission in the commencement, through 
reverence for the Apostolic See, and F. Taafe made various copies, and 
sent Yisitators with them throughout the whole kingdom, who for the 
most part were those who bad signed the rash and scandalous formula 
of Peter Walsh. When I saw the Commissioners whom he employed 
I commenced to doubt of the validity of the Commission, and I rejected 
it, as the whole kingdom knows, even before the letters came from Rome, 
and I made this known by a public deed ; for when one of the Yisitators 
of Taafe had excommunicated the Yicar-General of our Primate, the 
Archbishop of Armagh, I declared the excommunication null. This 
exceedingly annoyed Taafe, and in all his subsequent letters he declared 
me his enemy, which, indeed, affected me very little. When, thanks 
to divine Providence, the letters and orders of the Sacred Congregation, 
written in the name of the Holy T'other, came to me, I, laying aside all 
human respect for family or parentage, rigorously executed them, and 
presenting myself to Taafe in this city, exhorted him most pressingly 
to be obedient to the Holy See, it being a human fault to err, but a 
truly diabolical one to persevere in error. He, in the beginning, 
despised my exhortation, and with a fierce oath exclaimed that the 
Queen Mother, who had obtained for him this Commission from two 
Sovereign Pontiffs, would maintain him in spite of all his opponents ; 
and he boasted that he would send me and all the clergy of Ireland into 
exile. I answered, that we w’ere all ready to suffer in so just a catise, 
but that with God’s aid he would not be able to prevail in any way 
against us. Taafe, afterwards, reflecting on matters, thought better to 
write to me, declaring that he would submit to the commands of the 
Holy Sec, and of the Sacred Congregation, as I announce to his 
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Eminence Cardinal Barberini in the enclosed letter, which you will 
hand to him without delay. 

“ Pur the rest, it would be tedious to describe all the particulars of 
the manner of proceeding of this friar, ex ungue leonem. He has com- 
manded all his Visitators to exact twenty scudi from each Yicar-Genoral, 
and four scudi from each Parish Priest ; and he commanded that in 
case of poverty, and of their not being able to pay this sum, they should 
on three successive Sundays, intra Missarum Solemnia, ask it as alms from 
the people. His manner of life gives occasion to great scandal. May 
God grant him repentance, and give him grace to change his life.*' 

Taafe went through all this farce more as the dupe of Peter 
Walsh than through any malice of his own; after repeated 
summonses he at length repaired to the Eternal City, and for 
many years led a retired life in the convent of S. Isidore. 

On the same day on which the bishops were nominated to the 
vacant Sees, Dr. Patrick Plunket was transferred from Ardagh 
to Meath. Dr. Oliver Plunket, when petitioning for this trans- 
lation, assigned as its motive the sad condition to which the 
diocese of Ardagh had been reduced since the devastation of 
Cromwell. “ No two Catholics,” he says, “ have been left in 
possession of their hereditary estates, and the whole country is 
parcelled out between the soldiers of Cromwell and the mer- 
chants of London, who purchased it fi’om that tyrant or from 
Parliament.”* 

In the month of April following Dr. Plunket obtained for 
the same prelate the faculty of conferring Holy Orders “ extra 
tempora et non servatis interstitiis as also “ of consecrating 
the holy oils in the presence of at least five priests; but not on 
any other day except Holy Thursday, unless necessity should 
require the contrary.”! The most important petition, how- 
ever, presented by him to the Secretary of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion Avas addressed in the name of all the bishops, and was as 
follows! 

** To establish peace and order in the 36 dioceses, which are in the four 
provinces of the kingdom of Ireland, whose secular clergy amounts to 
the number of a thousand, the regulars, moreover, being six hundred, 
and the Catholic population two millions, we supplicate your Excel- 
lency, through tho great zeal and affection you bear our kingdom, to 
consider the following points : — 

* “ Non \i sono due Signori Cattolici in jwssesso dei loro Castelli o [wsscssioni 
ossendo quasi tutta (la diocesi) distribuita tra i soldati di Cromwello tiranno, c 
tra i Mercanti di Londra, i quali I’hanno comprato dal Parlainento o dal detto 
Cromwello.” 

t Consecrandi clea ciun quinque saltern Sacerdotibus, non extra diem Cocua> 
Dni. nisi nece^ssifcvs abud urgeat.” 

X See Api)endix, No. 12. 


28 DB. PLUNKET AS AGENT OF THE IRISH CLERGY AT ROME. • 

“ 1. That until such time ns the Sees of Ireland are provided with 
Bishops and Vicars Apostolic, the Bishops already appointed may 
nominate Vicurs-General to the Dioceses which are vacant, or may 
become vacant, that thus all occasion of schism may be removed. 

■ “ 2. That the Vicars Apostolic, should they be constituted, may be 
made dependent on the resident Bishop of the Province. 

“ 3. That on any day of Lent the Bishops may consecrate the Holy 
Oils. 

“ 4. That the Bishops may have the faculty of blessing a Crucifix, 
which being kissed by the dying, may communicate to them the 
indulgence in articulo mortis, and that he may bless one such Crucifix 
for each Parish Priest. 

“ 5. That the Bishops may be enabled to communicate their facul- 
ties to such Irish Priests, as moved by the spirit of God, may feel a 
vocation to nndertake the arduous mission of the American islands to 
succour the many thousands of Irish Catholics sent thither into exile by 
the tyrant Cromwell, and who, through the want of Priests, run great 
risk of their eternal salvation. 

“ 6. That by one Order or one Brief, an indulgence may be granted 
to all the Cathedrals, Churches, and Parishes of Ireland on their 
titular feast, their dedication, the festivals of our Lord, of the Blessed 
Virgin, and the holy Apostles. I said in virtue of one Brief or Order ; 
for to multiply Briefs for every Church would be too tedious and dan- 
gerous in a country ruled by heretics, where there are rigorous penal 
laws against any such communication with Home; and that this indul- 
gence may be gained wherever the Pariah Priest says Mass, for wo have 
no fi.\.ed Churches or Oratories, but celebrate the Holy Sacrifice often in 
the fields, now at one place, now at another, and often too in the castles 
of the nobility and gentry.” .... 

These faculties seem to have been accorded by the Holy 
Father; but when a little later Dr. Plunket, as Archbishop of 
Armagh, represented the imminent danger of being detected by 
the Government spies, and the difficulty of assembling so many 
Priests, and hence further solicited the faculty of consecrating 
the oils with the assistance of only two Priests, he received for 
answer from the Secretary of the Holy Office that this case had 
been already provided for (jam provisum est) in the faculties 
communicated to Bishops in heretical countries (in locis infide- 
lium). 

Whilst Dr. Plunket thus laboured in the eternal city to pro- 
mote the interests of the Irish Church, he displayed an equal 
solicitude in providing for the wants of his suffering countrymen 
who perchance had taken refuge in that common asylum of all 
the faithful. I find one instance especially recorded in a MS. 
account of some of the early Students of the Irish College.* 

• Archiv. CoUeg. llib. de Urbe. 
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In the month of April, 166(>, Dr. Edmund O’Reilly, Archbishop 
of Armagh, took his departure from Rome. A few days before 
his leaving an Ecclesiastic arrived from Ireland, and solicited 
admission to the Irish College. No burse, however, was vacant 
in the College, and as the young traveller’s funds were exhausted, 
a sad alternative presented itself to his mind. No sooner was 
this case of distress made known to Dr. Plunket than he set to 
work to satisfy the pious desires of tKe young man, and obtaining 
a contribution of 30 scudi from the Primate, from various other 
individuals an additonal sum of 50 scudi, and supplying 20 scudi, 
the sum which was yet wanting, from his own scanty funds, he 
succeeded in placing him within the College walls, and main- 
taining him there till such time as he was able to enjoy a burse 
of that institution. 

It was probably at this period that Dr. Plunket composed the 
Irish poem to which O’Reilly, in his “ Irish Writers,” refers, 
and which thus began: — “ Oh Tara of the Kings During his 
infancy he had often roamed about tliat royal hill, and it cannot 
surprise us that in after-life his soul should dwell with rapture 
on the ancient glories of his country clustered around its summit. 
Such reminiscences especially could not fail to recur to his mind 
w'hen standing amidst the ruined trophies of the persecutors of 
the Christian name, he contemplated from afar the struggles 
of his countrymen, and the persecutions which they endured, 
not so much in the cause of nationality as for the faith of their 
fathers. 


CHAPTER IV. 

DR. PLUNKET NOMINATED ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH. 

On the 9th of July, 1669, Dr. Oliver Plunket was nominated 
by the Sacred Congregation Archbishop of Armagh. His 
illustrious predecessor had been compelled, by the storm of per- 
secution which laid waste our island, to seek an asylum on the 
Continent, and some months had now elapsed since death closed 
his eventful career. Having been almost wholly deprived for 
many years of the presence of its chief spiritual pastor, the Church 
of Armagh was torn by dissensions, and the germs of many 
scandals had appeared in some of the districts subject to the 
Primatial See. Hence, urgent w^ere the solicitations of the Irish 

{ )relates to have a successor appointed without delay, who might 
leal these wounds and restore peace and' tranquillity to the 
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desolate flocks. None more forcibly represented to the Holy 
See the necessity of appointing at once a distinguished prelate 
to the vacant Church, than the Most Rev. Peter Talbot, the 
^tcly consecrated Archbishop of Dublin. On tbe loth of 
May, 1669, he thus writes to the Cardinal Prefect of Propa- 
ganda* : — 


“ With duo reverence I have received hero in Brussclls the Apostolic 
letters and the faculties, together with a letter of your Eminence, 
addressed to me, and another addressed to the clergy of Dublin ; and on 
last Sunday I was consecrated in Antwerp. I confess that the burden 
imposed on me by His Holiness far exceeds my strength, which I know 
to be slight indeed. But I hope that the spirit which rules the whole 
Church and distributes its grace and gifts according to the exigency of 
the office which each one discharges, will also grant to me such aid 
as may enable me to guard from the wolves the flock committed to my 
charge, and to repel the last efforts of Peter Walsh; who, not content 
with his past persecution, now again leaves no stone unturned to obtain 
a confirmation in his infamous office of government satellite and spy, 
that thus he may continue in his schism. To attain this dignity, he 
is preparing for a journey to England, strengthened by the solicitations 
of some heretics, and the commendatory letters of the pseudo-Primato 
of Armagh. But these arms will but little aid the cause of the dis- 
credited and foolish man, who received a fatal blow in the full of the 
Duke of Ormond, or at least in his removal from the government of 
Ireland. As for me, both by my own desire and by the counsel of my 
friends, I hasten to London in order to oppose Walsh, and confirm the 
royal ministers in their sentiments and hatred of his iniquities. Thence 
I shall proceed direct to Dublin, and soon acquaint your Eminence with 
the present state of matters, and my future hopes. 

“ But as no part of Ireland stands so much in need of a proper Pastor 
and Primate as the Province of Armagh, in which the clergy is split 
into factions, giving occasion of groat scandal not only to the Irish 
Catholics, hut also to the English and Scotch Protestants, who are very 
numerous in Ulster, I cannot delay to acquaint your Eminence with 
the necessity of promptly nominating an Archbishop for Armagh. For 
though it is not expedient for the present to create many bishops, lest 
Ormond should say that the Papal authority received a sudden and 
dangerous increase in Ireland since his withdrawal ; nevertheless, the 
Bishop of Armagh added to the other three Archbishops can give no 
occasion of evil report or envy, especially should he be a person not 
displeasing to the Court. Three have been proposed to me by those 
best acquainted with matters and persons. D. Patrick Ererard, a 
learned theologian, exceedingly pious and prudent. He suffered much 
for the Catholic faith during the thirty-six years which he strenuously 
and untiringly laboured in cultivating the vineyard of the Lord, and in 


* ViJ. .\p;)enit. Xo. 13. 
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rooting out vices in the province of Armagh, of which he is a native, 
and he is descended from a noble and ancient family. His prudence 
appears even from the fact that in all the dissensions of the clergy of 
his province, ho was never known to be the author or promoter of 
factions; and whilst there was no more determined enemy of the 
Eemonstrants, no one, at the same time, was less obnoxious to the 
government. He opposed and condemned the Dublin approval of the 
Sorbonio propositions ; he is well skilled in tlie Irish language, preaches 
also in English, and is dear to both nations; nor will his appointment 
be displeasing to the king. The second proposed to me for the Primacy 
is D. Thomai Fxt%sytnon», or Mae Symons, to whom nothing is objected 
excepting his having signed the Dublin formula. The third is Dr. 
Nugent, who lives in Spain, and I believe taught there ; but I do not 
deem him so well suited as D. Everard. 

“ Moreover as the Province of Armagh is so vast, that at least two 
suffragans may be required, and as the Bishop of Kilmore is either deli- 
rious or deficient in many things, I would recommend D. Oliver Dease, 
Vicar-General of Meath, as worthy of the See of Ardagh, or of Clogher, 
especially as the only objection made to him is that of age; whilst, 
nevertheless, he is of a robust constitution. Surely the number of years 
during which he has fought the battles of God, should favour, rather 
than impede, the promotion of one who is thus at the same time full of 
merits and of years. 

“ No public danger can now be feared from F. James Taafe, for he is 
so deficient as well in cash as in prudence, that he can be of harm only 
to himself : he is deemed a solemn impostor by all. He daily pro- 
mises to start for Belgium, and, I am sure, he will be faithful to his 
promise, for without money it will be diflficult for him to remain any 
length of time in England 

“ Peter op Dtjblin. 

“Brussells, 15th May, 1669. (styl. vet.)” 

Besides those here proposed by Dr. Talbot, many others were 
recommended to the Sacred ConOTegation as worthy to succeed 
to the Primatial See. Some difficulty, however, was met with 
in regard to each of them. Dr. Everard, for instance, a 
member of the Society of Jesus, was Rector of the Irish College 
of Antwerp, and the only pillar of its support; and his removal 
from it threatened to deprive the nation of that ecclesiastical 
resource. Dr. Nugent was advanced in years, and the merits of 
Dr. Fitzsimons had not as yetheen sufficiently attested to justify 
his nomination to that important See. “ But why delay,” said 
the Holy Father, “ in discussing the dubious merits of others, 
whilst we have here in Rome, a native of that island, whose 
merits are known to us all, and whose labours in this city have 
already added so many wreaths to the peerless glory of 
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the ‘ Island of Saints.’ Let D. Oliver Plunket be Archbishop 
of Armagh.”* 

This appointment, whilst it filled with terror and dismay the 
sowers of dissension and the enemies of our holy faithj called 
forth the applause of the true lovers of Ireland, and of the 
watchful guardians of that chosen portion of the Church of God. 
The illustrious Bishop of Ferns thus writes from his place of 
exile to the Archbishop of Cesarea, then Secretary of the Sacred 
Congregation of Fropaganda^f 

“ Most Illustrious and Rev. Loud, — Applauding and rejoicing I 
have hastened hither from Gand to the most Reverend and Illustrious 
Intemunzio of Belgium, to return all possible thanks to our Holy 
Father, in the name of my countrymen, for having crowned with the 
mitre of Armagh the noble and distinguished Oliver Plunket, Doctor 

of Theology To your influence we owe it, that such a 

prelate, of noble birth, and adorned with exalted talents, benevolence, 
and virtue (and yet of no proud conceit) should be raised to the 
government of the Primatial Church, the spirit of God loading the 
minds of their Eminences to this conclusion. It came from on high 
(such is my opinion), that whilst your Excellency wisely laid open this 
matter to the Holy Father, he should place this excellent man on the 
mountain of the Church, in which office, he will be a light to all who 
hope in the Lord. 

“The Holy Father acted holily and justly, in promoting a-devoted 
child of the Roman See, rather than one who, having favoured Walsh the 
Philistine, when combating against the Ark of God, nowise deserved to 

be honoured by the Church Do you, in the mean time, 

most Illustrious Lord, pursue your course; for by your counsel, affection, 
and efforts, the falling Hierarchy of the Irish Church has commenced 
to exalt itself above heresy and error ; according to your piety, promote 
the members of both Clergy, but only such as are faithful servants 
of God, soldiers of Christ, champions of the Cross, devoted to the Holy 
See, and holily fulfilling their vows to God. I lovingly kiss your con- 
secrated hands. 

“In all things your most obedient servant, 

“ Nicholas, Bishop of Pirns. 

“ Brussells, 30th August, 1669.” 

♦His contemporary, Arsdekin, thus writes :—“Pnebuit div. Providentia 
occasionem, per cpiam acquisitiim tot annis solidaj sapientije thesaiuaim inpatriam 
suam latius erogaret. Postulabatur a Sum. Pont, Clemente IX. pnesul idoneus 
qui Ecclesiam Armacanam cum suprema Primatis potestate in Hil)emia adminis- 
traret . . . Denium sua Sanctitas omnibus pro rei gravitate expensis in hanc sen- 
tentiam conclusit : Non est cur diutius consultemus do incertis, quando rem 
certam ante oculos habemus. En virum probate virtutis, consummate doctrina;, 
diuturna? exi^erientiic in ipsa urbis Romae luce omnibus dotibus consi)icuum 
Oliverixun Plunketum : himcego Archepiscopum. Armacanum, hunc ego Hiter- 
niae Primatem A{)ostolica auctoritatc constituo.” — (Theol. Trip, tom 3 n ‘>27 \ 

t See Apixendix, No. 14. • > 
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Dr. James Dowley, lately appointed Vicar Apostolic of Lime- 
rick, writes in like manner, congratulating the Holy See on the 
happy appointment made to Arimigh* : — 

“ Most Illustrious and Eet. Lord, — I return exceeding thanks to 
your Excellency for my election in the last Congregation (through )'our 
solicitude and care) as Vicar Apostolic of Limerick, whilst I also tiiid 
that it is your intention to exult me, though unworthy, to a still higher 
dignity.f 

“ Most pleasing to all was the appointment of Dr. Plunket, and I 
doubt not but it will be agreeable to the Government, to the Secular 
Clergy, and to the Nobility ; and all this we owe to your Excellency. 
We shall soon return to our country, when I shall give an account of 
the flock committed to my charge. . . . 

“James Dowlky. 

“ Paris, 23rd August, 1669. 

“ To the Archbishop of Caesarea, &c., &o., &c.” 

The ornament of the college of St. Sulpice, in Paris, was 
at this time Dr. John O’Molony, who a few years later was 
appointed Bishop of the ancient See of Killiiloe. He too thus 
returned thanks to the Sacred Congregation for the favour now 
conferred on our Irish Church^: — 

“ Now favours require the expression of new gratitude, and the 
renewal of benefits can only be requited by the renewal of thanks- 
giving. Not long ago, though unknown to your Excellency, yet, laying 
aside all fear of temerity, I addressed to you letters expressive of my 
sincere gratitude for the great watchfulness and solicitude which you 
displayed for the welfare of our Church, as though it alone occupied 
your attention, though on you rests the burden of so large a portion of 
the whole Catholic world. You had already laid the foundations of our 
edifice, erected the pillars, and given shepherds to feed the sheep and 
the lambs : but now, that the work should not remain imperfect, you 
have crowned the edifice, and provided a Pastor for the Pastors them- 
selves, appointing the Archbishop of Armagh. For it is not of the 
Diocese of Armagh alone that he has the administration, to whom the 
primacy and guaiflianship of all Ireland is entrusted. One therefore in 
a thousand had to be chosen, suited to bear so great a burden. That 
one you have found : one than whom none other better or more pleasing 
could be found; with whom (that your wise solicitude for our distracted 
and aflSicted country should be wanting in nothing) you have been 


* Vid. App. No. 15. 

t Some ye.irs later he was appointed Biehop of that See. 

J Vid. Append. No. Ifl. Dr. Moloiiy in 167 1 was appointed Bishop of Kil- 
liiloe. During the exile of the royal family on the Continent he was attocheil to 
the Court ; subsequently he was Dean of Cashel, Canon of Kouen, in France, &c. 
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pleased to associate his Suffragan of Ardagh, a most worthy and grave 
man.* With what thanksgiving, then, or praises I should extpl 
you, I know not, for your benefits exceed all thanks and all praise : I 
therefore supplicate you to return yourself due thanks, that thus those 
whom you have eternally bound to you by your benefits may be still 
more closely bound by your becoming minister of their thanksgiving : 
whilst I, the last of your disciples, who am not worthy to be called 
your disciple, shall never bo unmindful of your benefits, but will ever 
be, your Excellency’s 

“ Most obliged servant, 

“J. O’Moloni. 

“ Paris, 16th August, 1669." 

More interesting still is the letter addressed to the Secre- 
taiy of Propaganda, Monsignor Baldeschi, by the illustrious 
Archbishop of Dublin, who rejoices in like manner in the happy 
choice of the Holy Father, and assigns, as his motive for not 
having already proposed Dr. Plunket in the first place for the 
See of Armagh, the request of that Prelate, who had expressed 
a desire to prolong yet awhile his stay in the Eternal City :f 

" Most illustrious and Eev. Lord — Most agreeable to me were the 
Roman leters by which I learned the promotion of the most Illustrious 
and Reverend Oliver Plunket to the See of Armagh ; nor less pleasing 
to all good men was the announcement of what had been done against 
the Remonstrants as well in Spain as in Ireland, although as yet we 
are ignorant of the particulars, for which I anxiously look forward ; 
and all this must be attributed to the piety and zeal of your Excel- 
lency. Certainly no one could be appointed better suited than Dr. 
Oliver Plunket, whom I myself w'ould have proposed in the first 
place, were it not that he had written to me, stating his desire not to 
enter for some years on the Irish mission, until he should have com- 
pleted some works which he was preparing for the press. 

“ Peter Walsh talks of signing a submission to the Holy See, whether, 
however, with sincerity or not we shall learn very soon j for he 
knows that I leave London within a few days, and he promises to do 
more within that time than I can easily give him credit for. However, 
he can do but little harm, as he dares not return to Ireland ; and his 
capital enemy, the Earl of Orrery, remains here in England, caressed 
by the King and Buckingham. Perhaps this may induce Walsh, 
though late, to think seriously of conversion to the Catholic faith and 
religious discipline. 

“ In the month of October the Parliament will assemble, and we are 

* Gherard Farrell, O.S.D., who for a short time had acted in the Roman 
Curia as agent of Dr. Edmimd O’Reilly, was on the same day appointed Vicar 
Apostolic of Ardagh. 
t Appendix, No. 17. 
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in dread of persecution if liberty of conscience be not granted. The 
King, however, has little to fear, for he has won over some of the 
heads of the different factions. I have hurriedly written those few 
lines, as the bearer is taking his departure ; but I shall write at greater 
leugth from Dubliu. In the mean time, &c., &c, 

“ Peter op Dublin, 

“ Primate of Ireland. 

“ London, 11th August (styl. vet.), 1669.” 

The Bulls appointing Dr. Plunket Archbishop of Armagh 
were despatched to the Internuiizio in Brussels, and the decree 
of the Sacred Congregation was conveyed to him, destining 
Belgium as the place of consecration. This had already been 
deemed the more prudent course in the case of the Bishops 
appointed in the preceding January; and in the life of Dr. 
Brennan, we shall see the same course pursued in his regard ; 
for it was supposed that by being consecrated in Rome the 
prejudices of the Government would be more aw'akened, and 
the Bishops rendered more obnoxious in their future labours. 
But Dr. Plunket was too attached to Rome not to ardently 
desire to receive the sacred consecration within its hallowed 
walls, amidst its sanctuaries and shrines. He wished to go 
forth from Rome fully armed for the spiritual fight, as so 
many Apostles and martyrs had hitherto gone forth, to scatter 
the heavenly seed, to reap the good harvest ; and perhaps, too, 
consummating his course like them, to receive the martyr’s crown. 
Hence he addressed an energetic i>etition to the Sacred Con- 
gregation, to have its order reversed, and sacred consecration im- 
parted to him in the eternal city. “ No one,” he thus concludes, 
“ was ever known to be obliged to leave Rome and seek else- 
where the holy gift of consecration, save, perhaps. Dr. Burgatt; 
and, as if by fate, his brief strayed from place to place, and only 
after great delay, and beset by many dangers, could that 
Prelate receive consecration; let then, this crowning favour 
be added to the many others I have received, and I shall ever 
more and more be bound in union with the Holy See and the 
Sacred Congregation.” There are many passages of this letter 
which disclose further particulars connected with the subject of 
these memoirs, and some facts relating to the history of our 
Irish Church, which are otherwise unrecorded: — 

“The whole Irish nation,” he says, “and especially the poor 
house of Plunket, have received so many favours and benefits from 
your Excellency, that neither he.art, nor tongue, nor deeds, can ever 
render due thanks to so pious and beneficent a protector. 


Digitized by Google 



DR. PLUNKET NOMINATED ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH. 


ai) 


“ Monsignor Plunket obtained the Episcopate of Meath, which is the 
most fruitful and largest in the w'hole kingdom, and w’here his 
nephews have the greatest part of their lands. Dr. James Phelan, 
actual chaplain of the Lady Mary Plunket, niece of Monsignor 
Plunket, has been promoted to Ossory ; and lately we have had the 
appointment, as Yicar Apostolic of Ardagh, of D. Gherard Farrell, who 
was for many years chaplain to the sister of Monsignor Plunket, and 
in Rome to Sir Nicholas Plunket, ambassador of the Irish Catholics to 
that city, who received knighthood from Innocent X. 

“The Primate, who died in France within the month of March 
last, belonged to the province of Dublin ; his predecessor was Hugh 
O’Reilly, of the Diocese of Kilmore; his predecessor again was Peter 
Lombard, of Waterford, in the province of Cashel, who W£i8 highly- 
esteemed by Clement VIII., and Paul V. ; the predecessor of Lombard 
was Richard Creagh ; he was of the house of Netterville, in the 
diocese of Meath, and the predecessor of Netterville was of the 
Dowdall family, also of the diocese of Meath : and if I mistake not, a 
certain Octavianus Palladius, a Florentine, was Archbishop of Armagh, 
and transferred the residence of the Primates from Armagh to Drogheda, 
which is the second city of the kingdom, half of which is in the diocese 
of Armagh, and the other half in Meath, being divided by the river 

Boyne I have seen myself (for he died within my own time) 

Malachy O’Reilly, of the province of Cashel, Archbishop of Tuam ; and 
at present. Dr. Lynch is Bishop of Kilfenora, although a native of the 
diocese of Tuam. 

“ The nephew of Monsignor Plunket, that is. Lord Fingall, whilst 
commandipg the infantry in the Royal army, was made prisoner by 
the Cromwellians not far from Dublin, and put to death in the tower of 
Dublin. Monsignor Plunket then, with Sir Nicholas, his brother, and 
Lord Fingall, his grand-nephew, lived in exile in France and Flanders 
during the whole time of the Cromwellians. The king being restored. 
Dr. Plunket returned without delay, and being the only Bishop capable 
of performing the Pontifical functions, he ordained in the very capital 
during many years, two hundred and \Jifty priests , from all parts of the 
kingdom, administered the sacrament of confirmation to a large num- 
ber, and faithfully caiTied out the commandments of the Sacred Con- 
gregation 

“ It is, indeed, true, that it is not a matter of prudence to promote 
those who took a prominent part in the various factions during the 
late war, and are held in positive abhorrence by the king ; but I 
believe that it is not desirable to advance those who seek for pro- 
motion through the English Court, for such persons always adopt the 
doctrines of the Sorbonne, and should any question arise, they will 
adhere to the king and not to the Apostolic See ; and, ordinarily speak- 
ing, they are restless, ambitious, and flatterers ; seeking evil report, 
and listening not to truth ; and pursuing their own interests, not those of 
Jesus Christ. . . .And, were the holy Father to appoint persons truly great 
and affectionate towards the Holy See, such as the late Primate and the 
Bishop of Ferns, and two other Bishops put to death in Ireleind, even 
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though they should find little favour at court, I am sure that their 
death or exile would be of great glory and honour to the Apostolic 
Church, which ‘ sanguine et persecutione martyrum et confessorum 
crevit, crescit, et crescet (by the blood and sufferings of her confessors 
and martyrs ever increased, increases, and will yet increase).’ Thrasa- 
mund, Arian King of tho Vandals, in Africa, in order to root out the 
Catholics, published a decree, that no more Catholic Bishops should be 
consecrated. What then did the Catholic Bishops do ? They consecrated 
in one day, sevent3-two bishops ; wherefore, tho infuriated Thrasamund 
sent them and many others into exile, into Sardinia. And yet, Sym- 
machus, writing to St. Fulgentius, and to the other exiled bishops, 
deemed the Church of Christ triumphant in these her glorious cham- 
pions.” He then adds, that, “ on one occasion. Innocent appointed 
twelve Bishops for Ireland,” and concludes as we have cited above. 

Dr. Plunket, however, appealed in vain : the decision had 
been made, and the Sacred Congregation was ine.xorable. Thus 
frustrated in his holy design, he wished, at least, to be the 
bearer to his afflicted Church of a sacred treasure, of which, 
through the violence of the persecution, it had been long de- 
prived. Its history is as follows*: — 

In 1648, the most Rev. John Bapt. Scanarola, a noble citizen 
of Modena and Bishop of Sidonia, admiring the generous 
spirit of self-sacrifice and religious zeal which the Irish nation 
then displayed, whilst combating around the altar and the throne, 
presented to the Primatial See of Armagh a cross of maSsive gold, 
containing relics of the holy wood of the Cross, of the Blessed 
Virgin, St. Joseph, and other Saints, and entrusted it to the care 
of the illustrious Bishop of Ferns, Dr. French, w’ho was then 
in Rome on an embassy from the confederate Council to the 
Holy Father. It was a condition, however, of this gift that it 
should be ever preserved in the Cathedral Church, and with 
due solemnity exposed to the veneration of the faithful. But 
Dr. French knew too well the sad condition of the church of 
Armagh, at that period, to guarantee these conditions. Ho 
had seen the fury of the storm, which had lately swept 
unchecked over the Northern Province, and hence he recom- 
mended a delay of a little while till order should be again 
restored and religious liberty be achieved by the arms of the 
Confederates. In 1654, Monsignor Scanarola formally renewed 
his donation to the Cathedral of Armagh, and by act of public 
notary, declared Father Luke Wadding and other members of 
the Franciscan convent of St. Isidore, the depositaries an<l 


Sec the Notary’s Document, given at length Appendix. No. 18. 
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guardians of his gift, until the conditions referred to above 
could safely be carried out. 

Dr. Plunket deemed that such a time had now arrived, and 
anxious to be himself the bearer of this precious relic to his 
afflicted flock, addressed the following petition to the Holy 
Father : — 

the 10th year of the happy memory of Innocent X., when 
Cromwell drove the clergy of Ireland into exile, and destroyed our 
church, Monsignor Scanarola presented a cross of gold, with a relic of 
the most holy Cross, to the Church of Armagh, with the annexed con- 
dition, that it should be publicly exposed for veneration. Now that, 
through the mercy of God, the persecution of Cromwell has passed, and 
as, through the clemency of his present Majesty, we enjoy such liberty 
that the Catholics have public oratories, and even the Regular Clergy 
have opened their novitiates, your petitioner most humbly supplicates 
your Holiness to command the Friars of the Reformed Order at St. 
Isidore’s, who hold that cross in their custody, to consign it to me for 
the consolation and devotion of the Catholics in the province of Armagh, 
who will ever pray for the welfare of your Holiness.” 

As in his subsequent letters. Dr. Plunket never renews his 
solicitations for this holy relic, it seems probable that his 
petition had a favourable result, but I have been unable to find 
any certain record of its success. 

Beforawe come to the consecration of this successor of our 
glorious Apostle, one other fact remains to be recorded. 
Dr. Plunket had acquired, during his residence in Rome,‘^a small 
vineyard on the declivity of the hill whose summit is crowned 
by castle Gandolfo, and adjoining the farm then belonging to 
the Irish College, but known in after years as the villeggiatura 
of the novitiate of the Jesuits of St. Andrew’s on the Quirinal. 
Before taking his departure from the eternal city. Dr. Plunket 
presented this vineyard to the Irish College, anxious to 
testify liis aflection for that nursery of his youth, in which he 
had been trained to the sacred ministry, and whose brightest 
glory he himself was soon to become by his apostolic labours 
and heroic martyrdom. It seems that he left several of his 
books to the same college, many of which were lost when its 
library was scattered during the French invasion of Rome. 
Some, however, still remain, and one in particular is carefully 
treasured in its archives, having the simple record written with 
his own hand ; “ Oliver Iflunkette, Collegio llibern. dedit.” We 
shall hereafter see that in his last letter addressed to his relative 
Michael Plunket, then student of the college, the only dying 
memorial which he bequeaths, is one to the same loved abode 
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of his early years.* “ The pictures wliich are there I leave 
to the place where you are, and where I got my first edu- 
cation; would there were cornici (frames) to them.” How 
dear these paintings would now be to every Iri.sh Catholic, 
and how sad that thev, as most of the other memorials of the 
old Irish College, should have been plundered at the period of 
the invasion of Rome by the French republicans towards the 
close of the last century. 


CHAPTER V. 

CONSECRATION OF DR. PLUNKET. 

From a commendatory letter addressed by the General Superior 
of the Dominicans, Father Peter Mary Passerine, to the Provin- 
cial of the Order in Ireland, we learn that Dr. Plunket took his 
departure from the Eternal City towards the close of August, 
1669. Father Passerine, in this letter, extols the virtues of the 
Archbishop elect, and speaks of his merits as known to the whole 
cityt 

“The bearer of this letter, the Most Rev. and Illustrious Archbishop 
of Armagh and Primate of the kingdom of Ireland, departs ftom Rome, 
and as we wish him a happy journey to his destination, so we desire that 
he may be greeted on his arrival with your reverential homage, and 
that of your subjects. In this matter to remind you of the obligation 
by which all are bound, it would suffice to recall to mind the exalted 
dignity of so great a Primate and Archbishop; but even this dignity is 
equalled by the many and great merits of the same most worthy Prelate, 
which are known to the whole city of Rome, so that on this account our 
devoted homage must be in every respect redoubled. Let, therefore, 
your Paternity be attentive, that on aU occasions our Order may display 
peculiar devotion and reverence towards so excellent a Prelate, and 
that the most benign affection which he openly professes for the Domi- 
nican family may never be defrauded of the due return of gratitude and 
recognition. Thus may you prosper with those subject to your care, 
and be often mindful of us and our companions in your Masses and prayers. 

“Rome, 24th August, 1669. 

“ Fb. Peter Mart Passerino.” 

The incidents of Dr. Plunket’s journey from Rome to Brus- 
sels are unknown to us. It was not an age of railways and 

* See letter of Dr. Plunket, 22nd June, (styl. .vet.,) 1681. 

t Vid. Appendix No. 19. 
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steamboats, when that road may be run over in little more than 
two days and a-half. Two months at least were then required 
for that journey, and it was only in the beginning of November, 
1669, that the Archbishop Elect entered the city of Brussels. 
A few months earlier in the same year Dr. Burgatt, the Arch- 
bishop Elect of Cashel, pursued the same homeward course, and 
from a letter of his, written at Milan, we may learn the difficul- 
ties which beset travellers in those days,* from the want of 
conveyances, the impracticability of the roads, and the continual 
oveidlowing of the nvers: — 

“ It was not without difficulty that we arrived here on yesterday, 
the little mountain streams being swollen into torrents by the heavy 
rains, and consequently impeding our progress. We remained at 
Bologna eight days (all the vehicles being engaged by (he local nobility, 
1 know not for what feast or amusement) : the overflowing of the Po 
detained us two days in Padua : yesterday our boat sailed for five entire 
miles over trees and corn-fields and vineyards, the whole country being 
inundated by the river. Neither is it possible for us to get away from 
this, the same cause preventing us. I hope in the divine mercy that 
all these obstacles will prepare at least a peaceful port for us at the close 
of our journey. We have learned nothing from Ireland or other parts, 
worth communicating. We shall leave as soon as possible. In the 
mean time your Excellency will bo pleased to expedite everything 
connected with the progress and peace of our Church, which also Dr. 
Plunket will take care to suggest. . . . Milan, 5th May, 1669.” 

It was in the beginning of November that the Internunzio in 
Brussels welcomed our Archbishop Elect to his hospitality ,t 
and this worthy representative of the Holy See soon discovered 
that his guest was truly what Ins Roman friends had already 
proclaimed him to be, full of zeal for the propagation of the 
faith, and one -who by his merits and wisdom would render still 
more illustrious the exalted dignity to which he had been des- 
tined. 

" I was in Liege (he thus writes to the Sacred Congregation) when 
Monsignor Plunket arrived here. On my return to Brussells I wel- 
comed him to my house, where he still remains. I have written to the 
Bishop of Ghent to arrange for his consecration, as from that city he can 
without delay continue his journey to Ireland. I am still awaiting his 
answer. I have found in Monsignor Plunket most excellent qualities, 

• Appendix No. 20. (styl. vet.) 

t Dr. Pluuket, writing on the 22nd September, (styL vet.,) 1672 (that is, 2nd 
October), says, “three years all to one month have now elajisetl since 1 had the 
honoiu' of being caressed by your Excellency in your Palace at Brussells,” 
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and bis zeal to labour for the glory of God gives grounds for the 
greatest hopes. I am consoled and rejoice that the favours of our holy 
Father are so well conferred.”* 

The Bishop of Ghent was invited to consecrate the Elect of 
Armagh, and an illustrious member of the Irish Hierarchy, Dr. 
French, Bishop of Ferns, then living in exile in that city, was to 
be one of the assistants. This glorious Confessor hastened to 
Brussels to welcome one whom he had long admired, and who was 
now about to become the pillar of our ancient Church. On Satur- 
day, the 22nd of November, he once more hastened from Brussels 
towards Ghent, accompanied by Dr. Plunket, and the following 
day w'as destined for the consecration. But a slight illness of 
the consecrating Prelate supervened, and it was only on the 
30th of November, 1669,t m the private chapel of the Epis- 
copal Palace, that Dr. Plunket at length received from the 
Bishop of Ghent the solemn imposition of hands, and was con- 
secrated Archbishop of Armagh. But the Bishop of Ferns 
claims it as his special right to announce the consecration of his 
illustrious friend, and we must now allow him to speak for him- 
self J: — 

“I present a concise narrative of tho consecration of the most 
illustrious Archbishop of Armagh. His Excellency the Intemunzio 
wrote most kind letters to tho Bishop of this Diocese, requesting him 
to perform it, and he most readily acquiesced. But I, on receiving this 
news, set out at once for Brussells to conduct hither His Grace of 
Armagh, bound by gratitude to render him this homage. A slight 
fever seized our excellent Bishop on the Saturday before the 24th 
Sunday after Pentecost, which had been fixed for Dr. Plunket’s con- 
secration ; wherefore that ceremony was deferred till the first Sunday in 
Advent, on which day it was devoutly and happily performed in the 
Cupella of the Palace without noise, and with closed doors, for such was 
the desire of the Archbishop of Armagh. Remaining here for eight days 
after his consecration, ho passed his time in dispatching letters and exa- 
mining my writings. These are two small works, viz., ‘ A Refutation of 
the wicked Remonstrance, or the Protestation of Walsh and ‘ ABulwark 
for the House of God,’ that is, a just defence of the Religious Congre- 
gations profanely lacerated with the greatest impiety, fury, and mad- 
ness by those who envied the innocence, probity, and efforts of the 

• See Appendix No. 21. 

t Airoloi writes on the 23rd November, 16G9: “Parti ieri mattina verso 
Oante per ricevere ivi consaeraziono Monsig. I’lunket.” He again writes on 
the 30th : “ Uoveva Domeniea pas.sata seguire in Gante la consaeraziono di 
Monsignur Phuiket, nia certa indisposizionc di (jucl Mousignor Vcscovo ha fatto 
differir la consacrazione sino al giomo d' oggi.” 

{ Api>endix No. 22. 
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Clergy of Ireland, who strenuously laboured to sustain the kingdom of 
Christ, and earnestly asserted the honour, and dignity, and power of the 
Holy See. In the foremost rank of these persecutors Peter Walsh led tho 
way, not only amongst the orthodox, but also amongst tho Protestants. 
His Grace of Armagh left with me in writing his testimony as to tho 
irreproachable integrity of the aforesaid works in point of morality and 
faith. 

“ These things I deemed proper to state to you regarding the conse- 
cration, delay, and occupation in this city of his Grace of Armagh, to 
whom I pray all things most prosperous, as also to your Excellency, 
who by your influence caused him to be placed as a pillar in the 
Church of God. I most reverently kiss your sacred hands. 

“Nicholas of EfiBKs. 

“ Ghent, 19th December, 1669.” 

During the age of persecution the Bishops of Belgium displayed 
for the persecuted members of our Irisli Church true Christian 
sympathy and charity ; and we learn from some letters of those 
times, that they not only admitted to their hospitality the Irish 
Prelates who sought consecration at their hands, but, moreover, 
on the day of consecration, presented to them rich gifts, generally 
a precious ring, and other ornaments for the sacred functions of 
their ministry. Dr. Plunket continued in Ghent for eight days 
after his consecration, and thence setting out for England, arrived 
in London about the middle of December, 1669. Even during 
his short stay in Belgium, his attention was wholly engaged in 
the promotion of the interests of our holy faith. Through his 
solicitations, the learned Jesuit, Arsdekin, a native of Kilkenny, 
and at this time lecturing on divinity in the University of 
Louvain,* composed his learned work, entitled “ Theologia 
Universa tripartita,” which acquired for the author a universal 
fame, in a few years passing through more than ten editions on 
the Continent. From the letter of Dr. French, we also see with 
what an Interest he encouraged that exiled Prelate in his inva- 
luable writings, which are all so replete with the love of our 
country and of our holy faith. 

Before hastening to the scene of his future labours. Dr. Plunket 
delayed some time in London, and it was only about tho month 
of March, 1670, that he arrived in Ireland. He had many 
relatives and acquaintances at Court, and as the opening of Par- 
liament was fixed for the beginning of February, he awaited there, 

* “ Pergit igitiir Apostolica auctoritate ac monitia instnietus iter in Hil)erniam 
per Belgium institiierc, ubi enm et ego tunc lj<ivanii illiiis aliuquia fruitus e.ssem, 
inter i)nmo.s auctor fuit ut boe opus in Mis-atoiiariomm Apoatolicomm subsiilium 
elaborarcm, quo etiam titiUo singiUari, ilium sibi inter primes I’atronos vindieare 
debet.” — ( Th. Tripart pag. 227, tom. 
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anxious to use his influence in seeking to mitigate the rigour of 
those measures whicli many members had already vauntingly 

P repared for his suffering country. His letter, addressed from 
ondon, to the Cardinal Protector of Ireland, Cardinal Barberini, 
presents a most interesting narrative, and is the strict record of 
nis stay in that city : — 

“ I presented the letters of your Eminence to the Queen, who gave 
me a most gratifying audience, and passed a high eulogium on your 
Eminence for the affection which you have ever displayed towards her, 
as also towards the King, and the entire nation ; and she added, that 
persons sent by your Eminence had always been excellent and well 
disposed towards his Majesty, and that she had like hopes for me. I 
spoke with some who are familiar with the King, and they told me that 
he often refers to your Eminence with affection and regard. I also con- 
signed your Eminence’s letter to the Bev. Father Howard, Grand 
Almoner, a truly worthy man. Ho secretly lodged me for ten days 
in his own apartments in the Boyal Palace ; with great kindness he 
often, too, conducted me in his carriage to see the principal curiosities 
of the city ; he is truly hospitable and munificent, and the refuge of 
all foreign Catholics ; and he enjoys great favour with the King and 
Queen, and is loved by all, even by the Protestants, for his great gen- 
tleness and courtesy. I request your Eminence to thank him in your 
next letters for the kindness which he showed me, through esteem for 
your Eminence. F. Fernandez also, in consequence of your Eminence’s 
letters, made many professions of readiness to serve me, and showed 
great courtesy. In my opinion, he is not very influential, and has but 
little weight with the Queen: esl lonua tir, he is a good simple man. 

“Walsh is here, hated by all; every one holds him to have been excom- 
municated by the Commissary-General of Flanders. He received a com- 
mand to withdraw' to that country, under pain of excommunication, but 
he appealed to the General, and should the General send him such an 
order, he will appeal to the Pope, and from the Pope he will appeal to 
a Council, and from the Council to the tribunal of God. lie is a lost 
man. F. Taafe will do W'ell not to return any more to this quarter of 
the W'orld, his very name is so abhorred by all. The Parliament w'ill 
reassemble on the 14th of February, whicli was the day fixed in tho 
prorogation ; when tho Parliament is prorogued, the preceding sessions 
are of little avail. The King asked for eight millions of scudi,* in 
order to pay his debts; but the Parliament declared they would only 
grant one million of scudi, and two hundred thousand more should 
France declare war against the Dutch. As the Government has no 
money we shall continue neutral. The Parliament often engages the 
King in foreign wars, and then refuses to grant supplies, in order that 
in his need he may be dependent on them ; and King James, (the First) 
in order that he should not bo thus dependent on the Parliament, never 


• Two millions of iHJumIs sterling. 
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consented to embark in war, though he was instigated to it by the Par- 
liament, in favour of the heretics of France and Germany. General 
Monk died this morning, lamented by all ; he was a man of moderation 
and courage. It is thought that Prince Rupert, or the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, (natural son of the King,) will be the future General. Here 
the cold is so intense that the wine of Spain was frozen in my chalice ; 
for many years they have not experienced so rigid a season. A heavy 
fall of snow succeeded the ice, so that it is morally impossible to travel 
till this cold shall have passed. I have no desire, however, to remain 
in London, knowing the intention of the Court. The adherents of 
Walsh, or rather Walsh himself, sends to some of the Ministers of Court 
anonymous letters, full of falsehoods about my presence here ; but their 
malignity is known, and they themselves are despised. A letter was 
written to the King stating, that F. Howard concealed three hundred 
priests in the Royal Palace, who made their rounds every night seeking 
to make proselytes for the Pope. These fabulous stories do this much 
good, that no credence is given to the writers even when they tell a little 
truth. The Duke of Ormond will do his utmost to excite some storm 
against the clergy, in order to molest Monsignor Talbot, Archbishop of 
Dublin, for whom he entertains a mortal hatred. Not to tire you 
further, I make a profound reverence. 

“ Your most devoted and obliged servant, 

“ Oliver, Archbishop of Armagh, 

“ and Primate of Ireland. 

“London, 30th December, 1669.” 

On the 18th of June, in the following year, Dr. Plunket again 
writes to the same Cardinal, and though his letter anticipates the 
matter of some of the subsequent chapters, yet it is all 89 interest- 
ing that we give it in full : — 

“ The continual favours which I received from your Eminence in 
Rome, encourage me to lay before you a brief narrative of what has 
occurred since my departure from that city. Having arrived in London, 
(as I already notified to your Eminence), I received that courtesy from 
the Queen which she professes to be her desire to show to all who como 
under the protection of your Eminence. I found that the gentlemen of 
this Court, who have been in Rome, proclaim to all the great kindness 
and generosity of your Eminence, and profess their obligations for the 
attention they received in that city, on account of which the Catholics 
in England receive many favours from them. 

“ 1 afterwards arrived in Ireland, in the month of March, and 
hastened immediately to my residence ; and I held two Synods, and two 
Ordinations, and in a month and a half I administered Confirmation to 
more than ten thousand persons, though throughout my province I 
think there yet remain more than fifty thousand persons to be confirmed. 
I remarked throughout the country, wherever 1 went, that for every 
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heretic there are twenty Catholicp. The new Viceroy is a man of great 
moderation ; he willingly receives the Catholics, and he treats privately 
with the Ucclesiastics, and promises them protection whilst they attend 
to their own functions, without intriguing in the political affairs of 
Government. I found that four of the principal persons in Court were 
secretly Catholics, and these maintain the Viceroy in his favourable 
sentiments and esteem for the Catholics, so much so, that not long since 
he wrote an entire letter to the King in favour of the Irish clergy, 
declaring that they were good subjects, and worthy of the favours of 
his Majesty. This is all that now occurs to me, in order not to fatigue 
your Eminence, to whom I pray every happiness, and make a profound 
reverence. 

” Oliver of Armagh, 

' t 

“ Primate of Ireland. 

“Dublin, 18th June, 1670.’* 

Despite the intense cold which then prevailed, Dr. Plunket 
resolved to dela^ no longer in the English capital, anxious to 
avail himself ot the approaching Lent to visit and console his 
flock, and administer to them the consolations of our holy reli- 
gion. At Holyhead he was detained for twelve days by contrary 
winds, but at length, on Monday, about the middle of March, 
1670, he was welcomed by his many friends who aw'aited his 
arrival on our Irish shores. Before the close of the week he 
thus announced to Monsignor Baldeschi the various incidents 
of his journey from London to our Irish capital: — 

“ I at length arrived in this city on Monday last, and I may say that 
I suffered more from London to Holyhead (where I went on board of 
a vessel) than during the remainder of the journey from Pome to 
London — excessive cold, stormy winds, and a heavy fall of snow : and 
then when a thaw set in, the rivers became so swollen that three times 
I was up to my knees in water in the carriage : I was detained twelve 
days at Holyhead in consequence of contrary winds ; and then, after a 
sail of ten hours, I arrived in this port, where the many welcomes and 
caresses of my friends mitigated the grief with which I was oppressed 
on account of my departure from Rome. 

“ Sir Nicholas Plunket at once invited me to his house, and gave me 
his carriage : the Earl of Fingall, who is my cousin, invited me to his 
country seat. The Baron of Louth will give me board and lodging in 
my own Diocese as long as I please, and I am resolved to accept the 
invitation of this gentleman, as he lives in the very centre of my mis- 
sion ; there are also three other knights w'ho are married to three of my 
cousins, and who vie with each other in seeing which of them shall 
receive me into his house. 

“ I was also consoled to find the Bishop of Meath, though sixty-eight 
years old, yet so robust, and so fresh, that he seemed to be no more than 
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fifty : he has scarcely a grey hair in his head, and he sends his sincere 
respects to your Excellency. I write about these matters to your 
Excellency, knowing that you will be pleased to learn the happy 
success of one who reveres and loves you. 

“ I set out upon my journey despite the severity of the weather, that 
during the Lent I might be able to discharge part of ray duty in my 
Province ; but I shall find it difficult to assemble five Priests when 
consecrating the Holy Oils, especially during Holy Week, when all are 
occupied in hearing confessions : so I pray your Excellency to obtain 
for me the privilege of consecrating the Holy Oils with the assistance 
of only two Priests.” 

Unfortunately this letter is without date; it seems to have 
been delayed for some time on the road, and it was only on the 
7th of July that it was laid before the Sacred Congregation in 
Rome. 


CHAPTER VI. 

POLICY OF THE GOVERN.MENT IN IRELAND AT THE BEGINNING 
OF DR. PLUNKET’s EPISCOPACY. 

At this period the storm of persecution, which, from the first 
landing of Cromwell on the Irish shore, had desolated our country, 
commenced to subside. The Puritanical fanaticism of the Pro- 
testant faction required indeed the enactment from year to year 
of new penal and oppressive laws; but the administration of the 
Government being entrusted to wiser and less bigoted men, and 
better lovers of Ireland, these strokes fell more lightly upon the 
people, and at intervals Catholics were enabled to practise in 
peace the holy exercises of their religion. The Duke of Ormond, 
indeed, to the last, proved himself an insidious enemy of the Irish 
Catholics, and, ever intent on his own personal aggrandisement, 
had unceasingly laboured to root out Catholicity and lay desolate 
the sanctuary ; and it was only when he saw the reins of power 
about to fall from his grasp, and rival statesmen gaining the 
favour of the King, that he began to deem it necessary to con- 
ciliate the Catholics, and hold out to them some hopes of a liberal 
administration. 

We have seen in the third chapter how, on the dawn of peace 
upon our horizon, it was the first care of the Holy See — ever 
watchful of the interests of our afflicted Church — to appoint pas- 
tors to the widowed Sees of Ireland. Its hierarchy, indeed, had 
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remained unbroken despite the efforts of persecution, and when, 
on the 21st of January, 1669, the Archbishops of Dublin, Cashel, 
and Tuani, and the Bishop of Ossory, were appointed by Rome, 
there were yet five bishops who had survived the scenes of suf- 
fering and trial, and now handed down to new champions that 
precious inheritance of unsullied faith which they themselves had 
received from their fathers. It was the same temporary calm 
that enabled the Sacred Congregation of Cardinals, on the demise 
of Dr. O’Reilly, to deliberate without delay on the appointment 
of his successor in the person of Dr. Plunket to the Primatial See 
of Armagh. 

On the 14th of February, 1669, Ormond was deprived of the 
Lord Lieutenancy, and this disgrace of their insidious enemy 
inspired with new hopes the great body of the Catholics. The 
appointment of John, Lord Roberts, of Truro, was hailed as the 
dawn of a more impartial administration : he is described by his 
biographers as a staunch Presbyterian, obstinate, jealous, and 
proud, but at the same time just in his government. Some acts, 
however, of his Viceroyalty — if they may not be attributed to 
the fanaticism of individuals rather than to the Government — 
would not be out of place in the bitterest days of persecution. 
One instance connected with the subject of these memoirs will 
suffice. 

Amongst the Rawdon papers we find a letter from Lord Con- 
way to his brother-in-law. Sir George Rawdon, then residing near 
Lisburn, County Antrim, which discloses to us the benign designs 
of the Government officials in regard to the newly appointed 
Primate : — 


LETTER CYI. 

From the Lord Conway to his brother-in-law, Sir George Rawdon. 

“ Dear Brother, — I have been all this day with my Lord Lieu- 
tenant, or employed about his commands, and I am but newly come 
home from him. Though it be very late, yet I am to give you notice, 
by his command, that the King hath privately informed him of two 
persons sent from Rome, that lie lurking in this country to do mischief. 
One is Signore Agnetti, an Italian employed by the College de Propa- 
ganda Fide, the other is Plunket, a member of the same college, and 
- designed titular Archbishop of Armagh. If you can dexterously find 
them out, and apprehend them, ’twill be an acceptable service. But I 
told him I did not think they kept their residence in our parts (about 
Lisburn) ; however, he thinks it is hi? duty to search everywhere. 

“ Conway. 

Dublin, 20th Nov., 1669.” 
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Such were the sentiments even of those who were esteemed 
the most just and impartial of our rulers! The person who, in 
the above document, is indicated by the name J\gnetti, is the 
canon Claudius AgrettU who for many years was first secretary 
of the Papal Internunzio in Brussels, and for some time, too, 
discharged the office of pro-Internunzlo. At the period of which 
we speak he had been sent on a mission to Ireland with instruc- 
tions from the Holy Sec connected with the forgeries of Taafe ‘ 
and the Remonstrance of Peter Walsh. He was probably as yet 
in Ireland at the date of Lord Conway’s letter, though on the eve 
of his departure from it; as we find that on the 14th of December 
following he writes to Rome announcing his return to Brussels, 
and transmitting a paper, which he styles ‘ a narrative of his pil- 
grimage to Ireland.’ The Government, however, was misinformed 
as to the presence pf Dr. Plunket in the country, and though they 
had received intelligence of his appointment to the Primatial See, 
yet they were wholly astray as to his movements ; and at the date 
of Lord Conway’s despatch he was living with the Internunzio in 
Brussels, awaiting in peace the day appointed for his consecration. 
Aware of the feelings that existed, Dr. Plunket, on his arrival in 
Ireland, some months later, considered it prudent to avoid appear- 
ing in public as long as this administration lasted, and only per- 
formed his sacred functions, and visited his flockj by night or in 
disguise. 

The Government of Lord Roberts was of short duration, and 
on the 21st of May, 1670, Lord Berkeley, of Stratton, was sworn 
in as Viceroy of Ireland. The private instructions which he then 
received inculcated the necessity of showing special favour to those 
who had signed the Remonstrance of Peter Walsh, and of shield- 
ing them from their more orthodox opponents. The twentieth 
article of these instructions was as follows : — 

“ Several popish clergy, since the return of the Duke of Ormond 
hither, have exercised their jurisdiction, to the great grief of the Remon- 
strants. If so, execute the laws against the titular Archbishops, 
Bishops, and Vicars General that have threatened or excommunicated' 
the Remonstrants ; and see that you protect such Remonstrants as have 
not withdrawn their subscriptions.” 

The other articles recommend energy and zeal in the propaga- 
tion of the Protestant religion ; thus, in the 14th article we read, 
“ Endeavour to bring all to a conformity in the religion by law 
established, and acquaint us with what difficulties you meet with 
therein.” And in the very beginning of the Instructions: “ For- 
asmuch as all good success doth rest upon the service of God above 
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all things, you are to settle good orders in the church, that God 
may be better served in the true established religion, and the 
people by that means be reduced from their errors in religion, 
wherein they have been too long most unhappily and perniciously 
seduced; and never more than since the late fatal rebellion, which 
hath produced too plentiful a seed-time of atheism, superstition, 
and schism.”* 

A special subject of these Instructions is the building and repair- 
ing of Protestant churches. The wars of Cromwell not only laid 
in ruins the few places of Catholic worship which, despite the 
preceding persecutions, had remained in the hands of the Catholics, 
but involved in the same destruction those venerable structures, 
which, though raised by our Catholic forefathers, had, neverthe- 
less, been appropriated to Protestant worship. Dean Swift, in a 
sermon on the martyrdom of King Charles!., whilst he delineates 
the evils of Puritanical zeal, presents a vivid description of the utter 
demolition of the Irish churches : — . 

“Another consequence,’’ he says, “of this horrid rebellion and 
murder was the destroying or defacing of such vast numbers of God’s 
houses. If a stranger should now travel in England, and observe tho 
ehurches in his way, he could not otherwise conclude, than that some 
vast army of Turks or heathens had been sent on purpose to ruin and 
blot out all marks of Christianity. They spared neither the statues of 
saints, nor ancient prelates, nor kings, nor benefactors : broke down 
the tombs and monuments of men famous in their generations ; seized 
the vessels of silver set opart for the holiest use ; tore down the most 
innocent ornaments both within and without : made the houses of prayer 
dens of thieves or stables for cattle. These were the mildest effects of 
Puritan zeal and devotion for Christ ; and this was what themselves 
affected to call a thorough reformation. In this kingdom (Ireland), 
those ravages were not so easily seen, for, the people here being too 
poor to raise such noble temples, the mean ones we had were not defaced, 
but totally destroyed,” 

The spiritual decay of the Protestant church at the time of 
which we speak, was not less apparent than the ruin of its material 
edifices; and the Instructions given to Lord Berkeley justly speak 
of the atheism, superstition, and schism which had desolated their 
establishment since the era of the Revolution. Dr. Williams, Pro- 
testant Bishop of Ossory, who died in 1672, has left us a tract in 
which he details the sad condition both of the Protestant clergy 
and people in his diocese, and he adds that it was not much better 
in all Ireland We shall give a few extracts which may serve to 

*Cox, Charles II., page 9. 
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confirm the foregoing statement of Dean Swift, at the same time 
that they disclose to us the prevailing destitution. 

“ If you walk through Ireland, as I rode, from Oarlingford to Dublin, 
and from Dublin to Kilkenny, and in my visitation thrice over the 
diocese of Ossory, I believe that throughout all your travel you shall 
find it as I found it in all ways that I went, scarce one church standing 
and sufficiently repaired, for seven (I speak within compass) that are 
ruined and have only walls without ornaments, and most of them with- 
out roofs, without doors, without windows, but the holes to receive the 

winds, to entertain the congregation I do believe that out of 

about a hundred churches that our (Catholic) forefathers built and 
sufficiently endowed in the diocese of Ossory, there are not twenty 

standing, nor ten well repaired at this day As God is without 

churches for his people to meet in — to serve him, so He is without 
servants enabled to do Him service, to praise His name, and to teach 
His people. But why have we not such churchmen as are able to 
instruct God’s people ?” &c. (pag. 2-6.) 

The conclusion to which this learned bishop arrives is identical 
with what is oftentimes proclaimed in Protestant meetings in our 
times, namely, that “ Popery can never be suppressed, and the true 
Prot('stant religion planted,” without an augmentation of the means 
and livings of the Protestant clergy, without many new grants 
to the Protestant Establishment. Even the most thoroughly 
Protestant districts were no better circumstanced, and the Protes- 
tant Bishop of Derry, in a statement made to the King in council, 
on the 13th of May, 1670, gives a forcible description of the sad 
spiritual condition even of the city and county of Londonderry.* 

The documents, indeed, to which we have just referred seem to 
limit this spiritual decay in the Protestant Church of Ireland to the 
period of Cromwell’s invasion, and ascribe it to the persecution of 
the Puritans, and to the want of means in the Protestant clergy. 
But impartial history testifies far otherwise. Thus in the Diocese 
of Meath in 1622, according to Usher’s own report, though there 
w'ere 243 livings, there were only half-a-dozen churches in good 
repair, ninety churches being in ruins, and sixty others in a minous 
condition ; we learn also from Leland, that long before the Hebel- 
lion of 1640, “ ignorance, negligence, and corruption of manners 
prevailed among the established clergy ;”f and Stuart, in his 
Historical Memoirs of Armagh, is not less explicit. “ The parishes,” 
he says, “ were either filled with careless and immoral pastors, or 
sequestered by avaricious bishops in commendam. Divine service 
■was not performed except in great towns and cities.” Even the 

* See Maut’s History of the Church of Ireland, vol. i. 

t History of Ireland, vol. iii. 
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Lord Deputy Wentworth styles “ the elergy unlearned,” and “ the 
people untaught and assigns as its eause “ the non-residence of 
the Protestant clergy, occasioned by unlimited shameful numbers 
of spiritual promotions, with care of souls which they hold by 
commendams, the rites and ceremonies of the church run over, 
without decency of habit, order, or gravity in the course of their 
service; the (Protestant) bishops alienating their very houses and 
demesnes to their children, and farming out their jurisdiction to 
mean and unworthy persons.”* * * § As to the number of those who 
had embraced the Protestant doctrines, they must have been but 
few indeed. Stuart, in the work already referred to (page 266), 
infonns us that forty years after the commencement of the Refor- 
mation an inquiry was made into the religious state of the country, 
from which it resulted “ that the veofle had not adopted the Pro- 
testant religion.” Dr. Kelly, the late lamented Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History in the College of Maynooth, calculated the 
relative proportion of Catholics to Protestants in 1630 to have 
been eleven to two.f Dr. Plunket, however, more than once 
states, that with the exception of Dublin, the Catholics were in his 
time, as compared to Protestants, as twenty to one.f Such, then, 
were the fruits of Protestantism in Ireland, after a struggle of more 
than one hundred years, though it was ever supported by all the 
wealth and power which earth could command.§ And what were 
the effects of the boasted Reformation? The temples of the living 
God were destroyed ; divine service interrupted ; ignorance anti 
immorality spread through the land, and the endowments of the 
Catholic Church, destined for the support of religion and the poor, 
handed over to foreign Protestant bishops and ministers, whose 
only object it was to aggrandize themselves, and to transmit large 

S ertics to their children, accumulated from the spoils of the 
olic Church. 

Without attaching much importance to the instructions which 
he had received. Lord Berkeley seems to have devoted all his 
energies to the unbiassed administration of justice and the consoli- 
dation of public order in the kingdom. Dr. Plunket often speaks 
of him as a man nowise hostile to the Catholics, but, on the con- 
trary, anxious to show them favour and protection. Thus, in his 
letter of the 18th of June, 1670, addressed to the Cardinal Protector 
of Ireland, he states: — 

“ The Viceroy of this kingdom shows himself favourable to the 
Catholics, not only in consequence of his natural mildness of disposition, 

* See State Letters, vol. i. page 187. 

+ O’Sullivan’s Hist. Cath. page 34.'!, in not. (Dublin, 1850). 

t See letters. 18th June, 1070, and 20th June, 1070. 

§ See further illustration of this matter in ehai)ter vii. 


Digitized by Googic 



52 POLICY OF THE GOVERXMKNT IN IRELAND 

but Btill more on account of his being acquainted witli the benign 
intentions of his Majesty in reference to his Catholic subjects, so that 
ecclesiastics may freely appear in public without suffering any annoy- 
ance, even when they are recognized as such. The Viceroy himself 
privately treats some members of the clergy with great courtesy, 
exhorting them to live peaceably without tumult and without meddling 
in state matters, attending solely to their ecclesiastical functions, on 
which condition he promises them every protection, and indeed it seems 
that this protection will be afforded should that condition be fulfilled. 
I perceive that some of his court ate secretly Catholics, as are also some 
of the principal members of the Government, who suggest to him kind 
measures for the Catholics. May God grant us a long enjoyment of 
this calm, and bestow many years on your Eminence for the public 
good of the Christian Church.” 

In another letter of the same date, addressed to Cardinal Barbe- 
rini, which we have given in full in the last chapter (page 44), 
he repeats the same sentiment, and adds: — 

“ I found that four of tho principal persons of Court were secretly 
Catholics, and these maintain the Viceroy in his favourable sentiments 
and esteem for tho Catholics; so much so, that not long since he wrote 
an entire letter to the King in favour of the Irish Clergy, declaring 
them good subjects and worthy of the favours of his Majesty.” 

In another letter, dated from Dublin two days later (20th 
June, 1670), and addressed to the newly-appointed Pontiff 
Clement X., congratulating him on his accession to the Chair of 
St. Peter, he thus writes: — 

“ We experience in this kingdom. Holy Father, the benign influence 
of tho King of England in favour of the Catholics, so that all enjoy 
great liberty and ease. Ecclesiastics may be publicly known, and are 
permitted to exercise their functions without any impediment. Our 
Viceroy is a man of great moderation and equity; he looks on the 
Catholics with benevolence, and treats privately with some of the 
Clergy, exhorting them to act with discretion ; and for this purpose he 
secretly called me to his presence on many occasions, and promised me 
his assistance in correcting any members of the clergy of scandalous life. 
I discover in him some spark of religion, and I find that many even of 
the leading members of his Court are secretly Catholics. The nobles who 
are natives of this country are all Catholics, with the exception of three 
or four ; and comparing the Catholics with tho heretics throughout tho 
kingdom, we find that there are twenty Catholics for one Protestant, if 
we except Dublin, which is the metropolis, and in which the Viceroy 
resides, where the heretics have a majority.” 

Writing on the 16th of April, 1671, he styles Lord Berkeley 
a moderate and prudent man, and adds, “ should our Viceroy 
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changed, God knows what will come to pass.” At this time the 
leaders of the bigoted faction left no stone unturned to achieve 
the ruin of the Viceroy, and to substitute in his stead his avowed 
enemy, — who was at the same time the mortal enemy of the 
Catholics, — the Earl of Orrery. In a postscript to his letter of 
27th September, 1671, Dr. Plunket states the following fact 
regarding Orrery : — “ As I have already made known to you, the 
Earl of Orrery a few days since expelled from Limerick, by a 
public edict, all the Catholics: a nice gain we would have made, 
had this man been appointed our Viceroy, as some persons most 
anxiously desired.” 

Tills fact of the edict published against the Catholics by Lord 
Orrery is further explained by Dr. Plunket in a letter written on 
the following day, the 28th September, 1671: — 

“ I sent another parcel to Dr. Dowley, Bishop of Limerick, This 
poor man is yet in trouble, the Earl of Orrery having published a few 
days ago an edict commmiding all Catholic ecclesiastics or laymen to 
depart from, and live no longer in, that city. Some desired that he, 
instead of Berkeley, should be our Viceroy : a good bargain we would 
have made. I do not know how our Viceroy Berkeley, who is now 
returned to the helm, will take these proceedings of Orrery. Oirery is 
no friend of the Viceroy, and some are of opinion that these edicts are 
published by Orrery on purpose. He is a cunning politician : should 
the Viceroy recall these decrees, then Orrery may assail him as being a 
patron of the Catholics, and already in various meetings he has styled 
Lord Berkeley a Catholic^ that thus he might excite against him the 
enmity of the heretics, who hate the Catholics.” 

At length, by misrepresentation and calumny, the enemies of 
Lord Bei^eley succeeded in obtaining an order for his removal, 
and though he did not actually abandon the reins of government 
till August, 1672, his removal was determined on and notihed to 
him as early as the preceding May, as we learn from Dr. Plunket, 
who thus writes to the Internunzio on the 14th Mav, 1672: — 

“Tandem aliquando (at length) we have a certainty of the removal 
of our good Viceroy, as he himself has communicated the intelligence 
to me on yesterday morning, when I was with him for two hours. His 
departure is a great loss to us : he would have promoted our interests, 
and carried out punctually in the cities the last proclamation of the 
King in our favour, for in some cities it meets with opposition, which, 
however, I hope, will be overcome. His successor, the Earl of Essex, 
is represented to us by Father Howai’d and Father Patrick* as a 

* F. Howard was afterwards kno^^^^ as Cardinal Norfolk : F. Patrick was 
brother of Dr. Magin, Vicar Aiwstolic of Dromore, and was at this time Chap^ 
lain at the Spanish Emba.ssy in London. 
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moderate and prudent man : e fnictibug ejiu cognoteemm eum (by his 
fruits wo shall know him). The Lord Chancellor, who is also the 
Protestant Archbishop of Dublin, had great differences with the present 
Viceroy about the government of this city, which matter did but little 
service to the good Viceroy, and at length they have come to an open 
rupture. The other Viceroy will arrive about the middle of June. Wo 
shall never have one like to the present.” 

The character of Lord Berkeley is admirably drawn by Mr. 
O’Conor in his History of the Irish Catholics (page 104) : — 

“ Lord Berkeley was a man of probity and moderate principles, who 
substituted a mild and merciful administration for the unrelenting 
tyranny of oppressors; the penal statutes of Elizabeth were relaxed, 
the public exercise of the Catholic religion allowed, its professors wore 
admitted to all situations of trust and emolument, civil and military, to 
all franchises and corporations, to the rights and privileges of subjects, 
protected in their persons and properties, invested with political power, 
with shrievalties and magistracies, to secure them against oppression 
and injustice. Under this system Ireland began to flourish and prosper, 
to recover from the miseries of the late war, and the desolation of 
Cromwell; arts and manufactures revived.” 

We cannot be surprised that such a Viceroy should secretly 
encourage Dr. Plunkct, not only in the correction of public 
abuses, but also in the establishment of schools, for which purpose 
he even seems to have placed various sums of money at the 
disposal of the Primate.* 

Arthur, Earl of Essex, assumed the Lord Lieutenancy, on the 
5th of August, 1672. Howsoever desirous he may have been to 
pursue the conciliatory course of his predecessor, he was soon 
compelled by the jealous bigotry of the Protestant faction, and the 
Puritanical fanaticism of the English Parliament, to lay aside all 
semblance of toleration, and seek by stringent measures to compel 
the Bishops to fly for safety to the continent, and abandon the 
flocks entrusted to their care. Dr. Plunket exhorted his fellow 
pastors to remain in the country and conceal themselves till the 
storm should have passed, or, if necessity should be, to imitate the 
example of the Bishops of the first centuries, and fearlessly lay 
down their lives for their flocks.t In company with Dr. 
Brennan, his former companion in the Irish College in Rome, 
now Bishop of Waterford and Lismore, he chose a place of 
retreat in his own diocese ; the only provision which he had 
made, was one of books and candles, as he states in one of his 

* Dr. Pluuket occftsioimlly s)ieak.s of this as a pension from the boniity of 
the King. 

t See letter 12th jsovemlwr, 1673. 
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letters, and often did he and Ids companion run the risk of 
death from fatigue and the want of the necessary means of subsist- 
ence. This storm, too, subsided, and the latter days of Essex’s 
administration were comparatively mild, or at least not marked 
by any special deeds of hostility towards the Catholics. This 
Viceroy seems to have entertained a high personal e.steem for the 
Primate, and when Mac Moyer and his fellow-apostates had, by 
their perjured testimony, procured sentence of death against 
Dr. Plunket, Essex joined with Lord Berkeley in soliciting his 
pardon, and, as Echard inform us, “ told his Majesty the witnesses 
must needs be perjured, for these things sworn against him could 
not possibly be true.” 

Even when the Duke of Ormond resumed the vlccroyalty in 
August, 1677, he was compelled for a while to hold out the hand 
of friendship to the Catholics, and to assume the mask of 
moderation and impartial justice. Dr. Plunket often speaks of 
his government as being at this period peaceful and mild, but 
when in the following year circumstances had begun to change, 
and the court party in England proclaimed their hostility to the 
Catholic faith, this old betrayer of Ireland hesitated not to 
sacrifice his convictions to interest, and inaugurate and promote 
that persecution whose crowning deed was the glorious martyrdom 
of the Archbishop of Armagh. 


CHAPTER VII. 

APOSTOLIC LABOURS OF DR. PLUNKET. 

Wk have seen, towards the close of the fifth chapter, how the 
newly consecrated Primate, as soon as circumstances permitted, 
abandoned the British capital and hastened to his diocese, anxious 
to enter, without delay, on the field of his spiritual labours, 
and break to the flock intrusted to him the bread of eternal life. 
The first fruits of his pastoral zeal arc thus briefly enumerated in 
the letter already cited of the 18th June, 1670 (p. 44) : — “ I held 
two Synods and two Ordinations, and in a month and a-half I 
administered Confirmation to more than ten thousand persons, 
though throughout my province I think there yet remain more 
than fifty thousand to be confirmed.” Nor was this the fervour of 
a momentary impulse : it was the fruit of the ardent zeal and 
humble spirit of self-sacrifice which he had so long cherished at 
the tombs of the Apostles. His subsequent career reveals to us 
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at every step manifest traces of the same Apostolic spirit, and it 
seems difficult to conceive how one man could, in so short a career, 
effect so much j;ood, overcome so many difficulties, and undergo 
so many trials.* “ How great his industry,” cries out his 
learned contemporary and friend, Father Arsdekin, “ in appoint- 
ing fit pastors to guard the fold: how wondrous his labours 
throughout the vast districts of Ulster to strengthen the faith of 
its people, ever devoted children of the Roman Church ; and 
what was still more arduous, how untiring his vigilance to 
preserve from the teeth of the wolves and from the errors of 
heresy the fold entrusted to his care.’*t 

In like manner the Oratorian Father, to whose sketch of Dr. 
Plunket’s life we have already referred, exclaims : “ Who can 
worthily relate with what solicitude he laboured to restore piety 
and raise up religion, and with what care he sought to appoint 
worthy pastors to his flock, and to confirm in the faith the 
Catholics scattered through the vast province of Ulster.” 

Indeed the labours of Dr. Plunket, even in the first months of 
his Episcopate, would have sufficed to render his name illustrious 
in the Irish Church, and entitle him to the veneration of pos- 
terity. Before three months had passed from his arrival on our 
shores — that is, before the close of June, J670 — he had already 
solemnized two Synods of his Clergy, and, moreover, convened 
and presided at a general Synod of the Irish Bishops which was 
held in Dublin : and before the month of September in the 
same year we find him summoning a Provincial Council of 
Ulster, and enacting many salutary decrees for the correction of 
abuses and the advancement of ecclesiastical discipline in that 
province. This Synod, justly celebrated in the ecclesiastical 
annals of our country, was held at Clones, and the representa- 
tives of the respective dioceses soon after re-assembled privately 
in Armagh, and thence addressed a letter of thanksgiving to the 
authorities in Rome for having destined as their Primate a Prelate 
of such ability and piety. No words can better describe the 
untiring labours of Dr. Plunket, and the fruitful efforts of his 
zeal during the first months of his Episcopate than this letter of 
the assembled Clergy of the province of Armagh ; it is dated 
the 8th of October, 1670, and is as follows :+ — 


* About the year 1740 a charge having been made in Rome regarding the 
administration of the Ludovisian College against the Jesuit Fathers, the then 
Rector drew up a statement in reply. Referring to some distinguislied students 
of the College, he thus concisely describes the merits of Dr. Pliujket ; “/a 
martire f/loii'oso per la sanfa fede e meriterebbeun lilro intero di ylorioso elogio” 
t Theol. Tripart., tom. 3, page 227. 
t See Appendix, No. 2‘1. 
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MOST ILLUSTRIOUS AKD REVEREKD LORD. 

When we send letters to your Excellency we consider ourselves 
addressing the Apostolic See. Wo have not written sooner to your 
Excellency regarding our most illustrious Primate, for we waited 
till his merits should be known to us by experience. And now that 
we have had this experience we render exceeding thanks to the Apos- 
tolic See for having constituted over us such a pastor and teacher. 
Since his arrival in the province of Armagh he is unceasing in his 
labours : to the great utility of the province he convoked Diocesan 
Synods, and instructed the Clergy by word and by example, and in the 
Ordinations which he held he promoted none but such as were worthy, 
and only after they had passed a rigorous examination. He celebrated 
a Provincial Council in the town of Clones, in which many salutary 
decrees were made, and, to the great joy of the whole Clergy and of 
all the Catholics, the jurisdiction of Terence O’Kelly, Vicar of Derry, 
was suspended, what many hitherto had sought to accomplish, but 
always without success. He introduced the Fathers of the Society of 
Jesus into the diocese of Armagh to educate the youth and instruct the 
younger clergy, and built for them a house and schools at his own 
expense. In the dioceses of Armagh, Kilmore, Clogher, Derry, Down, 
Connor, and Dromore, although far separated from each other, he 
administered Confirmation to tliousands in the woods and mountains, 
heedless of winds and rain. Lately, too, he achieved a work from 
which great advantage will be derived by the Catholic body, for there 
were many of the more noble families who had lost their properties, 
and, being proclaimed outlaws in public edicts, w'ere subsequently 
guilty of many outrages ; these, by his admonitions, he brought back 
to a bt tter course ; he, moreover, obtained pardon for their crimes, 
and not only procured this pardon for themselves, but also for all 
their receivers, and thus hundreds and hundreds of Catholic families 
have been freed from imminent danger to tlieir body and soul, and 
properties. Truly, he is so assiduous in good w’orks, his life and 
conduct are so exemplary, that he has won for himself and clergy the 
love and reverence even of the enemies of our faith : and since his 
arrival amongst us the clergy have not been subject to persecution. 

“We, therefore, returu repeated thanks to the Apostolic See for 
having promoted him to this dignity, and we shall ever pray for the 
repose of the soul of (hat holy Pontiff who sent such a man amongst 
us, as likewise for all who concurred in his promotion, amongst whom 
we do not hesitate to reckon your Excellency, W'hose most obedient 
servants we shall ever remain, 

“ Pajiuck Daly, Vic. Gen. of Armagh. 

“ Patiuck Moldekio, Vic. Gen. Down and Connor. 

“ Honan Magin, Dean and Vic. Gen. Dromore. 

“ Eugknk Connall, Vic. Gen. Derry and llaphoo. 

“ Tuomas Fitzsymons, Archdeuc. aiifl Vic. Gen. Kilmore. 

“ Patkick CoLi.YN, Vic. Gen. Clogher. 

“ To the Host Illustrious Monsig. Baldeschi, &c., &c., &c. 

“ Armagh, 8th Oct., 1670.” 
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One of tlie crowning deeds of Dr. Plunket’s Episcopate was 
another ProvincialSynod, which, despite the fury of the persecution 
then let loose against the Catholics, was convened in Ardpatrick, 
in August, 1678. Once more the assembled Prelates and Clergy 
resolved to testify their affection for this worthy successor of St. 
Patrick, and their admiration of his untiring zeal. Their letter 
is addressed to the Cardinals of the Sacred Congregation of 
Propaganda, and is dated 27th August, 1678.* 

“ We, the undersigned, have assembled in Provincial Council, being 
convoked by the Most Illustrious and Rev. Oliver Plunket, Archbishop 
of Armagh, Primate of all Ireland, and our Metropolitan, for the pur- 
pose of correcting many and grave abuses. 

“ How great was the necessity for this Council, is proved by the 
Decrees which we have enacted, and which our Metropolitan will trans- 
mit to your Eminences to be examined, and should you so judge, 
approved, as calculated to remedy the abuses, and suited to the circum- 
stances of the times. 

“ Moreover, to silence those who speak evil things, we have deemed it 
our duty to make known to your Eminences the manner of government 
of the same Most Illustrious and Rev. Metropolitan, who was sent 
amongst us about nine years since by his Holiness and your Eminences. 

“We, therefore, declare that the aforesaid Most lllt^trious Metro- 
politan has laboured much, exercising his sacred functions, not only in 
his own, but also in other dioceses ; during the late persecution he 
abandoned not the flock entrusted to him, though he was exposed to 
extreme danger of losing his life ; he erected schools, and provided 
masters and teachers, that the clergy and youth might be instructed in 
literature, piety, cases of conscience, and other matters relating to their 
oflSce : he held two Provincial Councils, in which salutary decrees were 
enacted for the reformation of morals : he, moreover, rewarded the 
good and punished the bad, as far as circumstances, and the laws of this 
kingdom, allowed: he laboured much, and not without praise, in 
preaching the word of God : he instructed the people by word and 
example : he also exercised hospitality, so as to excite the admiration 
of all, although he scarcely received annually 200 crowns from his 
diocese : and he performed all other things which became an Arch- 
bishop and Metropolitan, as far as they could be done in this king- 
dom : in fine, to our great service and consolation he renewed, or 
rather established anew, at great expense, correspondence with the 
Holy See, which for many years before his arrival had been inter- 
rupted, or rather become extinct. For all w'hich things we gratefully 
acknowledge ourselves indebted to his Holiness and to your Eminences, 
who, by your solicitude, provided for us so learned and vigilant a 
Metropolitan : and we shall ever pray the divine Majesty to preserve 
his Holiness and your Eminences. 

“From the Provincial Council, held in Ardpatrick, the 27lh day of 
* See ApiHjndix, No. 24. 
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August, 1678, wc, your most humble nnd obsequious children and 
servants, 

“ Patrick, Bishop of Meath. 

“ Fe. Patrick, Bishop of Clogher, and Administrator of 
Kilmore. 

“Patrick O’Muldero, Vicar General of Connor. 

“ Luke Pltjnket, Vicar-General of Derry, and Procurator 
of the Diocese of Raphoe. 

“ James Cdsack, Procurator of the Vicar Apostolic of 
Ardagh. 

“Patrick O’Bruin, Vicar-General of Down, and Procu- 
rator of llev. Henry Mackey, Vicar General of 
Dromore. 

“ Christopher Pltjnket, Archdeacon of Meath. 

“ Henry Httoo, Procurator of Chapter of Armagh. 

“ Patrick Plcnket, Vicar-General of County Louth. 

“Bernard Maoorke, Dean of Armagh, and Consultor in 
the Council. 

“ Arnold Matthews, Archdeacon of Clogher.” 

The date of this letter brings us within a few months of the 
imprisonment of Dr. Plunket, and during this Interval he was 
engaged, as wc learn from his subsequent correspondence, in a 
laborious visitation of the Suffragan Dioceses of Armagh, as had 
been determined on by the assembled Prelates at the Council to 
which we have just referred.* 

* We have already referred to the testimony of his contemporary, Arsde- 
kin, as to his indefatigable zeal and lalwurs : ])ace 227 (TheoL Trip. tom. 3), he 
thus writes : ** In Hiberniam ubi per^’enit ibi demum cam])um animo suo et 
Apostolicis laboribus parem invenit. Quis valeat diccudo complecti quantum 
ibi insudaiidiim fuit ut plurima in rebus ac moribus iniquitate temjxinim col- 
la[)sa restaurarct, ut pluribus locis idoneos animarum curatores jircoliccret, ut 
per latissima UitoniH5 plagas populum ilium Komame bdei sem]>er tcnocissimum 
opportuuis ubique documentiH conbnnaret. Sed quoil omnium maxinic arduum, 
quanta ibi vigiLantia tot annia incuml>endum fuit ut gregem suum ubique lupis 
admixtiuu ab eorum dentibus et erroribus ilhesum conservaret. Cura alia non 
sujipetcrent accusationis capita, adomantur criminationes occviltaj quibus hie 
tarn validus Ecclesite Romana? projuignator, vel ojiprimi ]»Hsit vel extingui.” 
The renowned oratoriau C'atalani writes still more forcibly. After adducing 
the example of St. Malachy, Archbishop of Armagh, to iliustrate the pro|/er 
manner of performing the Episcopal visitation, he adds : “Certe S. Malacliiam 
Archiepum Armacanum, imitatus est Oliverius Plunket, ejusdem Ecclesiie 
Armacanaj antlstes atfiue totius Hiberni® Prima.s a Clemente IX. Punt. Max. 
ob cximias ejus animi dotes constitutus anno IG70, (^0 a'tfitis sua* 41. Quamquam 
enim missus csset a<l lupos stetit in medio lui>orura Pastor intrepidus, totanupie 
Provineiam circumiens, }>erquirebat auhelus, quem (Jhristo acquirei*ct ; paratus 
et animam suam dare jiro ovibus jiartcs Ixini Pastoris explevit ; qiiainol>rcm licet 
sub alio j^netextu violatarum scilicet Regis Anglia* legum, in odium Catholicai 
Religionis crudeliasimam mortem oppetiit die 1 Julii, IG81. Vitm Uliiis com- 
l>endium Itabco idioraate scrijisit nostcr Joannes Marangonus una cum aliis 
vitis sen’orura Dei qui nostne Congni. Oratorii S. Hieronymi charitatis nouieu 
dederunt. Unus enim ex iis fuit Oliverius, inter nostros adscitus anno 1GT>4, 
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In the letter addressed from the Synod of Clones, mention is 
made of the blessing he conferred on many Catholic families, by 
obtaining their pardon from the Government. They were the 
descendants of those whose lands and properties had been seized 
on in the Confiscation of Ulster. Vowing revenge on their 
oppressors, they had formed themselves into predatory bands, and 
sought subsistence by making incessant inroads on, and plunder- 
ing the holders of their former possessions. They were known 
as Tories, and were proclaimed outlaws by the Government, 
whilst all who harboured them were subjected to fines and im- 
prisonment, and sometimes even to death. Whosoever was guilty 
of any crime, and fled from justice — all who could escape from 
prison, or might prefer to peaceful labour a bandit career, were 
received with welcome by the Tories. Degenerating, too, from 
their original purpose, they often levied taxes on whole districts, 
and, plundering whithersoever they went, involved innocent and 
guilty in one common ruin. Those who escaped from the Tories 
were sure to feel the hand of the military sent in pursuit of them, 
and the guilt of being favourers or harbourers of bandits was often 
deemed sufficiently proved by the fact of being spared in their 
devastations. Thus many districts, especially of Armagh, w'ere 
kept in continual terror, and none could devise means for esta- 
blishing tranquillity and peace. Dr. Plunket, immediately after 
his arrival in his Diocese, went in person to seek out these bands 
of Tories in their hiding places: having found them, he made 
known to them the wickedness of their career, and exhorted them 
to desist from their guilty course. They listened to the voice of 
their Pastor, and promised obedience. He then hastened to the 
Viceroy, and did not cease his solicitations till he was himself the 
bearer of a Proclamation announcing pardon to all who should 
submit. Those who were most guilty, and were looked up to as 
the leaders of the bands, he himself conducted to Dublin, and 
placed on board of vessels bound for France : the names of many 
of these outlaws soon became illustrious in the military service of 
France or Spain.* 

extatque hodie ejus effigies inter alias illustriiun Patrum in aula domus cum hac 
inscriptioiie : P. 01ivcriu,s e Comitibus Plunket, Hybern. in ColL de Prop. Fid. 
S. TbeoL ct Controver. lector, Arehiop. Armacamis ao tot. Hibernia; Primas ob. 
JfaL Jid. 1681.” There is still in the house of ,S. Girolamo an ancient portrait 
of Ur. Plunket. The inscription which it presents is somewhat dilferent from 
that given by Catalani; it is as follows: — “P. Oliverius Plunket, hujus Orii 
Sac. a Clemente IX. Ardmacan. Archiep. et llibern. Primas renunciatus ob 
Ecclesiasticam Di.sciplinam propugnandam ajiud Kegem a fidei desertoribus 
calmuuiatua Londini gladio aliistpie eruciatibus transfossus hanc domimi S. 
Hieronymi de caiitate glorioso tine condecoravit. 1 Julii, 1681.” 

* See the N-wrative of the Archbishop of Cashel in -Apisjadix, as also the 
Letter of the Internimzio, Airtddi, 22ad Noveml>er, 1670. 
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• This was not the only occiision in which Dr. Plunket procured 
the peace of the northern districts. In tlie Province of Ulster 
there was a numerous family which for years had received the 
opprobrious name of Magonna. They were descended fiom the 
ancient sept of the O’Reillys, and had received that surname on 
account or some members of the family who apostatized from the 
faith of their fathers in the time of Elizabeth. In vain did tlie 
descendants of these families, when they returned to the bosom 
of the Catholic Church, seek to resume their ancient name. The 
O’Reillys refused to acknowledge them as members of their illus- 
trious sept, and continued to address them as a dishonoured branch 
by the epithet Magonna. Many quarrels and continual disputes 
and recriminations hence arose, and the whole Catholic body 
seemed split into two irreconcilable factions, some defending 
the apostate family, others continuing its reproach. The 
Primate long sought to reconcile the conflicting parties, and 
terminate this quarrel. At length in 1672 he published a 
decree, which he caused to be privately printed in Dublin, and 
afterwards communicated to all the contentious leaders, by which 
he prohibited, under pain of censure, the future application of 
the opprobrious epitliet to the converted family, commanding 
that their original name of O’Reilly should be restored to them. 
All parties respected this solemn decision of the Primate, and 
thus this controversy disappears from our history. There were 
some indeed who deemed this decree imprudent, and even 
made it a subject of accusation against Dr. Plunket, as if he 
had usurped the King’s prerogative, to whom w'as reserved by 
law the privilege of changing family names: but the decree of 
the Primate was dictated by zeal for the welfare of the flock 
intrusted to him, and whilst he thus healed their dissensions, and 
re-established charity and peace, he merely restored to prodigal 
but repentant children the inheritance of their true family name, 
which, in the eyes of the law^ they had never lost.* 

Another occasion presented itself, about the same period, for 
displaying his pastoral love for his suffering people. We shall 
present it in the words of the Primate, from his letter of the 14th 
of May, 1672: — 

In part of my Diocese, and in all the Diocese of Clogher, the 
Chancellor of the Protestant Bishop frequently molested, and still 
molests, in a most tyrannical manner, the poor Catholic farmers, as 
also some of the Priests of that Diocese. It is the custom here that for 
the baptism of Catholic children twogiuljf should be paid to the Priest, 

• Ex archiv. de Propag. FicL in not. MS. 

+ A giulio was at this time equal to 6d. ; a scudi to 5s. ; four scudi to £1. 
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aud four giulj to the Protestant Minister. This latter payment is com- 
manded by law, and although a great grievance, yet it has been tolerated 
and paid. But in addition to this, the said Chancellor, whose name is 
John Linsy, cited to the tribunals and prosecuted the poor Catholics for 
bringing their children to the Priests to be baptized, and thus procured 
the ruin of many poor Catholic families in the Diocese referred to. I 
yesterday drew up a memorial to tho Viceroy and Supreme Council 
against this extortion, and I showed it to tho Protestant Primate and 
to the Protestant Bishop of Clogher. Both besought me not to present 
the memorial to tho Viceroy, and promised that within fifteen days the 
Chancellor would be compelled to desist from this tyrannical maimer of 
proceeding, by which ho impoverished more than three hundred Catholic 
families.” 

Surely no people ever suffered more for their religion and, 
with more Christian patience, than the Irish. What was origi- 
nally presented by Catholic parents, as a free and religious offering 
for the support of their devoted Clergy, was now insisted on as a 
legal right by the Ministers of the Protestant Establishment, and 
an action at law was granted to them for the recovery of such fees 
even from the Catholics. Curry, in his “ Review of the Civil 
Wars in Ireland,” states, in the words of Sir Edward Walker, that 
in the reign of Charles I. the Catholics of Ireland prayed “ to be 
relieved from those exorbitant sums which they were obliged to 
pay for their christenings and marriages to the Protestant Clergy, 
and particularly to have the extravagant surplice fees, and the 
extraordinary warrants for levying them, abolished.” The Irish 
Commons, too, in a Remonstrance in 1640, distinctly charge the 
Ecclcsia.'tical Courts of that period as guilty of “ barbarous and 
unjust exactions t" and give the following particulars of the extor- 
tions which were practised by the Protestant Clergy : — 

“ In Connaught and elsewhere, sixpence per annum of every couple 
is paid for holy-water clerk : of every man that dies, a multue, by the 
name of anointing money, from a poor man that has but one cow they 
take that cow for mortuary : from one that is better able, his best garment 
for mortuary. If a woman, her best garment for mortuary; and a gallon 
of drink for every brewing by the name of Mary-gallons: for every beef 
that is killed for the funeral of any man, the hide and tallow, and they 
challenge a quarter besides : fourpence or sixpence per annum from 
every parishioner for soul-money ; a ridge of winter com, and a ridge 
of oats, for every plough, by tho name of 8t. Patrick’s ridges : for 
portion-canons the tenth part of the goods, after debts paid, &c.” 

Thus, whilst they stigmatized the Catholic doctrines and prac- 
tices as superstitious and idolatrous, they nevertheless Insisted on 
receiving ten-fold the offerings which in Catholic times were 
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wont to accompany CutlioUc devotions.* The Chancellor Linsy, 
however, was not content with these exactions; he wished that, 
besides paying tlie Parson, Catholics should become Protestants 
into the bargain, and because they resolved to listen to God rather 
than man, this so-called Minister of the Gospel of charity, till 
checked in his ruthless career by the true pastoral zeal of the 
Primate, succeeded in reducing to abject misery and ruin more 
than 300 poor families ! 

Dr. Plunket, writing to Rome on the 18th June, 1670, esti- 
mates the number of those to whom he had already administered 
the sacrament of Confirmation at about 10,000; and adds, that 
no fewer than fifty thousand persons yet remained to receive it. 
By frequent visitations he sought to place within the reach of all 
the consolations of that holy sacrament; and so untiring were his 
labours that on the 15th December, 1673, he announces to the 
Secretary of Propaganda: — “ During the past four years I con- 
firmed forty-eight thousand six hundred and fifty-five” And what 
renders this more surprising is, the many toils he had to undergo 
in order to administer this sacrament to them ; for often, with no 
other food than a little oaten bread, he had to seek out their 
abodes in the mountains and in the woods, f and often, too, 
was this sacrament administered under the broad canopy of 
heaven, both flock and pastor being alike exposed to the winds 
and rain. 

The Synodical letter which we have cited refers also to the 
zealous solicitude of the Primate in instructing the faithful, and 
announcing to them the saving doctrines of eternal life.| He 
allowed no motive to excuse him from this pastoral duty, and 
even when suflfering from bodily sickness he continued to pursue 
the same career of love. Writing on the 2nd of August, 1678, 


* From the character of the Protestant clergy, given in the preceding 
chapter, these exactions cannot surprise us. In tln-s same Remonstrance of the 
House of Commons (Common’s Journal, vol. i. pp. 2o8-2(51), it is added that 
exorbitant and barbarous exactions of the Protestant clergy were levied 
esp^ially on Oie. poorer sort.’^ Indeed the Protestant mission was carried on as 
a mere money-making speculation- Burnet tells us that “the Chancellor bought 
his place, and hence thouglit he had a right to all the profits he could make out 
of it:” and this writer adds that “in the Bishop’s Court bribes went about 
almost barefaced.” — (Life of Bedel. See also Mason’s Life of Bedel.) The 
statement of Usher confirms Burnet’s testimony, for writing to Archbishop 
liaudhe says, that “such is the venality of all things sacred here (in Ireland) 
that I fear to mention anything about them. ” 

t Sec letter of the Vic. -General of Raphoc, giving an account of the atlmi- 
nistration of Confirmation by Dr. Plunket in his diocese, 1st November, 1671 • 
and also the letter of the assembled Prelates, 8th October, 1670. * 

J The Internunzio Airoldi, on the 19th Septemlier, 1671, acknowledges the 
receipt of a Brief from the Holy See through the Sacred Congregation, congra- 
tulating Dr. Plunket on his zeal and labours. 
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under the assumed name of Thomas Cox, he thus makes known 
to the Sacred Congregation his labours during tlic preceding 
months : — 

“ The pa.st two months were spent in a fatiguing and most laborious 
visitation of my diocese, of which I shall shortly give a full account to 

your Excellency The distillation from ray eyes, which was 

greatly increased by the laborious visitation in the mountains of the 
northern districts, scarcely allows me to write or read letters even as 
large as a snuff-box, but still it did not impede my tongue from 
preaching in both the English and Irish languages.” 

We shall afterwards have occasion to commemorate his sacri- 
fices, in order to maintain the schools which he opened for the 
education of the youthful portion of his flock, and which he 
intrusted to the Jesuit Fathers. It will suffice at present to 
quote a few words from his letter of the 22nd September, 1672, 
in which, speaking of these schools, he says : “ Oh f what labours, 
what expenses did I sustain in order to support them: how 
many memorials were presented against me, and against the 
Viceroy, even to the Supreme Council. ... I solemnly avow. 
Monsignore, that I expended for tliem, during the past two 
years and two months, more than 400 scudi: and, moreover, they 
and I are in debt 200 scudi. I dressed in cloth of two shillings 
a yard. I had but one .servant, and a boy to look after the horses, 
and I kept a most sparing table, in order to aid them.” 

Elsewhere Dr. Plunket (see letter of 7th of June, 1671) details 
the vast labour and expense which he incurred in corresponding 
with the Holy See ; wliilst he also declares that in the commis- 
sions which he received from Rome it was his firm resolution to 
face all dangers, and to submit to calumny and persecution rather 
than betray the cause of justice which was entrusted to him. His 
letter is as follows : — 

“ I have received your most welcome letter, and I can avow to your 
Excellency that I toil night and day in the affairs of my mission, and 
that non dedi requiem temporibus mete out palpebrie meia dormitationem 
(I give no rest to my brows, or repose to my eyes) and let all be for 
the greater glory of God, and the service of the Apostolic See — that is, 
the propagation and preservation of the Faith. For the future, 
however, I shall not have to labour so much, as I now live with the 
Fathers of the Society in the bouse which I built near Dundalk ; they 
assist me in resolving difficult cases, and in writing letters to different 
parts of the kingdom when necessary : hitherto, whilst living in the 
house of a friend, I was without any assistance. The schools, too, 
succeed so well that even Protestant gentlemen send their children 
to them, and defend them when some ministers seek to molest us. 
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" I shall decide throughout my whole province regarding the dispute 
between the Franciscans and Dominicans, according to the command.s 
of your Excellency, and I shall rest rather on your authority than on 
my own. I must candidly declare that the decision is arduous and full 
of thorns ; and after all my toils I shall gather no other fruit than the 
thorns of oalumnies and lies. I shall summon only one procurator at 
a time from each of the three controverted convents, and having taken 
their depositions and proofs, I shall afterwards decide according to 
. their testimonies and proofs : pereat mundus et fiat jmtitia. Si fraetua 
illahatur orbia impavidum ferient ruints. 

“ I already wrote beseeching you to procure from the Sacred Con- 
gregation some provision or missionary stipend for three Fathers of the 
Society who instruct the clergy and youth in this province : otherwise 
I cannot support them. I wrote also for some assistance for myself to 
enable me to visit the Scottish islands or the Hebrides, otherwise I 
can do nothing. It wUl be necessary to bring a priest and a servant 
with me, and to dress after the manner of these people, which is very 
different from that of every other part of the world. I moreover wrote 
to have some arrangement made for the expenses of the letters, other- 
wise it will be impossible to correspond for the future as I have 
hitherto done. I expended more than 100 scudi for letters this year. 
Generally the letters of the other Bishops and Archbishops come 
inclosed in mine, and 1 pay out the money without ever receiving 
anything in return. I shall spare no labour in corresponding, but it 
is too much to bear the whole burden. There is no one but myself 
that keeps up a regular and continual correspondence with London, 
Antwerp, Brussels, and Dublin. — And I shall ever be, your most 
affectionate and obliged servant, 

“ Oliver of Armaou. 

“ 7th Juno, 1671.” 


The spirit of religion — the desire to promote God’s glory and 
propagate the blessings of our holy faith — which was the moving 
spring of all Dr. Plunket’s labours, is here transparent in every 
line. In another letter addressed to the Internunzio, on the 
28th September, 1671, he again avows these holy desires, and 
presents in detail the motives which spurred him on to toil inces- 
santly in guarding the flock intrusted to him : — 


“ The despatches which I received (he says) were accompanied by a 
most kind letter from your Excellency, dated the 12th of August, and 
full of such courteous expressions, as would suffice to move the very 
travertine to activity and action. I will not fail to work with tho pen, 
with tho tongue, with all my slender energies, and this for three 
motives — 1st, To serve tho Divine Majesty; 2nd, Through gratitude 
and the reverence which I owe to the Apostolic See for the education 
and honours which it conferred on me ; 3rd, Because God commands 
me to obey and serve the Holy See, and its service is inseparable from 
that of Christ.” 
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During the years of persecution which preceded the arrival of 
Dr. Plunhet in Ireland, the priesthood had been so thinned by 
exile and the sword that many districts were left wholly destitute 
of pastors. Dr. Patrick Plunkct, Bishop of Meath, was, for a 
time, the only Bishop in the country able to confer ordination, 
and during his Episcopate of Ardagh alone, no fewer than 250 

f riests received at his hands the sacrament of Holy Orders.* 
n the list of Irish priests registered in the year 1704, and pub- 
lished by the Government, t there were yet living more than 
ninety who represented themselves as ordained by this Prelate. 
It is certain, however, that s<5me of these must be referred to the 
Primate, as the date of ordination is more than once subsequent 
to the demise of the Bishop of Meath; and about 120 others of 
the registered clergy refer their ordination to Dr. Plunket, Arch- 
bishop of Armagh. From the letters of the Primate, which we 
have already quoted,.it is certain that, immediately on his arrival 
in Ireland in 1670, he held two ordinations; and from the synodi- 
cal letters of Clones and Ardpatrick, it is sufficiently clear that 
he continued without intermission, during the subsequent years of 
his Episcopate, to promote worthy ministers to the holy order of 
priesthood. 

In his letter of 25th September, 1671, addressed to the Inter- 
nunzio in Brussels, Dr. Plunket gives the following estimate of 
the number of the regular clergy, not only in his own diocese, 
but also throughout the whole province of Ulster : — 

“ The regular clergy of the province of Armagh form a large body : 
in it they have many convents, and a yet greater number of friars. 
They are principally Dominicans and Pranciscans, and the latter are 
more numerous than the former. I confess, however, that the Domi- 
nicans have the more able preachers. I have visited all the convents 
of the province excepting those of Ardagh, and shall now give some 
account of them. 

“In the Diocese of Armagh there are two convents of Dominicans: 
one in Drogheda, consisting of three friars, of whom F. Bathetos is 
grave, prudent, and learned : the other convent is in Carlingford, con- 
sisting of five friars ; its prior, Eugene Cogly, is one of the best preachers 
of the kingdom. There are three convents of Pranciscans in this 
diocese : one in Drogheda, of six friars, amongst whom there is a man 
of great prudence and modesty, and very learned, by name John Brady: 
he is definitor. The second convent is in Dundalk, consisting of four 
friars, two of whom preach pretty well ; their names are Patrick Cat- 
tidy and Anthony Gearnon : the latter was a follower of Walsh, and I 
fear that he is yet inwardly such, though he professes the contrary, 

• Letter of Dr. Patrick Plunket to Sacred Congregation, 16G9. 
t See reprint in Battersby’a Directory for 1898. 
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The third convent is in Armagh, of fourteen friars, amongst whom 
there is only one worth mentioning, named lionacenturt O' Quin, a 
learned and prudent man, though not expert in preaching. 

“ In my diocese there is a residence of discalccd Carmelites, and there 
is one father, who preaches very well, called F. Levin. There is also 
in Drogheda a residence of Capuchins, in which there are four friars ; 
all four arc men of merit, and two of them are good preachers, F. 
Dowdall and F. Verdon. There is, moreover, in the same city, a con- 
vent of Augustinians, composed of three friars : they are pretty good. 

“ In the united Dioceses of Down and Connor there are two convents 
of Franciscans, one in Down of eight friars, two of whom arc good 
preachers, F. Paul O'Neil and F. Paul O' Bryn ; they have a novi- 
tiate there, as also in Carrickfergus, where they have a convent of six 
friars. Near Down, at ‘ Villa Nova,’ the Dominicans have a convent 
of five friars, and the prior, F. Clement Byrne, is a learned preacher. 

“ In the Diocese of Derry the Dominicans have two convents, one in 
the city of Derry, of six friars ; the prior, F. Patrick O' Dyry, is an ex- 
ceedingly good man, and a great preacher. The other convent is in 
Culrahan, and consists of ten friars, the prior, F, Dominick Loreman is 
famous for preaching. The Franciscans have in this diocese a residence 
of four friars. In the two convents of the Dominicans there are 
novitiates. 

" In the Diocese of Raphoo there are, in the convent of Donegal, 
eighteen friars, two of them distinguished, F. Stephen Congall, and 
F. Anthony Dogherty, who had been provincial. Here also they have a 
novitiate. 

“ In the Diocese of Clogher the Dominicans have a convent of eight 
friars, two of whom are good preachers, F. Thomas MacMahon and F. 
Charles MacManus. Here again they have a novitiate. There are 
two convents of Franciscans, one in Lisgaolo, of six friars, two of whom 
are sufficiently good preachers, F. Terenan and P. Mctcmalachin. The 
other convent is in Monaghan, composed of seven friars, and one of 
them is a good preacher and learned man, his name is F. Francis 
Maguire. 

“ In the Diocese of Meath the Dominicans have a convent at Trim 
of five friars ; they have also a novitiate there ; amongst the friars there 
is one named, F. John Byrne, a great and learned preacher, but quar- 
relsome. In this Diocese there are two convents of Franciscans ; there is 
one likewise at Trim of six friars ; all were Valesians, but now pretend 
the contrary ; the two most distinguished in this eonvent are of the Tuite 
family. The other convent is in Multifarnham, composed of ten friars ; 
F. Geanor resides there. It has also a novitiate. 

“ In the Diocese of Kilmore there is only one convent of Fran- 
ciscans.” 

Some of the dioceses are here passed over in silence, but we 
have sufficient data to supply them from a Relatio or report of the 
Province of Ulster, presented by Dr. Plunket in 1G75, to the 
Sacred Congregation. From it we learn that in the Diocese of 

O O 
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Dromore there were no Regular Clergy. In the Diocese of Clon- 
macnoise there was one Convent of Franciscans, and in the 
Diocese of Ardagh there were two Convents of Franciscans, and 
one of Dominicans. 

The same Report gives us the number of the Secular Clergy ; 
there wece forty Secular Priests in the Diocese of Armagh, and 
about two hundred and fifty others divided between the ten re- 
maining Dioceses of the province.* 

The Holy Sacrifice seems to have been at this period for the 
.most part celebrated in private houses, and such was the fury of 
the persecutors, that it was deemed a criminal offence in Catholics 
to seek to erect a public edifice for the service of God. Hence 
but few chapels were to be met with through the country, except- 
ing those which, with the connivance of Ormond, had been 
erected by the Valesians. He wished by this privilege to win for 
Walsh and his fellow-Remonstrants special favour amongst the 
Catholics; but the people of Ireland were too devoted to the See 
of St. Peter to offer insult to his successor, no matter what might 
be the bribe held out to them. The Remonstrants soon ceased to 
hold any position among the Catholics, and the churches they 
erected passed into the hands of their orthodox opponents. We 
shall allow the Archbishop to describe the happy result as to his 
diocese in the following extract from his letter to the Internunzio, 
dated Dublin, 26th September, 1671 : — 

To say the truth, our just and good God qui mala permittit quia de 
malts novit henefacere has drawn good from the evil deeds of Walsh. 
This man, about eight years ago, anxious to make a display of zeal, and 
thus more easily gain followers and attract the people, obtained from 
Ormond a toleration for chapels and convents in Dublin, and many 
other cities, but he wished that all the convents, and even all the pro- 
vinces should be governed by his own adherents. Ormond being re- 
moved from the Viceroyalty, through the mercy of God, no other Vice- 
roy molested or molests either the chapels or the convents. In the 
most wealthy and noble city of my diocese and of the whole province, 
there are three chapels, very beautiful and ornamented ; the first belongs 
to the Capuchins, the second to the Reformed Franciscans, the third to 
the Jesuits. There is also one of the Augustinians, but it is rather poor. 
So that we may all repeat what is said of the sin of Adam — oh felix culpa^ 
(oh happy fault) ; or again, neeessarium Ada peccatum. The above- 

* As we have already seen in chapter the 3rd, Dr. Plimket, when agent for 
the Irish Bisho})s in Rome, represented the total number of the Secular Clergy 
as 1,000, and the Rogul.ars 600. This account differs but little from that of Peter 
Walsh in his History of the Remonstrants, who reckons the number of Secidar 
Priests as more than 1,000, and the Regulars as about 800, being divided as 
follows : — Franciscans, 400 ; Dominicans, 200 ; Augustinians, 100 ; and nearly 
100 Religious of the other various orders. 
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niontioncd city is called Drogheda, at fire hours distance from Dublin i 
it is, next to Dublin, the best city in Ireland.” 

Before the close of 1673 the storm of persecution 'was once 
more let loose upon our country. Xhe bishops and regular 
clergy were those against whom its fury was chiefly levelled. In- 
credible were the privations and suflerings which Dr. ' Plunket 
was compelled to endure; but what most afflicted the tender 
heart of the good shepherd was to see his fold laid waste by the 
devouring wolves, and all the institutions, the fruits of years of 
unceasing toil, reduced to ruin. He seems, indeed, in the zealous 
labours of his early Episcopate to have foreseen the coming 
persecution, and in his letter of 29th September, 1671, he thus 
expresses himself : — 

“ I pray your Excellency to expedite the matters which I wrote to 
you about. Ihis is the time for doing good whilst the present Viceroy 
is with us. We must act as the mariners at sea who, when the wind 
is favourable, unfurl all their sail and injlatis velis sweep the ocean 
with great velocity, but when the wind becomes contrary, they lower 
the sails, and seek some little port for refuge. Whilst we have the 
present Viceroy, we may sail, and I will do all in my power to advance 
our spiritual interests, instruct the clergy, and educate them in science 
and theology.” 

His anticipations were too soon to be realised, and, writing on 
the 15th of December, 1673, he draws a vivid picture of the suf- 
ferings he had then to undergo, and the poverty to which he was 
reduced. 

Matters here have been very severe, the more so as the 
meeting of Parliament is at hand on the 7th of January next, 
so that I am in concealment, and Dr. Brennan is with me. The 
lay Catholic^ are so much afraid of losing their property that no 
one with anything to lose will give refuge to either ordinary or re- 
gulars, and although the regular clergy have some connivance to 
remain, yet the Catholics dread almost to admit them to say Mass in 
their houses. The priests give nothing to the bishops or ordinary ; I 
sometimes find it difficult to procure even oaten bread, and the house 
where I and Dr. Brennan arc is of straw, and covered or thatched in 
such a manner that from our bed we may see the stars, and at the head 
of our bed every slightest shower refreahes us, but we are resolved 
rather to die from hunger and cold than to abandon our flocks. It 
would be a shame for spiritual soldiers, educated in Rome, to become 
mercenaries. Wo shall take no step without the order of your 
Eminences. 

“ There is nothing that occasions me more inward grief than to see 
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tho schools which were instituted by mo, now destroyed after so many 
toils. Oh ! what will the Catholic youth do, which is both numerous 
and full of talent ? The schools continued till the close of November 
last, and commenced about the beginning of July, 1670 : so that they 
lasted three years and five months, and indeed the Fathers of the Society 
behaved well, and toiled exceedingly in tliem, and they generally had 
about 150 Catholic boys : I procured also a Master to instruct the young 
Priests of the Province of Armagh in cases of conscience and in the 
manner of teaching the catechism, &c. The Sacred Congregation 
as§igned 1 50 scudi per annum to the Fathers : I received this sum for 
two years, but I have already given 500 scudi to the Fathers, for which 
I have tho receipt of their Superior, Father Rice, a copy of which I 
sent to the Internunzio and Dr. Creagh: tho allowance for 1673 has 
not been paid, so that I am now creditor for the allowance of one year 
and five months. I expended more than 200 scudi in various journeys, 
and in arranging the differences of the Dominicans and Franciscans in 
their different Dioceses, by order of the Internunzio, Airoldi, and as 
Delegate of the Apostolic See ; and I expended about 200 scudi in 
bringing Fathers Harold and Coppinger to submission to your Emi- 
nences, as I wrote in former letters : I expended 400 scudi in letters, 
whilst I only received 100 from your Eminences; for I am obliged to 
keep up a correspondence with all parts of the kingdom, and also in 
London, in order to be able to give accurate information to your 
Eminences. Modesty prevents me from speaking, but nevertheless, as 
it is the truth, I will say it, I gave more “ Reports” to your Eminences, 
and corresponded better than all the Prelates of Ireland for the past 30 
years, and Monsignors Baldeschi, Airoldi, and Falconieri can testify to 
the truth of this: I gave no rest temporihus, calamo aut etiam equis (to 
my brows and pen, or even to ray horses), during the past four )^ears, 
in a vast Province of eleven Dioceses, in all of which, besides myself, 
there was only one Bishop, and he old and half-decrepit. Dr. Plunkot, 
Bishop of Meath, until the arrival, a short time ago, of the Bishop of 
Clogher, and of the Bishop of Down a little before him ; and although 
the Bishop of Down has been a year in the country, how many letters 
has he written to your Eminences ? I confirmed during the past four 
years forty-eight thousand six hundred and fifty-five, of whom I have 
kept the list, and there are some Dioceses hero that ha^e not seen a 
Bishop for forty years, though the Catholics are numerous in them. 
Now you see from all this, that the Sacred Congregation owes me 300 
scudi for letters, and 150 for the schools of one year, and about 60 for 
five months; which make in all 410* scudi, and, God knows, I 
stand in need of it, for, since the dread of the Parliament commenced in 
the month of February last, I did not receive 10 scudi from my Diocese, 
and at present, since the publication of the edict, not a coin is to be 
seen : with difficulty can a piece of oaten- bread be found, and a hut of 


* This should have been 510: but Dr. Plunket was only desirous to have 
some assistance given him in his present distress, and does not seem to have 
been very solicitous about the precise sum. 
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straw. May the Lord God be ever praised, and the most holy Mary. 
— I am, &o., 

“ Olitbb of Abkaoh. 

“ 15th December, 1673. 

“ To Monsignor Cerri, Secretary of Propaganda.” 

Dr. Plunket, in many of his letters, had already announced 
this coming storm, and he received in return a consolatory letter 
from the Sacred Congregation exhorting him to courage and forti- 
tude of soul.* The letter of Dr. Plunket, to which this con- 
solatory brief was more immediately sent as a reply, is as follows : 

“ I have received your letter of the 3rd inst., and I am rejoiced that 
your Excellency was pleased with the "Report" which I sent regarding 
the state of Catholic affairs in this kingdom ; but I am sorry that this is 
far worse now than heretofore. The Bishops are all now proscribed, as also 
tho Vicars-General, and all the heads; the clergy are ihns achephali,\ 
and are like to tcopa dmolut<s.% No Catholics can keep or carry fire- 
arms ; and they would not have been allowed even to retain their 
swords, were it not that the Viceroy was resolute, and at the same 
time inclined to clemency. It is now expected that no Catholic will 
be allowed to live in the cities. You must have heard from London 
with what audacity the Parliament sought to prevent the marriage of 
the Duke of York with a Catholic, although the marriage contract had 
been made with the consent of the King. The House of Commons 
also wished that no Catholic lord — that is, no marquis, earl, or baron — 
should have a vote in Parliament ; and, moreover, it refused supplies for 
carrying on the war against the Dutch. It also desired that no Catholic 
should reside within five miles of London, and that all Catholics should 
have some distinctive mark, as the Jews in Borne. Similar were the 
beginnings of the Parliament in 1640 And 1641, which, with unheard- 
of tyranny, beheaded the father of the present King, who is a wise and 
clement sovereign. These unreasonable demands obliged the King to 
prorogue the Parliament tiU the 7th of January, and he would have 
dissolved it altogether were it not for two counsellors who dissuaded 
him. The Government here dare not moderate in any way our sen- 
tence of banishment, or give us a longer respite than the 1st of Decem- 
ber, through dread of the Parliament, which is so severe against the 
Catholics. I exhort my brethren to constancy, and not to abandon 
their flocks, but imitating tho pastors of tho three first centuries, to 
retire to some corner of their districts till tho storm shall have passed. 
I shall retire to some little hut in the woods or mountains of my diocese 
with a supply of candles and books. Nevertheless, you can continue 
to send your letters as usual, and I will try occasionally to send soma 
account to you. You will be good enough not to send envelopes, as 

* So we find rccordeil amongst the Diaries of tho Congregation, held 2Gth 
Fehnuiry, 1674. 

t Without a heml. % Untied brooms. 
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they coet ns much as the letters themselves : every letter with a cover 
costs 46 b<yocchi ; * without the cover it would only cost 23 bajocchi 
Since May, I only received 80 scudi from my diocese, and were it not 
for Sir Nicholas Plunket, who gave me lodging and support, I would 
be rather a pilgrim than a Prelate. The poverty of the Catholics, 
occasioned by the many taxes, and by the last war with the Dutch, is 
inconceivable and indescribable, and hence the priests are poor, having 
nothing but the offerings of the faithful to support them : the poverty 
of the priests occasions the poverty of the bishops, for they have nothing 
but their proxies — that is, four or five scudi from each priest — but 
since the edict was published, the Bishops cannot make any visitations, 
or receive any proxies, and hence they are in a most miserable condi- 
tion ; and as I spent all that 1 had in the service of their Eminences, I 
hope they will compensate my expenses, and labours, and faithfulness 
in serving them. I hope they will not reply. Cum htec omnia feceritU 
dicite quia terci inutiles sumus. The Viceroy is very friendly towards 
me, as are also all the counsellors of State, because I never take any 
part in political or civil affairs. The schools which I erected gave them 
some annoyance ; but I satisfied the more moderate amongst them by 
explaining that they were erected for no other purpose than to instruct 
the youth in the Christian doctrine and in literature, that thus they 
might be useful for the State, and for the service of the King, and 
that otherwise they would become vagrants, and rogues, and highway 
robbers, and disturbers of the peace and of social order. 

“ I already wrote to you on the 6th of this month that all the con- 
vents were destroyed, and all the novices scattered about in the houses 
of the laity. This Edict was far more efficacious than any letter of the 
Father-General. During the past three years I wrote without ceasing 
against the excessive number of novitiates, and against the soliciting of 
alms at the parochial altars ; I also wrote a letter to the Provincial 
Chapter of the Franciscans, of which I sent a copy to your Excellency, 
though I cannot say whether it reached you or not ; but the)' deemed 
me their adversary, because I proposed these wise counsels to them — 
exitus acta prolat. Tho sheet comes to a close,f but I shall never 
cease to be the most affectionate and devoted servant of your Excel- 
lency. I pray you to send this letter to Monsig. Cerri, whom I also 
pray to give a copy of all my letters to Dr. Creagh, that he may expe- 
dite my affairs. 

“ 12th November, 1673. 

“ Oliveb of Abmaou.” 

" P.S. — The Bishop of Waterford will come to my district to conceal 
himself, as his own city is full of fanatics and furious Presbyterians. 
The Bishop of Meath is old and attacked with the gout, and unable to 
move about. I think the Viceroy will have compassion on him, on 
account of the esteem he has for Sir Nicholas, brother of the Bishop.” 


•ThetKij'occow.vsa little more than oiu half]>cnny, Iwiiig onc-tenth of sixpence, 
t In the original letter these worils terminate the last i>age ; what follows is 
written wherever a vacant space presented itself throughout the letter. 
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The alarm consequent on the renewal of the persecution lasted 
till the close of the following year. During this time Dr. Plun- 
ket, with the Bishop of Waterford, lay concealed in the woods 
and mountainous districts. He found opportunity, however, in 
the beginning of 1674, to undertake a journey to the Province of 
Tuam, having been commissioned by the Holy See to confer the 
Pallium on Dr. Lynch, the Archbishop of that Province: in this 
excursion he penetrated as far as Galway, and in his letter to the 
S. Congregation he extols the devotion and hospitality of that 
good people. 

Calumny seems to have been added to the sufferings of our 
Irish Bishops, and some individuals represented to the Holy See 
that the Pastors of the Irish Cliurch were abandoning their nocks, 
and that no fewer than 14 Bishops had left that island on their 
way to Rome.* Nothing could be more false than this calum- 
nious assertion. Dr. Plunket expresses his surprise how such a 
tale could be invented ; and writing on the 15th September, 1674, 
whilst he repeats his solicitations for assistance, and details the 
sufferings to which he and Dr. Brennan were exposed, he declares, 
at the same time, their firm resolve to run all risks, and to endure 
imprisonment and torture sooner than abandon the flocks entrusted 
to their charge. The following is his letter in full : it is directed 
to the Internunzio in Brussels: — 

** During the past month I received two of your letters, but the 
judges of assizes being on circuit in my district I retired to my usual 
place of concealment in the most remote parts of the province, and 
hence I was not able to correspond according as I desired, nor can I 
even at present do so, for during the past two months and a-half I 
ceased to correspond with my friends in Dublin and London, as also 
with those in the provinces of Cashel and Tuam ; so that I can give no 
** Reports” except in regard of ray own diocese, and the cause of all this 
is the lightness of my purse. I declare to your Excellency co)-am Deo 
et non mentior^ as the Apostle said, that all I have in this world docs 
not exceed 80 scudi, and the usual charities of the faithful have ceased 
since the edicts, nor is there any chance, as far as I see, that the 
sums which I expended in serving their Eminences will be repaid to 
me, BO that I j&nd myself in a deplorable condition ; but let all be for 
the glory of God and the salvation of my soul. Had I served the Duke 
of Mirandola, in correspondence and otherwise, as I served the Sacred 
Congregation these five years past, the baker’s account would have 
been long since settled ; had I the means I would spare no labour or 
industry in serving their Eminences, being obliged to it by every law 
of justice and gratitude; but what is out of my power 1 caunot do. 
There is no single letter which I send to your Excellency that does not 


* Ex notis Archiv. S. Cong. 
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cost mo one giulio (6d.) : for each letter that I receive from you I 
have to pay two giuli and a-half (lod.) ; there is no letter that I receive 
from Cashel or Tuam hut costs me a carlino (4d.) in Dublin, and tlien 
2j bajocchi (1^.) from Dublin to my residence. Then, too, I have to 
give some recompense to my agents in Dublin and London, who have 
the trouble of going to the post to receive the letters and transmit them 
to me ; and in paying them for the post I was not very stinted ; they 
would not have served me and wasted their time, and shoes, aud paper 
and ink, were I not liberal with them. I may say the same of my 
correspondents in Tuam and Cashel, and, indeed, digni want mereedibm 
sui$. I doubt not but the purse of your Excellency must feel and 
experience the expense of letters : indeed, there has been no year that 
it did not cost me more than one hundred scudi (£25) ; and since 
the period of your coming to the Nunciature in Flanders it has cost 
me more than a hundred scudi : for, during tho whole time of the 
persecution, w’hich has now lasted a year all to one month, though I 
was concealed in tho mountains, as was also the Bishop of Waterford, 
with the exception of the two past montlis, I always found some means, 
though not without difficulty, to procure letters from these quarters ; 
but I may say (as experience sufficiently convinces me) that which 
our Saviour tells us — cum hao omnia feceritit dioite quia servi inutiles 
sumus. 

I expended during thefive years which are now passed all to one month, 
about 500 scudi (£125). I expended 200 scudi when commissioned 
as Delegate of the Apostolic See, in arranging tho differences of tho 
Dominicans and Franciscans, of Mr. FarreU and Gafney, and in reduc- 
ing Coppinger and Harold to the obedience of the Holy See, and I 
received only 100 seudi, which Monsig. Airoldi, predecessor of your 
Excellency, procured for me. God knows that I gave no rest to my 
brows, to my pen, or to my horses, in serving their Emiuences, aud 
I should ever continue to do so with alacrity and joy were it possible 
for me, but, as I have no means, how can you expect that I should do 
so, ad impossibile nemo tenetur. I was in Home for twenty-five years, 
and for twelve of these I served the Sacred Congregation in the Chairs 
of Theology and Conferences ; I also served the Saered Congregation 
of the Index, as you are aware, and in what a state I found tho 
studies at Propaganda, and in what perfection I left them, the very 
Reverend Fathers Libelli, Laurea, Spinola, Sommaschi, and Bon- 
vicini, the Hector will state ; these Fathers were Prefects of Studies, 
and know it well. Then their Eminences destined me to the Principal 
Church in this kingdom, and God knows in what manner I laboured, 
and with what toils I promoted and preserved the cause of the Church. 
Modesty prevents me from speaking, but as it is tho truth I may boldly 
declare it ; I corresponded better and more frequently with their Emi- 
nences than all tho Prelates of the kingdom. Let the archives of 
Propaganda be looked to and explored, and you will touch with your 
hands tho truth of what I say. I moreover wrote to some of their 
Eminences, as to Cardinals Barbcrini, Azzolini, and others, concerning 
the persecution and tho misery of tliis country, which was so great. 
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that in my diocese, more than 500 Catholics died from starvation,* 
and the Bishop of Waterford and I were glad to get a morsel of oaten- 
bread. But enough of these matters. 

“ As to the subject of your letters, I sent a copy of the last edict 
through two different channels, that is, by the post, and by a friend who 
was going to London. As to the story you heard of our Prelates being 
on their way to Rome to take up their residence there, I cannot under- 
stand it ; there is no Bishop here who knows the language of Romo 
or has friends there, excepting the Bishop of Waterford and myself, 
and wo will not abandon our flocks till we are compelled to do so ; wo 
will first sufier imprisonment and other torments ; we have already suf- 
fered so much on the mountains, in huts, and caverns, and we have 
acquu-ed such a habit of it, that, for the future, suffering will be less 
severe and less troublesome. As to my diocese, all is peaceful, except- 
ing two priests who are refractory. The Provincial of the Franciscans 
published a very imprudent order for all his friars to go to their resi- 
dences, and live and seek alms as usual ; it is feared that this will 
cause new rigour of persecution, the more so, as the Parliament will 
meet on the 11th of November. Father Saul, the apostate, makes a 
great noise with liis writings against our faith. I pray you to send 
this letter to Monsignor Ravizza, and I shall ever be your Excellency’s 
most affectionate and obliged servant, 

“ Thomas Cox, 

“ (Oliver of Armagh). 

“ 15th September, 1674. 

“ To the Internunzio." 


From the facts incidentally mentioned in this letter, we may 
form some idea of the misery to which our country was now re- 
duced by continued oppression and the renewal of the persecution. 
In one diocese alone more than five hundred persons fell victims 
to famine, choosing rather to suffer death itself than to barter for 
the mess of pottage which was held out to them the precious 
inheritance of their faith. Amidst all their sufferings, however, 
the good Shepherd clung to his sheep, their sorrows were his 
sorrows, their trials were his trials. 

In the following years, though the Catholics at intervals enjoyed 
a partial calm, yet their sad condition and misery continued 
unabated. A little while before his arrest in 1679, Dr. Plunket 
wrote to the Secretary of Propaganda that all he possessed in this 
world did not exceed 50 scuai ; and in another letter written at 
the same time, he attests the desolation of his flock, occasioned by 
famine and the sword, and declares his resolution to sell even the 
sacred vessels themselves in order to relieve their misery. The 

• “The Intermrazio, writing in August, 1674, annonnccs that a dreadful 
famine had set in in Ireland, and laid the whole coimtry desolate. 
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continuance of persecution produced no change in his holy resolve 
to cling inseparably to his nock, and on the 15th of May, 1679, 
in his letter to the Internunzio, he calmly announces to him, “ so 
many are the spies in search of me, that I am morally certain 1 
shall be apprehended ; but, nevertheless, I will remain with my 
own, nor will I abandon them till I be dragged to the sea-shore.” 
Many were the calumnies which, from time to time, were pub- 
lished against our Primate. However, they only caused his true 
merit to shine forth with renewed brilliancy and lustre. We 
shall more than once have occasion to refer to these accusations 
hereafter ; for the present we shall merely cite a few testimonies 
of those best acquainted with our Irish Church as to his zeal and 
untiring labours. Thus the Internunzio, Falconieri, writes to the 
Sacred Congregation on 9th November, 1673 : “ I cannot here omit 
to represent to the Sacred Congregation the zeal with which the 
Archbishop of Armagh labours for the propagation of the Catholic 
religion in his diocese^ of which I have received most indubious 
proofs from various quarters and again, on 24th February, 
1674, transmitting to Rome a letter of the Primate, he adds: 
“ Chiefly by his zeal are the affairs of the Catholic religion main- 
tained in the kingdom of Ireland.”! Peter Creagh, who is 
so distinguished towards the close of the 17th century, as Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, also expresses himself in the same strain in his 
letter of 24th January, 1671, to Dr. Brennan, the agent of the 
Irish clergy in Rome : — 

I was in Dublin (he writes) during the Assembly of our Bishops, 
and though there was some difference between the Archbishops of Ar- 
magh and Dublin as to the order of signature to the decrees, neverthe- 
less this controversy was carried on so peaceably that its echo was 
scarcely heard beyond the precincts of the place of assembly. We 
experience great benefit from the formula of allegiance which the Pre- 
lates presented to the Viceroy, and we are allowed to enjoy great 
liberty. 

All that has been written against the Archbishop of Armagh is 
mere calumny, proceeding from envy. He administers his province 
with great zeal and devotedness : he has put an end to many quarrels 
and scandals, and he has reduced to submission certain bands of outlaws, 
who were a perpetual annoyance to the Catholics of the province. 
Now, thanks to God, there is nothing to disturb our tranquillity and 
peace.” 


* Non devo lasciare di rappresentarlo il zelo col quale I’arcivescovo di Ar- 
magh procura la propagazione della Eeligione Cattolica nella sua diocesi avendo 
io ottimi riscontri da diverse jiartL Archiv S.C. 

t A1 di lui zelo s’appoggiano principalmcntc gli affari della Religionc Catto- 
lica in quel Keguo. 
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The Archbishop of Cashel, too, in his letter of 6th April, 1677, 
after rejecting several calumnies with which Dr. Plunket was 
assailed, thus briefly adds his own invaluable testimony as to the 
zealous labours of the Primate : — 

In my opinion, the present Archbishop of Armagh has attended more 
to the spiritual administration of that province than any of his prede- 
cessors for many years; and I say this without wishing to lower in any 
way the merit of the preceding Primates.” 

And again, after the glorious martyrdom of Dr. Plunket, the 
same Archbishop, when transmitting to Rome a narrative of his 
imprisonment and execution, writes: — 

“In truth, his holy life merited for him this glorious death; for 
during the twelve years of his residence here, he showed himself 
vigilant, zealous, and indefatigable above his predecessors, nor do we 
find within the memory of any of tho present century that any Primate 
or Metropolitan visited his diocese and province with such solicitude 
and pastoral zeal as he did, reforming depraved morals amongst the 
people, and the scandalous lives of some of the clergy, chastising tho 
guilty, rewarding the meritorious, consoling all, and benefiting, as far 
as was in his power, and succouring the needy : wherefore he was 
applauded and honoured by the clergy and people, with the exception 
of some wicked enemies of virtue and religious observance.” 


CHAPTER VIII. 

DR. FLUNKBt’s zeal IN CORRECTING ABUSES. 

Fro.vi the zeal displayed by Dr. Plunket in advancing the 
cause of God, and promoting the spiritual welfare of his flock, 
we may easily conclude with what ardour he would seek to root 
out any prevailing abuses, and bring back to the right path the 
straying sheep of his fold. Considering the circumstances of the 
times, these abuses were indeed but few; many of the Irish people 
in the fulness of their faith, and the simplicity of their hearts, 
receiving with submission the teaching of their pastors, realized 
in their lives, amidst the afflictions of this world, and the trials of 

{ lersecution, all the sublime perfection of the Gospel. Neverthe- 
ess, there were those who neglected the practises of faith — pro- 
digal children in the spiritual household, and these became the 
special objects of the good Prelate’s care. Several instances of 
this kind have already presented themselves; and when attempts 
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were made to sow dissensions amongst the faithful, we have seen 
with what zealous ardour he laboured to reconcile his children 
and to preserve the blessings of peace. 

In some districts of his province, Dr. Plunket found that 
drunkenness had cast deep root, and immediately all the energies 
of his soul were directed to eradicate it, and introduce holy tem- 
perance in its place. The better to effect that object, he resolved 
to propose in his own life a model of abstemiousness, which all 
might imitate, and not only did he avoid all excess, but, more- 
over, even at his meals he abstained altogether from the use of every 
exciting drink. All excesses in the clergy were, in like manner, 
most strictly prohibited, and he interdicted, under the severest 
censures, their frequenting drinking-houses; his exhortations, 
confirmed by his own example, and by that of his clergy, were 
happily successful in converting many of the people from their 
evil ways, and in winning them back to the observance of the 
precepts of the Gospel. No words can better attest his zeal in 
correcting this abuse than his own letter to the Sacred Con- 
gregation — from which, too, we learn how successfully he strove 
to present in his own life, and that of his clergy, a model of 
temperance to the faithful : — 

** Whilst visiting six dioceses of this province,” he writes, ** I ap- 
plied myself especially to root out the cursed vice of drunkenness, 
which is the parent, and the nurse of all scandals and contentions. I 
commanded also, under penalty of privation of benefice, that no priest 
should frequent public houses, or drink whiskey, &c., &c. Indeed I 
have derived great fruit from this order, and, as it is of little use to 
teach without practising, I myself never drink at meals. Give mo an 
Irish priest without this vice and he is assuredly a saint.” 

More than all, however. Dr. Plunket, was untiring in intro- 
ducing regularity and discipline into some houses of the Religious 
orders, where inobservance had crept in during the years of per- 
secution. No spiritual labourers had cultivated with greater zeal 
this portion of the vineyard of the Lord than the children of St. 
Francis. Not only had many illustrious members of the Irish 
hierarchy come forth from their ranks, but in the days of Ireland’s 
peril, when the sword was unsheathed to smite the shepherds of 
his fold, the convents of St. Francis, scattered through the con- 
tinent, sent to our own shores, band after band of devoted cham- 
pions of the cross who kept alive the flame of faith, and often, 
too, sealing their testimo^ with their blood, led on their faithful 
flocks to martyrdom. The glory of these heroic soldiers of 
Christ, is nowise obscured by the corrupt lives of some few 
who sought to make their holy habit a mask for their ambition, 
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and a means of gratifying the vilest passions. At the ^ime of 
which we speak, it cannot at all surprise us that the seed sown 
by Peter Walsh and Taafe should bear its evil fruits; and, that, 
whilst the learning of Wadding, in Rome, and the evangelical 
labours of Dr. Tyrrell, in Ireland, added new glories to the 
pages of the Franciscan annals, some unworthy brethren bringing 
contumely upon that name, and, violating their most sacred 
vows, should, Judas-like, consummate their wickedness by 
renouncing their saving faith, and even hesitate not to persecute 
the most zealous of their fellow labourers in the ministry, and 
bring their saintly chief-pastor to the scaffold. 

In many of the letters of Dr. Plunket, we may remark how 
particularly he dwells on the irregularities and abuses which had 
crept in amongst some houses of this order, and how he refers to 
such abuses as the main source of any scandals that then existed in 
our Irish Church. The superiors of the Franciscan order were, 
indeed, no less desirous than the Archbishop that these disorders 
should be checked; and when, in 1669, the first measures were 
taken by the Holy See to re-establish the purity of religious dis- 
cipline in Ireland, we find that the then Guardian of the Fran- 
ciscans in Louvain addressed a letter, in the name of his fellow- 
religious, to the Secretary of the Sacred Congregation, 
him for his solicitude and watchfulness in promoting 
work : — 

^‘'When the Irish Franciscan province/’ he says, weakened by so 
many assaults, tossed about by so many contrary winds, lacerated by the 
dissensions of the wicked, disturbed by the ambition of some, was 
hastening to its ruin, and seemed even on the brink of destruction, our 
good God, who rejects not nor despises those who hope in Him, but from 
on high looks on them with an eye of mercy, and protects and defends 
them with his omnipotence, at length was pleased to stretch forth to us 
His assisting hand; and you were the chief instrument ho made 
use of, by whose energy and prudence the waves were calmed, the clouds 
scattered, and peace restored, our province was re-established, religion 
promoted, the lovers of observance comforted, the contumacious repressed 
and humbled. Wherefore, in most humble sentiments, prostrate before 
your Excellency, mindful of so great a blessing, whoso remembrance 
shall be undying amongst us, w^e render to you all the thanks that 
are in our power ; and we offer up our prayers to God that he who is 
omnipotent may deign to long preserve your Excellency for the propa- 
gation of his holy Church and the preserving of our province.”* 

This letter is signed by Father Francis Fegan, Guardian of 
the College of St. Anthony (of Padua) in Louvain. 


thanking 
that holy 


^ See Appendix, No. 25. 
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In tke Barberini Archives there is another letter from the 
Franciscans in Ireland, in which they lament, in like manner, the 
ruin which some disorderly members had well nigh brought upon 
that Province, and return thanks to the Holy See for its watchful 
solicitude in checking their disorderly career. 

In the Synod of Prelates convened by Dr. Plunket in Dublin, 
in June, 1670, more than one decree was enacted, ordering various 
reforms, especially in regard of some of the Novitiates of the 
Franciscans. As we shall see when speaking of that Synod, the 
religious being exempt from episcopal jurisdiction, such decrees, 
when subjected to the decision of Rome, were declared null and 
void ; but the Secretary of Propaganda, when replying to the letter 
of the Archbishop conveying these decrees, deemed it necessary 
to assure him that the Sacred Congregation wholly approved of 
their substance, and moreover authorized him in the name of the 
Holy Father, to reenact the same decrees, should the bishops deem 
it proper and expedient. 

In his letter of the 25th September, 1671, Dr. Plunket goes to 
the very root of these evils, and exhorts the Holy See to strike a 
decisive blow which would at once remove them from our Church : 

Your Excellency,” he says, “ secs how many novitiates there are ; 
they receive novices promiscuously and without choice, nor are they 
educated in a proper manner; they neither attend to choir, nor observe 
the discipline of the order ; they treat with seculars of every descrip- 
tion, and, the novitiate being ended, they are sent to quest in the cities 
and towns, whence it arises that many of them become unworthy 
members. It would bo necessary to prohibit the reception of novices 
in this kingdom, where they cannot be trained in a proper manner ; 
let those who have a vocation be sent to Louvain, to Prague, to Rome, 
or to Capranica, to make their novitiate. But they will say they are 
poor and have not sufficient means for this journey. I reply, that, 
nevertheless, they have means to send them to those convents or colleges 
to pursue their studies ; let them apply these funds to send them to the 
same convents to make their novitiate ; and it would be well that one 
of the four convents or colleges which I mentioned should be destined 
for a novitiate, where their vocations might be examined, for hero 
introducunt ceecos at claudos eosque cogunt ac compellunt intrare, and 
whilst thus gourds are sown, it cannot be expected that melons should 
be gathered. Neither the Capuchins, nor the Jesuits, nor the Carme- 
lites, have a novitiate here, being aware that they could not give novices 
a proper training in this kingdom . There is also another great disorder ; 
the guardians, for instance, of Louvain and Prague when they find a 
disorderly friar, to free themselves from his annoyance procure an 
order for him to go to Ireland ; the remedy for this might be that the 
Nuncios should examine such as are to be sent to us. At pre.scnt they 
keep the good men and send them to teach in the convents of Germany 
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and Flanders, and France, and Italy, &c., whence they never come 
to the mission, but grow old and die on the Continent. It would bo 
necessary to send without delay to Ireland, all the (Irish) friars that 
are not actually in the convents which I mentioned of Prague, Louvain, 
&c. ; and, moreover, all those friars, who live unoccupied in these 
convents, that is, not engaged in teaching, or as guardians or vicars, 
&c. 

“ I pray you to procure a remedy for these disorders, and I remain, 

“ Your most obedient and devoted servant, 

‘‘Oliveu Plunket. 

Dublin, 25th Sept., 1671.” 

P.S. — The Earl of Orrery published a proclamation against all 
Catholics, ecclesiastics, or laymen in Limerick ; he wishes that all should 
depart from the city; he is president of Munster, and but little friendly 
to the Viceroy who will assist us,” 

In the following year a Chapter of the Franciscan Fathers 
was convened at Elphin, and in a letter"* whose every sentence 
breathes the pastoral solicitude of the writer and his affectionate 
regard for the great order of St. Francis, he lays open to them 
the abuses which prevailed, and suggests the means by which 
they might be remedied. 

* We insert, in the original text, the letter referred to ; onr readers will 
admire its classical simplicity, and at the same time the lessons of wisdom 
which it dictates. 

“ Reverendi Patres, — Appidsus in Hibemiam tanqnam immeritus D. Patritii 
successor nihU habui antiquius, quam in cleri totius reformationem in Armac » 
provincia ita incumbere ut idem qua doctrina, qua ecclica. disciplina apprimo 
imbueretur. Et quamvis non pauca in clero religiose animadverterim, qua 
mihi videbantur non usq. adeo eorum institute consona, quseq. idem iustitutum 
etiam hoc in lleguo minus dcceant, ilia tamen divulgauda non censui, donee 
oppurtunitatem nauciscerer cadem 8U|>erioribus alicubi congregatis indicandi. 
Cum igitur non ita pridem accej^rim Siqieriores, et pnecipuos Ordinis vestri 
Patres coetum Elphinse celebraturos, mearum e.sse partium duxi nonnulla pro 
meo in Ordinem vestrum amore, et in provinciam meam zelo eid. csetui propo- 
nere, quibus mature perpensis meo, et plurium aliorum judicio, remedia quanto- 
cujus adhibenda sunt ; quibus fiet ut religiosi vestri optimo incolis exemplo, et 
summo toti provinciaj splendori, ac commodo sint deinceps futuri. 

“ Inprimis igitur quot in Armacana provincia conventus, totidem isthic propei 
modum tyrociuia reiierire est ; a meo in Hibemiam adventu tyrones admissi 
fuere Pontani, I)undalki«, Armachae, Duni, Petrafargusiaa, Dunegalliaa, 
Cavanachias, Athloniae, et alibi. In hisce et tot aliis couventibus apud 
tyrones nec chori simt, nec regularis observantia viget ; inter servos, ancillas, 
advenas, aliosq. promiscue versantur. lidem meusis inserviente^ quibus 
sseculares tarn viri quam foeminaj accumbunt, muudanis et futilibus intersuut 
colloquiis, quorum assuetudino fervor omnis, si quem hauserint, religiosas 
observantiiB et pietatis, nullo paene negotio evanescit. Insuper difficillime m his 
conventibuH re})eriri poterunt novitiorum magistri, muneris tam exiinii capaces, 
qui tyrones juxta lustituti, et vocationis suse normam, quo par est, houore, et 
fructu instruant. Peracto tyrocinio hue illuc ruri vagantur, et conventuum 
negotiis occupantur. Meo quidem quautulocumq. judicio, satius foret unicum 
in provincia Armac* conveutum assignare, in quo omnes istius provincia} novitii 
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These exhortations of Dr. Plunket, were not fruitless, but the 
zealous Primate deemed all partial remedies insufficient unless the 
occasion and very root of every abuse were removed. Hence, in 
1673, he renewed his solicitations to the Internuncio, to have the 
various Novitiates suppressed, writing as follows : — 

I have received your letter of the eighth of this month with the 
enclosure for the Father General of the Franciscans, and I shall have it 
safely delivered to him ; but, in my opinion, the multiplicity of 

tyrocinium nonercnt sumptibus eonun conventuum, a qxubus eo destinantur, ut 
procul a vulgi strepitu, et omnium illecebrarum immuncs soli Deo vacent, et 
Bolidarum fundamenta virtutum jaciant ; vel certo (quod optabilius) in ultra- 
marinas partes mittantur, puta Lovauium, llomam, I’ragam, vel Capranicam 
tyrocinii peragentli ergo ; quemadmoduiu enim anno tyrocinii expleto ad 

S rajdictas urbes studiorum, quidni etiam tyrocinii causa proficiscantur ? Hinc 
ujdex (ut alia taceam plurima) commodum in ssmiun ordinem, quia in 
novitios, redundabit. Inprimis aliorum ead. in domo commorantium fervor, 
et in vu-tutibus progrcssus tyronibus .stimido erit, ne sacri Instituti spiritum 
diviuitus inditum remittaut ; deinde tyrones in transmarinis partibus aberunt 
ab Omni pericido scandali, quo hie nonnull i patrum vestronim tarn eos, quam 
Bfficulares, quos in novitiorum professione adhibent convivas, non i)Ossunt non 
ofFendere, dum liberius vino adusto (vulgo a<piavita)) indulgent. Deo certe 
gratissimum foret, si Patres omnes hoc genere i)otus omnino a1>etinerent, a quo 
ipsi etiam sacerdotes saeciUares, quia ego illis severe interdixi, modo sibi tem- 
perant. 

“ Alterum est, quod vobis proponendum habui ajqnura esse, ut eum ssma. 
D. Francisci regulaet Ordiuis constitutiones mandent pedibus iter conficiendum, 
id omnes exocpiantur, quod non difficilius hoc in Regno, quam in Germania, 
Belgio, et alibi iiotest observari, quibus in RegnLs religiosi viri incommoda anni 
tempestate pedibus, et quidem nudis iter conficiunt, et pleriq. vestnim alias 
iisdem in locis fecerunt. Contra vero in variis hie conventibus vix reiieritur 
ullus sacerdos, qui non equo ipse, et famulo equite, dum aliquo est proticia- 
cendum, utatur : qiue famulonim et equonim multiplicitas non jiotest non magno 
conventibus oneri esse, quodq. sacellis aut eorum altaribus exomandis, ac libria 
emendis seponi passet, inutili equorum famulonimq. gregi alendo impenditur ; 
multos videre est nobiles, qui pedites incedunt, quidni id faciant ii, qui eo vi 
Regulfe a^lstringuntur, quod catholicis ccquo ac heteredoxis esset sedificationi, et 
nuilo incommoiio hoc in Regno fieri potest. 

“ Tertium hoc deniq. vos monitos velim, plerosq. seniorum put et juniomm 
Patrum multos pretiosiorem pannum, pileos gallieos, et collaria (vulgo cravatts) 
limbis dentatim textis omata, et id genus alia sumptibus non exiguis sibi compa- 
rare ; quibus emendis abstinendum, potius, et jiecunia in meliorem usum conver- 
tenda, tyronibus alendis, sacne suj>ellectili, libris ac hujusmodi rebus emendis 
ordiui vostro (quern multi vrum. dicunt gravi rerum fere omnium penuria 
lalxirare) proticuis, vel deniq. tyronibus in ultramarinas partes transvenendis. 
Quam plurimi nobiles toto anno Lemdensa, seu nostrate panno vestiuntur. Sed, 
inquies, hoc in Regno inter heterodoxos versamur ; esto sane, ipsi tamen minime 
advertent, an tu eques vel jiedes incedas, an panno et jiileo gallico, vel hibemico 
utaris, an tyrocinium unum vel plura instituas. Ilaic in ordinis vestri et 
jirovincio meie commodum insinuanda duxi, et responsum vestnim propediem 
prestolabor. 

• “Dublini, 30 Oct. 1672. 

“ Vestranim Paternitatum. 

“ Addictissimus, 
“OuvER Armagh. 

Patribus Ord. S. Franc. Cougregatis Elphinse.” 
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Novitiates can never be remedied until the Holy See will take the 
matter into its own hands, absolutely prohibiting the receiving of 
novices in this kingdom, or at least prescribing that, as there is 
only one Province, so also there shall be but one Novitiate, or at most 
two. It is certain that in my province there are twelve or thirteen 
Novitiates. There are also novitiates in the Provinces of Cashel, Tuam, 
and Dublin, in aU about thirty; they gather a crowd, and make 
bundles of every sort of herbs ; they sow gourds, and how can they 
gather melons ? Unless the Holy See will apply some remedy to these 
Novitiates, as was done by Innocent the lOth in my time in Italy, the 
matter cannot be remedied. A brief to the effect, either that only one 
Novitiate should be kept in this kingdom, or that the novices should 
be sent beyond the seas, as is done by the Jesuits and Capuchins, would 
be of the greatest use to this kingdom, — (1 8th August, 1673).” 

Another cause of annoyance to the Primate was found in the 
divisions and dissensions of some unworthy and ambitious members 
of this order. We have seen how the Guardian of Louvain referred 
to this same source of scandal, and, indeed, it was a natural con- 
sequence* of those abuses which Dr. Plunket so laboured to check. 
A division of Ireland into two Franciscan Provinces had long 
been contemplated by the superiors of that order, and urged by 
the Primate ; but those who fomented disorder, seeking to gratify 
their self-ambition, opposed this plan with all their might. On 
the 22nd of September, 1672, Dr. Plunket, thus writes on this 
subject, referring to some of those unworthy members: — 

“It is ambition that prevents their consenting to a division of 
the Province, although they are sure, as many of them declared to my- 
self, that it would be a source of perpetual peace to themselves and to 
others. The constant dissensions of the Franciscans, have for many 
years disturbed the spiritual tranquillity of this kingdom, and they still 
disturb it, and occasion great scandal to our flock, and to our ad- 
versaries. They sometimes even bring their trials before the secular 
tribunals. They make such a medley of novices, without education or 
virtue, and without any selection, that it is no wonder that scandals 
arise. They should send their novices to be trained at Louvain, or 
Prague, or Home. They have hero about seventy convents, which, in 
a kingdom with only one Provincial, cannot easily be governed. The 
Commissaries, Father James Darcy, and Father John Brady, get up 
factions here lest any division may be made. They have now the rod of 
government in their hands, and they hope to always have a finger in 
the management of matters, and they would sooner have it extend to 
the whole kingdom than to half. In three years it will fall to Armagh 
to have the Provincial, and this Brady is morally certain that ho shall 
bo elected, and hence, ho now does all in his power to prevent a di- 
vision, for he wishes to govern all and not a part. It was once com- 
manded In their Provincid Chapter that the Province should be divided, 
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but the war and other events prevented the decree from being carried 
into effect. Monsignore, I pray you not to attend to the complaints or 
threats of difliculties which some will propose against this division. 
Let a brief be published ordering the division to be made, so that Ulster 
and Connaught form one Province, and Leinster and Munster another, 
and all difficulties will at once disappear.’^ 

The persecution which soon burst upon the country blasted at 
once all the hopes of the re-establishment of discipline, and in a 
postscript to his letter of the 15th December, 1673, Dr. Plunket 
briefly remarks: — 

“ All the convents and novitiates are destroyed, and the novices are 
scattered throughout the country ; the last decree has also terminated 
the disputes of the Dominicans and Franciscans, both as to questing, 
and as to the convents. Dr. Plunket, Bishop of Meath, on account of 
his old age and the gout, has, though with difficulty, received 
permission to remain.” 

With the return of a momentary calm, returned also some of 
those disorders of which the Primate complained, and his zealous 
desire that his ecclesiastical Province should be a model of disci- 
pline and perfection to the Catholic world, was rekindled anew. 
Availing himself of the opportunity presented by his secretary 
and cousin, Michael Plunket, who was about to start for Rome to 
enter upon a course of studies at the Irish College in that City, 
the Archbishop wrote three letters, all dated loth August, 1676, 
addressed to the chief authorities in Rome, recapitulating in them 
the various abuses then prevailing, and the remedies by which 
they might be removed. One of these letters is addiessed to the 
Cardinal Protector of Ireland, and is as follows: — 

*‘Ideem myself in conscience obliged to represent and lay before 
your Eminence, with due submission, the measures which may conduce 
to the good of religion in this kingdom, and to point out the abuses 
which now retard its propagation and maintenance. And in the first 
place, the Novitiates of the Regulars do us much harm. They receive 
a number of Novices, and cannot give them proper instruction : they 
have no real convents, but live in a sort of huts, without choir and 
without due education. In the Province of Armagh alone the Fran- 
ciscans had 13 Novitiates. 

“ 2ndly. Various Colleges wore instituted in Romo, Salamanca, St. 
Jago, Lisbon, &c., by some pious founders, to educate Secular Priests, 
who, on finishing their studies, might return to labour in this vineyard : 
nevertheless the best students become Religious, and never return to 
this country, and thus the intention of the founders is frustrated, and 
,tho parishes here are left abandoned : a Decree for the various Irish 
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Colleges, similar to that made in regard of the Pontifical Colleges, 
would remedy all this disorder. 

“ Srdly. You will be pleased to intimate to the Superiors of the 
Religious in Rome, that no Religious be sent hither with the title of 
Missionary Apostolic without having first received faculty from the 
Sacred Congregation, et ah eadetn mittatur, which faculty they will be 
obliged to present to the Ordinary in whose Diocese they live. These 
points being arranged and decreed, great harmony and peace will be pro- 
moted here in ecclesiastical afiairs. The bearer, Mr. Michael Plunket, 
my cousin, who was also my Secretary for three years, will give you a 
more minute detail of our affairs here, and of all we have to suffer. He 
will act as our Agent until the arrival in Rome of Dr. James Cusack,* 
who was educated in Rome, and was afterwards a great preacher in 
English and Irish, a good Theologian and Canonist, but who cannot 
commence his journey before next spring. In the meantime 1 pray 
you to protect the bearer, and making you a profound reverence, and 
wishing you every felicity and a long life, I shall ever remain 

Your Eminence's 

“ Most humble and obliged, devoted servant, 

OlIVLE OJ AfiMAOlI. 

“Dublin, I5th August, 1676.’’ 

In one of his last letters, transmitted together with the Decrees 
of the Synod of Ardpatrick, and dated 10th of September, 1G78, 
Dr. Plunket, writing under his usual assumed name, Thomas Cox^ 
renews his solicitations to have the number of Novitiates lessened, 
and recommends the appointment of Dr. Tyrrell, Bishop of 
Clogher, who was an illustrious ornament of the Franciscan 
Order, as Apostolic Visitator of the Irish Province: — 

“ I have spoken,” he says, “ with some of the Superiors of the 
Pranciscans, who have four convents in my district : in one there are 
only two friars, in another four, in the others seven or five ; and I 
besought them to put them all the members in one or two convents, 
but they do not like to do it. Nothing stands in such need of 
reformation. I tire your Excellency and their Eminences with so 
many letters, but ‘ the zeal of the house of Ood hath eaten me up,* and 
I would wish that my Province, both as to the Secular and the Regular 

* He had at this time care of the Parish of Duleek, Diocese of Meath, and 
had been lately api)ointed Agent of the Irish Bishops in Rome. In a letter of 
the same date as that given above, but addressed to Monsig. Cerri, Secretary 
of Propaganda, and in which the same grievances are reported without important 
variation, the Primate adds concerning Dr. Cusack : — “ He stuilied in Rome, 
and laboured hero for thirteen years with great success : he is a gentleman' by 
birth, and more so by his deportment, and you will find him nowise inferior to 
the Agents his predecessors : he is a great preacher in English and Irisli, and 
besides the speculative sciences is well versed in Canon Law, and I think will 
fully satisfy their Eminences. But he cannot be ready or begin his journey till 
Spring.” 
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Clergy, should bo holy and good and observant. Monsignor Tyrrell 
was Secretary- General of the Order of St. Francis for twelve years ; 
he was also Dcfinitor General, Commissary, Visitator, &c., and no one 
knows their Rules better, and*wero he appointed by Brief Apostolic 
Visitator of the Franciscans in Ireland, I cannot say what good he would 
effect. Dear Monsignor, procure this favour from their Eminences, 
and you will render a great advantage to Religion : and I conclude 
with a profound reverence.” 

We have seen how Dr. Plunket, in his letter of the 15th of 
August, 1676, referred to the small number of students that 
returned from the colleges in Rome and other parts of the 
continent; in a preceding letter he had already indicated the 
same abuse, and together with it, a custom which introduced 
by some of the Catholic gentry, and at this time had grown 
beyond all due bounds: he thus writes on the 18th of August, 
1673:— 

“The Secular Clergy is too numerous: every gentleman desires a 
Chaplain, and is anxious to hear Mass in his room, under pretence of 
fear of the Government. They force the Bishops to ordain Priests, and 
afterwards they move the whole world in order to procure a Parish for 
this Priest, their dependent : the remedy for this would be to withdraw 
from me, and from all the Archbishops and Bishops of this kingdom, 
the faculty of ordaining extra tempora, and I beseech you to deprive us 
of this faculty. The Irish College in Rome only maintains seven, or at 
most eight students; that is, two for each province: and of these some 
die in Rome, and some become Religious, so that few remain for the 
Secular Clergy ; and so also it happens with two or three Colleges in 
Spain. As to those of Flanders, if you except Louvain, which also 
maintains but few, the others are only for belles lettres. In a word, 
in the province of Armagh there are only three that were educated in 
Rome ; that is. Dr. James Cusack, a man distinguished for his learning 
and prudence ; Dr. Ronan Magin, also sufficiently learned, and now 
Vicar Apostolic of Dromore ; and a certain Eugene Colgan, Ajchdeacon 
of Derry, a very learned man, and of exemplary life. These are the 
fruits of the Irish College as regards my province. There are three 
Dioceses of my province, that is to say, Raphoe, Derry, and Clogher, 
full of Protestants, Presbyterians. Anabaptists, Quakers, &c., if you 
could obtain two places for each of these three dioceses, it would be of 
great advantage for the maintenance and propagation of the faith in 
this province and in these dioceses. 

“Armagh, 18th August, 1673. 

“ Olives of Abmagu. 

“ To the Intemunzio in Brussells.” 

Whilst the good Archbishop thus zealously laboured to effect 
these reforms, the enemies of our Church deemed it a fit oppor- 
tunity to bring reproach upon the Irish Catholics, and heap 
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calumny upon the Primate himself ; and thus whilst on the one 
hand the evils were exaggerated, on the other, the manner of acting 
of the Archbishop was represented as most arbitrary and oppres- 
sive. To one of the accusations made against him Dr. Plunket 
thus alludes in his letter to Dr. Creagh,of 15th September, 1674: 

“ I received your two letters, one of the 1st of May, and the other 
of the 21st of July, to which I replied more diffusely through a friend 
who was going to London. I now say, as to the principal points, that 
I never preached or spoke either before or after Mass against friars or 
regulars in gentre, specis aut in individuo : so that aU this is a mere 
calumny and falsehood.” 

To another somewhat similar accusation he refers in his letter 
of 30th August, 1678: — 

” They published against me,” he says, “ as I learned from his Emi- 
nence Cardinal Howard, that I made a decree in a Congregation or 
Synod of Armagh, to the efifect that the clerics with the four minor 
orders should take precedence of all the Regulars of this kingdom. This 
information is manifestly false ; and surely these insidious informers 
and forgers should be punished according to the ecclesiastical law and 
the canons.” 

In a letter of Dr. Brennan, under date 14th November, 1672, 
reference is made to these misrepresentations circulated by some 
discontented persons: — 

“ They consider the Archbishop of Armagh their adversary ; they 
say that they have learned by letters from Rome, that he sent a report 
to the Sacred Congregation, full of lies and calumnies against them ; 
forsooth,_ that they were of no use ; that they became heretics ; that they 
annoyed the bishops and priests. They even sent around a circular to 
be signed by the bishops in contradiction of the pretended accusations; 
this circular was sent to me for signature by the Father Commissary ; 
I replied that 1 would attest the good affected by the order; that they 
do not become heretics, that they even convert many heretics ; but that 
I would not attest that they maintain amicable relations with the 
bishops and priests, or that many of them do not exercise parochial 
functions contradicente episcopo, because I was aware of the contrary; 
in these terms I gave my attestations and not otherwise.” 

Another important letter on this subject Is that addressed by 
Dr. Plunket to the Internunzio on the 26th of September, 1673, 
in which whilst he repudiates the calumnious accusations made 
against our Church in Rome, he at the same time plainly states 
the true evils that required the solicitude of the Holy See : — 

” Your letter of the 8th inst. wisely admonishes me to avoid all 
occasions which might give pretext to the threatened persecution. I 
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will be sure to carry it out to the letter, and indeed during the whole 
past year, I took care that no synods or provincial councils or assem- 
blies of the clergy should be held by the bishops, which indeed proved 
of great advantage to those who conformed to my council. The Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, however, held three or four assemblies in Dublin 
itself, and provoked the rage of the whole government, and gave great 
umbrage to the Earl of Essex, our Viceroy, a wise and prudent man, who 
does not willingly give annoyance to those who live in peace. The 
same Archbishop, during the past four years, waged an open war against 
the Duke of Ormond, who is the most powerful subject of his Majesty 
in this kingdom, and you know that it is not safe to assail the powerful, 
nemo patentee aggredi tutm potest. 

As to what you command, that I should write to Monsignor Secre- 
tary, I shall obey; it will be necessary, however, for Monsignor 
Secretary to give a copy of my letters to Dr. Creagh, that thus he may 
refresh the memory of his Excellency, and expedite the transaction of 
our affairs ; for Monsignor Secretary is often overwhelmed with business 
touching the affairs of so many kingdoms and missions, and I well know 
from my experience in Rome, that such an agent is necessary to call 
his attention to our business. I believe that Monsignor Ravizza is 
now returned from Portugal ; if I write a separate letter to Dr. Creagh, 
the expense will be increased, and hence I pray «you to write to the 
Monsignor, requesting him to show my letter to Dr. Creagh. 

** As to the dissensions of the Catholics, of which you speak, I see 
here, on the contrary, great concord ; nor do I see any divisions 
whatsoever amongst ecclesiastics, and did such exist I should know 
it, as I receive letters every week from all the Archbishops and Bishops, 
and when any discord arises, they write to me at once, and you may 
rest assured that, of all that happens, you shall have a sincere and per- 
fect account, without any partiality or passion. 

I wrote to you on former occasions that it is necessary to take away 
from the bishops the faculty of ordaining extra temper a, and to send a 
brief that no more novices be received amongst us. Such a brief 
would effect great good, or rather an exceeding great good in this king- 
dom. The Franciscans alone have twelve or thirteen Novitiates in the 
one province of Armagh ; imagine, then, how many there are in the 
other provinces. The Dominicans are more moderate and circumspect, 
they have only five Novitiates in my province ; but as there is only one 
provincial for each order, so also there should be only one Novitiate, or 
at most two ; however, it will be better that they should have none for 
a few years. I write continually on this matter, because I see the great 
necessity there is for it, and I fear that a great tempest will one day 
arise, unless a remedy be soon applied to this root of many future 
disorders.” 

The zeal of Dr. Plunket was tempered by prudence and 
charity, and even those who were most irregular and disorderly 
in their conduct were, on their conversion, treated by him with 
special kindness and regard. We have an illustrious example of 
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this in his receiving back to the bosom of the Church a wretched 
apostate named Martin French. This man had been a member of 
the Augustinian order, but setting aside all laws, ecclesiastical and 
divine, had refused to listen to the voice of his legitimate supe- 
riors, and even summoned the Archbishop of Tuam before the 
secular courts, accusing him, under the statute, of 'praemunire — 
that is, of exercising foreign jurisdiction in the British dominions. 
In consequence of these accusations the Archbishop was detained 
for many months in prison, and even for some time was in great 
danger of being led to the sc.affold. Dr. Plunket, on the 24th of 
April, 1671, thus refers to the sufferings of this Archbishop: — 

“ The good Archbishop of Tuam was imprisoned anew during the 
past Lent, on the accusations of Martin French, and was found guilty of 
prtemunire — that is, of exercising foreign jurisdiction, but now, having 
given security, he is allowed to be at liberty till the next sessions of 
August; but Nicholas Plunket, who is the best lawyer in the kingdom, 
tnd the only defender that the poor ecclesiastics have in such circum- 
stances, writes that he should appeal from the courts of Galway to the 
supreme jurisdiction of Dublin, in which there is greater equity.” 

- On the trial being sent to Dublin, French did not appear to 
prosecute, and soon afterwards, touched by repentance, he peti- 
tioned the Primate to pardon him his guilt and re-admit him to 
the bosom of the holy Church. The good prelate, moved b^ 
his prayers, and still more by the tears which testified his 
horror for the coui'se of crime he had pursued, absolved him, in 
the name of the Holy See, from the censures he had incurred, 
and wrote most pressing letters to the Archbishop of Tuam, 
praying him to receive back the prodigal child, and reinstate 
him in the household of God. It was thus Dr. Lynch himself 
wrote, on the 17th of September, 1671, to the Internunzio in 
Brussels. After stating that French had repented of his crimes, 
he adds: — 

He had recourse to the mist illustrious Lord Primate, who freed 
him from censures, and more than once notified the same to us by 
letters, praying also and beseeching us that we would admit to our 
communion this man, no longer subject to censures or irregularities, 
and that w^e would cast every fault, if there w^ere any, upon his own 
shoulders ; and to this testimony we have given every credence.” 

Dr. Plunket received instructions from Rome, in 1671, to 
remove from the Irish province, two religious who had been 
connected with the proceedings of Peter Walsh, by name 
Coppinger and Harold, and to place them in some convent of the 
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Franciscan order on the Continent. In reply he writes, con- 
cerning Coppinger, that he will use all possible diligence, and 
that he has no doubt there would be no difficulty in inducing him 
to depart, especially as he had heard that “ with the exception 
of these dissensions he was an excellent man.” — (22nd Sept. 
1672.) 

In another letter Dr. Plunket gives further details regarding 
his success in executing this commission of the Holy See : — “ As 
1 wrote on a former occasion I intimated to Coppinger to meet 
me in the vicinity of Dublin. He obeyed, and undertook a long 
and toilsome journey. Many difficulties were made, but at length 
he submitted. If 1 am not deceived Father Coppinger is an 
exceedingly good man, and, moreover, a good religious; and 
were it not that he was led astray in these late disturbances, he 
would deserve ever^ favour: even his adversaries never had any- 
thing to reproach him with as to his conduct and morals. I pray 
you to send this letter to Rome. May the Almighty be ever 
praised: I have undertaken nothing since my arrival in this 
kingdom that has not been prospered by God.” — 3rd November, 
1672. 

Three days later he wrote again to the Internunzlo con- 
firming the same intelligence, and stating, moreover, that “ he had 
exhorted Coppinger to present himself to the Archbishop of 
Dublin, and place his retractation in his hands.” A letter of the 
same Father was transmitted to Rome, written immediately after 
his first conference with the Primate, and in it, whilst he declares 
his submission to the superiors of his order, and to the Sacred 
Congregation, he adds: “The most illustrious Primate of this 
kingdom, some weeks ago, wrote to me to meet him at Dublin. 
I travelled one hundred Irish miles, and suffered a great deal in 
this unclement season to meet his wishes: he proposed many 
motives and strong reasons why I should obey the Very Rev. 
Father Geanor, and other superiors of my order in this king- 
dom.” 

As to Harold, Dr. Plunket was equally successful. His letter 
of the 20th of January, 1672, breathes his characteristic spirit of 
benevolence, and in it he particularly dwells on the good qualities 
of this religious, and on the happy fruits that might be expected 
from his zeal, should he obey the commands of the Sacred Con- 
gregation : — 

“ To my great grief, the rumour prevails here and in London, that 
the Viceroy will have to change his quarters and return to his own 
country, and that the new Viceroy will bo the Earl of Essex, a man, 
they say, prudent and wise, but we do not know what his senti- 
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mcnts are towards the Catholics ; however, we must only sail according 
to the winds. I received the amount of 60 scudi from Monsignor 
Sarcefield, and Father Harold has been here for the last four weeks at 
his own expense. I have not given him anything as yet, and no ship 
can be found bound for those parts. I also have been here (Dublin) 
for eighteen days, at great expense, wdth four horses and three servants, 
for no other purpose than to see him embarked, and to give him a part 
of the money here ; he shall receive the remainder on his arrival at his 
destination in termino ad quern. I have at length come to the resolu- 
tion to allow him to pass through England, for I do not see what injury 
can be done by it, especially as he himself is indifferent as to what 
journey he should make. Moreover, at this season of the year, it is 
somewhat dangerous to undertake a long sea voyage — and, as I said, I 
do not know what injury can come from his journey to England ; had 
he been desirous to go thither to make any arrangement with Peter 
Walsh, he might have gone there long since of his own accord, for he did 
not acknowledge the authority of Father Geanor, but only of Coppin- 
ger. Moreover, he promises to bring Walsh to a better sense of his duty, 
and to make known his sentiments to your Excellency, and to do all in 
his power to convince him of his folly. I shall .give a third part of the 
money here, and send the remainder to Father Howard, who can give 
him the balance when embarking in London for Ostend or Dunkirk. I 
deem Father Harold a man of honour, and, with the exception of this 
late dissension, in which he set himself to sustain the part of Cop- 
pinger, a good man and an exemplary religious, well versed in theology, 
and should he obey (and I think he will submit to all the commands of 
your Excellency), he will be a very useful subject, being also a good 
preacher in the Irish language. Monsignore, this commission to bring 
him to submission has already cost me more than 40 scudi, but for the 
service of God and of the Holy See I would sell even the pectoral and 
the mitre. — (20th January, 1672.)” 


One of those lovers of inobservance who had occasioned most 
annoyance to the Primate was a Franciscan father named Felix 
O’Neill. Amongst other things, in his over-zeal for the privi- 
leges of his order, he had broached many propositions which 
occasioned scandal to the laity and the clergy ; even after his 
being reconciled to the Primate, he seems to have retained a 
secret enmity against him, and many, too, imputed to him a share 
in that sacrilegious plot which a few years later led the holy 
Archbishop to Tyburn. But far, far, were all such sentiments 
of secret rancour from the bosom of Dr. Plunket. The following 
is the letter addressed to the Internuncio on receipt of the 
retractation of O’Neill, in which we shall easily recognize the 
sentiments of the good pastor on finding the strayed one of his 
fold : — 


“ Father Felix O’Neill explains the propositions that ho made use of. 
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that, forsooth, the flock is not bound to support the parish-priest ; and 
that his Holiness could not suppress the order of 8t. Francis. He 
explains them, as you will see from the annexed letter, which he sent 
to the guardian of Dublin, and he is ready to submit himself to holy 
Church, and to the Holy See. He also came to me, and he promises 
submission for the future ; and he will do the same with the Bishop of 
Clogher; and I am greatly rejoiced at it, because this reconciliation 
will give great peace to my districts ; and as hitherto 1 deemed this 
Father Felix deserving of reprehension on account of his manner of 
teaching and acting, so now, is he worthy of praise for having overcome 
himself by performing these generous acts of peace and reconciliation 
for the common good. And as he is of noble family, both by the father’s 
and the mother's side, he can do great good in the whole province, in 
which he is closely related to the highest nobility. I am desirous to 
animate him and console him, that be may be reconciled with the Bishop 
of Clogher and with me, in order to propagate and preserve our holy faith 
in this kingdom ; and I beseech you to write a courteous and loving 
letter to the same father, praising him and consoling him, as also to 
send this letter to Monsignor Cerri (Secretary of Propaganda), and I 
pray him to make this known to their Eminences and to write likewise 
to the same father, for this will be of great advantage to the spiritual 
interests and tranquillity of my districts, &c. 

“DubUn, 27, Sept. 1678. 

“ Thomas Cox. 

“ (Oliver of Armagh.)” 

Thus the interests of religion and the glory of God were the 
sole springs of every action of the Primate, and a paternal affec- 
tion was sure to greet the sinner on his repentance. This truly 
divine, not human, zeal, implied another feature, which is not less 
clearly recognized in the actions of Dr. Plunket, namely, that 
when he discovered himself in error he did not hesitate to avow 
it, and retract the injury which, perchance, he might have done. 
A noble instance of this Is presented in his letter of 21st Sep- 
tember, 1678 : — 

” Some time since you asked me for an account of Dr. Cornelius 
Daly, but as he was then in Paris, I besought you to write to that 
city, and soon after I received information that he was a Jansenist, 
factious, &c. I now find that the information thus conveyed to mo 
was false, for as he at present is here in Ireland, I conversed with him ; 
and I find him wholly opposed to the Jansenists, and he subscribed 
in my presence the formula condemnatory of Jansenism ; and I find 
him well versed in theology, and in the canons, and in cases of con- 
science, and he is, in my opinion, a modest, exact, and exemplary 
ecclesiastic, of grave and good deportment, being about forty years of 
ago ; and to say the truth, I saw but few returning from Paris 
with better ecclesiastical qualities; and in my humble opinion ho is 
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deserving of any dignity that he may be promoted to. I pray your 
excellency to write to Monsignor Cerri in his favour, that he may be 
appointed Vicar Apostolic of Ardfert and Aghadoe, which two small 
dioceses have been united for forty years, as also to send this letter to 
Monsignor Cerri. Dr. Daly can affect great good in these dioceses ; he is 
a good preacher, and can labour well in propagating and preserving the 
faith ; and I remain with profound veneration, 

*‘21 Sept. 1678. “Thomas Cox. 

“ To M. Pruisson, Brussells. (Oliver of Armagh.)” 

Thougli the zeal of Dr. Plunket was more than ever exercised 
in coiTecting the abuses and disorders of some houses, or some 
members of the P'ranciscan institute, yet, far was the good prelate 
from seeking to reflect discredit on that holy order, or from being 
animated with any sentiments in its regard save those of esteem 
and love. We have already seen how he extolled the zeal and 
learning of many of its members, and how well he was aware of 
the glory which was shed upon religion in Flanders, Germany, 
Italy, and Spain, by the Irish children of St. Francis. But it 
was his desire, as he himself avowed, that his province, “ both as to 
the secular and the regular clergy should be holy, good, and obser- 
vant," (10th Sept. 1678), and hence he laboured incessantly that 
every disorder should be rooted out, and every occasion of irre- 
gularity be removed; and even in his dying words upon the 
scaffold, he declared — 

“ By preaching, and teaching, and statutes, have I endeavoured to 
bring the clergy of which I had the care, to a due comportment, 
according to their calling ; and though thereby I did but my duty, yet 
some who would not amend, had a prejudice for me j and especially 
my accusers, to whom 1 did endeavour to do good. . . But you see 

how I am requited ; and how, by false oaths, they brought me to this 
untimely death ; which wicked act being a defect of persons, ought not 
to reflect upon the order of St. Francis, or upon the Roman Catholic 
clergy ; it being well know that there was a Judas among the twelve 
apostles, and a wicked man called Nicholas among the seven deacons ; 
and even, as one of the said deacons, to wit, holy Stephen, did pray for 
those who stoned him to death, so do I for those who, with peijuries 
spill my innocent blood, saying, as St. Stephen did, * 0 Lord, lay not 
this sin to them.’ ” 

There were some, however, who passing over the true bounds 
of Christian charity, and imputing to the whole body the irregu- 
larities and disorders of a few individual members, heaped 
calumnies upon the Order of St. Francis, and soon after the death 
of Dr. Plunket petitioned the Holy See, that it might be wholly 
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suppressed in Ireland, or, at least, that those Colleges which the 
order possessed upon the Continent, should be withdrawn from its 
guardianship. These calumnies gave occasion to many of the 
Irish Bishops to rc-echo the sentiments of Dr. Plunket, and 
whilst they condemned the scandalous life of some individuals 
of that Order, to extol the zeal and fruitful labours of the others. 
We shall here present the letter written on this occasion, by the 
bosom friend of the deceased Primate, the Archbishop of Cashel, 
who, as he shared in the privations and persecutions of Dr. 
Plunket, so, too, we may rest assured, shared with him the noble 
sentiments which he now uttered in regard of the calumniated 
Order of St. Francis. This letter is dated 20th September, 1684, 
and is as follows: — 

“ The Franciscan Fathers of this Kingdom, finding themselves accused 
before their Eminences (as they assert), for the many and frequent dis- 
orders committed by certain individuals of that Order, and fearing that 
some stigma or chastisement might bo inflicted to the detriment of the 
entire province, regarding the government of those Colleges which they 
possess in Catholic countries ; lately summoned here a provincial 
Chapter, and wrote various letters to persons of authority in Rome, 
excusing themselves, and praying that the disorders of individuals 
should not prejudice the common good of the province and of the 
nation ; on this occasion they pressed me to concur in their petition, 
and add my supplication in their favour. I confess there are some 
amongst them of scandalous life, but these are very few, compared 
with the great number of Fathers who are hero of exemplary life, and 
of great zeal and learning, who labour incessantly, and with abundant 
fruit for the glory of God, and the salvation of souls. I may even add 
confidentially, that the Franciscan Fathers of strict observance in this 
Kingdom do more good than any other religious Order. I pray, there- 
fore, your Excellency to grant your protection and favor to these 
Fathers, procuring that they may continue in the government of their 
Colleges, and that their agent may alsa exercise his office in the Roman 
Court as heretofore. I have no doubt that great advantage will accrue 
from this determination to our holy faith in these countries, and hence 
it is deserving of the benign protection of your zeal. May God grant 
to your Excellency many and happy years, for the benefit of holy 
Church, and I remain, with sincere reverence, &c..* 

“ John, Archbishop of Cashel. 

“20th September, 1684.” 

• See Appendix, No. 20; 
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EFFORTS OF DR. PLUNKKT TO EDUCATE HIS FLOCK. 

In the preceding pages we were more than once obliged to refer 
incidentally to the schools erected by Dr. Plunkct ; but he 
refers so frequently in his letters to education, and supplies such 
abundant information regarding the Collegiate Institutions on the 
continent for the instruction of the Irish Catholic youth, that we 
have deemed it expedient to devote a special chapter to the 
subject. 

The thirst for knowledge ever displayed by the people of 
Ireland, from the first era of their enlightenment by Catholic 
faith, is proverbial. During her ages of peace and prosperity, 
Seminaries and other Institutions of learning were everywhere 
scattered throughout the land. Science, exiled from the conti- 
nent, found a secure asylum on our shores ; and from the Monas- 
teries and Schools of Ireland went forth an innumerable host of 
holy and learned men to rekindle in the kingdoms of Europe 
the lamp of knowledge, and to confer on them the blessings of 
civilization and religion. St. Bernard writes that “ from Ireland, 
as from an overflowing stream, crowds of holy men descended on 
foreign nations;” and a Saxon writer, Aldhelm,* describes our 
country as “ rich in the wealth of science,” and “ as thickly set 
with learned men as the poles are with stars.” The German his- 
torian, Gorres, contemplating the Irish Church at that period, 
cries out — “ while the flames of war were blazing around her, 
the green Isle enjoyed the sweets of repose. When we look into 
the ecclesiastical life of this people, we are almost tempted to 
believe that some potent spirits transported over the sea the cells 
of the vallej' of the Nile, with all their hermits — its monasteries, 
with all their inmates, and had settled down in the Western 
Isle ! — an Isle which in the lapse of three centuries gave eight 
hundred and fifty saints to the Church— ^wori over to Christianity 
the north of Britain, and soon after a large portion of the yet 
pagan Germany; and while it devoted the utmost attention to 
the sciences, cultivated with special care mystical contempla- 
tion in her religious communities as well as in the saints whom 
they produced.” Eric of Auxerre, and other writers, speak with 
rapture of the learned men who, in the reign of Charlemagne, 


• See letter preserved in Usher’s Syllogt. 
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hastened “ in swarms” to the shores of France ; and even as late as 
the eleventh century we find that Sulgenus, the holy Bishop of 
St. David’s, went to Ireland to cultivate tlie pursuits of litera- 
ture; “for that country,” adds his cotemporary biographer, “ is 
renowned for its wondrous wisdom.” 

“ Icit ad Jlibernos sophia mirabili claros** 

Six centuries of devastation, of plunder, and of ruin ensued ; 
religious persecution was added to national strife, and soon the 
garden became as a wilderness, and learning seemed exiled 
from the land. In the year 1581 it was enacted by Parliament 
that — 

“ Any person keeping a school- master who shall not repair to the 
Established Chnrch shall forfeit £10 per month." 

Other acts of Parliament followed in quick succession. We 
shall give but a brief epitome of them : — 

“ If a Catholic kept a school, or taught any person — Protestant or 
Catholic — any species of literature or science, such teacher was, for the 
crime of teaching, punishable by law by banishment ; and if he returned 
from banishment, he was subject to be hanged as a felon.” 

“ If a Catholic, whether a child or adult, attended, in Ireland, a 
school kept by a Catholic, or was privately instructed by a Catholic, 
such Catholic, although a child in its early infancy, incurred a for- 
feiture of all il* property, present or future." 

“ If a Catholic child, however young, was sent to any foreign 
country for education, such infant child incurred a similar penalty — 
that is, a forfeiture of all right to property, present or prospective.” 

“ If any person in Ireland made any remittance in money or goods 
for the maintenance of any Irish child educated in a foreign country, 
such person incurred a similar forfeiture.”! 

All this, however, did not suflSce ; and British legislation was 
said to have attained its perfection, and pacified Ireland, only 
when all our Catholic inhabitants were pent up in the various 
precincts of Connaught: — when emigration from the immediate 
districts assigned to them was made punishable with death, 
without trial or form of law ; — when it was commanded that all 
priests should be hanged without mercy ; — that all the Inhabitants 
should take the oath of abjuration, if presented to them, under 
penalty of forfeiting two-thirds of their goods and chattels ; and 


• See Montalembert, Les Moines d’Occidciit, vol. 2, book 7th, where he 
treats of St. Columbanus and other Irish Saints. See also Ozauam, Etudes 
Germaniques, t. % p. 99. 

t Memoirs of IreUnd, &c., hj D. O'ConnelL 
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when, in fine, its legislature enacted regarding education — “ that 
all Catholic children attaining the age of twelve years were to be 
taken from their parents and educated in England in the princi- 
ples of the Protestant religion.”* Thus nothing remained for 
our forefathers but to renounce the pursuit of learning, or to 
drink in, at poisoned sources, the waters of knowledge. The 
eager desire of some to penetrate the depths of science induced 
them to frequent Protestant schools, and imperil the precious 
treasure of their faith. Often, however, even during this period 
of persecution, did the Pastors raise their warning voices to make 
known to their flocks the snare which was laid for them ; and often 
did they lament the dread evils which threatened our country, 
and which it seemed beyond their power to avert. Thus the 
bosom friend of our Primate, Dr. Brennan, then Bishop of Water- 
ford, giving a “ Report” of his Diocese to the Sacred Congrega- 
tion, on the 20th September, 1675, writes: — 

** A good education and instruction is much wanting for the Catholic 
youth of this country, for, in consequence of the penal laws, no 
Catholic is allowed to act as schoolmaster ; so that our youth are 
obliged to seek instruction from Protestant teachers — a sad misfortune 
indeed, which will one day produce great evils.”f 

When he was transferred to Cashel his sentiments remained 
unchanged, and in another “ Report” to the Holy See, dated 
from Kilcash, 9th November, 1687, he thus writes: — 

“ By the penal laws Catholics are prohibited to keep schools, in 
order that our students may be compelled to frequent the schools of 
Lutheran masters, to be there imbued with Protestant doctrine and 
morality. To repel this danger, some Catholic masters kept private 
schools, to instruct the Catholic children in letters and in the principles 
of faith — not without their own great risk; and many of them, on 
this account, have suffered imprisonment and pecuniary lines. 

* See O’ Conor’s “History of the Irish Catholics.’’ The last ordinance of 
Parliament referred to was sanctioned in 1657. A very ancient MS. copy of this 
Act of Parliament is preserved in the Barberini Library. 

t Alla gioventu Cattolica di questo paese manca di molto la buona erudi- 
zione ed ammaestramento, mentre in vigore delle leggi penali non h lecito a 
niim Cattolico di fare il maestro di scuola, talche i nostri giovani sono neces- 
sitati d’imparare da maestri Protestanti ; cosa dolorosa che sarii di pregiudizio 
in temiK) avvenire. Archiv. de Propag. Scritt. Rif Irh vol. 3. 

^Per le le^ sudette (penali) vien anche inibito ai Cattolici di tener 
scuole accib li nostri studenti si necessitasscro di freqvientare le scuole di 
maestri Luterani ]>er ivi imbeverlsi della dottriiia e costumi Protestanti. Per 
oviare a qixesto pericolo, parecchi maestri Cattolici tenevano scuole private per 
instruir la gioventh Cattolica neUe lettere e nei princijxii della fede ; non senza 
pericolo di tali maestri, molti del quali lianno patito le carceri e multe pecu- 
niaric per tal esorcizio. Archiv. Propagand. 
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Dr. Plunket lamented no less than the Archbishop of Cashel 
the dangers arising from irreligious instruction. In one of his 
letters he writes that “ Ii-ish talent is excellent and acute, especially 
that of Ulster;” and adds, “ but what does this avail when it 
cannot be cultivated; the richest land without the plough-share 
or the spade can yield but little fruit; and here, in consequence 
of the penal laws, we can have no fixed Catholic schools ;” and 
again, writing to the Internunzio on the 22nd September, 1672, 
he states that before the opening of his schools the Catholics were 
obliged “ to send their children to Protestant mastei's, and thus 
incur great danger as to their faith ; for you can well understand 
how easily young shoots receive a wrong bent, unless they be 
properly trained from the commencement.” In a preceding letter, 
too (26th April, 1671), when praying for some assistance to sup- 
port Catholic teachers, he adds — “ Let us aid the poor children, 
many of whom have been perverted by going to Protestant 
schools.” 

At every interval of peace and toleration, it was the first 
thought of the Catholic prelates to establish colleges and schools. 
Thus in 1641, before the threats of extermination compelled the 
Irish to rise in arms, and plunged once more our country into all 
the horrors of invasion and civil strife, the Jesuit Fathers had 
opened schools, to the great joy* of all the Catholics in Dublin, 
Drogheda, Kilkenny, Ross,Wexford, Clonmel, Waterford, Cashel, 
Cork, Limerick, and Galway. From a paper written not long after 
by FatherWilliam Salinger, S.J. andentitled “ An Answer to some 
Calumnies against the Jesuit Order,” we learn that Dr. Hugh 
O’Reilly, Archbishop of Armagh, had resolved on the establish- 
ment of two colleges, one of which should be placed at Armagh. 
Dr. Thomas Walsh, Archbishop of Cashel, founded one college, 
and collected a large sum of money for the establishment of 
another, but the sums collected by him were appropriated to other 
objects in consequence of the war. Dr. John De Burgo was 
engaged preparing for a like foundation ; the Bishop of Meath 
had already opened one such institution and contemplated the 
establishment of another. Dr. Francis Klrwan, Bishop of Killala, 
had promoted the foundation of another seminary. 

A like spirit seems to have animated the lay leaders of the 
Catholic party, and the renowned General of Ulster, Own Roe 
O’Neil, who for his martial spirit and continual life in the camp, 
and struggles in the field of battle, we should suppose would 
have little leisure for reflecting on the necessity of Catholic 
instruction, had resolved on the establishment in Ulster of four 


• Summo cum fructu et satisfactione. — MS. mox. citand. 
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colleges, “that from them, as he alleged, might proceed the refor- 
mation of morals, and the due and sufficient Christian education 
of the youth and people.’’ He even had marked out the place 
and site for these colleges, and often publicly spoke of them.* 

We learn, moreover, from the “ annual letters” of the Society 
of Jesus, that even when the country was laid waste by the 
Cromwellians, and the clergy were everywhere forced to seek 
refuge in the woods and mountains; they souglit to keep alive 
the spark of learning as well as of religion, and in particular this 
is recorded of Father James Ford, who, in the middle of a vast 
bog, choosing out a spot of more than ordinary consistency, built 
a little house on it, whither a large number of youths soon flocked, 
who erected little huts all around, and then the good Father 
instructed them, at the same time, in science and in virtue 
(litterarum studiis et virtutum), and the writer adds “that the 
disciples vied with their master in enduring, not only with for- 
titude, but even with joy, all the inconveniences to which they 
were then exposed.” (Status Soo. J. an. 1654.) 

It cannot, then, surprise us that one of the first thoughts of 
Dr. Plunket on his arrival in Ireland should be to procure such 
Catholic schools, and to realise, at least in part, the project of the 
great Ulster leader of the Catholic interests. Before the month 
of July, 1670, he had completed a college for three Jesuit 
Fathers, and it soon numbered no fewer than 150 pupils within 
its ■w'alls. To maintain this college, the good Prelate, as we have 
seen in the last chapter, often deprived himself even of the 
necessaries of life, and clothed himself in the plainest raiment. 
The Sacred Congregation of Propaganda soon came to his aid ; 
and till the time when a new outburst of persecution scattered to 
the winds this noble work of the Primate, 150 scudi were allowed 
each 3 'ear for the maintenance of his teachers. The Lord 
Lieutenant gave a tacit consent to the erection of this college, 
and many of the Protestant gentry, on witnessing its fruits, 
became its warm advocates, and even sought for their children 
the benefits of its instruction. But the happy results and 
success of these schools will be best learned from the letters 
of the Archbishop himself. 

One of the most interesting of these letters! is addressed to 

* Sallinger, ut supra : nimus Ultouiae Generalis Eugenius O’Nellua statuit ac 
promisit, ut in Ultoma,fundarentur collegia quatuor, unde dicebat ille, juventutis 
ac populi Christiana proba et urbana educatio et moriun procederet reformatio ; 
collegiis illis apta loca et coramoda designavit ac publice saepius nominavit. 

t I owe this letter to the kindness of my esteemed friend, Rev. C. P. 
Meehan, to whom all lovers of Ireland are so much indebted for Ixis untiring 
zeal in promoting our national literature. 
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Father Oliva, General of the Society of Jesus, and in it 
he acquaints him with the establishment of the college, and 
the happy fruits which were there produced' by the zealous 
members of his order. It is a curious incident that the original 
of this letter is now preserved in the library of Trinity College; 
it seems to have never reached its destination, having been, 
probably, intercepted by the government. It is as follows: — 


“ Very Reverend Father. — Dr. Creagh, the agent of the Prelates 
of this kingdom in the Roman court, has written to me declaring his 
many obligations to your Paternity for your affability, kindness, and 
patronage in his regard, which is of great assistance to him. By long 
experience in Rome, I learned how great a benefactor you were, and 
your kindness has been experienced in like manner by all my fellow- 
countrymen in Rome ; each and every one of whom attest your 
anxiety in their regard, and as they cannot otherwise correspond with 
this kindness and prove their gratitude, than by loving and doing good 
to the members of your Order in this kingdom, I can assure you that 
in this they are not cold or negligent, and the Fathers, on the other 
hand, by the great good which they do, merit to be thus loved, praised, 
and caressed. I have three Fathers in the Diocese of Armagh, who 
by their virtue, learning, and labours, would suffice to enrich a 
kingdom. 

The founder of the Armagh Residence is Father Stephen Rice, a 
learned man, successful in preaching, prudent in his labours, and of 
profound religious virtue, nor is he ever weary of teaching, instructing, 
and attending to the pupils and to the young priests, of whom he is 
the examiner and director. Oh ! how much he had to suffer during 
the past two years and four months, in founding that residence, sudavit 
et aUit, and he is so modest, so reserved, that he seems as though he 
had como on yesterday from the novitiate of St. Andrew’s. He was 
educated in Flanders, where, indeed, he was imbued with the true 
spirit of the society ; he retains that spirit, and is a son worthy of 
such a Father as St. Ignatius ; in a word. Father Rice is another 
Father Young.* 

The second is Father Ignatius Browne, a celebrated preacher in the 
English language, a learned man, and of exemplary life. He was 
educated in Spain, and preaches on every festival with great applause 
in the principal chapel. 

“ The third is Father Murphy, a good theologian, and good reli- 
gious : he also preaches well in Irish, and is a young man of great 
talent. 

There is a lay-brother named Nicholas, who is like a real brother 
of Brother George of holy memory. 

In the schools there are 150 boys ; for the greater part children of 
the Catholic nobility and gentry, and there are also about 40 children 

* A distinguished Irish Jesuit. 
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of the Protestant gentry. You may imagine what envy it excites in 
the Protestant masters and ministers to see the Protestant cliildren 
coming to the schools of the society. 

“ In the city of my diocese, where their residence is, there are also 
houses of the Dominicans, Franciscans, August! nians, and Capuchins ; 
the city is called Drogheda, or Driat in our English and Irish lan- 
guages, and Fontana in Latin : it is distant from Dublin as far as 
Tivoli from Home ; it is a maritime port, situated on the noble river 
Boyne, or Boina, and from its bridge {pons) it derives its Latin name 
Pontana. It is well supplied with corn, with flesh of every descrip- 
tion, and with fish. The country around is for the most part inhabited 
by orthodox noblemen and gentlemen, and in the city there are rich 
merchants and respectable artisans. 

“ When I introduced the Fathers to my diocese, and the schools 
commenced to flourish. Dr. Talbot reprehended the undertaking as 
rash, imprudent, precipitous, and vain, and said that it would be short- 
lived, especially in such a busy city. But he was only half acquainted 
with the matter. The Viceroy, my Lord Berkeley, was most friendly 
to me, and esteemed me much more than I deserved — et in verbo ipsius 
laxavi rete — and I founded the residence ; and the present Viceroy, the 
Earl of Essex, a wise, prudent, and moderate man, is nowise inferior 
to his predecessor in his kindness towards me, as also to the schools. As 
they have lasted these two years and four months, so we may hope that 
God, through the intercession of St. Ignatius, will grant them a longer 
duration. But be this as it may, whilst the wind is favourable, we 
must raise the sails and pursue our course, and when it becomes con- 
trary or tempestuous, we shall lower them and seek shelter in some 
small port beneath a mountain or rock. 

Very reverend and dearest Father, paper fails me, but I shall never 
fail to be 

“ Your most aficctionate and obliged servant, 

“ Oliveb op Armagh, 

“ Primate of Ireland. 

“Dublin, 22nd November, 1672.” 

At the date of this letter the schools had lasted two years and 
four months, and the fifth month was hastening to its close; for 
another year they continued to flourish and diffuse through the 
diocese of Armagh the blessings of Catholic education. But on 
the renewal of the persecution, towards the close of November, 
1673, this work, th^fruit of so much toil, was levelled to the 
ground, and the gdjjBiPrimate was forced to cry out in anguish 
of soul, “ What shafraie Catholic youth now do entrusted to my 
care?”* So well had those schools succeeded, that even 
Protestant gentlemen sent their children to them, and defended 
them when they were assailed by the ministers of the Established 

• See letter of 15th December, 1673. 
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Church. (Letter of 7th June, 1671.) In his letter of the 12th 
November, 1673, as we have seen. Dr. Plunket mentions that 
when at first the Viceroy and those of the court took umbrage at 
the establishment of the schools, the more moderate amongst them 
were satisfied on his making known to them that the only object 
he hud in view in instituting these schools “ was to imbue the 
youth with a knowledge of the Christian doctrine, and to com- 
municate instruction to them; and thus render them useful for 
the State and the service of the King, whilst otherwise they 
would become noxious members, rogues, highway robbers, and 
disturbers of the peace and social order.” 

A promise of an annual sum of 800 scudi had been held out 
to Dr. Plunket by the Court, probably as a sort of bait to win 
his favour for the doings of the Government; but finding that all 
the efforts of the Primate’s zeal were directed to promote the glory 
of God and the interests of the Church, and that he was resolved 
to fearlessly denounce all obstacles to these holy ends, no matter 
whence they might proceed, this sum soon ceased to be paid to 
him. He had mainly relied on this Government aid for the 
maintenance of his schools; but when this hope was blasted, 
incredible were the privations that he endured and the efforts 
which he made to carry them on, till at length the sacred con- 
gregation of Propaganda granted to the Jesuit Fathers connected 
with the schools the annual sura of 150 scudi, to be dated from 
tlieir first establishment in his diocese. 

When soliciting this aid from the sacred congregation, by let- 
ter of 26th April, 1671, Dr. Plunket gives many interesting 
details as to the manner in which the schools were carried on : — 

“ The nobility and gentry of the whole province of Ulster, excepting 
three, are deprived of their lands, and from being proprietors, have 
become tenants: they have now no means to educate their children. 
The young priests who were ordained during the past seven years, in 
order to fill the places of those who were deceased, are very back- 
ward in learning, as they had no proper master to instruct them ; in 
fact, Catholic teachers were not at all tolerated. 

“ I undertook an arduous work : I invited the Jesuit Fathers to my 
diocese ; I built from the foundation a commodious house for them, as 
also two schools, w'here about 150 boys are educated and 25 ecclesi- 
astics ; and during the past nine months I su|||||rted two very learned 
and laborious Jesuits, with one lay-brother Sir one servant. One of 
the Fathers instructs, for an hour in the morning and another hour in 
the afternoon, the ecclesiastics in cases of morality, as also in the 
manner of preaching and catechising; the same Father teaches the 
rhetoricians for two hours in the morning and two hours in the evening : 
on the feast days and vacations he teaches the ceremonies and the man- 
ner of administering the sacraments, &o. The other Jesuit is occupied 
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in teaching syntax and grammar, &o. Both, moreover, are engaged in 
preaching. For nine months I have supported them, and I had to 
purchase even the smallest articles of furniture for them.” 

He then states that for the future it would be necessary for 
him to have three Jesuits, who would be thus occupied; — 

“ The first will attend solely to the ecclesiastics ; the second to the 
rhetoricians ; the third will teach syntax and grammar to the younger 
boys. Your Excellency has conferred great benefits on this poor 
country, but I assure you it will not be the least to procure a mis- 
sionary stipend for these three Fathers. Let us aid the poor children, 
many of whom have been perverted by going to Protestant schools.” 

On this long-wished for aid being granted, Dr. Plunket thus 
commences his letter of thanksgiving, addressed to the Inter- 
uunzio, on 22nd September, 1672: — 

“ I have received your most welcome letter of the 2nd September, 
and this whole kingdom is indebted to you for the stipend procured 
for the Jesuits. They do a great deal of good : they have in Drogheda, 
in my diocese, 160 students. Oh! what toils had I to undergo, what 
efforts had I to make, to sustain them ! how many memorials were 
forwarded to the Viceroy and Supreme Council against me and 
against them ; and they give the more annoyance to our adversaries 
because they are in Drogheda Fontana), only four hours journey 
from Dublin, where no Catholic school is allowed. And then to have 
there the Jesuits, whom they hate above all others, was the greatest 
eye-sore possible ; but now the very adversaries caress both me and 
them, in order to have permission for their children to come to them ; 
and in reality many Protestant boys come to them belonging to the 
principal families, who afterwards assist us in defending them. Mon- 
signore, I solemnly assure you that I expended on them during the 
two years and two months past more than 400 scudi, and that already 
both they and I are in debt for 200 scudi. I dressed in cloth of one- 
half scudo a yard, I kept only one servant, and a boy to look after my 
horses, and my table was most sparing in order to assist the Jesuits. 
The Viceroy gave me half a promise that ho would not disturb them, 
but as the money promised by the King was not granted, I confess that 
I found myself in difficulty to carry them on, and I was overwhelmed 
with melancholy ; but now your letter imparts great consolation. 

“ I thank you also for the aid in regard of the letters. It is now 
three years all to a month since I was welcomed to the palace of your 
Excellency in Brussells. Since then I wrote more letters than all the 
Bishops of this kingdom : I gave no rest temporibm aut calamo, and I 
will glory in my infirmities, as St. Paul says: I laboured more than all 
the others : but the withdrawal of the pension gave me a check. Now, 
however, my courage has returned, and I hope the Jesuits will do more 
good for this kingdom than has been done within our memory. The 
Catholic gentry lost their possessions and estates in this kingdom, and 
for the most part have become tenants : it would bo impossible for them 
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to send their cliildren to the Catholic kingdoms. Hence it is a great 
relief to them to have Catholic masters here. Before my arrival they 
were obliged to send their children to Protestant teachers, exposing 
their faith to great risk ; for, as you will well understand, young plants 
easily receive a bad direction unless they be attended to from the begin- 
ning. . . .The money can be sent to Mr. Daniel Arthur, an Irish Catholic 
merchant in London, and it may be consigned to Father Perez in 
Brussells, or to the Provincial of the English Jesuits, to be sent to Mr. 
Daniel Arthur, and thus I shall receive it hero with some advantage, to 
compensate the difference of exchange between Brussells and London.” 

Sometimes the aid promised by Propaganda was, for a little 
while, delayed, and hence, on more than one occasion. Dr. Plunket 
pours out his soul in pitiful laments, lest his poverty, and the 
absolute want of the necessary means, should compel him to close 
these schools. 

On one occasion, too, the Superior of his school seems to have 
fallen into error when writing to some members of his order in 
Rome, as to the sum which he had hitherto received from the 
Archbishop. This gave occasion to complaints, and it was even 
asserted by some enemies of the Primate in Rome, that he had 
applied to other uses the sums granted to him for these schools. 
Ihe Agent of the Irish Church in Rome, Dr. Creagh, made 
known this matter to the Primate, and received in reply the 
following letter, which shows the accuracy with which he 
attended even to affairs of minor concern, and at the same time 
discloses to us his desire, if his means allowed it, to extend still 
more the benefit of these schools : — 

“ Deab Mb. Cbeaoh, — About the 15th of the past month I wrote 
you a long letter ; but now, in consequence of yours of the 27th of June, 
which was handed to mo by Father Kice, I find it necessary to write to 
you again on the same subject; and when I read your letter for Father 
Rice, erubuit (he blushed) : it must be that his memory failed him. I 
have his own receipt for every sum of money consigned to him — at one 
time £10, then £5 or £6, then £37 : and I have also the bills in six 
different papers, each account being separate, of how the money was 
spent in butter, bread, coffee, repairs, &c., &c. ; and all this in 
his own handwriting. I have also two copies, written by his 
own hand, of the entire sum, in accordance with the letter sent 
to you last year, in which he thus writes : — ‘ Illmua. Dnus. Primat 
tumplibus nusquam in nostris alendit pepercit, ideoque liquido mihi 
constat tarn in varias cedes et supellectilem quam in nostrorum susten- 
tationem impensas fuisse prime biennia libras Anglicanas minimum centum 
viginti quinque' ;* that is, 500 scudi. Now, how can ho say that he 

* We have not been able to find the receipt given in this year by Father 
Rice. The receipt given in 1671 will be seen attached to the letter of Dr. 
Plunket, 7th February, 1672. 
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only received 150 scudi ? Is it not ridiculous to write things so contra- 
dictory ? But I attribute all to a defect of memory. I confess, indeed, 
that if I had received the suras spent in correspondence and otherwise 
in serving their Eminences, I would have given the whole of it to the 
Fathers; and if I received the 800 which were promised to mo, I 
would have given 150 scudi of my own per annum, in addition to the 
sum granted by the Sacred Congregation. But neither have I received, 
the former sums, nor the pension, nor have I received 20 scudi from 
my Diocese during all this year. I leave it to yourself to think how I 
could be liberal, or look after the affairs of the Society, either in France or 
here. I tell you* most solemnly, that I have in this world no more 
than £20, that is 80 scudi ; so that I find myself in a most deplorable 
state after spending aU I had in correspondence within the kingdom 
and abroad, and in the schools erected in my Diocese ; and hence, as I 
wrote to Monsignor Ravizza and Monsignor Falconieri, I can no longer 
give him the reports on ecclesiastical matters in this kingdom, having 
no more to spend in letters, unless the Sacred Congregation give me 
some assist^ce. Things being so, send 100 scudi of this money to 
Monsig. Falconieri to my account, and keep 50 for expediting letters, 
and other matters, and give 12 scudi to Mr. Fitzsimons, and leave the 
burden on me of rendering an account to their Eminences of the sums 
received in support of the schools. I expended 500 scudi, and as yet 
I have only received 450, so that I am yet creditor for 50 scudi, and I 
have all the different suras and items in the handwriting of Father Rice. 
I cannot understand how you can have anything to do in this matter, 
having received tho money as my agent, and by an order in my name ; 
leave the settling of tho accounts to mo ; put that part of the burden on 
me, but do you dispose of the money according to my directions. 

** I never write to any Secretary or Minister of the King, nor did it 
ever come into my head that the Franciscans had acquired so much 
property and money ; for I know it is all false ; nor did I ever speak 
against the Franciscans or other Regulars, either before or after Alass, 
so that all this is a calumny : ego autem cum nil contumelia dignum agam, 
mendacia sperno, nor do they affect me in the least, contumelia, si iras- 
care, agnitce videntur ; spretce obsolescunt. And this will suffice in reply 
to yours of the 1st of September; and I remain 

Your most affectionate servant, 

“ Oliver of Abmaqh, &c. 

“ Armagh, 1st October, 1674. 

“ P.S. The Parliament is prorogued for eight months. I am of 
opinion that all that has been written against the Archbishops of 
Cashel and Tuara, and the Bishop of Killaloe, is false.” 

This confusion seems to have arisen from an unintentional 
mistake in the account sent by Father Rice to Rome, which was 


* These words are in English in the original letter. 
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at once remedied by that good father, and in the subsequent cor- 
respondence no further reference whatsoever is made to this 
matter. Soon after the intelligence had been conveyed to the 
Primate that Propaganda would aid him in the maintenance 
of these schools, he thus wrote to the Internunzio (31st January, 
1672), “ I thank your excellency for the stipend granted to 
the three Jesuit teachers in my diocese. Oh, what expense, 
what annoyance did these schools cost me ; yet the gread advan- 
tage which redounded to 6fty young priests, gave me more spiri- 
tual consolation than I could have received temporal comfort irom 
a treasury well filled with gold.” 

We shall add one other extract regarding these schools, from 
Dr. Plunket’s letter of 2iith September, 1673, to the Internunzio, 
in which he thus writes : — 

" I am very glad that you received the letter of Father Rice, Supe- 
rior of the Society in this kingdom, and that you sent it to»Dr. Creagh, 
that thus he may be able to pay me the suras expended in the main- 
tenance of the fathers who teach in my diocese. The schools com- 
menced in the beginning of July, 1670, and they have continued to the 
present ; there are as many as forty children of the Protestant gentry in 
them, and even the Pretestants are attentive that no annoyance should 
be given them. I already gave to the schools £12.'> sterling, and every 
pound is equal to four Italian scudi. I have received only 300 scudi 
from the Sacred Congregation, so that 200 scudi yet remain, 150 scudi 
are duo for this year, 1673, and there is no doubt as to the payment of 
these. I wrote to Monsignor Airoldi to procure for me my expenses 
in various matters which were executed by his orders. Then as to the 
expense of the letters, I declare to you, that I expended 400 scudi 
during the past four years, and yet the Sacred Congregation gave me 
only 100. In order to correspond well, I must have letters from all 
parts of the kingdom, and foreign letters, from London and elsewhere, 
every week, and to this end I have a special correspondent in London. 
Had I served in correspondence, either the king of France or Spain, as 
I served their Eminences these four years past, my baker’s account 
would be long since settled. I beseech you to excuse the prolixity of 
this letter, for I had not time to make it shorter, and I remain, your 
most afiectionate and obliged servant, 

“26 Sept. 1673. “ Oliver Pldkket. 

“ P.S. — I pray you to send this letter to the Monsignor Secretary.” 

It was not the local schools alone that engaged the attention of 
the zealous Primate. When visiting his own diocese, and the other 
dioceses of his province, he found many of the clergy lamentably 
deficient in those higher studies which should render them fitted 
to discharge the office of chief pastors, and rule with wisdom the 
church of God. It was. Indeed, impossible that our country, so 
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continually disturbed by wars and persecutions, could supply these 
studies, and, hence, Dr. Plunkct, turned his eyes to the continent, 
and especially to Rome, earnestly soliciting the Sacred Congrega- 
tion to have students sent to him from its colleges; and praying, 
at the same time, that the number of students and efficiency of 
our national college in that city might be increased. This esteem 
for education in Rome was not a mere abstract sentiment in our 
Primate ; we have seen that he was imbued with the conviction, 
that his being educated at the fountain head of Catholic truth, 
was a special blessing which he had received from God, and 
which imposed many special obligations on him; and, hence, 
when overwhelmed by afflictions and persecutions, he was accus- 
tomed to re-awaken his courage by the reflection : “ it would be a 
shame for spiritual soldiers, educated in Rome, ever to become 
mercenaries. (Letter, 15 December, 1673.) 

Writing on the 27th of September, 1671, Dr. Plunket thus 
declares to the Sacred Congregation the wants of his province 
and diocese, and his anxious desire to receive some priests from 
Rome: — 

“ I am now in this kingdom for one year and seven months, and I 
think I presented so many relations of the spiritual affairs of my pro- 
vince that their Eminences may almost touch with their hands, and see 
with their eyes the condition in which it is, and the state of matters 
here ; it is in many parts infirm, and there is danger that the malady 
will go on spreading and increasing, if their Eminences, the chief 
physicians, do not give some healing and preservative remedies. The 
ignorance, in general, is great, although the Irish talent is excellent 
and acute ; but what does this avail when it cannot bo cultivated ; the 
best soil without the spade or plough can produce but little fruit, and 
in consequence of the penal laws we cannot have fixed schools, and are 
in continual alarm ; and although I undertook what others would not 
attempt, to maintain schools during all this year, and support the 
Jesuits in my province at my own expense, building houses and schools 
for them, that they might instruct the Priests in cases of conscience, and 
the youth in grammar and rhetoric, yet we were not able to have classes 
in philosophy, or theology, or controversy, and from this it must result, 
that our priests will be i?i/ra mediocritatem, and we shall have none able 
to administer dioceses or answer and dispute with Protestants. 

Before the war, the Catholic gentry of Ulster held their properties 
and estates, but now only a few of them retain anything, such as the 
Marquis of Antrim, whose property extends for about thirty miles, and 
embraces vast estates and many castles, such as the Orsini and Savclli 
in Latium, but even ns these, so is he also up to his eyes in debt : 
Sir Henry O’Neile re-acquired about 4,000 scudi per annum, and a 
certain Maginis about 2,000 scudi; these are the only three Irish 
Catholic gentlemen who re-acquired their property; all the others must 
seek as a favour to be allowed to hold by lease a small portion of 
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their former estates, and it is deemed a great favour when this is 
granted to them. The people, that is, those who cultivate the land, 
are well off, and it is from these that the priests and friars receive 
their maintainance, and the same persons give some relief to those 
upon whom they were once dependent: but as to the nobility and 
gentry, they are wholly ruined, so that they can no longer maintain the 
children in Catholic Universities, and, what is still more deplorable, 
they cannot give them even the necessary means to go to the Con- 
tinental Colleges without great difficulty, and hence their condition 
merits compassion and assistance, for they lost all in order not to lose 
their faith in God, or their reverence in spiritual things for the 
Apostolic See. 

In my humble opinion it would be a great charity to aid the 
children and grant them an education in Catholic countries, and 
especially in Eome. Those who are educated there are less suspected 
by government, Rome being a neutral country, neither attached to 
Spain nor to France, and, moreover, they are more faithful to the 
spiritual interests of the Holy See. It is seen by experience that no 
priest or friar educated in Rome ever became an adherent of Walsh 
or any other schismatic, but only such as received their education 
in France, Spain, or Louvain. Moreover, those educated in Rome 
are better acquainted with the desires of the Apostolic See, they 
know its principles, and are better able to correspond with it. The 
‘ Piazza di Spagna,’ the Propaganda, and in a word all Rome is a great 
book : how many nations with their various customs are seen. Poles, 
Germans, Spaniards, French, Indians, Turks, Ethiopians, Africans, 
Americans, are met with, and one learns in what manner and with 
what judgment the varying opinions and conflicting interests of so 
many contrary nations are harmonized. A great deal, too, is learned 
in the changes of government : thus one day it is seen with what 
modesty and wisdom and moderation those deport themselves who, the 
day before or under another Pontiff,ruled everything,and were honoured 
by every one : aquam sciunt servare Jidem rebus in arduis, in prosperis 
et adversis. I especially remarked the prolute.s, Cajetan Massimi and 
another from Modena who was governor ofRome in the time of Alexander 
the 7th, of happy memory, and many others in the time of Innocent 
and Urban. One treats with Cardinals and Prelates of great wisdom 
and prudence, well versed and experienced in spiritual matters, and 
in the temporal affairs of so many monarchs and princes; and it is im- 
possible that a person of moderate talent would not derive great proflt, 
as well in science as in experience. And, indeed, to educate a mis- 
sionary priest, there is no college in the world better suited than the 
Propaganda, where they are instructed for two hours every morning in 
theology, and after dinner for one hour in controversy, and afterwards, 
for half an hour or an hour, in cases of conscience. They learn to 
preach, and become masters of the Hebrew and Greek ; they officiate in 
the Church, and are also exercised in Gregorian Chant : they receive, in 
a word, an education belter suited for missionaries than that of any 
other college. And hence I anxiously supplicate that I may be allowed 
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to Bend a half dozen of the most talented young priests that I can find to 
be educated in that college, that thus my miscrahle province of Ulster 
may have persons able to govern its churches, for if it pleased God to 
remove from us three who are in Ulster, Thomas Filzsymons, Dr. 
Conwell, and Dr. Konan Magin, there would be no others who, either 
by their learning or experience, would be adapted for, or capable of 
governing these churches. The other Vicars General, non sunt medioci i- 
iatem preetergressi. If you do not grant me this favour, we shall bo 
without leaders, without pastors, and the wolves will devour our flocks. 
The Roman — that is one educated in Rome — is he that is able and 
knows how to govern, and hence well did the prince of poets sing — 

‘ Tu regere imperio populos, Romans, memento . . 

Hm tibi erunt artes, &c.' 

I beseech you in the bowels of Christ, and by the aflection which you 
bear to this miserable province, to procure this favour, and I shall ever 
be your Excellency’s 

“ Most aflfectionato and obliged servant, 

“ Oliver Plusxet. 

“Dublin, 27th Sept., 1671.” 

In a letter written in the preceding May (13th May, 1671), 
Dr. Plunket had passed a like eulogy on the students from 
Rome : — 

“ It is worthy of remark (he says) that no priest educated in Rome 
adhered to Peter Walsh or the Remonstrance, but only those from 
France and Belgium : and hence out of the 150 boys I have here at 
school, I would wish to select half-a-dozen of the best, and send them 
to Rome — ut remaneat semen in Israel. Here I am able to instruct them 
pretty well in literature and morality, but not in dogmatic theology or 
controversies ; and thus we cannot prepare persons who will be fitted 
to be Bishops or Vicars General unless by sending them to the Conti- 
nent — oportel ut aliqui sint doctores qui possint reddere rationem eorum 
quee creduut. By degrees we shall be wholly destitute of such persons, 
unless we attend to their education ; and, as I said, the education of 
Rome is the best.” 

Not long after the Primate addressed another letter to the 
Internunzio, in which we find detailed many particulars connected 
with the various national colleges scattered through the conti- 
nent : — 

" In your last letter you commanded me to give you some account 
of the Irish colleges in the kingdoms governed by the orthodox princes, 
and I now obey in the best manner I can ; but 1 must imitate the 
painters of scenery, who present some objects most vividly and clearly, 
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and others only in outline and obscurely ; or the historians, such as 
Quicciardino and others, who described matters, and especially the wars 
in Tuscany, and, indeed, of all Italy, in a most vivid manner, but not 
in so prominent a manner, the victories of Spain and France. Had I 
now the notes which I left at home, I would be able to give a more 
precise narrative, but I believe I shall err in very few points of any 
importance. 

“ And to begin with the Irish College in Rome, it was founded 
by Cardinal Ludovisi, nephew of Gregory the Fifteenth : he be- 
queathed to it a thousand scudi a year, besides a good house and a 
good vineyard in Castle Gandolfo, and it maintains about seven or eight 
students, three Jesuits, and two servants. But in a separate letter, I 
shall write more particularly about the college. Its revenue is capable of 
supporting twelvostudents, who would be better prepared for thismission 
than they now are. In Spain there are four colleges, all directed by 
the Fathers of the Society ; one of them is in St. Jago, which supports 
at one time six, at another seven students ; another in Salamanca of the 
same kind, and another in Lisbon, which maintains eight or ten students. 
These three colleges were founded by Philip the Second, and in doing 
so he proved himself a zealous Catholic and a good politician ; by this 
means he won the affection of the Irish, and when the students 
returned to Ireland, they won for the Spaniards the hearts and the 
esteem of all their friends; in a word, they could speak of nothing but 
Spain, totam spirahant Ilupamam, whence it happens that the Irish 
go more freely to serve the King of Spain than any other Prince. 

“ In France there is a college at Bourdeaux which maintains twenty- 
four students, as I have heard, founded by the Archbishops of Bordeaux 
aqd others ; but contrary to the institution and intention of the founders, 
this college does not admit any excepting from Cashel and Munster ; 
and the colleges of Spain do not willingly receive students from Ulster, 
which is a serious injury and a manifest injustice. It truly moves one 
to compassion to see high families of the house of O’Neil, O’Donnel, 
Maguire, MacMahon, Maginnis, O’Cahan, O’ Kelly, O’Ferrall, who were 
great Princes till the time of Elizabeth and King James, in the memory 
of my father and of many who are yet living ; it moves one to com- 
passion, I say, to see their children without property and without 
maintenance, and without means of education, and yet for the faith 
they suffered joyfully the loss of property, cum gaudio suteeperunt 
direptionem bonorum; but it is intolerable that they should be ex- 
xluded from college education, for the colleges were not founded for 
this or that province, but for the whole Kingdom. As to the college 
in Rome, I can propose a plan according to which it may be able to 
support sixteen students, and with more profit to religion, than it now 
supports six ; but this must be kept as a secret much like that of the 
holy office till it be carried into execution. At present, us I said, it 
maintains eight students, and three Jesuits, and two servants, in all 
thirteen ; it has a thousand scudi per annum, and a house and vineyard ; 
let the house be sold, which is worth 6,000 scudi, as also the vineyard, 
which, with the house that is in it, is worth 2,000 more ; let these 
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8,000 scudi be put in the ‘ Montes Pietatis,’ and they will give 240 scudi 
per annum, which, with the 1,000 scudi above, will make in all 1,240 
scudi per annum ; and let the whole sum be given to the College of 
Propaganda ut erigatur alumnatus Bihernicus, which may also be called 
alumnatus Bihernicus Ludovhianus, for it was Cardinal Ludovisi that left 
the money, and instead of Jesuits and servants, it will maintain so many 
students. Of what use is it to keep a little college with so few students, 
whilst for the same funds a larger number can be maintained for the 
service of the Missions ? But two difficulties have to be solved ; the 
first is, how can the Testament of Cardinal Ludovisi be interfered with ? 
I answer, that the Holy Father, by a brief, can arrange this, for it is 
nowise injurious to that Cardinal, or to his intentions: supponetur enim 
interpretative Cardinalis quamvis defuncti consensus, ac fore ut idem 
Cardinalis consentiret si modo vixisset ; it being the intention of the 
Cardinal to propagate the faith, which is better realized by placing the 
students in Propaganda, where a larger number may be educated. It 
is certain that the Cardinal had the intention of erecting a larger and 
more numerous College, but, morte prceventus, he could not carry his 
noble ideas into execution. The second difficulty is that the Jesuits 
will oppose the project, — but this is of little matter, when we are 
acting for the greater glory of God. The money was left to maintain 
Priests for the missions and not Jesuits; and indeed, many of the 
students become Jesuits, and never return to their country, which is 
contrary to the intention of the Cardinal. But some one wdll say that 
the Ludovisi family will give opposition ; to this I reply that the greater 
glory of God.is to be preferred to such opposition ; for there is no reason- 
able ground of complaint, and it is a greater glory for the Ludovisi 
family to have an alumnatus in so renowned a College, which is 
frequented by so many Cardinals, than to have so small a College, 
which serves rather for the Jesuits than for carrying out the intention of 
the founder. But then, everyone knows how the Ludovisi family now 
stands, and that it will make little opposition when it is well informed 
about the matter ; all that is w^anted is determination and secrecy, and 
whilst our Holy Father is solicitous for the propagation of the faith, 
there will be but little difficulty in it. 

“ There is a College at Seville, which maintains sixteen students, and 
is supported by alms. 

“ The Bishop of Ferns can give better information about the Colleges 
in Spain, and perhaps, also, about that in France. The Canon Joyce can 
give it concerning those in Flanders. There is a College, as I hear, in 
Toulouse, but I do not know in what state it is ; I believe it is of little 
importance. 

** Oliver Plukket.” 


30th September, 1671.” 

In another letter written on the same day he adds a postscript, in 
which he says : — “ I forgot a College founded in Alcala, by George de 
Passe Silviera, a Portuguese ; he left 5,000 scudi a- year, but a great 
deal has been expended in building. The Bishop of Ferns can give 
you an account of it.” 
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It was about this period that another college first sprung into 
existence, which was destined in after times to hold an important 
position in our Irish Church. I refer to the college of our nation in 
taris. We mainly owe the foundation of this college to tlie Right 
Rev. John O’Molony, Bishop of Killaloe. Before his appoint- 
ment to that See in May, 1671, he had been for many years a 
distinguished student and professor in the seminary of St. Sulpice. 
The schools of that seminary were frequented by many youths 
from Ireland anxious to prepare themselves for the ministry of the 
altar; and Dr. O’Molony had frequent occasion to lament the many 
distractions and dangers to which they were exposed, living 
scattered through that gay and populous city, which, too, at this 
period, numbered amongst its clergy many warm advocates of the 
condemned doctrines of Jansenius. After his consecration, he 
continued for many months to reside in Paris, anxious to organize 
a special college in that city, into which his countrymen might be 
received. The Sacred Congregation of Propaganda, however, re- 
peatedly urged him to hasten to his flock, and share with them the 
threatened dangers of persecution, and dispense to them the bread 
of life. Positive orders to that eflectwere sent to him on the 2nd 
of August, 1672; and in reply, the good prelate expressed his 
readiness to obey, but petitioned at the same time to be allowed 
to remain some time longer, as his labours were all directed 
to obtain this college for the Irish Church. This petition was 
seconded by letters of Dr. Plunket of Armagh, and Dr Brennan of 
Waterford, as we find commemorated in a minute of Propaganda. 
Nevertheless, the Sacred Congregation remained inexorable, and 
we find Dr. O’Molony before the close of this year zealously labour- 
ing in many parts of our island. The Irish bishops, however, had 
warmly entered into his views regarding the establishment of a 
National College in Paris, and early in the following year they 
deputed Dr. O’Molony to return as their deputy to that city, and 
urge the authorities there to patronize the institution of such 
a college. 

No one was more zealous than Dr. Plunket in promotingthis great 
work, and though the college was not opened till after his glorious 
martyrdom, yet our Irish Church owes in great part to his active 
co-operation and untiring zeal, that the chief obstacles were over- 
come, and that those difficulties w'ere removed, which at first 
seemed to destroy all hopes of its future realization. His letter 
of the 14th of March, 1673, sufficiently evinces the interest which 
he took in the institution of this college, and how earnestly he 
co-operated with Dr. O’Molony in seeking to effect its establish- 
ment; he thus writes: — 
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“ All the prelates of this kingdom have subscribed an authorization 
for the Bishop of Killaloe to proceed to Paris, and procure for us a 
college ; and it is certain that no one could be selected better suited 
to treat this matter, for he is a great friend of the Archbishop of 
Paris, and of the Ambassador of the King of Prance in London, and 
there are strong reasons and just grounds for hoping that the college 
will be founded. If so, it will be a great seminary for the missions of 
this kingdom, being in a city so rich, so desirous of procuring the pro- 
pagation and maintenance of the faith, as their charity suflScicntly 
proved during the late persecution of Cromwell, when the Parisians 
supported hundreds and hundreds of the ecclesiastics end students exiled 
during that tempest. It is certain that the Bishop of Killaloe will do 
more good by procuring for us that college, than he would did he remain 
in his diocese during his whole life-time; and hence I pray your 
Excellency to treat this matter with the Holy Father and the Sacred 
Congregation in such a manner that they may not be displeased with 
the Bishop of Killaloe for this journey to Paris, since he travels at his 
own cost, and with the desire of procuring so great an advantage for us. 
He is a great friend of Colbert, the first Minister of state, and of the 
Archbishop of Paris, who will be the more favourable to him should 
he be allowed to exercise his functions (for the Archbishop will surely 
request him to do so on various occasions), and hence I pray you to 
procure from His Holiness and the Sacred Congregation permission for 
Hr. O'Molony, during his stay in Paris, on account of our ecclesiastical 
matters, to exercise the episcopal functions as often as ho may bo 
requested to do so by the Archbishop of that See. Monsignor, your 
Excellency has always favoured, in every emergency, this poor and 
afflicted Church, and we hope that there is no means conducive to the 
attainment of this great blessing, or tending to facilitate it, which you 
will not favour; and therefore I beseech you with the most urgent 
entreaties to lay this affair before the Sacred Congregation in such a 
manner, that it may allow the Bishop of Killaloe to remain in Paris 
whilst this matter is pending, and to exercise his episcopal functions 
when requested by the Archbishop, for it is on the aid of the Arch- 
bishop and the communications which he presents that the success of 
this undertaking must in a great measure depend. In conclusion I 
remain with a profound reverence, 

“ Olivee of Aemaoh. 

“Dublin, 14th March, 1672, (styl. vet.)” 

Early in Dr. Plunket’s episcopate many complaints were 
presented to Rome, especially D)' the prelates of Ulster and Con- 
naught, regarding the system of selecting students for the con- 
tinental colleges. From a report of the Secretary of the Sacred 
Congregation on the 30th of May, 1672, we learn that the chief 
colleges* for Irish students on the continent were: — In Flanders; 

* In the Acts of the Congregation held .41st of August, 1671, the Irish col- 
leges are thus mentioned : “In Uis]>auia : Salmaticense, Compostellauum, 
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Louvain, Antwerp, Toumay, and Lisle. In Spain: Madrid, 
Seville, Salamanca, and Compostella (both founded by Philip the 
Second), Alcala, and Valence. In Portugal, that of Lisbon, 
founded by Philip the Second. In Italy, the College of Rome, 
founded by Cardinal Ludovisi. 

From other documents we learn that there were similar colleges 
in BourdeauxandToulouse ; and it was pricipallyin regard of these 
seminaries that complaints were presented to Rome. Writing on 
the 13th of May, 1671, Dr. Plunket laments that in many of the 
continental colleges, and in particular in Bourdeaux and Toulousey 
no students were admitted excepting from Munster or Cashel; 
and, he continues: — 

“ Were we to consider the extent of the provinces, and their relative 
necessities, students should, above all, be received from Armagh ; for 
in extent it is larger than Tuam and Dublin united together : and as to 
its necessities, God knows that they are great. I say it with tears in 
my eyes, that in all Ulster there are scarcely three gentlemen who 
re-acquired their lands seized by Cromwell, and thus the Catholics are 
unable to defray the expenses of the education of their chidren.” 

In the month of August of the same year he wrote again, praying 
the Sacred Congregation to apply some remedy to this evil : — 

“ I already wrote to your Excellency,” he says, “ to procure a brief 
enacting that students should be received alike from all the provinces, 
into the colleges of Spain, France, and other places. But as I have been 
informed that such a brief would be of no avail in France or Spain, as 
the colleges of these countries were not founded by the Holy See, it 
might be better for the Sacred Congregation to address letters on the 
subject to the Nuncios in these countries, and to the bishops in whose 
dioceses the colleges are situated. As to Spain, since its colleges are in 
the hands of the Jesuits it would suffice to intimate to the General of 
the order, in the name of the Sacred Congregation, that an equal 
number of students should be admitted from each province, according 
to the institution of the colleges themselves. Great injury has been done to 
my province in this matter during the past twenty years. It is the supe- 
rior of the Jesuits in this country that sends the students to these colleges, 
hence, the Father General could intimate to this superior to send none ex- 
juxta cequaliiatetn Provinciartm et aequaliterexProvinciisP These 
colleges were founded for the spiritual eissistance of all Ireland, that 
secular priests might be educated there in virtue and learning, who 
afterwards might administer the parishes, &c. Now I pray your 

Hispalense, Complutense, Valentianum, Ma<lritense. In Lusitania, Ulissipo- 
nense. In GaUia ; Parisiense, Atrebatense, Burdigalense, Tolosanum, Agfense. 
In Belgio : Lovaniense, Antwerpiense, Tomacense, Insulense. In Italia : 
.Ludovisianum Koinw.” 
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Excclleucy to consider that the nomination being thus in the bands of a 
religious, he will surely be anxious to send such only as he sees disposed 
to become religious, and, hence, I would judge it better that the pre- 
sentation or nomination of these students should be placed in the hands 
of the Archbishops. The German College, Home, is under the care of 
the Jesuits; nevertheless, the students are selected for it by the prelates 
of Germany, and not by the principals of the order. By this, however, 
I do not intend to prejudice that order, for the Jesuits are my friends, 
and do a great deal of good in my province.” 

The wislied-for letter was addressed by the Sacred Congrega- 
tion to the General of the Jesuit Order, and in reply Father 
Oliva, a bright name in the roll of the most distinguished supe- 
riors of that illustrious Society, not only promised to comply with 
this just desire of the Irish bishops, “ who are so zealous, and have 
deserved so well of the Catholic faith,” but, moreover, assigns the 
true cause of some disorders which had sprung up in these col- 
leges, and especially in the Irish college of Rome, that, namely, 
some of the students were not selected at all in Ireland, but 
though wholly unfit for sacred studies, were forced upon the 
superiors of these colleges by the influence and solicitations of 
some high relatives on the continent. — (Ap. No. 52.) 


CHAPTER X. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL HELD IN DUBLIN IN 1670. 

On the 21st of May, 1670, Lord Berkely, of Stratton, was 
sworn in as Viceroy of Ireland. This appointment filled the 
Irish Catholics with joy, and all were animated with the hope of 
a peaceful administration. One of its first fruits was the convoca- 
tion of a general Synod of the Irish bishops, to be held in Dublin 
on the 17th of June, 1670. This Synod was convened by Dr. 
Plunket for a twofold purpose : first, to correct some abuses which 
had crept in during the preceding persecutions ; and, secondly, to 
draw up an amended formula, or address, of allegiance to the king. 
At this period the Irish Church numbered but six bishops in its 
hierarchy, and all hastened to take part in the deliberations of 
the Synod. The six bishops then in Ireland were Dr. Plunket, 
Archbishop of Armagh ; Dr. Peter Talbot, Archbishop of Dub- 
lin ; Dr. Burgatt, Archbishop of Cashel ; Dr. James Lynch, Arch- 
bishop of Tuam; Dr. Patrick Plunket, Bishop of Meath; and Dr. 
Phelan, Bishop of Ossory. The Vicars General of the other Sees 
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were also present, and, since the days of Rinuccini, this was the 
first assembly of clergy that merited the name of a national 
council. 

On the 17th of June, 1670, these prelates assembled in Dublin, 
under the presidency of Dr. Oliver Plunket. Their deliberations 
were protracted for three days ; and a note of the Archives of 
Propaganda describes the Synod as having been held “ in Bridge- 
street, in the house of Mr. Reynolds, at the foot of the bridge.” 
We shall see in the next chapter how the decrees of this council 
were adopted in the Provincial Synod of Clones, and republished 
amongst its statutes; but we may now present a translation of 
them, together with a transcript from the original paper trans- 
mitted to the Holy See. 


TRANSLATION. 

Some statutes, decreed in Dublin on the 17th, 18th, and 20th 
of June, 1670, by the Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland, 
together assembled.* 

* The following is the original text of the decrees : — 

Slutuia queedam acta, Duhlini, diehiis 17, 18, et 20 Junii, 1670, ah Arckiepis. et 

Epxs. Jfibernioi simul congreqatu. 

1. Cum nobis relatiim sit nonnulla laicorum defunctorum cori>ora in diversis 
regni partibus in habitu Regidarium palam et supra mensam exjwni, statuimus 
et ordinamus ut nullum coqnxs in posterum taliter exponatur. 

2. Cum toti Clero Hiberaiae necessarium sit ut agentem et procuratorem in 
urbe habcant ad sua negotia sollicitanda et expedienda, decemimiw ut agenti 
nostro pro tempore existenti 50 libre Anglicansa annuatim solv’^antur, aequaliter 
dividendae per quatuor provincias per metro|)olitanos. Cum autem nostra negotia 
nunc agat R. D. Joan. Brennan ab uno jam anno, dictam summam ei solven* 
dam decomimus. 

3. Nulli ritus public! aut quaestus inusitati in’ix>sterum inducantur inconsultis 
locorum ordinariis ac sine ij>sorum licentia. 

4. Pnecipimus abstinentiam a camibus in die S. Marci (sicut in triduo ante 
Ascensionem), nisi venerit in Dominica aut hebdomada Paschso. 

5. Decernimus ut omnes Parochi toto conatu procurent ut clamores, et voci- 
ferationes feeminarum comitantium corpora defunctorum im^jediautur. 

6. Statuimus ut nullus ordo Regularium occiq>et aut detineat conventus aut 
monasteria aliorum ordinum Regularium vel Clericalium absque authentica 
auctoritate aplica. et ordinarionun consensu. 

7. Statuimus nullos Regulares in posterum publice ad altare mendicare nisi 
sint ex conventu in quo quatuor sunt, ex quibus duo ad minus sint Sacerdotes, 
et facile non admittatur Regidaris ad quaestus publice faciendos nisi fuerit 
Sacerdos ad celebrandiun populo propter levaraen et solamen parochonim. 

8. Statuimus ut nulli fratnim Franciscanorum qvii non obedierit intra 30 dies 
a die horum actiuun suo superiori, scilicet Rev. P. Petro Geanor quern nobis 
constat esse legitimum Franciscanorum Provincialem, ullus Catholicus con- 
iiteatur vel ejus sacrum audiat aut eloemos3mas ei publice petenti elargiatur 
post illos 30 dies. 

9. Decernimus insiq>er ut ordin.^rii omnes in suis resjiective .dioecesibus im- 
jungant I'arociiis ac pi tedicatorilius serio ac sub interminatione diviuae vindictre 
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1. “As we have been informed that the bodies of some deceased 
laymen, in various parts of this kingdom, have been laid out in public, 
on a bier, clothed in religious habits, wo decree, and command, that for 
the future no corpse shall be thus laid out. 

2. “ Since it is necessary for all the clergy of Ireland that an agent 
and procurator should be in Rome, to carry on, and expedite their busi- 
ness, we decree that £50 sterling, of English money, bo annually given 
to our agent in Rome, which sum shall be equally divided by the Metro- 
politans between the Provinces ; and, as the Rev. Dr. John Rrennan, 
during the past year, has acted as our agent in that city, we decree that 
the said sum be paid to him. 

3. “No public rites or unusual questing shall hereafter be intro- 
duced without having first consulted the ordinary of the diocese and 
obtained his permission. 

4. “ We command abstinence from flesh-meat on the feast of St. 
Mark (as also on the three days preceding the Ascension), except when 
it falls on Sunday, or in Easter week. 

5. “We command all the Parish Priests to use every endeavour to 
prevent the clamour and vociferations of the womeu who accompany 
the funerals of the deceased. 

6. “ We decree that no religious order shall occupy or retain any 
convents or monasteries of other religious or clerical orders without 
an authentic authorization of the Holy See and the consent of the 
ordinary. 

7. “ We decree that no religious shall hereafter ask alms at the altar, 
unless they belong to a convent in which there are four religious, of 
whom two, at least, are priests ; and, in general, no religious is to be 
allowed to quest publicly unless he be a priest, who may offer the 
Holy Sacrifice for the people, and thus relieve and assist the Parish 
Priest. 

8. “ We command, that should any member of the Franciscan order, 
within thirty days, refuse to acknowledge as his superior the Rev. 
Father Peter Geanor, whom we certify to be the legitimate Franciscan 
Provincial, no Catholic, after the said thirty days, shall confess to him 
or assist at his Mass, or give him alms when publicly questing for 
them. 


monerc populos sibi subditos nullum favorem, operam ant auxilium pnebere 
latronibus aut vianim grassatoribus aliisque publican quietis perturbatoribus 
(vulgo Tories dictis.) 

lU. Quoniam Apus. preecipit lit fiant obsecrationes et orationes pro omnibus 
hominibus, pro Regibus et omnibus qui in snbUmitato constituti simt, jiarochi 
atque etiam rcgidarea in suis conventibus diebus Dominicis moneant i>optdu’n 
ut singuli Deum orent pro Serenissimis Carlo Ho et Catharina, Rege et Regina 
nostris, ut Dens eis omnem folioitatem et insuper prolem elargiri dignetur ; item 
pro Excuio D. Pro-Rege Hibernia) ; necnon pro fehei Anglise, Hibernia) et Sooti.T3 
regimine, et oadem iutentione dicantur iisdem diebus Litaniie B. V. M. aute vcl 
(lost Missam. 

11. Deniquo dcccrnimus et voluinus ut nullum ex ordine subsoribendi hisco 
actibus aliisque Scripturis, et Instrumentia hujus Congnis. pnejudicium juri 
cujus)>iam Hat. 

Die, 20 Jiuiii, 1070. 
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9. “ We, moreover, decree that all the ordinaries shall command, in 
their respective dioceses, the Parish Priests and preachers to admonish 
and warn, under threat of the divine vengeance, the people subject to their 
charge, to give no favour, aid, or assistance to robbers, highwaymen, 
and other disturbers of the public peace, who are known as Tories. 

10. “ Since the Apostle commands supplications and prayers to be 
offered up for all men, for kings, and for all who are placed in 
authority, let the parish clergy, and also the regulars in their convents, 
admonish the people on Sundays, that all should pray to God for the 
most serene Charles the Second and Catherine, our king and queen, that 
God may deign to grant to them prosperity and offspring, as also for our 
most excellent lord, the Yiceroy of Ireland ; and, moreover, for the good 
government of England, Ireland, and Scotland, and with the same 
intention let the litanies of the Blessed Virgin be recited on the said 
days either before or after Mass. 

11. “In fine, we decree and intend that the rights of no one shall 
be prejudiced by the order of subscribing to these acts, and to the other 
documents and instruments of this Synod.’^ 

Another matter which engaged the attention of the Bishops 
in the Synod, was the drawing up of an address to be presented 
to the Viceroy. Precisely four years had now elapsed since the 
Irish Prelates, convened in Dublin, at the desire of Ormond, had 
presented to the Crown a declaration of loyalty and allegiance. 
On that occasion they rejected, it is true, the Valeslan Remon- 
strance, but, then, they appended to their address three propo- 
sitions,* which one would suppose any government hostile to 
the Holy See would be glad to find presented to them. Yet 
that address was rejected with disdain, and the Viceroy ordered, 
without delay, the imprisonment of the assembled Bishops ; and 
renewed hostility against the Catholic Priesthood seemed to be the 
only result of their well-intentioned deliberations. But what 
could not be obtained by petition,was won by the unflinching spirit 
“of the Irish Hierarchy, which, encouraged by the Holy See, refused 
to sacrifice to court-favour one jot of Catholic principle ; and though 
the Primate died in exile, and the other Prelates were compelled 
to endure sufferings and persecutions, yet the cause for which they 
combatted was sure to triumph, and the English ministers were 
glad in 1670, to receive from the Irish Bishops that very address, 
which, even with its un-Irish appendix, they had disdainfully 
rejected four years before. We shall here present to the reader 
in parallel columns the Address of the Bishops in June, 1670, 
and that rejected by the government in June, 1666: — 

• We majf here remark that it was only by a deceptive explanation of these 
propositions that the Primate, Dr. Edmund O’Reilly, and the other members of 
the SynoA were induced to subscrilje to them. Perhaps on some future occasion 
W'e may give fuvrher particulars regarding this assembly. 
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no 


Addreet presented by the Bishops 

of Ireland to the Lord Viceroy 

of the Kingdom.* 

“ To our most gracious King, 
Charles II., Monarch of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland. 

“ We, your Majesty’s subjects, 
the Clergy of the Homan Catholic 
Church, do hereby declare and 
solemnly protest before God and his 
angels, that we own and acknow- 
ledge your Majesty to be our law- 
ful King and the undoubted Mo- 
narch, as well of this your realm 
of Ireland, as of all other your 
Majesty’s dominions; and con- 
sequently we confess ourselves 
bound in conscience to be obedient 
to your Majesty in all civil and 
temporal affairs as far as any other 
subjects can orought to be to their 
Princes, as the laws of God and 
nature require from us ; and there- 
fore we promise that we, during 
life, will inviolably bear true 
allegianoe to your Majesty, your 
lawful heirs and successors, and 
that no power on earth shall be 
able to withdraw us from our 
duty herein ; and that we will, 
even to the loss of life and pro- 
perty, if occasion requires, assert 
and defend your Majesty’s rights 
against any that shall invade the 
same, or attempt to deprive your 
Majesty, your lawful heirs and suc- 
cessors, of any part thereof. And, 
in order that this our sincere pro- 
testation may more clearly appear, 
we further declare the doctrine to 
be false and intolerable which 
teaches that any private subject 
may lawfully kill his Prince, the 
anointed of God. Wherefore, 
deeply persuaded of the abomi- 
nable and sad consequences which 
ensue from its practice, we oblige 


Address presented in 16G6. 

The Catholic Clergy's Remonstrance 
of Loyalty ; — 

“ We, your Majesty’s subjects, 
the Boman Catholic clergy of the 
Kingdom of Ireland, together as- 
sembled, do hereby declare and 
solemnly protest before God and 
his holy angels, that we own and 
acknowledge your Majesty to be 
our true and lawful King, supreme 
lord, and undoubted sovereign as 
well of this realm of Ireland, as of 
all other your Majesty’s dominions; 
consequently, we confess ourselves 
bound in conscience to be obedient 
to your Majesty in all civil and 
temporal affairs, as any subject 
ought to be to his prince, and as 
the laws of God and nature require 
at our hands. Therefore, we pro- 
mise that we will inviolably bear 
true allegiance to your Majesty, 
your lawful heirs, and successors, 
and that no power on earth shall 
be able to withdraw us from our 
duty herein; and that we will, 
even to the loss of our blood, if 
occasion requires, assert your Ma- 
jesty’s rights against any that shall 
invade the same, or attempt to de- 
prive yourself or your lawful heirs 
and successors of any part thereof. 
And to the end, this our sincere 
protestation may more clearly ap- 
pear, we further declare that it is 
not our doctrine that subjects may 
be discharged, absolved, or freed 
from the obligation of performing 
their duty of true obedience and 
allegiance to their prince ; much 
less ma)' we allow of or pass as 
tolerable any doctrine that per- 
niciously, and against the word 
of God, maintains that any private 
subject may lawfully kill or mur- 
der the anointed of God, his 


• See Appendix No. 30. 
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ourselves to discover unto your 
•Majesty or some of your ministers 
any attempts of that kind, or 
rebellions against your Majesty’s 
person, crown, or royal authority, 
which may come to our know- 
ledge, that thus such horrid evils 
may be prevented. 

“ In fine, as we hold the afore- 
said things to be just and agreeable 
togoodconsciencs, so wowill preach 
them, and seek to inculcate them 
on our respective flocks, ready 
to confirm them with our oaths. 
In witness whereof we do’ here- 
unto subscribe, the 18th day of 
June, 1670.” 


prince ; wherefore, pursuant to the 
deep apprehension we have of the 
abomination and sad consequences 
of its practice, we do engage our- 
selves to discover to your Majest)’, 
or some of your ministers, any at- 
tempt of that kind, rebellion or 
conspiracy, against your ^lujesty’s 
person, crown, or royal authority, 
that comes to our knowledge, 
whereby such horrid evils may bo 
prevented. Finally, as we hold 
the premises to be agreeable to 
good conscience, so we religiously 
swear the due observance thereof 
to our utmost, and we will preach 
and teach the same to our respec- 
tive flocks. 

“ In witness whereof, we do 
hereunto subscribe, the 1 5th day 
of June, 1666.” — (See O’Conor’s 
History, &c., App. xvi.) 


Thus, the address of 1670 was identical, if not in every word, 
at least in substance, with that rejected in 1666, and still more, 
it was free from the three propositions adopted and subscribed 
to by the former assembly — propositions borrowed from tlie 
declarations of the Parisian clergy, which, howsoever they were 
explained to the Irish Prelates, had originally been drawn up in 
a spirit of hostility and insult to Rome.* 

Some writers, confiding too much on the authority of histo- 
rians who were alike the enemies of Ireland and of our Catholic 
faith, have broached assertions regarding this Synod which are 
wholly repugnant to truth, and are alike discreditable to the 
Archbishop of Dublin and to the subject of these memoirs. 
Thus, it is gravely asserted that Dr. Talbot, on arriving in Ire- 
land, found the Prelates assembled in Dublin (and this, too, in 


* These proiX)sitions were as follows : — 

“ 1st. We do hereby declare that it is not our doctrine that the Poi>e hath 
any authority in temporal affairs over our sovereign lord King Charles the 
Second : yea, we promise that W'e will oppo.se them that wuU assert any power 
direct or indirect over him in civil and temporal affairs. 

“ 2nd. That it is our doctrine that our gracious King Charles the Second is so 
absolute and independent, that he acknowledgeth not, nor hath in civil and 
temporal affairs, any power aliove him under God ; and that to be our constant 
doctrine, from which we shall never decline. 

“ 3rd. That it is our doctrine that w’e subjects owe such natural and just 
obedience unto our King, that no power, under any pretext soever, can cither 
dispense wdth us or free us thereof.’ —{See Butler’s Memou-s, &o., vol. 3, p. 434.) 
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1669) — that he at once introduced himself amongst them, 
announcing that the King had appointed him to oversee them 
all: that Dr. Plunket, “ considering this an unwarranted assump- 
tion, desired to see the authority on which it was advanced, 
alleging that if there was in fact such an authority, he would 
submit to it. The other answered that he had not it under the 
great seal. To which Dr. Plunket replied, that the little seal 
would serve his turn, but until one or other was produced, 
he would" take care to oversee Talbot, and expected to be 
obeyed.”* 

All these assertions are most unfounded, and are as little 
consonant to truth as is the date 1669, which some of these 
writers assign to the National Synod. It was Dr. Plunket, 
indeed, that convoked this Synod, but Dr. Talbot, who was 
long in Ireland before the Synod, was the chief Bishop with 
whom he made arrangements for its convocation. The ques- 
tion of the Primacy being as yet undecided, and the presi- 
dency of the Synod depending on who was to be considered 
the Primate, Dr. Plunket proposed that the decision of the ques- 
tion should be left to the assembled prelates; but Dr. Talbot 
chose rather to refer it to the decision of the Holy See ; to which 
the Archbishop of Armagh readily assented ; and in the mean- 
time, with the protest which is usually made in such cases, that 
the rights of the respective parties should receive no prejudice 
from the order of subscribing to the decrees, &c. (as may be seen 
in the eleventh canon), the presidency was ceded without any 
opposition to Dr. Plunket; and the Bishops proceeded with their 
deliberations in a most perfect spirit of unity and peace.f It was 
at the close of the proceedings that a dispute arose, which, though 
of no Importance m itself, yet gave some colouring to the fabrica- 
tions of the above monstrous talc. In the letters of Dr. Plunket 
no reference is made to this dispute, but in a note of Propaganda 
it is recorded that on the Synod being convened by Dr. Plunket, 
principally for the purpose of drawing up a declaration of alle- 
giance to his Majesty, and when all the assembled Prelates had 
signed the proposed declaration, a question arose as to who should 
present it to his Majesty. Some proposed Sir Nicholas Plunket, 
who had been long distinguished for his services in the Catholic 
cause, and, as well in the deliberations of the Confederation of 
Kilkenny, as in various embassies of which he formed a part, had 


* These aa.sertion.s have lieen repe.T.tcil, almost in the very words of the text, 
l>y most of tlie motfern wriUrs on our Irish history. 

.t See letter of Dr. Crcagl^ at i>age 70, where he states that the affairs of 
tliia Synod were conductcnl with the greatest harmony. See also |»age 88, about 
the midiUe, where Dr. Plunket siieaks of the liarmony prevailing in the laud. 
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given clear proofs of his ability and prudence. He was a near 
relative of the Primate, and brother of the Bishop of Meath : and 
in attestation of his services he had received the order of knight- 
hood from Pope Innocent the Tenth. Dr. Talbot, however, 
opposed his appointment to present their address, alleging that he 
himself had long been intimate with the Court and the Royal 
family, and that he had received an authorization from the King 
to superintend the clergy in civil matters of this kind. Dr. Plunket 
demanded that this commission from the King should be pre- 
sented in writing and under the King’s seal, adding that then, with- 
out hesitation, all would leave in his hands the presentation of 
the address. Indeed, there can be but little doubt as to Dr. 
Talbot’s having received such a commission from the court, 
especially as we find a letter addressed to him from London, 
in September, 1672, by Dr. Patrick Magin, brother of the Vicar- 
General of Dromore, conveying to him a similar commission, and 
requesting him, in the name of Lord Arlington, to superintend 
the manner of acting of the Irish Clergy, and t(^ check the vio- 
lence of some of the Prelates. But on the present occasion either 
Dr. Talbot had not received this commission in writing or was 
unwilling to present it to the Synod, and hence the assembled 
Bishops deputed Sir Nicholas to be the bearer of their declaration 
to the King. 

On the second day of the Synod, a petition! was drawn up and 
despatched to the Holy See, soliciting the appointment of some 
new bishops to the vacant dioceses, and presenting at the same 
time the names of the clergymen whom they deemed most 
deserving of the episcopal dignity. Favours and dispensations 
are also solicited from the Holy Father, regarding the prac- 
tice of abstinence as it then prevailed in Ireland, and various 
questions affecting the interests of our church. 

* See Latin letter of Sir Nicholas Plunket, addressed to the Secretary of Pro- 
paganda, 28th Sept., 1671. Appendix, No. 81. 

t We insert the original j>etition, which is as follows : — 

“lUme. ac Rme. Dne. 

“Cum Clemens Papa VIII. feh Rec. die 13 Martii anno 1598, indultiun quod 
incipit, Venerabiles fratre^ concesserit Epis, perHiberniam constitutis, commu- 
tandi abstineutiam a carnibus feria 4“ et ab ovis feria 6" in Hibernia consuetam 
in alia pia oi>era, quod indultum aliqui Episcopi acceptarimt, alii non, quibus 
non obstantibus progreasu temporis ubique observata fuit donee nonnulli in 
extemis regnis (ubi consuetudo non abstinendi illis diebus viget) educati non 
absque scandalo et multorum disseiisione, aliis applaudentibus, aliis contradicen- 
tibus, morem antiquum abstinendi transgre<liuutur, quod sane multis eat peccandi 
occasio. Quaprontcr nos infrascrij)ti ut hujusmodi scandalis et dissensionibus 
opportunuiu adhibeatur rcinedium enixe rogamus Illmam. Dom Vestram ut 
auctoritate Aplica, Indulto dementis nolhs uti liceat, atqjie ut prsedicta 
abstinentia unius cuj usque devotioni relinquatiu-, mancantque fidelcs lil>eri ab 


NATIONAL COUNCIL HELD IN DUBLIN IN 1670. 


123 


The discipline of the Church regarding matrimonial dispen- 
sations within the prohibited degrees was, at the time of which 

ipsius observatione, q\iod in magnum animarum solatium ccssurum non dubi' 
temus. 

“ Cum insuper nonnulli Regulares prjetextu privilegionira, in 2® et 2o consan- 
guinitatis et affinitatis gradu necnon inter levantem et levatum dispensent, ao 
pneterea in omni irregularitate etiam ex defectu vel delicto publico proveniente, 
rogamus Illmam. Dom. Vestram ut Sacra Congregatio liujusmodi privilegio vel 
nobis concedi procuret vel a Regularibus aiuerri. Non enim consentaneum 
videtur ut quilibet Regu laris in nostris Dioscesibus ad Episcopalis dignitatis 
vilij>endiiun majora quam nos ipsi privilegia exercere valeat. 

“ Ciun rursus tempore longi Mli et saevfe j>er8ecutionis Cromwellian ae capitula 
in diversis Dicecesibus fuerint destnicta, dignitariis et canonicis vel mortuis vel 
peremptis ; ex quo magnse dissensiones et defectus etiam legitimse election is 
Vicariorum Generalium exortw sunt, ut in iK)sterum in omni eventu hujusmodi 
incommodis obex ])onatur, supplicamur, Illm. Dni. Vee. ut nobis a S. S* et a 
S. Cong® facultatem impetret instituendi dignitarios et formale capitulum in 
mis Ecclesiis Cathedralibus in quibus hactenus extitenmt. 

“ Ciun denique pro majori animarum consolatione et spirituali lucro multum 
conducant iudulgentiee plenariae in diebiis patronorum Ecclesiarum Cathedralium 
et Parochialium, rogamus Illmam. Dom. Vestram ut uno indidto seu brevi 
generaH hujusmodi indulgentiaa^concedi procuret omnibus rite dispositis qui in 
metis diebus a primia Vesperis usque ad 2®^ locum in quo talium patronorum 
solemnitas celebrabitur, visitaverint. 

“ Quandoquidem in Hibernia messis sit multa, operarii vero et pastores 
pauci, sunt etenim triginta quatuor Dioeceses ot sex tantum Epi. qui ^minis- 
trandis sacramentis et instruendis populis non sufficerent, etiamsi nihil aliud toto 
vitte tempore agerent prseterquam soli confirmationis Sacramento attendere ; 
quibus accedit magnam clero existimationem et venerationem etiam ajmd 
Mversarios ex congruo Eporum. numero (sicut experti sumus) oriri, rogamus 
Illmam. Dom. Vesteim ut in imaquaque Hib® provincia nonnuUos novos Epos, 
instituendos S. Sanctitati et s. Congregationi proponat. 

“ Subjicimus autem hie nomina illonun Ecclonim. quos tantoe dignitati ac 
muneri aptos et idoneos in Dno. judicamus. 

“ PRO PROVINCIA ARDMACANA. 

“ D. Patricius Daly, I.U.D., qui a 30 annis Vic. Generalem agit in 
Dicecesi Ardmacana, vir magnse chantatis et iutegerrimae vitae pro Dicecesi 
Clogherensi. 

“R. D. Oliverius Dease, vir doctus et in rebus Ecclesiasticis bene versatus 
qui etiam a .30 annis Vic. fuit Gen. Midensis, pro Dicecesi Kilmorensi. 

“R, D. Thomas Fitzsymons, Vic. Gen. Kilmorensis, S. T. Licentiatus pro 
Dicecesi Derrensi. 

“PRO PROVINCIA DUBLINEN. 

“R. D. Lucas Wadding, Vic. Gen. Femensis, vir doctus et pius quern Epis. 
Fernen. pro |suo Coadjutore desiderat, cum ipse ob senectutem ac adversam 
valetudi ncm aliasque causas gregi adesse non possit. 

“R. D. Gidielmus Phelan, S.T.D. et Cancellarius Ossorien, aeProt. Aplicus. 
vir e^egie doctus, pro Dimeesi Leghlinensi. 

“ R. Pater Nicholaus Netterrille, Soc. Jesu, vir doctrina et verbi Dei praedi- 
catione Celebris pro Dioec. Kildarensi. 

“PRO PROVINCIA CASSELLENSr. 

“R. D. Joannes Brennan, S.T.D. et Professor, vir doctrina, prudentia, et 
vitre integritate conspicuus, ut V*® lUmaj. D“i satis notum est, pro Dioccesibus 
Waterforuen. et Lismoren, canonice unitis. 

“R. D. .Jacobus Dulacus, Vic. Aplicus. Limericen. cujus etiam doctrina et 
vita; integritas Illmaj. Dni. Vne. prone nota est, pro Dimeesi Limericen. 
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we speak, rigorously maintained the Holy See; and hence, 
not only was the general faculty of dispensing in them denied to 
the bishops, but repeated letters were also addressed by the 
Sacred Congregation to the superiors of the religious orders, 
withdrawing their faculties, and insisting on their conforming 
themselves to the established disciplinary Taws. 

The dispensation as to the abstinence from meat on Wednes- 
days and from eggs on Fridays, which long usage had established 
in our Irish Church, was readily granted by the Sacred Congre- 
gation; and on the 3rd of August, 1671, we find a brief addressed 
to the Irish bishops, absolving those who had violated the law for 
the past, and empowering the respective ordinaries, at any future 
time (perpetuis futuris temporibus), to dispense with such ab- 
stinence. 

The indulgence for the feasts of Patron Saints was also granted ; 
and, in compliance with the desire of the Council to have new 
members added to the Irish hierarchy, we find, in the following 
year, no fewer than six bishops and five vicars-apostolic appointed 
to the Irish sees, viz. : — 

Dr. John Brennan, to the united dioceses of "Waterford and Lismore. 

Dr. John O’jMolony, to Killaloe. 

Dr. Patrick Duffy, to Clogher. 

Dr. Thaddeus Keogh, to Clonfert. 

Dr. Dominick de Burgo, to Elphin. 

Dr. Daniel Mackey, to Down and Connor. 

Honan Magin, vicar-apostolic of Dromore. 

Eugene Conwell, vicar- apostolic of Derry. 

Patrick Dempsey, vicar-apostolic of Kildare. 

John de Burgo, vicar-apostolic of Killala. 

Michael Lynch, vicar- apostolic of Kilmacduagh. 

“R. D. Dermitius Hedennan, S.T. Licentiatns, vir magnpc doctrinse et 
pietatis pro DicecesibusArdfertensi et Aghadocensi canonice unitis. 

“ R. D. Thadajus O’Brien, S.T.D., vel R. D. Joannes Swiny, S.T.D., velR. D. 
Gulielmus Goold, S.T.D., pro Diccccsibus Corcagiensi et Cloynensi unitis, 

“R. D. Joannes Molony, vir doctus et prudens S.T.D., vel R. D. Thomas 
Kennedy, vel R, D. Thomas Gripha, pro Dimeesi Laonensi. 

“ PRO PROV. TUAMENSI. 

“ R. D. Georgius Fallon, S.T.D. et Professor Bononiae, vel R Pater Patricius 
Kerovan, Augustinianus, vel R. D. Thomas Bourke, S.T.D., pro Dicecesi Elphi- 
nensi. 

“R. Pater Tha<l?eus Keogh, Dominicanus et S.T. Magister, vel R. D. Michael 
Linch, S.T.D., pro Dicecesi Clonfertensi. 

“Quibus omnibus simul congregati subscribimus die 18 Junii, 1670, Dublini. 

“ Oliverus Ardmacancs, etc. “ Guil, Casselen, etc. 

“ Jacobus Tuamensis, etc. “ Petrus Dublinensis, etc. 

“ Jacobus Ossorien. “ Patritius Midensis. 

“Illrao. ct Rmo. D"“ Bahlcsclii, S'® de Prop. Fide, 

Secretario Romam.” 


CHAPTER XI. 


PaoVINCIAL synod of ARMAGH, HELD IN CLONES, 1670. 

The first Provincial Synod of Armagh, in the seventeenth cen- 
tury, was held in the year 1614; and having been convened 
during the intolerant administration of Chichester, it sufficiently 
proves the anxious desire of the prelates of that province to 
maintain Catholic morality and discipline in their primitive 
purity and integrity. As some of the bishops were absent, and 
several sees were vacant, all the dioceses of the Province of Ar- 
magh were then administered by vicars-general ; and hence we 
find the name of no bishop appended to the synodical decrees 
enacted in that year. More than once these decrees received the 
sanction of succeeding synods ; but with the new era which 
seemed to open for our Irish Church during the peaceful admin- 
istration of Berkeley, Dr. Plunket deemed it expedient to make 
further efforts to root out all abuses, and to reduce to perfect 
order the disciplinary regulations of the districts intrusted to his 
care. 

For this purpose, immediately on landing in Ireland, he 
set about visiting the different dioceses of his province, convening 
their respective clergy, and deliberating on the reforms which it 
might be necessary to introduce ; and afterwards, before the close 
of 1670, he summoned, in the town of Clones, of tlie diocese of 
Clogher, a general Synod of the whole province. Many of the 
vicars-general who assisted at this Synod assembled soon after in 
the town of Armagh, and testified by letter their gratitude to the 
Holy See for having appointed so indefatigable a prelate to the 
prirri^al see, and briefly state the principal works which he had 
perfomed since his arrival in Ireland, and especially refer to the 
suspension of Terence O'Kelly, Vicar of Derry.* The Terence 
O'Kellv to whom reference is here made (his name is erroneously 
printed Terence O’Reilly in some recent publications) had many 
years before been appointed Vicar Apostolic of Derry; and when 
attempts had been made to remove him for some public crimes of 
which he had rendered himself guilty, he had had more than 
once recourse to the civil authorities to maintain himself in his 
dignity. The Father Taafe already mentioned, (p. 3) on coming to 
Ireland with a pretended authority to visit the whole Island, 


• See chapter vi., page 57, where their letter is quoted. 
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sought to give a colour to his usurpation by promulgating sentence 
of deposition against the Vicar of Derry. So just was this sentence 
that many were induced to admit as genuine the authority from 
which it proceeded; and Ronan Magin, Vicar-General of Dro- 
more, accepted a commission to carry it into execution. He 
accordingly set out, in company with some others, to be bearer to 
the guilty vicar of the decree of Taafe, suspending him from the 
exercise of all his spiritual functions. However, the object of this 
journey became known to O’Kelly; and Ronan Magin, on his 
arrival in Derry, found the military with a warrant for his arrest 
on a charge of pra^munii'e^ that is, of exercising foreign juris- 
diction in the British dominions. He was accordingly seized and 
brought to Dublin for trial ; and it was only by the intercession 
of many high members of the Court in London that he was soon 
after conducted to that city, and having been subjected to a 
nominal trial, was restored to liberty.* 

Dr. Plunket had better success with the unfortunate Vicar; 
and having first received from him a promise that he would 
submit to the decision of the Provincial Council, invited him to 
be present at its deliberations. A decree of deposition was con- 
sequently enacted in the Synod ; and, as we shall see in the twelfth 
chapter, the Archbishop himself carried it into efiect, and ap- 
pointed Eugene Conwellf his successor in the office of Vicar 
General of the diocese of Derry. 

The Synod of Clones was held on the 23rd of August, 1670; 
and, in addition to the Archbishop and Dr. Patrick Plunket, 
Bishop of Meath, there were present at it — Patrick Daly, Vicar- 
General of Armagh; Oliver Dease, Vicar- General of Meath; 
Terence O’Kelly, Vicar Apostolic of Derry ; Cornelius Gaffney, 
Vicar-General of Ardagh ; Patrick O’Mulderig, Vicar-General of 
Down and Connor; Ronan Magin, Dean and Vicar-General of 
Dromore; Thomas Fitzsimons, Archdeacon andVicar-General of 
Kilmore; Patrick Cullen, Vicar-General of Clogher; Ejjjpund 
Jange, Vicar-General of Clonmacnoise ; Eugene Conwell, vicar- 
General of Raphoe, and then elected Coadjutor Vicar of Derry. 
There were also resent Father Jolin Byrne, Superior of the 
Dominicans, and Father John Brady, Superior of the Fran- 
ciscans. 

Dr. Oliver Dease was appointed Procurator of the Synod, and 
Dr. Thomas Fitzsimons its Secretary ; and after the celebration 


* Ijetter of the Intemunzio, J une, 1669. 

t The letter of Dr. Conwell, from whicli many of the preceding particulars 
have been taken, refers this appointment to the end of August, which well 
agrees with the date which the decrees of Clones present. 
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of the Holy Sacrifice and the invocation of the Holy Ghost to 
guide them in their deliberations, the assembled prelates formally 
protested that their only object in this Council was to promote 
the glory of the Almighty, the interests of the Catholic Churcli, 
and the tranquillity and peace of the kingdom ; that thus, whilst 
they rendered to Catsar the things which were Caesar’s, they 
might render to God the things which were of God. 

The decrees which were enacted are twenty-eight in number, 
and are all directed to the removal of every scandal from the 
Sanctuary, the sanctification of the faithful, and the celebration 
of the Holy Mysteries and Rites of the Church with due 
solemnity and decorum. The parish priests were commanded to 
have a fixed place of residence; the vicars-general were pro- 
hibited to be absent from their dioceses, without special leave 
from their Metropolitan, for more than two months ; and to all 
the clergy, it was interdicted to frequent public taverns and 
market-places, and after the third admonition, such as refused to 
obey, should be deprived of ^ all ecclesiastical benefices. What- 
soever ecclesiastic should have recourse to the lay tribunals, to 
obtain a benefice or sacred office, was, by the very fact, declared 
incapable of such benefice or office, and the laity who should 
take a part in such interference, were subjected to excommuni- 
cation. It was further commanded, that in each diocese, there 
should be destined synodal examiners, and two masters of cere- 
monies, the approbation of one of whom, at least, should be 
required, before any priest should be permitted to celebrate the 
Holy Sacrifice. No priest was allowed to celebrate twice on 
Sundays or holidays, excepting in case of necessity, without an 
express permission from his Diocesan Superior. No questing 
of the religious should be allowed in Churches, without a written 
permission from the ordinary; and the parish priest was per- 
mitted to make collections at the altar only four times each year. 
One solidus, or shilling, was fixed as trie alms for the Holy 
Sacrifice; and two solicli were the annual stipend which each 
family should contribute to the support of the parish priest; and 
should any parish priest fix a smaller sum, he was to be fined by 
the ordinary. For the support of the bishops, it was fixed that 
five solidi should be given once a-year by each of the parish 
priests. All drinking at wakes, and all night- wakes were pro- 
hibited. The decrees of the Council of Trent were declared to 
be received as they had been hitherto received in all the dioceses, 
and, in fine, the assembled prelates gave their sanction to the 
various statutes which had been enacted in the Episcopal 
Synod of Dublin, in the month of Juno of the same year, con- 
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PROVINCIAL SYNOD OF ARMAGH, 


ccrning which latter Synod we shall speak more at length in a 
subsequent chapter.* 


* We insert here in full the Decrees of the Synod of Clones, so justly cele- 
brated in the modem jurisprudence of oiu- church. These decrees will be foimd 
to present many imjK)rtant variations from the text recently printeil, especially 
in the title and twenty- first decme, which we have taken from au extract pre- 
sented to the Sacred Coi^re^ation on 15th Novemlxjr, 1G77 ; also in the 
Decrees of the National ^nod, which are corrected from the original copy 
transmitted by the Synod itself to Rome. 

“ Acta, Statuta et Decreta facta et ordinata in Concilio Provincial! Ardmacano 
celebrato in oi>pido de Chines, Dicccesis Clogherensis ejusdem Provincise die 
23 August!, 1G70, praesidente Tllmo. ac Revmo. Domino D, Oliverio Archio- 
piscopo Ardmacano totius Hib. Primate et praesente Illmo. et Revmo. Do. 
D. Patritio Ei>o. Midensi cum suis respective Vicariis Generalibus, viz.; — Rever- 
endis admodum DD. Patricio Daly et Oliverio Daise ; item Reverendis DD. 
Terentio O’ Kelly, Vic. Apostolico Derrieusi ; Cornelio Gaffney, Vic. Gen. Ar- 
daghaden ; Patricio O’M^ilderig, Vic. Gen. Dimen. et Connoren. ; Ronano 
Magin, Vic. Gen. Dromoren ; Thoma Fitzsimons, Vic. Gen. Kilmoren ; 
Patricio Cullen, Vic. Gen. Clogheren ; Oliverio Daise, Procuratore ; adm. Rev. 
D. Edmundo Jange, Vic. Gen. Olonmacnoisensi ; Doctore Eugenio Conwell, Vic. 
Gen. Raix)tensi, turn instituto Derriensi ; et Rew. PP. Joanne Byrne, Ord. 
Praed. et Joanne Brady, min. oba provincialibus, etc. 

Post Sacrum et invocato Spiritu Sancto, dicto hymno Veni Creator, etc., 
declarandum esse duximus et per praeseutes declaranms, protestamur, ac notum 
facimus. Nos nihil aliud in hac nostra conventione ac Synodo meditari velle aut 
intendere, pneter quam Dei gloriam omnipotentis, Religionis Catholicse exalta- 
tionem, Regis ac Reginse salutem et conservationem, et totius Regni tranquil- 
litatem et j)acem, reddentes Cjcsari quaj sunt Caesaris, et qiue Dei Deo : itaque 
sancimus et ordinamus ut sequitur. 

1. “Statuimus et ordinamus ut in exequiis nuUae fiant conqiotationes nec 
vigilite nocturnae ab occasu ad ortum solis, nec admittautur nisi cousanguiuei 
et proximi amici. 

2. “Ut Sacerdotes et Cleric! taberaas et nundinas non frequentent, quod si 
tertio admoniti non obediant, beneficiis priventur. 

3. “ Ut omnes Sacerdotes non admittant ancillas nisi bonse famae et de qiubus 
nulla prorsus sit sus])icio ; admlttantur cognatic usque ad tertium vel quartum 
gradum ; et null® prorsus in cubiculo sacerdotis dormiant. 

4. “ Ut omnes Parochi domicilium fixum habeant sub ixena arbitraria. 

5. “Ut nuUus sacerdos seu clericus quamcumque feeminam equitaudo retro 
se gerat. 

G. “ NuUus Vicarius Generalis ultra duos menses a sua dioocesi, absque s^ieciali 
licentia Metrojxilitani, absit. 

7. “ Ut clericus qiucumque qui pro beneficio aut officio obtinendo, aut pro 
se vindicando de suo superiore aut comjietitore recurrent ad brachium saeculare, 

E raeter infami® notam eo ij)so incurrendro, sit ipso facto inhabilis et incajiax 
eneficii aut officii pro quo taliter recurrit, et laicus se immlscens huic casui sit 
excommunicatus. 

8. “ Ut nuUus sacerdos seu soecularis seu regularis substituatur in paroeciia 
sine approbatione onUnarii loci. 

9. “ Ut in qualibet ditecesi sint examiuatores Synodales et duo magistri 
casremouiarum, sine quorum aut saltern uuius de qjsis approbatione nuUus 
admittatur ad eelebrandum. 

10. “Ut nuUus parochus quastus ad sua altaria fieri permittat sine expreasa 
ordinarii licentia in scriptis accepta. 

11. “ Ut nuUius ordinis aut religionis fratres qui in dioecesi aliqua a memoria 
nostra aut parentum, conventus aut residenti.os non habuerint, ad inibi resi- 
dendum dc novo admittautur; et parochi taUbus religio.sia meniUcare autpraedi- 
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care ad altare non pennittant sine licentia ordinarii in scriptis sub pcena 
excommunicationis. 

12. “ Statuimus et ordinanms ut quicumque defunctum, q\xi vivus specialem sibi 
non elegit sepulturam, extra parceciam propriam ad aliam sei>eliendum trans- 
tulerint, a divinis arceantur donee eorum ordiuario se sistant et poena arbitraria 
mulctentur. 

13 “ Ut nuUus sacerdos sive rcgularis sive ssecularis sub poena suspensionis ipso 
facto incurrendaj, diebus Dominicis vel festivis, bis celebret nisi gravi necessitate 
urgente et prsedfertim in eodem altari absc^ue expressa ordinarii in scriptis licentia. 

14. “ Ut nullus Parochus qusestus pecuniarios exigat ad altare nisi quater in anno. 

15. “ Ut designetur locus aliquis conveniens Parocho et ParocManis in quo 
Missa habeatur, sive sacerdos duo habeat altaria, sive unum tantiun ; ^uod si 
parochiani dissenserint, electio et designatio loci sit penes sacerdotem ipsiun ; 
quoil si paroebus in hoc ^lartialis fuerit sit penes Ordinarimn. 

IG. Parochus a conju^libusaequaliter pro salarii annualis stipendio duos solidos 
Anglican os exigat ; qui de hac sununa alionun Parochorum praejudicio aliquid 
remiserit ad decern solidos Anglicanos mulctetur. 

17. “ Taxa ordinaria pro celebrantis IVIissam labore, sit unus solidus, et qui plus 
vel minus exigat ab ordinario puniatur. 

18. “ Statuimus et ordinamus ut nullus audeat in impedimentis matrimonii dis- 
pensare virtute indulti alicujua aut privilegii nisi ejus auctoritas sit ab ordinario 
approbata et in hoc etiam actu includimus Regulares sub poena suspensionis ad 
arbitrium ordinarii, Deinde pnecipimus et stricte mandamus sub eadem ixena 
ut nullus parochus accipiat hujusmodi disiiensationes, etiam a Regularibns 
Societatis Jesu, absque ordinariorum respective licentia. 

19. Statuimus et ordinamus ut nullus ordinarius pro dimissorialibus aliquid 
recipiat alioquin tamquam simoniacus a Metropolitano puniatur. 

20. “ Statuimus et ordinamus ut nullus ordinarius jiecunias pro visitatione 
accipiat nisi actu visitet, quod si contrarium fecerit, puniatur, juxta arbitrium 
MetropohtanL 

21 . “ Statuimus et ordinamus ut omnes sacerdotes j u venes qui a sexennio ordinati 
sunt, studia prosequi cogantur etiam privatione beneficiorum ; qui si Parochias 
habeant concedimus eis licentiam substituendi alios sacerdotes ab ordinario 
approbates, et ad quinquennium emolumentum quod cum substitute paciscantur 
annue accipiendi; qui nuUas vero parochias habent ab aliis Parochis adjuventur. 

22. “ Recipimus et admittimus SS. Concilium Tridentinum in onmibus 
Dioecesibus sicut hactenus receptum est. 

23. “ Statuimus et ordinamus ut nullus fiat de novo sacerdos, nisi attestetur 
ordinarius se habere necessitatem dandi iUi demissoriales et ilium habere ad 
curam animarum suj£cientem doctrinam. 

24 * * Ut quicumque sacerdos assistet matrimonio sine tribus prssviis denuntia- 
tionibus suspendatur et mulctetur ad arbitrium ordinarii et ipse ordinarius dis- 
pensans sine causa mulctetur ad arbitrium Metropolitani. 

25. “Statuimus et ordinamus ut quarta pars funeralium cedat ordinario sicuti in 
concilio Provinciali sub Illustrissimo Primate Edmundo O’ReUly numero 8 statu- 
tum est ; quoad legata vero pia, cedant ei cui determinate legata simt, salvo jure 
Parochorum et ordinarii quoad quartern partem parochialem et episcopalem juxta 
mentem concilii Tridentini sess. 25 de Reform cap. 13. 

26 “ Statuimus et ordinamus ut omnes Parochi ante finem duorum mensium 
habeant exemplar horum actuum et aliorum actuum concilionun Provincialium, 
^sque ^uohbet meuse legant et in synodis Dicecesanis publice perlegantur, ac 
insuper inter Missanim solemnia, statuta popidiun conceruentia publicentur. 

^ “Statuimus et ordinamus ut quilibet Parochus in quacunoue dioecesi 
totius Provinciaj det Metropolitano pro uua vice tantum quinque soliaos monetse 
Anglicano). 

28, “Tandem accipimus omnia statuta acta Dublinii diebus 17, 18, et 20. 
Junii, 1670, ab Archiepiscopis et Episcopis Hibemue simul congregatis quorum 
primum est 

[Here follow the decrees of the synod of Dublin, already given in chip, x, 
page 116 of these Memoirs.] 
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CHAPTER XII. 


PEOVINCIAL SYNOD OF ARDPATBICK, NEAR LOUTH, IN 1678. 

• 

Succeeding years bring with them new exigencies regarding 
the disciplinary laws of the Church ; former decrees may be 
neglected, or perhaps have fallen into oblivion ; new social circum- 
stances may have arisen to require new arrangements in the 
outward discipline of the Church ; and perhaps, too, abuses may 
have crept in to call for the pruning hand of the pastor, or demand 
the enactment of canonical punishments to chastise the guilty and 
check the vicious in their criminal career. Hence, wisely has the 
Church decreed that her Provincial Synods should be renewed 
at stated intervals, and that her pastors, assembled in the spirit of 
God, should deliberate together on the spiritual necessities of 
their flocks. 

Though the year 1678 already presented forebodings of the 
approaching tempest which was soon to render desolate so many 
of our Irish sees, yet Dr. Plunket resolved not to defer any longer 
the celebration of his second provincial synod, and he accordingly 
convened it for the month of August, 1678. One bishop had been 
added to the province of Armagh since its pastors had last assem- 
bled in 1670, at Clones, viz., Dr. Patrick Tyrrell, Bishop of 
Clogher and Administrator of Kilmore, a man renowned, even on 
the continent, for his knowledge of ecclesiastical jurisprudence, 
and at the same time a zealous co-operator with the primate in 
carrying into execution the disciplinary laws of the Church. Dr. 
Conwell had in the interval passed to a happy eternity, and his 
successor, Luke Plunket, bore in the present synod not only the 
title of Vicar-General of Derry, but also of Procurator of the 
diocese of Raphoe. Dr. James Cusack, who took part in this 
synod as Procurator of the Vicar- Aj)ostolic of Ardagh, had already 
been appointed Coadjutor of the Bishop of Meath, but was not 
as yet consecrated ; and we find three others also present, Edward 
Dromgole, Henry Hugo, and Bernard Magork, whose names 
were afterwards transmitted to Rome as worthy to be successors 
of the martyred primate, and the first of whom governed the 
Church of Armagh for three years, having been constituted by 
the Holy Father Vicar- Apostolic of that See. 

This synod was opened with all solemnity ; first, the Litanies 
of the Saints were chanted ; then an exhortation was addressed to 
the assembled prelates, and with the hymn of the Holy Ghost, 
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Veni Creator Spiritus, they invoked the Father of heavenly coun- 
sels to guide them in their deliberations. Afterwards was renewed 
the protest of the former council, that their only object in thus 
assembling was “ to promote the glory of God, and promote the 
advancement of the Catholic faith, the salvation or souls, the 
tranquillity of king and kingdom, rendering to Caesar the things 
which are of Caesar, and to God the things which are of God.” 

It was then decreed by the assembled prelates: — 

1. That the clergy should warn the faithful against aiding or 
countenancing the bodies of lawless bandits, who were called 
Tories^ and who, under the pretence of defending the national 
rights, then infested the country ; and that they (the clergy), 
should likewise make known to their flocks what dishonour the 
deeds of these wicked men brought upon their religion and 
country. 

2. That the doctrine which declared that the appointments of 
the Holy See to particular dioceses, required for their validity the 
acceptance of the clergy and laity of these dioceses, was erroneous, 
and that the oaths taken not to acknowledge any who would not 
be thus accepted were damnable and not binding before God. 

3. That, whilst they lament the ignorance of some who would 
fain affirm that the postulation of the clergy or laity, or of both, 
or presentation of the lay nobility, is binding on the Holy 
Father when appointing bishops to the vacant Sees, they at the 
same time declare “ such practice and doctrine to be schismatical 
and contrary to the canons,” and decree that “ such as, in conse- 
quence of similar presentations or postulations, impede the 
appointments made by the Holy See, are subjected to censures 
reserved to the Supreme Pontiff*.” 

4. The fourth decree condemns “ as perverse and erroneous, the 
ravings of those who affirm that it belongs to the people to choose 
their own pastors, and to fix for them, independently of the ordi- 
nary, the stipend to be given them. 

5. That teaching is declared erroneous and contrary to the 
Scripture, which would affirm that no stipend is due by the faith- 
ful to their lawful pastors. 

6. The doctrine is likewise condemned which declared it lawful 
to take the goods of Protestants, or of any others whosoever, the 
owners not being cognizant or willing; and, it is added, that such 
persons acting unlawfully are obliged to restitution. 

7. The clergy are prohibited to admit those pupils who are 
called Dallas; and the violators of this decree incurred the penalty 
of deprivation of benefice or office. 

8. It was prohibited to priests to drink whiskey in any public 
house or public assembly, and any one guilty of this crime should 
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be subjected to a fine of ten solidi* to be given to the Vicars- 
General, and Vicars-Forane of the diocese. 

9. No priest should frequent the public markets without the 
permission of the ordinary, and the transgressors of this law were 
also subjected to a fine of ten solidi. 

10. It was enacted that every month, with the exception of 
the three winter months, conferences should be held in each of 
the districts of the Vicars-Forane, and any priest who absented 
himself from these conferences incurred a penalty of five solidi. 

11. That those who publicly defame their superiors should 
not be admitted to the sacraments, till they either establish their 
charges before the proper tribunals, or give satisfaction to the 
injured party. 

12. None of the laity should receive the aspersory, but only be 
sprinkled with holy water, according to the rite of the Church. 

13. Neither the Ordinary nor the Metropolitan has power to 
dispense in the irregularity arising from the public violation of 
censures, and any such dispensations hitherto accorded are de- 
clared to have been invalid. 

14. Every priest who refuses due obedience to his ecclesias- 
tical superior incurs suspension from his benefice or office for 
three months, and if after three months he should continue con- 
tumacious, he is declared ipso facto incapable of any ecclesias- 
tical benefice in that Province. 

15. Penalties are then enacted against any of the clergy who 
should attempt to offer the Holy Sacriuce, without having 
observed strict fast from the preceding midnight. 

16. Each parish priest was commanded to have within three 
years, at least, one silver chalice of the value of fifty solidi, with 
decent vestments, all which should be left to the parish on the 
demise or departure of the parish priest. 

17. The seventeenth decree regards clergymen dying intestate, 
and each diocese is directed to adopt the regulation of the Me- 
tropolitan Church in regard of the disposal of their property. 

18. It is decreed that the four testilia, which were due to the 
parochial clergy four times in the year, were part of the stipend 
due by the faithful to their pastors. 

19. The rights and customs of the Archdeacons when con- 
ferring benefices should remain unaltered. 

20. It was declared that Dr. Patrick Tyrrell, Bishop of 
Clogher, having received a full and legitimate appointment to 
the administration of Kilmore, all Catholics, whether clergy or 
laity, were obliged to show every reverence and obedience to 


* The Bolidits was equal to one shilling. 
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him, and all who should contumaciously persist in opposing him, 
were subjected to ecclesiastical censures reserved to nis Holiness. 

21. Those who should contract marriage within the prohibited 
degrees, without having received a dispensation, were to be ex- 
cluded from the Holy Sacrifice, and the Sacrament of the altar. 

22. When controversies should arise between different dioceses, 
or between adjoining parishes of the same diocese, as to their 
respective limits, the Ancient Register should be followed. 

23. The decree of the Council of Trent regarding clandestine 
marriages is enacted, that is, all marriages are declared null 
which should be celebrated without the presence of the parish 
priest, and of at least two witnesses. 

24. The most illustrious Primate was requested to form part 
of a commission, for which the Bishop of Clogher, and the Rev. 
Bernard Magork, Dean and Vicar-General of Armagh, as well 
as Dr. Edward Dromgole, were especially deputed, and which 
should propose to the various religious orders some regulations 
to be observed. These regulations especially regarded the 
manner of questing for alms, and they moreover commanded that 
no religious should celebrate the holy Sacrifice except once each 
day, or exercise parochial duties without a written approbation 
from the ordinary. No member, too, of a religious order should be 
permitted to seek for alms in any parish, unless some member 
of the same order administered spiritual assistance there by 
preaching and catechising the people when requested to do so by 
the parish priest. 

25. The Primate was requested to undertake a general visi- 
tation of the whole Province. 

26. In fine, it was decreed that all the clergy, whether present 
or absent, should unceasingly offer up their prayers to the divine 
Majesty, for the safety of the most serene king Charles II., of 
the queen and royal family, and especially of the then Viceroy, 
lor the tranquillity of the nation, and for peace amongst Christian 
princes, and that they should command their flocks to offer 
similar prayers ; and all these decrees are declared to be directed to 
the greater glory of God, of the Blessed Virgin, and of St. Patrick, 
(the patron of Ireland), and St. Augustine, on whose feast, and 
under whose invocation, this holy synod was concluded.* 

* We add here iu full the original decrees enacted in the Provincial Council of 
Ardpatrick, as sent by Dr. Plunket to the Intemunzio in Brussels. 

In Nomine Dni. Amen. 

Acta, Statuta, et Decreta facta et oi-dinata in cone, provinciali in loco do 
Ardpatrick prope Louth in Dioec. Armachana die 28 mensis Augusti, 1678, 

S wsidente lllmo. et Rmo. D.D., Oliverio Armachano Metropolitauo ac totius 
ibemias Primate, prajsentibus Illmis et Revmis D.D., Patritio Midensi, et 
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When transmitting the decrees of Ardpatrick to the Internunzio 
in Brussels Dr. Plunket requested him to forward them to Rome, 

Pairitio Clogheren. administratore Kilmoren. ; Rev. admodum, D.D., Jacoho 
GusacOy S-T.D., procuratore Vic. Aplici Ardaghaden; Pairitio dMxdderig. Vic. 
Conaoren; Edwardo Drumgoley S. T.D., procuratore Vic. Glia Clonmacnoisen; Luca 
Plunket, Abbate S. Thomas Vic. Gn. Derren. et procuratore Rapoteu; Pairitio 
Bruin, Vic. Gn. Dunen. procre Vic. Glia. Dromoren; Hennco Hugonio, S.T.D., 
procre Capituli Arraacham ; Chrutophoro Plunket* archidiac. Clogheren.\ Bernardo 
DecanoArmachano; Pairitio Plunketo, Vic. Louthen. Poat litanias omnium 
SS., concionem, ac invocationem Spiritus Scti. lecto hymno Veni Creator Spiritua, 
deciarandum ease duximos, sicut per praesentes declaramus, nos in hacce nra. 
Cngne nihil meditari aut intendere, quam Dei omnipotentia gloriam, Cath. Reli- 
gionis exaltationem, reddentes ea, quse sunt Cnaaris, Cffisari, et quee aunt Dei, Deo. 

1. Statuimus ergo et ordinamus, ut omnes Parochi et curam animanim 
habentes prasdicent contra latrones, vulgo Tories, et contra fautores eorum ac 
receptores, et exjsonant, in quanto pericido animarum suarum, et corporum ver- 
aantur, et quam nigram notam inurant et Religioni, ac Natioi^ ac quantam 
jacturam patriotis suis inferant impediendo commercium, ac ipsos reddendo 
obnoxioa multis aliia gravaminibus. 

2. Decemimus contra spargentes illam doctrinam, quod proviaiones Ecclianim 
facte a aummo Pontifice dependeant ab acceptatione cleri, et populi, et juramen- 
tum prsestitum ab Ecclesiasticis et laicis de non acceptandis auperioribus abaq. 
mutuo consensu esse damnabilem, ac pcrinde doctrinam illam damnamus velut 
erroneam, et declaramus unumquemq. obligari ad revocationem tails juramenti, 
et ad Ulud non servandum. 

3. Cum proh dolor, tarn crassa sit ignorantia aliquorum ut existiment postula- 
tionem aut cleri aut populi, aut utriusq. aut pnesentationem nobilium sscularium 
ligare manus aummo Pontihci, declaramus hujusmodi praxim et doctrinam esae 
achismaticam, et contra canones. Declaramus insujser impedientes vi istarum 
.postulationum, aut prsesentationum, executionem provisionum a aummo Pontifice 
factarum, aut fiendarum incimrere censuras ipsi summo Pontifici reservatas. 

4. Damnamus tanquam doctrinam perversam ac erroueam quorumdam deliria, 
qui dicunt penes populum esse, assumere aibi, quos voluut, pastorea, et taxare 
quantum stipendii sit ipsis dcbitum, invitis ordinariis. 

5. Damnamus doctrinam illorum qui dicunt, aut prsedicant non deberi atiisen- 
dium exercentibus curam animarum, tanquam erroneam et contrariam S. Scripturas. 

6. Damnamus doctrinam illorum qui tenent aut docent licere accipere bona 
protestantium, aut aliorum quonimcunq. ipsis insciia et invitis, velut erroneam, 
et nullatenus excusantem a restitutione. 

7. Decemimus, ut nullus Sacerdos adoptet, aut acceptet alumnos, vulgo 
Dallas, dii*ecte vel indirecte, jser se vel per alium, et qui hoc decretum transgressua 
fuerit, careat beneficio et o&cio ad arbitrium ordiuarii. 

8. Decemimus et statuimus, ut nullus Sacerdos bibat aquam stillatam in ulla 
popina. aut congressu publico sub poena decern aolidor. applicandomm Vic. 
geuerahbus et Foraneis. 

9. Decemimus, ut nullus Sacerdos profiscatur ad nundinas, vel fora absq. 
liceutia ordinarii in scriptis, et qui hoc decretum violaverit, solvat decern solidos 
Vic. suo Foraneo. 

10. Decemimus et atatuimus, ut quolibet mense exceptis tribua menaibua 
hyemalibiis, fiant conferentise casuum conscientise in districtibus aingulor. 
vicariorum Foraneor, et qui aberit, solvat quinque solidos prajsentibus. 

11. Decemimus, et statuimus, ut qui suos superiorcs diffamant, tamdiu arcean* 
tur ab administratione sacramentor., donee probaverint crimen auperiori impu- 
tatum coram Judice competente, aut satisfaciant parti tesse. 

12. Decemimus, ac statuimus, ut nullus sacerdos aive sseculatis, sive reglis. 
ulli sflRCulari porrigat aspersorium, sed aqua tantum aspergatur juxta ritum 
Eccleate. 

13. Declaramus nec metropolitanum, nec ordinarium disi>en8are posse in 
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promising an explanation of some of them in a future letter. 
On the 10th of September he, consequently, addressed the follow- 


irregularitate proveniente ex publics violstione censuranim, et diepensationes 
hactenus super his concessaa invalidas fuisse. 

14. “ Decernimus et statuimus, ut quicumq. Sacerdos, cujuscumq. grades aut 
auctoritatis, fuerit inobedibns sue suporiori, privetur per tres menses officio et 
beneficio, et si post tres menses non resipuerit, sit ipso facto incapax beneficii in 
ilia provincia. 

15. “ Decernimus et statuimus, ut Sacerdotes compotantes a media nocte, et 
postea mane celebrantes pro prima vice arceantur a celebratione missse, et ab 
administratione sacramentor. per mensem, pro secunda vice per bimestre, si tertia 
vice per annum. 

16. “Decernimus et statuimus, ut singnli parochi babeant intra triennium 
calicem argenteum valoris 50 ad minus sobdonim cum paramentis decentibus, 
qme teneantur relinquero parochiae, quandocumq. ex parochia discedant. 

17. “ Decernimus et statuimus quantum ad spolia Sacerdotum curam animar. 
habentiiun, ut unaquaeq. dioecesis observet consuetudiuem eccba;. Metropulitanffi. 

18. “Declaramus quatuor testilia, quae debentur Sacerdotibus curatis quatcr 
in anno esse partem sti^ndii pastoribus debit! 

19. "Decomimns ut Ulaesapermaneant jura et consuetudines Arcbidiaoonorum 
quoad possessnes dandas iUis, quibus couferuntur bencbcia. 

20. “ Cum nobis constat llbnum. acEmum. D. Patritium Clogberen. plenum 
ac legitimum babere jus ad administrandam Dicocesim Kilraoren. declaramus 
omnes Ecclicos. et saeculares Catbolicos ipsi omnem obedientiam ac reverentiam 
praestare debere tanquam suo superior!, et omnes ei contumaciter contradicentes 
incurrere censuras reservatas sum Sanctitati. 

21. “Decernimus, ut qui nubunt in gradibos probibitis sine dispensatione 
arceantur a missa et sacris. 

22. “Decernimus et statuimus, ut quando est controvcrsia inter diversas 
diceceses de limitibus, et inter parochias intra eamd. dioecesin, procedatur 
secundum antiquum ^gistrum. 

23. “Declaramus, quod nullum matrimonium in posterum contrabendum 
inter Ecclesim Eomame Catbobcos sit validum absque prmsentia parocbi, et 
duorum testium. 

24. “ Rogamus lUmnm. et Rmum. Nostrum Metropolitanum, et deputamus 
lUmnm. ac Rmum. Patricium Clogberen. ac Rdoa admodum Dnos. Bemardum 
Magork Decauum, ac Vic. Gen. Armacbanum Rdvardum Drumgole, S.T.D., 
vel eorum tres aliquos, ut tractent cum suporioribus Regularium m Provincia 
Armacbana, ut faciant sequentia pimcta observari a suis, nisi vel leges, vel pri- 
vilegia ostonderint in contrarium : quod si non ostenderint, statuimus, et ordi- 
namus, ut singuli Ordinarii in suis respective dioecesibus ilia faciant promulgari 
et observari tanquam statuta dicecesana. 

I. “ Ut non admittantur a<l meudicandum Regulares Conventuum in quibus 
non est competens numerus fratrum juxta ipsor. constitutiones ad observandam 
regularem disciplinam 

II. “ Ut Regulares, per se et non jjer procuratores sfeculares mendicent. 

III. “ Ut Regulares in villis privatis non erigant altaria ad convocandum 
populum ilbus ad mendicaudum 

IV. “ Cum varii Regulares diversis conventdbus assignat! a suis Superiorib. 
vivant toto fere anno domibus smcularium, cogantur a suis Superioribus vivere 
conventibus sub regular! observantia. 

V. “ Ut non binent sacra sine licentia Ordinarii in scriptis. 

VI. “ Ut non prmdicent, instruaut, aut catecbizent jiupulum sine approba- 
tions Ordinarii in scriptis. 

VII. “ Ut nullus Kegularis admittatur ad mendicandum in parochia, nisi aliqiiis 
illius Ordinis prfedicet, aut catechizot in ead. parochia, si requiratura parocho. 

25. “ Ob nccessarias ac graves momenti rationes rogamus lUmum. ac Rmum. 
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ing letter to the Intemunzlo, and the explanations which he 
presents, though few in number, must, nevertheless, serve to 
illustrate many customs of our Church in the seventeentli 
century. In the first place he explains who were the daUas 
spoken of in the seventh decree: — 

“Some wicked priests,’’ he says, “becoming nutriiort (fosterers), 
took to their care the children of Protestants, that thus they them- 
selves might be defended against their ecclesiastical superiors : these 
children were called dalla».’’ 

He then presents the true meaning of the 16th and 17th decrees : 
these, at first sight would seem to imply that the Irish churches 
were not at this time provided with proper vestments and sacred 
vessels ; however, we learn from Dr. Plunket that such a con- 
clusion would be wholly erroneous : — 

“ As to the I6th and 17th decrees, it is true that all the pastors, with 
few exceptions, have chalices of silver and decent vestments, but that 
the terms might be general, and that the few exceptional priests 
might repair their neglect, and that when the priests leave the parish or 
die, these things might not be lost, but left to the parishes in which 
they lived, the above decrees were made. 

In the 18th the word testile is used to designate the coin, four 
of which were given four times each year to the parochial clergy ; 
and Dr. Plunket explains this term as follows : — 

“ Each ‘ tettiU’ is equal to about four hajoechi, 2^., which each family 
gives four times in the year to the pastors; and as some doubted whether 
this formed part of the parochial stipend, the decree declared that they 
were a part of the stipend.” 


D. Nnnn. MetropoUtaDum, ut visitet siagulas dioeceses totius provinci® quam- 
primum ac convenienter fieri poterit 

2 ti. “ Uemum stariumiis, ut omnes tam hie preesentes, quam absentes Sacer- 
dotes incessantib. precibus dirinam majestatem orent pro incolumitate Seren- 
issiml Kegis. Nri. CaroU II., Ilegiuaj nrre., ac Regia; tamilue, aepmsentis Proregis, 
pro tranquillitate {mtria;, ac pace inter Xnos. principes, idque commendent 
orationibus suormn respective gregum ; atque ha;c ad majorem Dei, Deiparce, 
ac sanctorum Patritii nri. Patroni ac Augustini. 

The following words are added in Itahan : 

‘ ‘ Questi 80110 li atti del Cone. Provinlo. ultimamente celebrata FarA grazia di 
niandarli a Mr. Cerri e di tener una copia approsso di se. Con ana altra lettera 
ne do pih esatto ragguaglio. 

“Di V. S. Tllma. 

“Dmo. Serv. 

“Thomas Cox." 


A. Mr. Internunzio in Brussells. 


(Oliver Plunket.) 


* The bojoccoi is an Italian coin a little more than a halfpenny, ten bajocchi 
being sixjicnce. 
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His next remark is of great importance as serving to place in 
its true light the history of the promulgation in Ireland of the 
Tridentine decree regarding clandestine marriages. 

“ As to the 23rd decree,” he writes, “ the Council of Trent was received 
here at the time of Einucinni, and also in this Province at the time of 
Elizabeth, but whereas doubts were raised in some parts whether this pro- 
mulgation regarded the decree on matrimony, and as, moreover, we do 
not here dare to speak openly of the Council of Trent, it being con- 
trary to the laws, we enacted the decree in an equivalent manner ; we do 
not here dare to excommunicate or announce censures in express and 
formal words but in equivalent terms, for otherwise we should incur 
praemunire.” 

It may not be uninteresting to the reader if we here commemorate 
some facts connected with the promulgation of the Council of Trent 
in our Irish Church. Dr. Plunket refers its publication in the Pro- 
vince of Armagh to the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and we learn 
fromthe ‘Appendix Consultationis Provincialls’ of Armagh (held in 
1 6 14), that someof our Irish Bishops, that is, “ Redmundus Derriensis, 
Donaldus Rapotensis, Cornelius Dunen. et Conorensis, Edmun- 
dus Ardaghadensis, Ricardus Kilmorensis, Cornelius Clogherensis, 
et Eugenius Aghadensis,” assembled in the diocese of Clogher, 
before the year 1589,* and addressed an order to the clergy that 
the Council of Trent should be received by all, and they especially 
insisted on the reception in each parish of the decree de reforma- 
tione matrimonii. In many of the parishes, however, the 
subsequent promulgation of the decree regarding matrimony is 
extremely doubtful ; and it is certain that in some parishes 
it never was promulgated. Even in many of the districts in 
which it was received, the irruptions of the invaders, and the fre- 
quent devastation of the country, and the influx of foreign 
settlers, soon obliterated every vestige of its publication, and hence 
we find, early in the seventeenth, century some of the Irish clergy 
petitioning the Holy See to declare to them what course they 
should pursue. We have not been able to discover what answer 
was given by Rome,t but Dr. Plunket informs us, that at the 

* One of the above-mentioned bishops, Donald or Donagh M‘Congal, Bishop 
of Raphoe, died in 1589, as we leam from the Four Masters. Another of the 
bishops, Cornelius O’Dulhana, of Down and Connor, was not appointed bishop 
before 15vS4. 

t A paper presented to Projmganda by Dr. Edmund Dwyer (as agent of the 
Irish clergy) in 1636, in the name of the Archbishop of Armagh, complains of 
some Religious who presumed to exercise their faculties without the {>ermis5ion 
of the ordinary, and adds: — Adverlendum est receptum et puhhcatum in Pro- 
vincia Ardma^iana^ observarique ad unguem (decretum Trid- ).” 
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time of Rinuccini the solemn promulgation of the decrees of 
Trent was proposed for the whole island ; the manifold afflictions, 
however, which desolated the Irish Church, and in particular the 
Province of Ulster, during the devastations of Cromwell, occa- 
sioned in some districts an inobservance, especially of the decree 
regarding clandestine marriges, which fully justified the Synod of 
Ardpatrick in enacting its 23rd decree. 

The concluding portion of Dr. Plunket’s letter has already been 
presented to the reader in the eighth chapter. He dwells on the 
necessity of restricting the number of the religious houses, and 
declares that his dwelling so continually on this subject proceeded 
only from his zeal to promote the glory of God, and his desire to 
see all the clergy of his Province, whether regular or secular, 
holy, good, and perfect ; in fine, he prays the Holy See to ap- 
point Dr. Tyrrell (Bishop of Clogher) Apostolic visitor of the 
Franciscan order in Ireland, and declares that great good would 
redound from such a measure in the maintenance of the Catholic 
faith in its integrity and purity. 

APPENDIX 

Letter of Uie Bishop of Ferns on Oie promulgation of the Council of Trent in 

Ireland. 

As the following letter is connected with the matter treated of in the preceding 
chapter^ we judge it opi>ortune to present it to the leader in its original form. 
It waS) however, written without preparation, as the illustrious PreUte himself 
informs us, and this sufficiently accounts for some historical inaccuracies which 
are to be met with in it. 

“Illme. et Reyme. Dne. 

** Binis gravibusquc poatulationibus Gratis Vrs, an in Hybemia vigaat ohser- 
vantia Constitutionum S. Ooncilii Tridentini, et an Hyl>emi agnoscant easdem 
Constitutioues, tanquam obligatorias, apposite respondere, agnosco negotium 
esse supra vires ingcnii mei ; quod impcrium vestnun ad me perlatum fuit 
tantum heri vesjim ad medium decimro. Nilominus ad ambas quastiones sic 
repono cum hur^itate ; Constitutionum S. Tridentini Concilii ad lidem ac 
Religionem spectantium, (juales esse censeo de ])eccato originali, justificatione, 
canone ac usu librormn (livmorum, de institutione, excellentia, usu, effectu et 
essentialibus sacramentorum in genere, et de quovis in particulari, de Sacriticio 
Misste etc., viget oWrvautia in Hybernia sicut in aliis provinciis Catholicis et 
coustanter viguit. Hoc unum circa Sacramentum Matrimonii advertendum quod 
etsi celebrctur apud nos coram Parocho et testibus quemadmodum S. Concihum 
Tridentinum ordlnavit ; tamen etiam mim validum est ac ratum Matrimonium 
clandestinum si non subsint im(>edimenta dirimentia; puiiiuutur tamen sic 
Matrimonium contrahentes; etiam publicantur denunciationes ante Matrimonium 
ut ill his regionibus, et Parochi eas omittentes severe plectuntur. 

“ IlefomiationibuH interim S. Tridentini Concilii et Constitutionibus circa mores 
ac disciplinam non idem habetur honor ut in aliis Catholicis Regnis ; eanim non 
viget ol>servantia in Hyl)ernia ; loquor de decretis e.g. circa seminaria, hos- 
pitalia, re]»arationem Ecclesiarum, l^uehcionim disixisitionem, Clericorum tjun 
SHicularium quain regularium correctionem, brachii s«:cularis invocationem etc. 
Ex hoc resiwnso a<l qufflstifmcm primam, scqnitnr secundum. 

** Nimirum Hyberuos non agnuscere tanquam obligatorias constitutiones morum 
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et disciplinsB pasflim in eessionibius de Reformatione contentas ; ratio est quia 
sunt ob^rvatii difficiles et moraliter impossibiles ; unde non possunt nos obligare : 
non dico hoc provenire e defectu promuleatioDis ; scimus emm legem Pontibciam 
in curia Romana publicatamf obliganai vim habere in toto orbe terrarum, 
quatenus est ex sua parte, sed nos non obligant quia non eraut ab Hybernis 
receptte et approbat® ; nec vere poterant esse loco et tempori et uationi con* 
venientes, prasdominante et atrociter furente in regno Ulo b®resi, qu® Angliam 
totam, et Hybemiam pro magn& ()arte inquinavit : gladium gessit, et etiamnunc 
gerit magistratus haereticus : ideo parum poterant ordinarii in materia corrcc- 
rionis : non habuerunt Episcopi carceres, non poterant requirere brachinm 
fUBculare, gladium magistratus hseretici qui spemit anathemata et excommuni* 
cationes Ecclesi® Catholic® ; et si forte ordinarii attentaverint interdicerei sua- 
pendere a divinis, aut excommunicare subditos suos, imminebat illis periculum 
carcenim atque exilii ; aliquando capite plexi sunt propter exercitium jurisdic* 
tionis Catholic® ouam hrcretici vocant poteatatem foraneam seu papalem. Ob 
hoc factum, ut nulla Congregatio Ecclesiastica Nationalia in f/uanlum scire pohri 
in unum coetum coaluerit ad recnnendum S. Trid. Concilium. Hoc enim erat 
capitals crimen et perduellio. !roterat fateor tempore belli Catholici recipi S. 
Trid. Concilium sed bactenus in nulla Ecclesiastica Congregatione, cui interfui, 
fuit propositum : quidam dicunt a mnltis annis fuisse receptum in quodam Con* 
cilio provincial! Provinci® Ardmachan®, quod non credo ; super hoc poterit 
lUmus. D. Ardmachanus Primas totius Hy^mi® consul! et interrogari. Malui 

3 u®stionibu8 propositis hoc responsum raptim elaboratum pr®bere, quam man* 
ato vestro non parere. Hac occasione utor subscribendi me hoc 2^ Junii, 
Gandavi, 1671. 

“ lUnue. D. Vrai. addictmum. et humuin. famulum, 

“ Nicolaum Feknenskm.” 

“ lUmse. Dno. Intemuntio ApUco.” 

Dr. French was mistaken in regard to the promulgation of the decree of the 
Council of Trent on clandestine marriages in Armagh. It does not, however, 
appear that this decree was published iu Dubhn until the year 1827, when it 
was solemnly promulgated in all the parishes on the 2nd December. 

(See Carriere De Matr. 2 p. 406, on the promnlgation of the decree of the 
Council of Trent). 


CHAPTER XIII. 

VISITATION OF DIOCESES BY DR. PEIINKET. 

The labours of Dr. Plunket were not confined to his own imme- 
diate diocese. According to the canonical legislation of those times, 
it was a privilege formerly attached to the dignity of Archbishop 
and Primate that he who enjoyed it might perform a visitation in 
the dioceses subject to his Primacy ; and Dr. Plunket, partly 
resting on this privilege — partly through a special commission 
received from the Holy See, and often, too, at the request of the 
local diocesan authorities — more than once undertook a visitation 
of the dioceses of the province of Ulster. Indeed, this seems to 
have been one of the earliest cares of our Primate ; and in his 
letter of the 16th of April, 1671, he speaks of the visitation 
which he had already made of six of his suffragan dioceses; in 
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which visitation, as he in the same place informs us, he had prin- 
cipally directed his efforts to the rooting out of the cursed vice 
of drunkenness. The items of his Relatio^ or report, regarding 
the united dioceses of Down and Connor, are the only record of 
this visitation which we have been able to discover amongst the 
letters of Dr. Plunket. This Relation is dated the 1st November, 
1670, and is directed to Monsignor Baldeschi, Secretary of the 
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda : — 

• “ Relation concerning the canonically united dioceses of Down and 

Connor. 

These united dioceses are about 50 miles in length and 15 in 
- breadth : they are rather mountainous than level, and abound in milk, 
oats, and barley. Great peace is enjoyed there. 

“ There are about two thousand $ve hundred Catholic families. 
The Marquis of Antrim, a good Catholic, is very powerful and very 
zealous ; there is no other Catholic that has property there. Thanks to 
God, the Catholics enjoy great toleration. 

“ There is no Bishop, but a Vicar-General, by name Patrick O’Mul- 
dcrig, an old man, 60 years of age, a good and practical priest, though 
not distinguished for literature ; he lives with his brother in a private 
house, and has converted many to the faith. 

“ The cathedral churches of Down and Connor are now roofless, but 
that of Down is very celebrated as being the burial-place of Saint 
Patrick, Columba, and Bridget, according to the old distich — 

‘ Hi tres in Duno^ tumulo tumulantur in uno 
BrigidOy Patritius aXque Columba piusl* 

In Down, also, was bom the celebrated Doctor Scotus. 

“ In the diocese of Down there is a convent of Dominicans, but the 
friars live at lodgings. There are five Dominicans, but only one is of 
great fame, viz., Clement O’Byrne, who is a good preacher, and pro- 
duces much fruit. 

“ There is also a convent of Franciscans, who are twelve in number, 
and amongst them Paul O’Bryn, Paul O’Neill, and James O’Hiny are 
the most distinguished in point of preaching and producing fruit. 

“ In the convent of Carrickfergus, in the diocese of Connor, there 
are ten Franciscans, of whom only five are priests ; amongst these 
Hugh O’Dornan and Daniel *0’ Mellon are distinguished in preaching. 
There is also a certain Paul O’Haran, who is well versed in literature. 

“ The Dominicans have a convent in Culrahan, in which there are 
only four friars, and of these only two are priests, one of whom, James « 
Crolly, is a good preacher. 

* lu Down three saints are buried in one grave, Patrick, Bridget, and Collum- 
kill. 
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“ The pariah prieata are supported by a stipend which the Catholics 
give them — namely, every family, in addition to the uncertain sums, 
contributes four Julii (2s.) every year. At baptism two Julii (Is.) are 
given, at marriage four, and at extreme unction two, and also at every 
burial each family, according to its own pleasure, gives some alms. 

“ There are many boys well suited for study, but there is a great 
want of Catholic schools, as the Protestants do not allow Catholic mas- 
ters. There is, nevertheless, a certain William Flaherty, a priest, a 
good rhetorician, who keeps a school in Down. 

“ There are no nuns, excepting four of the Franciscan order. 

“ At the time of Cromwell there was a violent persecution, and 
whosoever brought in the head of a priest received 20 scudi (£5), but 
under the present King there is great toleration and sufBcient con- 
nivance.” 

The names of the clergy of the diocese are then added, and 
may be seen in the appendix. 

It seems to have been during this first visitation that the Pri- 
mate appointed a Vicar-General to administer the diocese of 
Raphoe, and also delivered to Eugene Conwell a Brief from the 
Holy See, constituting him Vicar-Apostolic of Derry. The lat- 
ter wrote as follows to the Secretary of Propaganda on the 1st of 
November, 1671 : — 

“ A few years since, having completed my studies in Brabant, and 
read the course of philosophy and theology, his Eminence, Cardinal 
Bospigliosi, then Intemunzio in Brussells, sent me to this kingdom, 
granting me the privilege of missionary Apostolic, and I, obeying his 
commands, laboured in this vineyard, instructing and preaching, not 
impelled indeed by any desire of promotion or impulse of ambition. 
Yet it pleased our most illustrious Primate to appoint me to the 
government of this Diocese, about the end of August last year, after 
he had deprived, of the use of all jurisdiction, Terence Kelly, the Vicar 
Apostolic, on account of his grievous crimes : the Provincial Council, 
assembled in Clones, sanctioned his deposition, and Terence Kelly himself 
previously consented to whatever judgment the Provincial Synod should 
decree ; than which step, indeed, nothing more useful ever happened 
to this Province, as the deposition of this Terence-struck terror into all 
those who imitated his depraved example. I confess that I laboured 
much in this Diocese, with the sole hope of an eternal reward; but see 
how, even in this world, the few labours which I sustained are rewarded 
beyond their merit by the Brief of the Holy -F ather. And not only the 
Brief, but also the letters of Cardinal Anthony (Barberini), signed also 
by your Excellency, were handed to me by our Primate, who indeed 
undertook a long and difficult journey to this northern district of this 
country, to be himself the bearer of this Brief and Letters, and the 
whole Clergy of the Diocese being assembled, he read the Apostolic 
Brief and Letters together. But the Archdeacon of Derry, with all his 
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might, protested against the Brief, affirming that it was null on account 
of Terence Kelly being yet alive at the time of its being expedited, and, 
as he was Vicar-Apostolic, he could not bo deposed either by Metropo- 
litan or Synod. Then, too, as the formula iameUi de Vicario Generali 
seu Capitulari fuerit provieum was inserted in the Brief, he argued that 
it was surreptitious, on account of the additional words teu de Apostolieo 
not having been added. And in fine, he contended that the Brief was 
given under a false impression, and as I was not a native of that diocese, 
but a stranger, I could not govern it : for they thus style me a stranger, 
though I am an Irishman and a native of the adjoining diocese. But 
the most Illustrious Primate replied that every Vicar was movable at 
the will of him who appointed him ; and as Terence Kelly was Vicar- 
Apostolic according to the pleasure of the Holy See, so did his authority 
cease by the very fact of a new appointment being made. He then also 
clearly established that a Vicar-General should rather be a stranger than 
a native ; and all peaceably agreed to his decision. Before the promul- 
gation of this Brief in Synod, the Primate performed a work most 
useful to this Diocese, suspending Patrick Colgan, who was guilty 
of much wickedness and crimes. He nowhere spares any Priest 
who is habitually bad, and thus he has acquired great fame 
amongst both Catholics and heretics ; nor can it be said or 
imagined how great a benefit this Province has reeeived from his 
eontinual labours, — the ereetion of schools, — the correction of the 
Clergy, whom he instructs both by word and example, — his many 
journeys, — and the decision of so many controversies, so that all this 
province enjoys peace and tranquillity. May I also mention that he is 
BO esteemed by the Protestants, that even the Protestant nobility vie 
with each other in receiving him as their guest, and enjoying his 
society : whence it happens that for his sake they do not molest our 
Clergy. The Lord Primate had also a conference with the Protestant 
Bishop of Derry,* who is eminent amongst his own for learning : they 
discussed several points of controversy, and the Primate so solved his 
doubts, that this Protestant Bishop afterwards declared that he had 
never received such satisfaction from any one ; nor did he afterwards 
cease to extol him, and in my own hearing he declared that as he was 
first in dignity, so too was he first in learning amongst the Papists. I, as 
far as is in my power, will work and labour to walk in his footsteps, 
and 1 will strive to fulfil the duty imposed upon me. In the mean 
time I return to your Eminence all the thanks in my power, for whoso 
safety and welfare all Ireland is bound to pray to the Most High, and 
above all others, 

“ Tour most humble and devoted servant, 

“ Edoene Coswbll, 

“ Vic. Ap. of Derry.f 

“ Derry, 1st November, 1671.” 

• Dr. Roger Boyle, who in the following year (1672) was transferred to Clogher. 

t See App. No. 27. 
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The letter of the Vicar-General of Raphoe, bearing the same 
date, is not less important, and details many interesting particulars 
regarding that ancient diocese : — 

“ For nineteen years I cultivated in France and Italy the studies of 
speculative and moral divinity, as also those appertaining to ecclesi- 
astical Jurisprudence ; and whilst I was in Rome, Alexander YIL, of 
happy memory, granted to me, in commendam, the Abbey of St. Thomas, 
in Dublin. Six years since, I received tlie care of souls in the 
diocese of Meath, but I was not long allowed to remain in that 
diocese. For our most Illustrious Primate called me to his 
diocese, and conferred on me the Priory of Rath, which had 
annexed to it the care of souls. How I would have wished that the 
Primate had allowed me thus to live in private, and attached to the 
service of one particular church, and not place me on the eminence of 
an entire diocese. I was obliged to obey his Grace and accept the 
Yicar-Generalship of the diocese of Raphoe ; and in order that I 
might obtain peaceable possession, the Primate himself accompanied 
me through these rugged paths, truly like to those of the Alps or 
Apennines. Here the harvest is great, and these districts, though other- 
wise abounding in sterile mountains, yet are ripe for the sickle, but the 
labourers are few, and even these are but little acquainted with the art 
of arts — that is, the guidance of souls. There are about fourteen 
priests, of whom one alone passed the boundaries of this country, and 
he, though he completed his studies at Louvain, is not altogether 
of a sound mind. His name is Lewis Gallagher. The others learned 
superficially grammar and poetry — and, after the manner of the 
country, some cases of conscience. The diocese itself is, for the most 
part, sterile, and produces only barley and oats, and its riches consist 
in oxen, horses, and swine. The whole diocese does not annually 
yield more than £15 of English money— that is, sixty scudi Italian. 
But the Primate promises me a better support, and has already given 
me in advance 20 scudi. Impelled solely by spiritual motives have I 
embraced this province in a region so sterile, rough, and rugged. I 
confess, too, that the exhortations of the most illustrious Primate, 
confirmed by his own example, moved me very much ; for often has 
he confirmed the children in these mountains and woods, and often, 
too, has he had no other food than oaten bread, salt butter, and stir- 
about, and no drink but milk. We are all amazed how a man of such 
a delicate constitution, and so delicately (as I myself have known) 
reared in Rome, should be able to undergo so many labours, so many 
journeys, so many rugged* and difl&cult things. Assuredly, unless he 
adopt another manner of living and acting, he will lose his health, and 
will become useless to himself and to others. Stimulated, therefore, 
by his example I will reside on these mountains, that thus I may merit 
our Redeemer’s grace, and the esteem of the Holy See and the Sacred 
Congregation. I will make your Excellency acqumnted with whatever 
occurs. One thing I forgot to mention, that the Presbyterians possess 
the better and more fertile part of this diocese, whilst the poor Catho- 
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lies hold the mountains and woods, and have no other possessions than 
their flocks. According to the civil nomenclature, this district is called 
Tyrconnell, and its chieftain was a famous prince, the £arl of Tyreon- 
nell, of the iOustrious family of O’Donnel, who, about the beginning 
of James the First’s reign, after a long war, fled to Rome, where, if 
I mistake not, he died a youth of seventeen years of ago. A scion of 
that so illustrious family yet remains, and is supported by his kins- 
men and friends, all his possessions having been eonfiscated to the 
crown, and thus he is reduced to great straits. This being my first 
letter, I shall not any longer detain your Excellency, and 1 ask your 
blessing, (*) &c.” 

On the 28th of September, 1671, Dr. Plunket despatched a 
long letter to the Internunzio acknowledging the receipt of the 
nominations for Derry, Dromore, and Ardagh, and also of the 
order from the Holy See prohibiting to the Irish Bishops the 
exercise of the Pontifical functions in foreign kingdoms, even 
though they had the consent of the respective ordinaries. The 
most important portion of the letter is, however, that which 
regards the diocese of Meath and its venerable Bishop, Dr. 
Patrick Plunket A complaint had been lodged against this 
Prelate that he resided at a distance from his diocese, and 
neglected the spiritual wants of his children ; and as his actual 
residence in Dublin gave some coloring to this accusation, the 
Sacred Congregation had sent an order, to be communicated by 
the Primate, that he should choose someplace of residence within 
the limits of his own diocese. The reply, however, of the 
Primate seems to have fully satisfied the authorities in Rome, 
and we find no further mention made of this matter in the sub- 
sequent letters. We give this important letter at full length: — 

“ The despatches consigned to Father Howard all reached me, and 
though they have been somewhat tossed and tattered, yet they can be 
read. I received the despatches for Eugene Conwell and Ronan 
Magin, (f) and their execution, I am morally certain, will have no 
difficulty. I have also received that for Gerald Ferrall, (I) but its 
execution wiU be difficult, for he is opposed by a man well versed in 
canon law, especially quoad partem praelitiam, who, though an old 
man, is lively and energetic, and having served hiS flock for thirty 
years, without ever abandoning it, even during the persecution of 
Cromwell, has with him the hearts of the clergy and laity, and, to say 
the truth, without some risk it is difficult to compel him by censures 
to yield through dread of the statute praemunire, made in the 2nd 
year of Queen Elizabeth, about which statute I shall send you a sepa- 

• See Appendix, No. 28. (t) Appointed Vicar- Apostolic of Dromore. 

(f) V’icar-Apostolic of Ardagh. 
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rate paper, for it is a curious thing to see how it began, and what has 
been its progress. .The penalty of him who transgresses this statute, or 
recognizes, facto y verhoy vel operCy a foreign jurisdiction, is imprison- 
ment for one year, and the confiscation of all his moveable property. 
Father Nugent, as I alrea^ wrote, is in prison in Wexford for vio- 
lating this law, and as your Excellency well said, this fact will be of 
great prejudice to the Catholics : as by this example and precedent 
other evil designing persons will take courage to accuse other eccle- 
siastics of prctmunire : this word means praemunire auctoritatem Regis 
adversus extrinsecam jurisdictionem quamcumque spiritualem aut tern- 
poralem, and this law was in force in henejicialibus even in the time of 
Edward the III., King of England, although he was a Catholic ; and in 
this they imitated the French, and in part, too, our Flemish friends. For 
the present I deem it better to abstain from the execution of the brief 
of Ferrall, 'till I receive the decree of the Sacred Congregation, which, 
as your Excellency informed me in yours of the 11th of this month, 
will come in due time, and when it arrives, I shall carry it out, though 
this should cost me my life doce quod juheSy etjube quod visy faciamquod 
jubes. I received also the printed order that the bishops of this king- 
dom should not exercise the pontificalia in foreign kingdoms, etiam cum 
consensu ordinarioruin, and I intimated it to the Bishop of Meath : 1 
also sent a parcel of them to the Archbishop of Dublin, and another 
parcel to the Archbishop of Cashel, and another to the Archbishop of 
Tuam, who, through the mercy of God, is now out of his trials, as Friar 
Martin (French) did not appear at the last sessions against him or the 
others, so that all are now liberated. There was a beautiful document 
prepared by Sir Nicholas Plunket, in favour of the Archbishop, ex- 
pressing the illegality and errors of the process ; and it was presented 
to the judges before their departure from Dublin to proceed to the 
sessions of Galway. I sent another parcel of them to Dr. Dowley of 
Limerick ; this poor man is yet in troubles, the Earl of Orrery having, 
a few days since, published an edict commanding all Catholics, both 
ecclesiastics and laity to depart from, and not live in, the said city. 
Some were desirous that this man, in preference to Berkeley, should be 
our Viceroy : a nice bargain we should have made. I do not know 
how our Viceroy Berkeley will take these proceedings of Orrery. 
Orrery is no friend of the Viceroy, and some suppose that he published 
these edicts on purpose ; he is an astute politician ; should the Viceroy 
recall these edicts, then he will proclaim him a favourer of the Catholics, 
and, indeed, he already, more than once, announced at different meet- 
ings that Berkeley was a Catholic, that thus he might excite against 
him the hatred of the heretics, who are all filled with hatred against the 
Catholics. 

“ I do not deem it prudent to show the order that I received, or the 
letter of Cardinal Anthony to the Bishop of Meath ; he is in a tertian 
fever for the last twenty days, which is dangerous in an old man of 
seventy years of age, the more so as the information given to the Sacred 
Congregation is so false that nothing can be more so. There is no year 
that he does not consecrate the holy oils in his diocese and ordain eccle- 
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siastics and priests, and visit liis entire diocese ; and there is no corner of 
his diocese in which he lias not administered the sacrament of confir- 
mation, so that I do not know what countenance those can have who 
write lies so manifest and so palpable ; au^he being within a distance 
of five, or at most six, miles from his diocese, is in a convenient spot 
for hearing his subjects ; and it is certain that were there a bishopric at 
the ‘Torre de Mezzaviu,’ near Trascati, or at the ‘ Torre Nuova,’ of 
Princess Aldobrandiui, no one would find fault with the bishop for 
residing, for the most part, in Home. I saw many who wrote lies under 
some semblance of truth, but those that wrote such barefaced ones to 
so venerable a Congregation must assuredly be perjricta Jrontis. How 
many things, too, have they not written about me, which, nevertheless, 
were found to be false. There is one consolation, that lies are short- 
lived, and that their authors so lose esteem and confidence, that after- 
wards their testimony is not received even when they state the truth, 
as Aristotle well said : — hoc unum mendacitt acquir 'd mendaxut reritalcin 
dieenti Jides non adhibeatur ; and, as 8t. Gregory writes, some deem it a 
great policy — cor machinatiunibusteyere,men(em verbis velare, et quae vera 
falsa ostendere et qua; Jalsa sunt vera demonstrare ; and he adds : hcBO 
mentis duplicitas prudentia ac urbanitas appellatur, but, nevertheless, 
they are deceived, and instead of being esteemed prudent, they lose .the 
confidence of all, and ■ are considered unworthy of enjoying human 
intercourse, of which lies are most destructive. I assure you there is not, 
in the whole kingdom of Ireland, and scarce!)- even on the Continent, a 
diocese better governed or administered than Heath. Nevertheless I shall 
carry out whatever you wr ite to me, and give to the Bishop of Meath the 
letter to that effect, should you so command, and should the reasons which 
I have adduced seem insufficient; but I would not deem it advisable to 
communicate it to him in the present circumstances of his serious 
illness. I may also add that he is old, and often subject to attacks of 
the gout and other infirmities, whilst, in the country parts, there are 
no physicians or apothecaries; and it is certain that ho has lost his 
health and grown old in the service of the Sacred Congregation during 
the past tw enty-four years, during seven of which he alone exercised the 
Pontifical functions in the whole kingdom, all the other bishops having 
fled. Considering these things, I leave it to your Excellency to consider 
whether he should be obliged to a physicial or mathematical residence, 
whilst he is morally present and resident in the diocese, and omitting no 
duty of a most vigilant prelate, as I can, in conscience, attest. Would to 
God, that those who physically reside in their dioceses W'ould discharge 
their duty as the Bishop of Meath does, and has done for the past. 
But enough of this. 

" I also received the decree against the Jesuit Fathers on the point of 
matrimonial dispensations, and I shall intimate it to the three Fathers 
who are in my diocese, but I must say that they behave with great 
prudence and submission, and never interfere in such matters. I also 
received a decree of Cardinal Anthony, of happy memory, by which he 
approves of the deposition of Terence O’Keily, Vicar- Apostolic of 
Derry. This miserable and unhappy man died during the summer. 
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May God preserve us, si'cut vixit ifa morixit, os the people say. I 
received at the same time two letters from Monsignor haldesclii, on the 
27th of June, iu wliich he replies to the six heads of my letter to his 
Excellency, of tho 24th of April, and in it he speaks of Father Duffy ; 
but this will require a special answer from me : the other also is dated 
the 27th, and in it he holds out hopes that the three Jesuit Fathers 
who teach the young priests in my diocese shall receive the provision of 
missionary priests, which will enrich my province, both as to morality 
and learning, and God will remunerate his Excellency for this, and so 
many other benefits which he has conferred on this poor kingdom. 

“ In fine, I received a letter of his Eminence Cardinal Anthony, and I 
do not understand it. The Archbishop of Dublin and 1 read it over 
together ; it is said in it, that the Bishojis who assembled in Dublin in 
June last year, made a decree good, indeed, and just, but as they had 
no jurisdiction over the exempt regulars, such a decree was informal 
and null. The decree, however, is not specified in the letter of his 
Eminence, and hence, we do not know what answer to make. I hope 
that in your next letter you will give us some information about that 
decree or statute, that w'e may be able to carry out tho intentions of 
their Eminences. 

" All these despatches and letters were accompanied by a most 
courteous one of your Excellency, of tho 12ih of August, so full of 
kindness, and of such affectionate expressions, that they should excite 
the very travertine to activity and motion. 1 will not cease to work 
with the pen, with the tongue, and with all my slender faculties, and 
this for three motives : — 1st. To servo tho Divine Majesty. 2nd. 
Through gratitude, and the duty which I owe to the Apostolic See for 
tho education and honours which I received from it. 3rd. Because God 
commands that I should obey and serve the Holy See, its service being 
inseparable from that of Christ. I cannot complain of slowness in 
the despatch of business in Rome, knotving, as 1 do, by certain and 
attested experience, that more resohitions have been made since Mon- 
signor Baldeschi was appointed Secretary and your Excellency lu- 
ternuncio, than during the twelve preceding years, quod, scinms logtii- 
mur, et quod vidimus testamur. 

“ If Father Duffy and Mr. Daniel Mackey have been made bishops I 
will do all in my power to defend them against the attacks of their 
enemies, and to assist them wdien they come into the kingdom. Now 
that they are made, there is no remedy.* Aristotle expressed it well 
when praising the poet Agathd — hoc unum diis negamus ut quod 
factum est infeclum fieri nequeat. AVith great labour I examined in 
three dioceses, in the month of July last, tho dispute between the 
Dominicans and Franciscans, and I ran great risk even of losing my 
health. Before delivering judgment I took three consultors with me, 
ut non inniterer prudentke mew, that is the Bishop of Meath, Oliver 
Dease, a man of sound judgment and prudence, and Thomas Fitzsymons, 
and I gave judgment in favour of the Dominicaus, and 1 will send a 

* We shall see just now that Dr. Plunket wrote rejicatedly .against the ap- 
jioiutmcnt of any more bishops, for some time, in Ireland. 
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copy it to your Excellency. I left in my house near Dundalk the list 
or catalogue of the colleges, and of those who have eharge of them, 
and in a few days I will send it to your Excellency, and I make you 
a profound reverence. 

“Dublin, 28th September, 1671.” 

During the months of February and March of 1674, Dr. 
Plunket left his place of concealment in the remote parts of his 
diocese, and, despite the storm of persecution which then raged 
through the country, wished to be himself the bearer of the 
Pallium to the illustrious Archbishop of Tuam. During this 
visit the most distinguished ecclesiastics of that province hastened 
to welcome him amongst them, but he does not seem to have 
penetrated far into the country, probably not beyond the city of 
Galway, the religion and hospitality of whose inhabitants he 
especially extols. On the 10th of March, 1674, he sent the 
following narrative of this visitation to Monsignor Baldeschi, 
Secretary of Propaganda: — 

“From the beginning of February to the 10th of March, I have 
been travelling in the Province of Tuam, to which I went in order to 
give the Pallium to the Archbishop of Tuam, who is a prolate most 
prudent and ecclesiastical. I spoke also with the Bishop of Clonfcrt, 
who is a grave and prudent man, and beloved by all. I saw Dr. 
Michael Lynch, Vicar- Apostolic of Eilmacduagh, a learned and grave 
man, and a famous preacher. I had also in my company for ten days, 
Maurice Durcan, the Vicar-General of Achonry, who is doctor in 
theology, and a grave man. I enjoyed the society, too, for fifteen days, 
of Dr. J. Dowley, who was Vicar-General of Tuam for thirty-five years, 
during the whole time of the persecution, and suffered very much, and 
as the Catholics of the diocese inform me, sceviente penecutione he 
kept alive the spark of religion which remained in the diocese, and in 
the whole provinee, and he is the best casuist of the entire province, as 
I learned from the Archbishop. The city of Galway, although 
small, is very beautiful, and two-thirds of the inhabitants are 
Catholic, but they are poor, having lost all their properties. 
Oh ! what a devout and hospitable people. They support no 
less than three convents, one of the Dominicans, another of the Au- 
gustinians, and a third of the Franciscans. The Dominicans have the 
best and most ornamented church that is in the entire kingdom. All 
three convents live with the greatest regularity and decorum. The 
city is exceedingly strong, and is a maritime port. It was the last 
place in the kingdom attacked by Cromwell, and it resisted a long 
time. The Superior, or, as they call him, the Warden of the Secular 
Clergy in the city of Galway, and in nine or ten adjoining parishes, pre- 
tends to exemption from the jurisdiction of the Archbishop, and on 
this head disorders frequently arise ; but as far as I could see, the War- 
den is in the wrong, and is not exempt from the jurisdiction of the 
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ordinary, but regarding this matter I leave all to the Archbishop, as it 
is his business. 

“ The parliament gave liberty of conscience to the Presbyterians, Pro- 
testants, Anabaptists, &c., but would not grant it to the Catholics ; nay 
more, it seeks to induce the king to retract the declaration made in 
favour of the Catholics. The king, however, is firm, and does not wish 
to consent to the desires of parliament on that head, and we hope that 
he may continue in this good resolution, although some are of opinion, 
that the want of money will oblige him to do what he would not other- 
wise consent to. I pray you to excuse this besmeared letter,* as the 
servant, when making my bed, upset the ink-bottle, and as the post 
leaves in two hours, and is at a distance from me, I have no time to 
re-write the letter. In the meantime I pray you, &c. 

“ loth March, 1673, (styl. vet.) 

“ Olivsb op Aemaoh.” 

The only other ‘ Relatio' of the visitations performed by the 
Primate is dated 6th March, 1675. It regards the entire pro- 
vince of Armagh, and is as follows: — 

“ The first diocese is Armagh, seventy miles in length, and about 
twenty in width. In it there are about forty parish priests, three 
convents of Franciscans, and two of Dominicans, one Augustinian, and 
one Carmelite convent, and a residence of the Capuchins. It is 
divided into three counties, Louth, Tyrone, and Armagh, and there are 
two Vicars- General, Patrick Plunket, and Phelim O’Connogan. 

“ 2. The diocese of Meath, which is the first sufiragan diocese, is 
sixty miles in length and thirty in width ; it has seventy parish priests ; 
two convents of Dominicans ; two of Franciscans ; one of Augus- 
tians ; one of the discalced Carmelites, and two residences of the 
Capuchins. The Bishop is Dr. Patrick Plunket — an excellent and 
ecclesiastical prelate. The Catholics possess more property in this 
diocese than in all the other dioceses of the province. 

“ 3. The diocese of Clogher is about fifty miles long, and sixteen 
wide; it has thirty-five parish priests ; two convents of Franciscans, 
and one of the Dominicans. The Bishop is Dr. Patrick Duffy, for- 
merly a Franciscan friar. ITo Catholic has any property in the dio- 
cese, and all are tenants under Protestant or Presbyterian landlords. 

4. The diocese of Derry is about fifty-five miles in length, and 
twenty in breadth ; it has thirty parish priests ; it has for Vicar-Gene- 
ral, Luke Plunket, a man of learuing, and who governs it admirably. 
There are two convents of Dominicans. All the Catholics in it are 
tenants. 

“ 5. The diocese of Eilmore is fifty miles in length, and twenty in 
breadth ; there are in it about twenty-six parish priests, and two con- 
vents of Franciscans. All the Catholics, with the exception of two, 

• The latter sheet of the original letter is aU besmeared with ink, hence the 
remark in the text. The ink seems to have been wiped off whilst it was yet 
fresh, and thus the text is perfectly legible. 
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are only tenants. The Vicar-General is Thomas Symons, a very learned 
and eloqiient man. lie was professor of theology in Belgium. 

“6. The diocese of Kaphoe is about forty miles long, and sixteen 
wide; it has eighteen parish priests, and there is in it one convent 
of Franciscans. The Vicar- General is Bernard Magorck, a learned 
and exemplary man. 

“ 7. The diocese of Connor is about thirty miles long, and fifteen 
wide ; it has about twelve parish priests, aud a convent of Franciscans ; 
all its Catholics, with the exception of three, are tenants. The Vicar- 
General is Terence O’Mulderig, of fair learning, and of exemplary 
life. 

“ 8. The diocese of Dromore is twenty miles long, and twelve in 
breadth ; there are sixteen parish priests, but no regulars. All the 
Catholics, with the exception of one, are tenants. The Vicar-General 
was. appointed by Apostolic Brief, and is sufficiently learned ; he 
studied theology and received the doctorate in Kome. His name is 
Honan Magin. 

“ 9. The diocese of Down is about thirty miles long, and fourteen 
wide ; it has a convent of Franciscans, and one of Dominicans. All 
the Catholics, excepting one, are tenants; there are fourteen parish 
priests, and on account of its great vicinity, and of its having no one 
sufficiently qualified, it is administered by the aforesaid Honan Magin. 

“ 10. The diocese of Ardagh is about forty miles long, and sixteen 
wide; there are twenty-four parish priests; two convents of Francis- 
cans, and one of the Dominicans. There are only four Catholic gen- 
tlemen of property ; all the others are tenants. The Vicar is Gerard 
Ferrall, who was appointed by Apostolic Brief. 

“11. The diocese of Clonmacnoise is about twenty miles in length, 
and sixteen in width ; it has seven parish priests, and one convent of 
Franciscans; all the Catholics there are tenants, with the exception of 
four. The Vicar-General is Dionysius Coffey, and although he does 
not possess great learning, he is, nevertheless, a man of saintly life. 

“ The Protestant Bishops and Ministers possess all the churches and 
ecclesiastical revenues: the Catholic Priests aud Bishops have only the 
alms and the offerings which are made by the poor Catholics; they are, 
indeed, like those of the early Church. All the above-mentioned 
dioceses, with the exception of Meath and Clonmacnoise, are in the 
Northern division of Ireland, called Ulster. There are various sects 
in it, Protestants, Presbyterians (who reject episcopal government). 
Anabaptists aud Quakers. The Presbyterians prevail both in numbers 
and influence over the other three ; they do not frequent the Protestant 
churches ; they have their ministers chosen by the elders, or senior 
laymen of their sect, and they do not admit ordination from bishops; 
they hate the sign of the cross — they do not allow an)’’ fixed prayer, but 
only that which is dictated at the moment by the Holy Ghost — they do 
not even allow the ‘ Our Father’ — they have churches of their own, 
but use no bells.” ’ 

Before the close of 1678 Dr. Plunket seems to have again per- 
formed a visitation of his suffragan dioceses, and on this occasion 


VISITATION OF DIOCESES BY DR. PLUNKET. 


151 


the establishment of peace in the dioceses of Clogher and Kil- 
inore principally engaged his attention. 

On more than one occasion we have referred to the eulogies 
passed by Dr. Plunket on the zeal and merits of Dr. Patrick 
Tyrrell, the learned Bishop of Clogher. Pie was a member of 
the order of St. rancis, and had held some of the highest offices 
in various houses of that order on the continent. On being 
destined by the Holy See to the government of the ancient 
diocese of Clogher, he zealously co-operated with the Primate 
in reforming abuses and building up the spiritual sanctuary laid 
waste for so many years. Such, however, was the extreme 
poverty of that see that in 1677 he petitioned the Sacred Con- 
gregation to have annexed to it the administration of the neigh- 
bouring diocese of Kilmore. The Primate supported his peti- 
tion, stating that only by adding such administrations could the 
poverty of the Irish dioceses be provided for- On this petition 
being' granted by the Holy See, the existing Vicar of Kilmore, 
whose learning had often been commended by the Primate, but 
whose pride seems to have been commensurate with his learning, 
refused to obey the authority of Dr. Tyrrell, and endeavoured to 
support this insubordination, not only by pretending some infor- 
malities in the Brief of the Holy See, but also by broaching 
principles which, at this period, had become fashionable in the 
French schools. Dr. Plunket in consequence set out in person 
in company with Dr. Tyrrell, and, visiting the disturbed parishes 
of this diocese, refuted the erroneous principles of Fitzsymons, 
or Symons, and brought its clergy to a sense of due submission to 
their legitimate pastor. 

The happy results of this visitation, especially as to the 
peace established in the diocese of Clogher, are thus described 
by Dr. Tyrrell in a letter to the Internunzio, dated the 19th of 
March, 1678: — 


“ The Archbishop of Armagh communicated to me that portion of 
the most kind letter of your Excellency of the 4th inst. (directed to 
him), which regarded me, and from it 1 perceive how sincere, cordial, 
and elficacious, were the most benign representations of your Ex- 
cellency to their Eminences in my favour in regard of the adminis- 
tration of Kilmore, and it cuts off all controversy about the deposition of 
Symons, at the same time that it succours my necessities ; and lienee I 
thank your Excellency with the most humble and tlie warmest thanks 
which a truly greatful heart can express, and I shall ever remain most 
obliged to your incomparable piety and zeal, and excessive kindness. 

“The letters which Father Felix O’Neil, at the instance of your 
Excellency, wrote to the clergy of Clogher, exhorting them to due 
obedience to me, their Eishop, arrived two months after the said clergy 


152 


VISITATION OF DIOCESES BY DR. PLUNKET. 


had asked pardon for their fault, ably and learnedly convinced by the 
Archbishop of Armagh, and by myself, as far as my weak ability 
could contribute to it; and hence, these letters not being necessary for 
the desired effect, were not published by me, though they were most 
gratifying to me, and most esteemed as a proof of the great zeal of your 
Excellency, which caused them to be written.” 

He adds, however, a complaint, that, despite this apparent 
submission of Father Felix, he had been secretly instigating the 
clergy to persist in their disobedience, and in disturbing “ that 
peace which was so fully established by the writings of the 
Primate and myself, wliich so clearly refuted the erroneous prin- 
ciple which had led them astray, as to the jus postulandi^ that 
they had nothing to reply, except peccavimus^ injuste egimus^ ini- 
quitatem fecimus.^'* 

In his letter of 27th October, 1678, Dr. Plunket infonns us 
that, at the request of the assembled prelates of Ardpatrick, he had 
undertaken a visitation of his province ; that he commenced with 
the Diocese of Meath ; that thence he proceeded to Clonmac- 
noise, and, whilst engaged in the visitation of this diocese, the 
news first reached him of the persecution having burst forth 
anew, and of the arrest of the Archbishop of Dublin. The 
months of June and July of the same year were spent in the 
visitation of his own immediate diocese, though at this time the 
Archbishop was suffering from a painful malady in the eyes. In 
his letter to the Intemunzio, announcing this visitation, he details 
many further particulars regarding the dioceses of Ardagh, 
Meath, Derry, Clogher, and Kilmore. It is dated the 2nd of 
August, 1678, and is especially interesting, as disclosing to us 
how little Dr. Plunket allowed himself to be biassed by family 
interests, when the cause of our holy religion was at stake. 

“ During the past two months I was engaged in a fatiguing and most 
laborious visitation of my diocese, of which I shall soon send a further 
narrative to your Excellency. After my return I received two letters 
of your Excellency of the 11th of June, and of the 16th of July, from 
which I learn that the Bishops of Meath and Kildare, and Dr. Cusack, 
have received your favours, and these favours have been conferred on 
truly worthy persons, and hence our whole nation is obliged for 
them to their Eminences in Rome and to your Excellency. To his 
Eminence Cardinal Altieri and to Monsignor Cerri I shall reply in a 
few days ; but the inflammation of my eyes, which was much increased 
by the laborious visitation of the northern mountains, scaicely allows 
me to write, or to read even letters as large as a snuflf-box. It did 
not, however, prevent my tongue from preaching, in both the English 
and Irish languages. 


* See Appendix No. 29. 
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“ Christopher Ferrall, a Dominican,* is a relative of mine; but, never- 
theless, caro et sanguis nihil mihi revelabit contrary to the good of reli- 
gion, and of the mission. He is not distinguished either by his learn- 
ing or personal qualities. Moreover, the diocese of Ardagh has not a 
revenue of eighty scudi a year, and I think the resolution of their Emi- 
nences is wise, not to multiply our bishops without necessity. With 
every submission I state my humble opinion on this subject. The 
diocese of Ardagh is contiguous, and as if intermixed with the diocese % 
of Meath, and has been for many years without a bishop, without con- 
firmation, &c. Their Eminences might grant the administration of 
that diocese to Dr. Cusack, the coadjutor of the Bishop of Meath ; thus 
the two difficulties prudently referred to by your Excellency would bo 
removed, and that diocese would be provided witlT an active and 
learned superior, I do not think that any further bishops are required 
for the province of Armagh, excepting in the diocese of Derry, which is 
very far to the North, and has been without a bishop for eighty years. 

Luke Plunket, the Vicar of Derry, during the past spring, when coming 
to me for the consecration of the chalices and altars, during the dif- 
ficult journey, feU from his horse and broke his right arm in four places ; 
now, however, thanks be to God, he is better. He is renowned for 
bis labours, and by his good administration in six years he brought 
that uncouth people to great discipline and order. 

“ Dr. Tyrrell, by his last visitation restored the diocese of Clogher to 
such peace, concord, and ecclesiastical discipline, that he is deserving 
of every praise. He laboured very much, and also took possession of 
the diocese of Kilmore, and, after performing a visitation of it, he will 
give a relation to your Excellency. Thomas Fitzsymons fought against 
him, and said in my presence (Monsignor Tyrrell and Dr. Edward 
Dromgole, a learned and exemplary man were present), that the Bulls 
of the Holy Father depend ab acceplalione eleri et pnpuli, and he stated in 
writing that the Bishop of Clogher non debet de jure admitti as ad- 
ministrator of the diocese of Kilmore. Dr. Dromgole, however, re- 
futed him, and in truth, it is a doctrine well worthy of a blacksmith.” 

Id many of his letters Dr. Plunket refers to the great poverty 
which prevailed in many of the dioceses of Ireland, and this was 
the chief motive which impelled him, at different intervals during 
his episcopate, to urge on the Holy See the necessity of not 
adding new members to our hierarchy. As early as the 16th 
of March, 1672, he addressed a letter to the Internunzio most 
earnestly commending this matter, and suggesting, at the same 
time, an easy remedy for the administration of the vacant 
churches : — 

“ I have heard from different quarters (be says) that Bishops are to 
be appointed for this province. I deem myself obliged in conscience 

* He had lately been petitioned for as Bishop by the Vicar- Apostolic and the 
clergy of Ardagh. 
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to express ray seiitiraent on this matter. There are in this province 
about ten dioceses, and it is as large as the provinces of Tuam and 
Dublin together. This province can afford competent support to five 
Bishops if they be distributed in a proper manner, and agreeably to the 
wants of the province. The Bishop of Meath can easily govern his 
diocese, and hold, at the same time, the administration of Clonraac- 
noise : the Bishop of Kilmore can, in the same way, administer the 
diocese of Ardagh : the Archbishop of Armagh that of Clogher ; the 
Bishop of Derry that of Raphoe ; and the Bishop of Down and Connor 
can administer Dromore ; and thus five Bishops will suffice. The five 
bishoprics w'hich are given in administration are small and poor, and 
have but few priests. Now, as to the subject, I think the most eligible 
are the following three : — Thomas Fitzsyraons, a learned and exemplary 
man, a good theologian and canonist : Oliver Dease is also a learned 
man, and of great experience, having been for thirty years Vicar- 
General of Meath : Dr. James Cusack, who was educated in Home, is 
also a learned and exemplary man. These three are the most dis- 
tinguished subjects of the province, and are secular priests. 

“ Oliveu of Armagh. 

“ Armagh, 16th March, 1672.’^ 

Succeeding years did not produce any change in this sentiment 
of Dr. Plunket. In his letter of the 15th of September, 1677, 
be not only insists with greater earnestne.ss on this measure, but 
more fully also declares to us the poverty to which the Bishops 
of Ireland were subject: — 

“ Neither in Munster nor in any other province is there a Bishopric 
now vacant that has an annual revenue of 100 scudi, with the exception 
of Derry. In Munster, that is in the province of Cashel, two Bishoprics 
are vacant, namely, Ardfert and Emly. The richer of these does not 
annually yield 80 scudi; now you yourself will judge, how could a 
Bishop (why do I say a Bishop, how could his servant) support and 
clothe himself with 80 scudi a year ? They are obliged to support 
themselves hero with shame and ignominy to the mitre and pastoral. 
You will be good enough to pay particular attention to what 1 am now 
going to say. No Bishop in Ireland has two servants, and it is one and 
the same that acts as his servant and stable-boy, and it is the stable- 
boy that serves the Bishop’s mass. Moreover, none of them have their 
own house: to procure food they go to-day to the house of one gentle- 
man, and to-morrow to the house of another, not without their shame ; 
and indeed the gentry are now tired of these visits. Whether or not 
this be a humiliation of the pastoral, I will leave it to be decided by 
the prudence of your Excellency. From this it also arises that the 
poor Prelates are the servants of the gentry, and if they do not give 
the parishes according to the wishes of the gentry to persons often 
undeserving, they will incur their displeasure : tandem est turpis egestas, 
ac homines ridiculos facit, poverty compels the Bishops to perform things 
unbecoming their dignity. 
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“Those things being so, I beseech you, through the love of Christ, 
to represent to their Eminences what I write, with all reverence, as 
being well acquainted with all the different parts of this kingdom. I 
have three servants, but my friends support them and give hay and 
oats to my horses ; however, were it not for their charity, the stable- 
boy would also be the server of iny mass. I havo never had 200 scudi 
of revenue, and the third part of that revenue (and even more) goes in 
the expense of correspondence within the kingdom and with foreign 
parts. Letters are sent to me from all parts, because they know that 
I alone keep a fixed and regular correspondence in Dublin, &c., and 
that my diocese is only half a day’s journey from Dublin. I charge 
the Canon Jones with many letters to bo sent to Home, and I do not 
pay him anything in return; I only apply all my masses during the 
year for his intention. Were their Eminences thoroughly acquainted 
with the state of the kingdom and the poverty of the Catholics, they 
would make no Bishops here excepting such as are absolutely necessary. 
In the province of Cashel there are at present living, besides the Arch- 
bishop, four suffragan Bishops, that is, in the sees of Killaloe, Kilfe- 
nora, Cork, and Limerick : they ore sufficient, and more than sufficient. 

“ Oliver of Armagh. 

“15th September, 1677.” 

Even when detained in prison, and awaiting his trial on a 
charge of high treason. Dr. Plunket had his thoughts fixed on 
the churches entrusted to him ; and fearful lest new dangers 
might beset his spiritual charge, more than once addressed to 
the Sacred Congregation his ardent request that no new Bishops 
should be created for some time. The following extracts from 
his letters of the 19th and 24th of June, 1680, not only express 
this sentiment of the Primate, but, moreover, present some par- 
ticulars connected with other Prelates of our Irish Church, and 
the most distinguished of the clergy of Ulster at this period : — 

“ I declare and solemnly consider that nothing more injurious to the 
spiritual interest of the kingdom could be done, than to appoint new 
Bishops in these disastrous times; for this would provoke the govern- 
ment to enact more rigorous decrees, and would give further pretext 
to a renewal of the persecution, and all, as well the laity as the 
clergy, would exclaim that their Eminences were the cause of their 
tribulations ; and it would seem that it was done on purpose to defy 
and goad on the Protestants .... Seek for further information on this 
subject from the Archbishop of Cashel and Dr. Forstall of Kildare, who 
are prelates remarkable for their learning, prudence, gravity, and sanctity 
of life, and who would be not only fit, but would even deserve to be 
appointed to the sees of Toledo or Paris, and you will surely find that 
they share in my sentiments.” 

He next assigns the subjects whom he deems most worthy to 
be chosen, should the Sacred Congregation deem it expedient 
to make any appointment to the vacant sees; — 
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“ We have here Dr. Edward Dromgole, a preacher and famous 
theologian and canonist j Bernard Magorke, Vicar of Armagh, a grave, 
learned, and exemplary man ; Dr. Henry Hugo, my Vicar-General, who 
taught philosophy here, and also was educated at Borne ; Luke 
Plunket, a renowned canonist and moral theologian, who suffered 
imprisonment and exile, and being full of zeal returned to this country 
about six months since. All these ferunt pondut diet et astm ; they 
defend the flock and feed it, paliuntur in exequutiow ; laborant ae 
Sudani in vinsa Domini." 


CHAPTER XIV. 

VISITATION OF VARIOUS DIOCESES, CONTINUED. 

We have reserved for this chapter some particular information 
connected with a few of the suffragan and other sees, which we 
shall distribute under their respective heads. 

§ 1. — Diocese of Clocher. 

On the 12th of May, 1671, Dr. Patrick Duffy was appointed 
by the Holy See Bishop of Clogher. Few of the newly nomi- 
nated Prelates seem to have so incurred the hostility of tlie 
Government as this learned Bishop. 

“ I sent to you (thus writes Dr. Flunket to the Intemunzio on 29th 
September, 1671), through Mgr. Howard, a cipher, that thus 1 may 
be able to communicate more freely with their Eminences concerning 
the spiritual affairs of this nation. I sent also, through the same 
channel, the decision come to, after great fatigue and labour, in the 
matter of the Dominicans and Franciscans: my decree is based on 
justice and si fractus illalatur orbis, impavidum ferient ruince. 

“ Some time since the Viceroy sent for me, and, after many compli- 
ments and affectionate expressions, began to speak of matters of which, 
he said, he had been informed in London. He said that about ten new 
Bishops had been made ; but I replied that he must be misinformed, as 
there were not so many ; no matter, he added, I will not permit Father 
Duffy to stop in this kingdom. In reply, I besought him not to give 
credence to false reports ; that Father Duffy was in high repute upon 
the Continent, and that these reports proceeded from enmity, or from 
envy of the abilities of Dr. Duffy. He replied, he must employ his 
talents in other parts, and he commanded mo to write this to the Inter- 
nuuzio, to whom he gave great praise. The Viceroy added, that as 
regarded the other Bishops, ho would close his eyes ; and he also said 
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that he was nowise hostile to the Holy See or to its defenders, and that 
his consort shared his sentiments, so that he even sent his sons to school 
to the Jesuits in France.” 

A few days later Dr. Plunket was summoned to another 
audience with the Viceroy. Well might the Archbishop be 
surprised at the unusual honours thus lavished on him: “ Seu 
fortuna mea est," he writes, adopting the words of the Roman 
orator, “ am sors, seu principis error, maximus exiguo tempore 
crevit honor" The subject of conversation in this interview was 
the late appointment to the See of Clogher : — 

“ He spoke to me at great length (writes Dr. Plunket, on 2nd Oct., 
1671), about the new Bishops and against Dr. Duffy, saying that he had 
heard strange things, and received the worst accounts about him from 
one of the ministers of the English Government, who knew him welt. 

I said that Dr. Duffy was calumniated by evil designing persons : oh 
no, he replied, that minister was acquainted with him in Spain ten 
years ago. I added that I never heard it even whispered that Dr. 
Duffy had done anything prejudicial to the King or to the interests of 
the country. The Viceroy then entered into a long discourse, to the 
effect that Duffy and my predecessor sought to make the people of 
Ulster submit to Cromwell, and that he himself had heard many things 
about this matter in Flanders; that Colonel Philip O’Reilly had 
taken part in this matter, and suffered the due penalty in Flanders : 
at length he concluded by saying, write to Monsignori Airoldi and 
Baldeschi not to allow Duffy to come to this kingdom ; but as to the 
other Bishops, he would close his eyes, as it was not the intention of 
the King that any should be molested who had not sided against him.” 

How it must have pained the noble-hearted Primate to hear 
from the lips of the minister these calumnies against his venerated 
predecessor, and against his friend of Clogher. The English spies 
on the Continent were ever busy inventing tales to gratify the 
anxious bigots at home, and these were treasured up till the 
occasion might present itself of making the pastors of the Church • 
their victims, or at least of debarring them from the exercise of 
their sacred ministry. Despite these threats of the Viceroy, Dr. 
Duffy fearlessljr hastened to his spiritual flock, and for four years, 
till his death, in season and out of season, continued to break to 
them the bread of life. 

His successor, Dr. Patrick Tyrrell, had no sooner arrived in 
his diocese than he found a still worse storm excited against him. 

A few unworthy members of the Clergy broached principles which 
were at this time widely circulated in the schools of France, and 
sought to maintain that the people and clergy enjoyed an inhe- 
rent right to elect their own pastors. As Dr. Plunket shared 
with the former Bishop the perils of persecution, so did he share 
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with Dr. Tyrrell the labour of combating these schismatical 
principles. We shall, however, allow Dr. Tyrrell to detail the 
history of this controversy. 

Soon after his arrival in Ireland he thus writes, on 17th 
December, 1676, to the Internimzio in Brussels: — 

** Being one of the four Bishops lately consecrated for Ireland, I deem 
it my duty to acquaint your Excellency with my movements, as 1 should 
have done before this, had an occasion presented itself. 

“ I arrived safely, thanks to God, in Limerick, a maritime city of 
this kingdom, and although, through the indiscretion of a certain 
priest, a severe perquisition was made to discover me, nevertheless 
iVovidence, through the instrumentality of some good Catholics, freed 
me from this danger : I was obliged, however, to conceal myself for 
awhile. This storm being over, I went to visit the Primate, my 
Metropolitan, and having presented to him my Briefs, he placed me in 
peaceful possession of my Diocese of Clogher, nemine prorsus reclamantey 

He then details the scandalous manner in which two of the 
priests went around exciting the others against him ; to remedy 
the consequent disorders, Dr. Tyrrell convoked a Synod of the 
clergy of the diocese: — 

“ From my discourse,” he thus continues, ‘^a diversity of opinion aroFe 
amongst them, so that some returned to their due obedience, whilst 
others asked for the term of one month to deliberate. Although I replied 
that I could allow no such terms when treating of the submission 
due to the Holy Apostolic See and to their legitimate Pastor, nevertheless, 
as it is dangerous here to unsheathe the sword of ecclesiastical censure, 
except as a last remedy, I deemed it better to avail myself of some 
excuse and absent myself for some time, the more so as the Primate 
wished to employ me in confirming the faithful of some other dioceses 
(as I had already done in my own) ; the term which they asked for 
being expired, I again returneef and cited the refractory to appear ; the 
Primate cited them also, yet they refused to obey, and hence we were 
obliged to proceed against them as contumacious, and to act as best we 
• could in these parts, and as prudence dictated to us in the circum- 
stances. I suspended from their office and from the administration 
of the sacraments the two ring-leaders, hoping that their chastisement 
would suffice to strike terror into the rest. 

“ The others are all submissive, and I hope that in a short time all 
will return to obedience. The clergy are fifty in number, of whom 
forty-two have the care of souls. As yet 1 have not been able to 
make the visitation of my diocese, partly on account of these disorders, 
partly on account of the weather being so rigid in these parts ; but as 
soon as possible I shall visit it with God’s aid, and shall then give more 
minute details. 

Should you wish to honour me with your esteemed commands, be 
pleased to direct them as follows, for Mr, John Warin, in Dublin. 

“Louth, 17 Dec., 1676. 


“ Fh. Patrick of Clogher.” 
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In another letter of the 31st December, he again writes: 

“ About thirteen days ago, I sent some account to your Excellency of 
the disturbances which a few priests of the diocese of Clogher, excited 
against me, their lawful Pastor ... I do nothing without consulting 
the Archbishop of Armagh, who has great experience, courage, and 
zeal. I have no doubt but that in a little while everything will go 
right ; however, I foresee that some annoyances await me ; if our 
blessed God wish so, His will be done. I do not shun this labour now, 
since His Divine Majesty has imposed this burden on my shoulders, 
although I foresaw, indeed, that it w^as too weighty for me.” 

On the 14th of the following February, (1677), he details some 
particulars of the first origin of the opposition thus made to 
him : — 

“ The opposition,” he says, “ is not a personal one, that is, directed 
personally against me ; on the contrary, they had resolved not to admit 
not only as Bishop, but even as Yicar-General, any one unless he w'ere 
a native of the diocese of Clogher, even though he should belong to 
the province of Armagh, as I do, being a native of the first suffragan 
diocese, that is to say, of Meath. 

‘‘ Before the arrival of my predecessor all this was planned, and was 
occasioned by the appointment of a Vicar- General, who, though a 
native of the province, belonged to another diocese, and who was 
nominated by our Metropolitan, at the request of the greater part of 
the clergy, and resided at the distance of only two or three miles from 
that diocese. This Vicar* w'as a man of virtue, and learning, and 
zeal, and being anxious to reform some abuses among the clergy, 
provoked the displeasure of a few, who made an agreement amongst 
themselves not to admit, for the future, any superior for the diocese 
excepting one from the place itself, de greinio loci. 

“ ^Nothing w^as heard of this agreement during the lifetime of my 
predecessor. Dr. Duffy, for it so happened that he was a native of the 
diocese. But immediately on his death, the clergy renewed that 
agreement 

“ In a few days, I start on the visitation of my diocese, that thus I 
may be able to detail more minutely its present state. Up to the 
present it was impossible to do so, partly on account of the disorders, 
and partly because the winter was exceedingly severe in these parts. 
1 understand, however, that the diocese is very extensive and very poor. 
I have not received, as yet, the value of one pin from it ; and though I 

* The Vicar-General, thus nominated, was Dr. Edward Dromgole, often 
extolled in the letters of the Primate, and who, on the martynlom of Dr. 
Plunket, governed the diocese of Armagh, as Vicar- Apostolic. As early as 
22nd August, 1G73, Dr. Plunket thus wrote concerning him; — “Mr. Edward 
Dromgole is one of the best priests I have ; he is well vei*sed in si>eculative 
theology and in morality; he has great talent for i^rcaching, and is of an 
exemplary life ; he was for a short time Vicar-General of Clogher, and he 
governetl that diocese well.” 
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should receive all that is usual granted to the bishop, it would not suffice 
for the maintenance of one priest, and much less for the support of a 
bishop who is obliged to keep, at least, one servant and a chaplain, no 
matter how poor he may be. I hear all the prelates lamenting the 
misery that they endure ; may God compensate it by the abundance of 
His heavenly graces. 

“ The Parliament of England keeps us in apprehension of new perse- 
cutions, but the mercy of God comforts us with the firm resolution to 
either suffer or die aui pati aut mart for our spiritual flocks. 

“ Clogher, 14 February, 1677. 

“ Fa. Patrick of Clooher.” 

Through the exertions of Dr. Tyrrell, seconded by the untiring 
labours of the Primate, peace was soon restored throughout his 
diocese, and we find, during the subsequent years, that, in the 
rebuilding up of the Church of God, the restoring of discipline, 
the correcting of abuses, the celebration of synods. Dr. Plunket 
bad no more devoted assistant, no more zealous co-operator than 
the Bishop of Clogher. 

See the chapter on ‘ Jansenism in Ireland,’ for some further 
particulars regarding the exertions of Dr. Plunket in this con- 
troversy. 

§ 2. — Meath. 

The name of Dr. Patrick Plunket, Bishop of Ardagh, and 
afterwards of Meath, has more than once been introduced in these 
pages. He it was that trained the opening intellect of his rela- 
tive, the subject of these memoirs; for many years he was almost 
the only Bishop in Ireland exercising episcopal functions, and if, 
at the time of his consecration, sunshine seemed to smile upon our 
island, the close of his eventful Episcopate was darkened by a 
gathering storm which, whilst he hastened to his eternal rest, held 
men’s minds in suspense, and burst forth in all its fury. The 
Primate thus communicates to the Holy See the intelligence of 
the demise of this Holy Prelate : — 

“ To your most kind letter of the lOlh of October I did not send an 
answer, not having any news of importance to communicate. But now 
I must give you the sad intelligence of the death of Dr. Patrick Plunket, 
Bishop of Meath, a prelate distinguished by his birth, sincerity, inte- 
grity of life, his skill and experience in ecclesiastical matters, and his 
great watchfulness over his pastoral charge during the long space of 
thirty- three years ; and although he was son of one of the first nobility of 
the kingdom, yet ho never pursued any of the vain pleasures of this 
world. He was at first Abbot of St. Mary’s, near Dublin. About thirty- 
three years ago Innocent the Tenth honoured him with the mitre of 
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Ardagh, and Clement the Tenth transferred him to the diocese of Meath. 
For many years there was no other Bishop in Ireland, all having fled 
in consequence of the fiery persecution of Cromwell. He continually 
enjoyed the protection, or, at least,* the connivance, of the state on 
account of his birth and moderation ; he was an enemy to all temporal 
and political intrigues, and his nephew being married to the niece of 
the Duke of Ormond, our Viceroy, and viceveraa^ one of his nieceshaving 
for husband the nephew of the Viceroy, he had a written protection 
during the two late persecutions. He died poor because he lived rich, 
and devoted to alms-deeds ; his right hand knew not what his left hand 
performed ; he never denied an alms to a poor man, and he gave many 
secret charities to the bashful poor, respectable men and widows, of 
whom we have now a large number since the massacre of Cromwell. 
He had no more than 1,000 scudi when dying. All the ornaments of 
his chapel, and his books and pontificals, he bequeathed to me during 
my life, and on my death to the diocese of Meath. He died on the 18th 
of this month, the day dedicated to the consecration of the Basilicas of 
St. Peter and Paul (for whom he entertained a most ardent devotion), 
and in the seventy-sixth year of his age ; and I recommend the soul of 
this great prelate to your Excellency when ofi’ering the moat holy 
Sacrifice. 

The death of Monsignor Cerri afflicted me very much ; he was my 
fellow student in Romo, and his father, M. Francis Cerri, was my most 
warm friend ; I will get all the clergy of the province of Armagh to 
offer up the holy Sacrifice and prayers for the repose of his soul, and 
they have an obligation to do so on account of his labours for them 
whilst Secretary to the Sacred Congregation. 

“ We are here like sick persons, who, when they commence to 
become convalescent, rise prematurely from bed, to fall with greater 
impetus, j'wo lapsu graviore cadant: As the persecution commences, or 
appears to commence to decline, the regulars begin to frequent the cities 
and their^convents with too much publicity and imprudence, which makes 
us fear another proclamation, and although the prudent prelates, and 
Catholic nobility arguant, ohsecrent, increpent, they obstinately refuse to 
listen. Would you believe that the Franciscans of my diocese opened 
a novitiate during the past summer. The Capuchins educate their 
novices in Charleville, and do not send them to this country till they 
have acquired virtue and experience. If the Dominicans and Francis- 
cans would also prepare their novices in some Catholic country where 
they have convents, we should not have here so many refractory 
persons and apostates. I, for my part, having so often admonished 
their Eminences, have done all that I could do. 

** Dr. Brennan of Cashel obtained the administration of the diocese 
of Waterford and Lismore, and every one readily obeyed. To Monsignor 
Forstall the favour was also granted of the administration of Leighlin ; 
and the clergy did not say one word in opposition, though they only 
received authentic copies of the Brief precisely such as those of Dr. 
Tyrrell for Eilmore.” 

He thence condemns the obstinacy of some of the clergy in the 
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last-named diocese, who still refused to acknowledge Dr. Tyrrell 
for their Bishop, and adds : — 

• 

“It is said that the Parliament wiU be dissolved, and that the 
King, by his own authority, nominates and constitutes the Sheriffs, 
that is, his Lieutenants in the Counties or Provinces, which was 
hitherto the privilege of the Lord High Chancellor and of the Judges. 
The fanatics and sectarians of those kingdoms are but little pleased with 
the return of the Duke of York : ut ut ait, non debemus deaperare meliora 
lapaia (no matter what he may have been, we can hope better 
things from him after his conversion). The Government here both 
was and is very moderate, considering the disastrous circumstances of 
the times. It is gradually becoming manifest that all this conspiracy, 
the cause of the shedding of so mudi Catholic blood, was got up by the 
Presbyterians, who are hostile both to the monarchy and to the hierarchy. 
By the next post I shall write to Monsignor Cybo. His uncle acqulr^ 
great fame for skill and goodness, and integrity, which makes us hope 
that his nephew, in an office so important for the Propagation of the 
Paith, shall be imitator of the heroic virtues of his uncle. 

“ I heard by a letter from Paris, that a Nuncio had been appointed 
for that Court ; you will be kind enough to honour me with a few 
lines, mentioning his name, surname, whence ho comes, and what 
offices he has held ; in the mean time I deem it more expedient to 
await the arrival of that Prelate in Paris, to put in order and harmony 
some matters connected with that city — a subaltern cannot arrange 
things so well. I will ever pray to God for the repose of Monsignor 
Dandoni, who was an intimate friend of mine. His brother was my 
professor of rhetoric. 

“ The exile Knight who visited you, was here accused of high treason, 
criminum Icesce majeitatia, that is, of procuring by foreign troops to 
destroy the present government and the Protestant religion. But the 
villains who accused him gave conflicting evidence at the trial, and 
so I think the prosecution will cease. I recommend my own pecuniary 
interests to you, as from the month of May to the present I have not 
received ten scudi from the diocese. You will be good enough to 
send this letter to Monsignor Cybo, and keep a minute of anything that 
you may deem necessary. 

“ I remain, &c. 

“ 30th Nov. 1679.” 

For some years Dr. Patrick Plunket had been subject to 
grievous infirmities; and hence, on the 9th of March, 1678, 
being in his 74th year, he petitioned the Holy See to grant him 
a Coadjutor in the person of Dr. James Cusack, who was at 
this time Vicar-General of Meath. On the following day the 
primate wrote to Rome soliciting the same favour, and the 
appointment of Dr. Cusack on 5th October, 1678, as Bishop of 
Casensis and Coadjutor of Meath, was the result of these 
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solicitations. The letter of the primate which details many 
interesting facts connected with the diocese, and which, as we 
have said, bears the date 10th of March, 1678, is as follows: — 

“ Dr. Patrick Plunket, Bishop of Meath, now in his 74th year, 
and so reduced by the gout and other infirmities, that he cannot, 
without imminent danger, attend to his diocese, has petitioned the 
Sacred Congregation to have a Coadjutor appointed to him in the 
person of Dr. James Cusack, who studied philosophy and theology in 
Rome, and, during the past sixteen years, laboured with great fruit 
on this mission, preaching, teaching, and administering the sacraments. 
He is also so skilled in canon law, that from all parts of the kingdom 
they recur to him for the decision of their legal disputes. During the 
past six years he discharged the office of Vicar-General of Meath to 
the satbfaction of aU ; even the Protestant magistrates respect him 
for his many good qualities. The good old Bishop of Meath, who 
toiled here for fifty-three years, being part of the time missionary, and 
part of the time Bishop, and yet never claimed any assistance from the 
Sacred Congregation, merits this favour and consolation. Dr. Cusack, 
too, after studying in Rome and completing his course with eclat, and 
labouring here so faithfully and untiringly for many years, will, I hope 
be honoured by their Eminences, thus giving a stimulus to others to 
labour in like manner.” 

The merits of Dr. James Cusack had already been more than 
once appreciated in our Irish Church; and in 1676, the Bishops 
destined him as their representative to the Holy See. DiflFerent 
occupations, however, delayed his departure from Ireland, and 
his preparations were not yet completed, when he received from 
Rome his appointment as Coadjutor Bishop of Meath. In many 
of his previous letters. Dr. Flunket had repeated the same 
eulogies which we have just seen in his letter of 10th March, 
1678. 

Thus, on the 15th August, 1676, he styles him a good canonist 
and theologian, and a distinguished preacher in both languages, 
i.e., English and Irish. “ He studied in Rome,” he adds, “ and 
laboured for thirteen years with great fruit and zeal.” In another 
letter of 18th August, 1673, he styles him a man renowned for 
his learning and prudence; and as early as 1671 he earnestly re- 
commended his appointment as Vicar- Apostolic of the then vacant 
see of Clogher. 

Yet this affectionate esteem for Dr. Cusack could produce no 
bias in the mind of Dr. Plunket, when it was his duty to act as 
judge of controversies in which this distinguished ecclesiastic 
was a contending party. 

In 1670 and 1671 the parish priests of the diocese of Meath 
entered into a resolution to tolerate no longer the system then 
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pursued by the Irish members of the order of St- Francis of soli- 
citing the alms of the faitliful at the parochial mass. Indeed, 
many abuses had been witnessed, and some unworthy children of 
that holy order had often made the faithful blush at their excesses 
■whilst thus questing at the altar. Immemorial custom, however, 
had given its sanction to their soliciting alms at the parochial 
mass, and the parish priests seemed to have overstepped their 
limits when they assumed to themselves the power of abrogating 
this usage. Dr. Cusack was chosen agent by the clergy to catry 
out their resolution, and when the Bishop of Meath decided in 
favour of the Franciscan order, he appealed first to the Archbishop 
of Armagh, and then to Rome, that the decree of his ordinary 
might be reversed. 

Dr. Oliver Plunket appointed as his delegates to examine this 
cause Oliver Dease, Vicar-General of Meath ; Philip Draycott, 
Parish Priest of St. Peter's, Drogheda, and Vicar-General of 
Armagh ; and Patrick Everard, a distinguished theologian. These 
summoned a meeting of the contending parties, but three days 
before the appointed time some adherents of Peter Walsh, fearing 
the result of the conference, informed the government, and, at 
their solicitation, an order was sent to the primate prohibiting 
this assembly. Dr. Plunket, in consequence, published a tempo- 
rary decree, by which he commanded the parish priests to allow 
pendente life the religious of the order of St. Francis to quest, as 
heretofore, at the parochial mass. It was in consequence of this 
decree that Dr. Cusack, in the name of the parish priests, ap- 
pealed to the judgment of the Holy See ; though he soon after- 
wards withdrew this appeal, and, in a letter to the Sacred Con- 
gregation, declared the readiness of the clergy to abide by the 
decision of the Archbishop of Armagh. No one more than Dr. 
Plunket deprecated the abuses which gave such scandal to the 
faithful people of Meath and other dioceses, but he was desirous 
that these abuses should be checked by the legitimate authority, 
whilst the just rights of the religious orders should be, at the 
same time, maintained. Thus, he more than once declared in his 
letters to the Sacred Congregation that this custom ought to be 
abrogated, and that, if the Sacred Congregation would not make 
a special decree on the subject, the bishops of his province at the 
next provincial council were resolved to submit to their Emi- 
nences some remedy for these abuses. Till such time, however, 
as the proper remedy might be thus applied by the legitimate 
authority, he decided in the present controversy that the imme- 
morial usage of the Franciscan order should be confirmed, whilst, 
at the same time, the members of that order were admonished 
to avoid the abuses which had, heretofore, afforded such just 
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grounds of complaint. This decision of the primate was con- 
firmed by the Sacred Congregation on 11th of January, 1672.* 

• * We shall add two letters of Dr. Cusack which throw considerable light on 
the entire controversy, whilst another letter on the same subject, from the pen 
of Father Netterville, of the Society of Jesus, will be found in the Appenmx, 
No. 47. 

“ Diise Epistolaj Jacobi Cusack ad lllmum. et Rmum. D. Archiepiun. Cocsareae 
Komam. • 

“ Ulme. et Re\Tne. Dne. 

“ Vigetin hoc regno a multis anuis cousuetudo, sen, ut verius dicam,comiptela 
admittendi regulares aliquos, Carmelitas scilicet, Augustinianos, Dominicanos, et 
Franciscanos diebus dnicLs. et festis ad mendicandum piiblice ante sacrum i>aro- 
chialc. Et quia solent quandoq. prR?dicti regulares ante mendicationem concio- 
rari, quo potius scandalizatur, quam rodilicatur popidus, cui tinis harum 
concionum videtur mendicatio, xmde emanaWt proverbium illud istas condones 
haJbere caudas, quia niminim post conciones aut oves aut agnos aut aliquid 
emendicant; statuerunt regni Frissules, ne quo die concionaturus accederet 
regularis, j)ermittcretur mendicare. Hac do causa rcpulsus quidam Pater 
Dominicanus a parucho, quia nimirum contra statuta nostrso dioeccsis post 
concionem vellet etiam invito pastore mendicare, adjunctis sibi Franciscanis 
aliquot, qui cum pastoribus aliquibus antea contendebant, accedit ad Him, et 
R, Patritium Midensem, conqueriturq. se et Franciscanos a tribus parochis 
Midensis dioecesis impeditos, (juominus eleemosynaa suas secundum conauetu- 
dinem antiquam dioecesis corrogare possent. Fulminat Midensis, inaudita parte, 
suspensionem latai sententias S. Pontiilci reservatam in quemeumq. parochum 
suum, regulares secimdum antiquam dioecesis consuetudinem emendicantes 
im}>edire tentantem. Exultant et insultaut parocliis regulares, jactaut nobis 
invitis consuetudinis suae beneficio sese fmituros, miuaa et periciUa obstrei>en- 
tibus intendunt. Gra^Hter commovet res hiec parochos et pungit, laedi bad 
subjectione dignitatem suam aegerrime ferunt, praocisamq. censura ilia libertatem, 
■qua regulares aut pro sua benevolentia admittebant, aut pro arbitrio rejiciebaut, 
indignabantur. Quid multis? Primi parochi, quibus ostensa est censura, 
quosq. frustra territant regulares, nomine suo et totius cleri Midensis Ard- 
machanum ap^>ellant, apostolos a Midensi obtinent : Ardmachanus autem totam 
causam delegat admodum Rdis. DD. Oliverio Dease, Vico. Gli. Miden. PhUippo 
Draycott nuper Vico. Gli. Ardmeno. et Pastori St. Petri Pontanae, et Patritio 
Everardo Theologo emerito. Hi locum et diem citatis partibus constituunt ; 
sed triduo ante praefixam diem interdicit Ardmacanus, ne couveniamus, signi- 
ficans, hoc pro -regia jussu factum, cui regulares aliqui delegati citationem eo 
consilio ostendemnt, ut conventio nra. ipsius auctoritate disturbaretur. Verum 
regulares nunc palam Ardmenum. incusant, et conventmn nrum. ejus opera in 
gratiam Midensis interdictum ajunt. Quidquid sit, cum j)ro-rex vir alioouin 
humanissimus, et cui nos omnes quamplurimum debemus, paulo ante synodiim 
provincialem permiserit, et quotidie longe frequentiores conventus etiam in 
urbibus et opjndis permittat, certum videtur, quod nec nostnmi, qui niri 
habendus erat, et ad quern soli ordinum su]>eriorcs quatuor, et ego cleri 
procurator citatus eram, interi>ellasset, nisi ut aliquibus nostrLs gratilicaretur • 

Jam prajcipit Ardmacanus appellantibius fratres ut antea acl mendicandum 
admitti i>endeutc Utc, quam data op^wtunitate decidendam spondet. Sed mild 
consiUtius visum est Ssum. in Christo Patrem, et D. N. Clementem X. P. 0. M. 
appellare; nec cm api>ellationem meam potius quin lllmie. et Kmas. Dni. Vr«. 
exhibendam transmitterom, attentius considorando inveni : qui oculus es S. 
Cngnis. de Projida Fide a longe jirospiciens qiw in loci.s omnibus hieresi infectis 
geruntur. Nec aliud rogo, (piam (cum non suppetat, unde personaliter causam 
prosequar) ut res delegatis ab Ardmacno iteruin auctoritate' A plica, committatur, 
aut aids quibusvis, et oneren/areonim conscientine, utcoiisiderutis etiam circum- 
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§ 3. — The Diocese op Derry. 

The letters of Dr. Con well and of the Vicar-General of Raphoe, 
which were ^iven in the chapter on the zeal and apostolic labours 
of Dr.' Plunket, anticipate much of what should be said in the 
present article. It was not without great risk and toil that the 
primate succeeded in deposing Terence Kelly, the Vicar-General 

stantiis loci et temporis, quod justum videbifcur, exeqnantur, ut ad omnipotentis 
Dei honorem et populi scdificationem tarn barbams mendicandi modus ad altaria, 
cujus fusiorem descriptionem brevi transmittara, e medio toUatur. Quod si 
forte non convenit ab Illma. et Kma. Dne. Vra. banc appellationem ex- 
hiberi, dignabitur saltern cleri nostri agentem instruere, quo pacto causam nram. 
administrare et curare debeat. 

“Interim Dnem. V. I. et R. Omnipotens ad propagatnem sute fidei diu 
sospitet, quod ex animo apprecatur, .. 

“Dnis. Vwe, I. et R. 

“ Dublinii, 26 Febrii, 1671. 

“ Obsqmus. 

“ Jacobus Cusacu.s.” 


SECOND LETTER. 


•‘lllme. et Revme. Dne. 

“Postquam transmisi appellationem ad lUm.et R. Dnem.Vram.Ssmo.PatiTlNro. 
exbibendam, rogarunt re^lares quidam controversiam iterum committi eisdem 
delegatis decidendam. Arrisit mihi, quod optarunt, et utramq. manum dedi, 
nt liti finis hie imxx)neretur, renuntiavi ap])eilatioui facto, et cum ex ad versa 
valetudine abfuissent delegati duo, acquievimus communi consensu judicio et 
sententi® lUmi. et Rmi. Oliveri Ardmacni. et Rdi. admodum D. DnL Oliver! 
Dease Vicarii Ghs. Miden. eorumq. quos ipsis in consilium adhibere viderentur. 
Audierunt utriusq. partis rationes, et argumenta, sed cum mihi persuadeam 
Illmum. et Rmum. Aj-dmenum. in causis gravioribus nihU agere incousulta Him. 
et R Dne. Vra. in rebus gerendis experientissima, visum est meaa rationes, et 
adversorum argumentorum solutionem eo transmittere, ut collatis eisd. cumargu- 
mentis regulariiun, quid in Dno. faciendum sit, ex consilio et sententia sua 
significet. Addidit mihi ad hoc animmn, quod referat Ardmaenus Him. et 
Rvm. D. Vrara. strenue laborare, ne quid ullibi de hierarchi® dignitate 
detrahatur, cujus veritatis evidentissimum habemus in hoc regno testimonium, 
ubi collapsam peue hierarchiam tot pr®sulum creatione in pristinum quasi statum 
vestrapr®cipue industria rcstituit, cum Neoteric! nostri extremami)astoribu8 ipsis 
ruinam natam minabantur, quasi vero ijwi convenientiorem modum fidei 
propa^ano® missionarios suos (qui a pinguioribus diveUi sese non facile patiuntur) 
excogitare possent, quam Chnstus ijKse Dnus omni}x)tens, omnibonus, omni- 
sapiens per Epos, et parochos. Hi sunt qui per ostium intrarunt in ovile, et non 
ascendcrunt miuade : Christus ostium est juxta illud ; ego sum ostium. His 
Christus conunittit ovile. De istis videtur prophetice dictum Hier. 22. Non 
mittebam prophetas, et ijpsi currebant, non loquebar ad eos, et iiwi prophe- 
tabant. Et certe ausim dicer^ si Ecclesiastica Hierarchia in Anglia et Scotia 
noudum concidisset, nunquam in eis sic Tides defecisset. Sed h®c nimc missafacio 
Deus O.M. Hlmam. et Rmara. Dnem. vram. ad deeus et tutelam Ecclesi® nr®, et 
ad majorem sui nominis gloriam ubique propagandam diu sospitet, idq. exintimo 
cordo apprecatur 

“ Dnis. Vr®. &c., 


“ Obsi^us. 
“Jacobus Cusack.” 
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of Derry, whom his predecessors had sought in vain to correct 
Dr. Conwell, whom he substituted in the administration of the 
diocese, is spoken of in the contemporary records as a man of 
distinguished zeal and learning, and tne Holy See soon sanctioned 
his appointment, constituting him Vicar-Apostolic of Derry : his 
delicate constitution, however, did not long sustain the incessant 
labours of that vast and important diocese. 

In the beginning of 1673 Dr. Plunket transferred the Vicar- 
General of Raphoe, Dr. Luke Plunket, to the diocese of Derry, 
and when, in 1677, a momentary calm seemed to smile upon our 
Irish Church, we find a petition presented by the primate, that a 
Bishop should be granted, and this Vicar-General be consecrated 
for that ancient see. 

A letter of the Nunzio, of 21st August, 1677, besides referring 
to this desire of the Archbishop of Armagh, presents many inte- 
resting particulars connected with this diocese ; — 

The Vicar of Derry informs me, that, through the mercy of God, 
great peace is enjoyed in that diocese, and that order is maintained 
there, not only by his own exertions, but by the union of the clergy, 
who, moreover, are not called on to contribute much for his support, as 
he possesses a sufficient private patrimony. For two years he exercised 
the function of Vicar-General of Raphoe, and is for five years in his 
present position ; he was twice cast into prison by the Protestants, and 
accused of acting with authority delegated by the Holy See, yet he was 
each time set at liberty, and declared innocent through the want of 
evidence against him. He laments his being at the distance of one 
hundred miles from the residence of the nearest Bishop, and this in a 
mountainous country, so that not being visited by other Bishops, and 
Derry itself being without a Bishop more than a hundred years, almost 
the whole mass of the people is without the sacrament of confirmation, 
and deprived of those advantages which the presence of a Bishop would 
confer on it. He requested me to grant him the faculty of consecrating 
altars and chalices, but as I had no such power, I answered that I 
would petition your Excellency, as I now do, to obtain it for him. 

“ All the preceding statements are confirmed by the Archbishop of 
Armagh, who, moreover, writes that he administered confirmation in 
that diocese to old men sixty years of age ; and after peissing a high 
eulogy on the learning and merits of the Vicar-General, he declares that 
if the Sacred Congregation is desirous of appointing a Bishop to the 
see of Derry, he would be the best qualified both in regard of his own 
talents, and on account of his having sufficient private means : he adds 
that he has very few equals in Ireland, and that the only defect is his 
delicate constitution.” 

We have a letter of Dr. Plunket, written on 4th of August, 
1677, to the Secretary of the Sacred Congregation, which dwells 
at length on the same subject: — 
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“ It is my duty to represent to their Excellencies whatever may tend 
to promote the propagation of the faith, and ecclesiastical discipline in 
this kingdom, and especially in the province of Armagh. Now it is 
certain that great advantage would accrue to our holy religion by 
granting a Bishop to the diocese of Derry. This diocese is the most 
remote in this kingdom, and has about thirty parish priests and about 
six thousand Catholic families. These are at a- distance of more than a 
hundred miles from me and from every other Bishop ; and hence, for the 
consecration of chalices and altar- stones, as well as for the ordinations, 
they are obliged to make a long and difScult journey; and as there was 
no Bishop there for more than a hundred years, many persons are met 
with at a very advanced age who never received the sacrament of con- 
firmation. It was with difficulty that I found a proper Vicar who 
would undertake the mission in these remote districts, till about five 
years ago God moved Luke Plunket, a learned and exemplary man, to 
accept the burden of the government of that diocese : he passed nine- 
teen years in Italy and France; he is rich in earthly wealth, but still 
more so in. zeal for the glory of God: he suffered much in the exercise 
of his ministry; he was imprisoned and prosecuted by the Protestants, 
but his defence was so prudent that he was liberated. On one occasion, 
though sick, he was dragged, at midnight, two miles away to prison ; 
yet such was his zeal, that no persecution CQuld force him to abandon 
his flock. Vie?-e tulit pondus diei et cestus. Your Excellency will be 
good enough to propose the matter to their Eminences, that thus Mr. 
Luke may be appointed to the see of Deiry : this will be a great favo\ir 
to the Catholics of these districts : if it he not granted, lot an Apostolic 
Brief at. least be sent, giving him faculty to consecrate chalices and 
portable altars. As he has a rich patrimony he could support his 
dignity with decorum, besides the blessings that would accrue to the 
Catholics of that diocese. 

“Oliver of Aumaqh. 

“ Dublin, 4th August, 1677.” 

A few days later in the same month, the Internunzio trans- 
mitted from Brussels some information which had been asked for 
by the Secretary of the Sacred Congregation as to the means of 
support of the clergy of this diocese: — 

“ By the Archbishop of Armagh,” he says, “ as well as by Dr. Luke 
Plunket, I have been informed that there are no fixed boundaries for 
the parishes, nor a fixed revenue for the parish priests in the diocese of 
Derry ; it is customary to assign to the care of each priest a sufficient 
number of Catholic families, who by their offerings and alms contribute 
to his support.” 

The plan proposed to the Holy See by the Primate could not 
be realised, for scarce were these letters received in Rome when 
intelligence was brought that the long-threatening storm of per- 
secution had burst, with all its fury, upon our afflicted island ; 
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and from subsequent records we leam that the Vicar of Derry 
was one of those who enjoyed the happy honour of sharing with 
the primate the sufferings and chains of his imprisonment. 

§ 4 — Kildare. 

In the letter of the Primate, 2nd August, 1678, mention is made 
of the requested favours having been granted, not only to the 
Bishop of Meath and Dr. Cusack, but also to the Bishop of Kildare. 
The favour solicited by Dr. Plunket for this prelate was tlie ad- 
ministration of the adjoining diocese of Leighlin. Dr. Forstall 
was a prelate of great virtue and learning, and before his appoint- 
ment to the see of Kildare, he had held high ecclesiastical offices in 
Vienna, in which he won for himself even the esteem and favour 
of the Imperial Court. He was, however, a member of the order 
of St. Augustine, all whose convents had been destroyed or im- 
poverished throughout the kingdom ; and, as the diocese of Kildare 
presented at this period no means of subsistence, yielding to the 
Bishop a revenue of only 56 scudi per annum, that is to say, 
little more than £1 per month, he was obliged to have recourse 
to Rome, the common mother of all, soliciting aid in his distress. 
Dr. Plunket was mainly instrumental in procuring for him the 
administration of the diocese of Leighlin, and in his letter of the 
20th of August, 1677, whilst he suggests the means by which 
this worthy prelate (whom he elsewhere declares fit to govern the 
most important dioceses of the world) might be relieved, he espe- 
cially commends this provision for the diocese of Leighlin, 
as whilst it succoured the indigence of the Bishop, it would, at 
the same time, be a source of great spiritual blessings to that 
venerable see. The following is the letter of the primate: — 

“ The great affection which your Eminence has ever displayed for me 
and for this nation, is the cause of my so often inconveniencing you 
both for myself and for my friends, amongst whom is Dr. Forstall, a 
grave and learned prelate, and here esteemed by all ; he is Bishop of 
Kildare, which diocese is amongst the poorest of this kingdom, having 
only fifteen priests, and yielding no more than £15, that is about 56 
scudi of Roman money. It is certain that many of the chaplains of 
the ‘ Madonna dei Monti’* receive a great deal more, and this poverty 
of the bishops renders them the servants of the laity, and makes them 
ridiculous and contemptible. The manner of succouring this worthy 
prelate is either to destine an annual sum for him from the Sacred 
Congregation, such as is granted to the bishops of the East, or if not, 
to grant to him the administration of the diocese of Leighlin, adjoining 


• A church not far from the old Irish College in Rome ; it is also at present 
the parochial church of our national college in that city. 


Digitized by Google 



170 


VISITATION OF DIOCESES BY DE. PLUNKET. 


that of Kildare, which, although it has no more than fifteen or sixteen 
prieets, and gives a revenue of only fifty or sixty scudi, nevertheless 
will be a great relief to Dr. Forstall : this measure would be of great 
spiritual advantage to the Leighlin diocese, since the said prelate could 
administer there the sacraments of confirmation and orders, and conse- 
crate chalices or altars, &c. ; and it is certain that it would be a source 
of greater profit and spiritual consolation to this diocese to bo adminis- 
tered by a Bishop (since it cannot support a bishop for itself) than by 
a Vicar-General who, ut plurimnm, is not a person of such learning, 
and does not enjoy so great authority. 

“ I, therefore, pray your Eminence to propose to his Holiness and to 
the Sacred Congregation either to assign an annual sum to Dr. 
Forstall, or otherwise to grant him the administration of Leighlin 
diocese, which is contiguous to and adjoining the diocese of Kildare : 
this is a matter worthy of your charity and great zeal, and I re- 
main, &c., 

“ Oliver of Aruaoh. 

“Dublin, 20th of August, 1677. 

" To his Eminence the Cardinal 
Colonna, &c., &c., &c.” 

During the next month this same petition was renewed, and 
the sentiment of the primate was confirmed by the suffrage of 
Dr. Plunket, of Meath, and Dr. Tyrrell, of Clogher.* 

As we have seen in the letter above referred to (30th Nov., 
1679), this favour was accorded by the Holy See. The diocese 
of Leighlin, however, was not allowed to enjoy long this admi- 
nistration. Before the close of the year 1679 Dr. Forstall was 
cast into prison ; and even after his liberation the fury of perse- 
cution compelled him to seek for safety in the woods and moun- 
tains, till, in 1683, he closed his earthly career an exile in the 
diocese of Cashel. 

* The following is the j(Hnt memorial of these three Bishojis to the Sacred 
Congregation : — 

“ Nos infrascripti habentes optimam notitiam et informationem status 
Diccceseos Kilclarciisis, attestamur cjus districtum esse nnum ex pauperioribus 
totius Hibernite : in ea Epum. non habere domum, hortum, agnim aut paramenta 
uUa ecclesiastica nee moris esse ut laid aut stcculares Catholici viritim contri- 
butionem uUam aut subsidium peudant Episcopo, et quod caput eat hdem 
facimus in ea non esse nisi 15 Pastores aut Ouratos quorum singuli singulas 
libras leris Anglicani auniiatim Episcopo solvunt ; et consequenter proventus et 
emolumenta annua Episcopi se tantum extendere ad 15 libras Anglicanas, seu 
ad quinquagiuta sex circiter scutata monetie Romanes ; ac proinde aflirmamus 
impossibile x^oisus esse ut Epus. spectatis emolumentis e dioecesi provenientibus 
nisi aliunde ei succurratur, possit rcsidere, se sustentare, aut eas functiones et 
fructus facere qui residentiam requirunt. 

“ Datum in diversis respective refugii nostri locis mense Septembri, 1677. 

“Oliverius Armachanus, T.H.P. 

“ Patritius Midiee Ejnis. 

" Patritius Epos. Clogheren.” 
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§ 5. — Kilfenoka. 

On the 22nd of January, 1647, Dr. Andrew Lynch was elected 
by the Sacred Congregation Bishop of Kilfenora. His epis- 
copate embraced one of the saddest epochs in the history of our 
church. During the persecution consequent on the invasion of 
Cromwell he fled to France, and acted for many years as suf- 
fragan or assistant-Blshop to the Archbishop of Rouen. 

In 1671 the Sacred Congregation deliberated on the propriety 
of transferring this prelate to the then vacant see of Cork, and 
of uniting his small diocese with the adjoining see of Killaloe. 

The opinion of Dr. Plunket was solicited through the Nunzio as ^ 
to the propriety of this union ; and the following fragment of a 
letter, written by him in reply, was transmitted to the Sacred 
Congregation before the close of 1672 : — 

“ 31st Jan. 1672. — As regards the union of the Diocese of Kilfenora 
with Killaloe, I think it would be well ; for Kilfenora has no more 
• than four or five priests.” 

In the preceding months the Internunzlo had presented a 
similar recommendation to Rome. His letter of 17th October, 
1671, is as follows: — 

“ The Bishop of Kilfenora, who is now in France, and, though sixty- 
five years of age, is nevertheless robust and strong, was obliged to 
abandon his diocese on account of its being so reduced and impoverished, 
and to retire to France to acquire subsistance, acting as suffragan of 
the Archbishop of Rouen. Moreover he had hut little duty in his own 
diocese, as it is only ten Italian miles in extent, and even in the most 
flourishing times of the Church had only nine priests, that number 
being now reduced to four. It forms as if a comer of the diocese of 
Killaloe, and adjoins the diocese of Kilmacduagh, so that it would be 
well to have it incorporated with either of these dioceses, not to have 
a Bishop confined to so small a district, which is wholly insufficient 
for his support ; for in Ireland the Bishops subsist by the charitable 
offerings of the people and the voluntary contributions of the poor 
Priests. Should the Sacred Congregation adopt this plan, the present 
Bishop of Kilfenora might be transferred to the see of Cork, which is 
in the same province of Cashel, and is very extensive and rich, whilst 
it is, at the same time, very remote from the residence of the other 
Bishops who are now in Ireland. This sentiment has been approved 
by Dr. O’Molony (Bishop of Killaloe), the Bishop of Ferns, and Dr. 
Dempsey, who also requested me to supplicate your Excellency for 
this favour, as the Bishop of Kilfenora is most anxious to return to 
labour in Ireland, whilst it would be impossible for him to return to 
his former residence. The account I have received of this Bishop 
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represent him ns a man very learned and virtuous. The Archbishop of 
Armagh writes that the Bishop of Meath is seriously ill, and on account 
of his being so old there is great danger of his passing to a better 
world.” 

The good bishop of Kilfenora, however, declined the proffered 
translation to the see of Cork, and, continuing to reside in 
France, some few years later, in the diocese which had yielded 
him a refuge, found also a tomb. 


CHAPTER XV. 

DR. PLDNKET’s mission TO THE SCOTO-IRISH OF THE HIGHLANDS 
AND HEBRIDES. 

For some years before the departure of Dr. Plunket from the 
Eternal City, the missions in the Hebrides and Highlands of 
Scotland had engaged the attention of the Sacred Congregation; 
and he had not as yet reached Belgium, when, by order of the 
Holy Father, he was deputed, on the 17th of September, 1669, 
the superior of these missions, with an injunction to procure 
spiritual pastors for that desolate flock.* 

At an early period of the persecution against the Catholics of 
Great Britain, all priests were compelled to fly from the Scottish 
islands, and as these were too poor to attract the attention of 
the reformed ministers, their inhabitants were left almost wholly 
Immersed in the grossest ignorance. We find at intervals, 
however, some heroic priests, especially from the neighbouring 
shores of Ireland, fearlessly risking their lives in order to admi- 
nister to these poor islanders the sacraments of the Church, and 
break to them the bread of life. The records of the Jesuit 
missions, as well as those of the Orders of St. Francis and St. 
Vincent,t present illustrious examples of such true Christian 
heroism. We shall take one from the Annual Letters of the 


* Atti,* &c., 17th Sept., lOGO : ** Ssmua. mandavit deputari in superiorem illiua 
misBionis zat^cnium Archiepuin. .cVnnacuum qui aid illas insulas oi>eranos 
mittat** 

I In the Life of S. Vincent, 1. u. c. 1, sect, xi., there is an accouut of the 
missionary labours of the Lazaristes in the Hebrides, and of the success which 
they obtained. 8t. Vincent, it is there stateil, selected two Irish priests for the 
mission of the Hebrides, to whom a tliird was added, Scotch by Inrth. There is 
an interesting letter inserted in the same chapter, written by one of those mis- 
sionaries, the Rev. Mr. Duiguiu, or Duggan, which gives an accurate accouut of 
his labours iu the Westeru Islands. 


Digitized by Google 



OF TUK HIGHLANDS AND HEBRIDES. 173 

Jesuit Fathers. About the year 1650 Father David Galvins was 
renowned throughout the Irish province for his piety and zeal ; 
three times did he set out for the missions of Scotland. On the 
first occasion he travelled as a merchant, yet could convert none 
of the islanders to the profession of the Catholic faith, such was 
their terror of the Duke of Argyle, a bitter enemy of the Catho- 
lics, and lord of that territory. When returning to Ireland, all 
sad for the bad success of his journey, the Scotch sailors, who, 
themselves, were imbued with Calvinism, surprised that though 
he styled himself a merchant, yet he had purchased no goods, 
asked him for what object he had undertaken so long a journey? 
The good father replied that he was, indeed, a merchant, but 
of merchandize far more precious than all earthly goods, and 
that he sought for souls redeemed by the most precious blood of 
Jesus Christ. The sailors, reasoning amongst themselves, de- 
clared with one accord that that religion should be true which 
could inspire such a desire for the salvation of souls ; and before 
the vessel reached the Irish coast, he had the consolation of 
receiving these straying children into the fold of Christ. On his 
second and third mission his labours were crowned with abun- 
dant fruit: in some districts, whole towns, parents as well as 
children, received the sacrament of Baptism: and on one occa- 
sion, so incessant was his toil in instructing the poor moun- 
taineers, that for five months he never changed his garments, 
though often compelled to rest at night exposed to the rain and 
the inclemency of the weather. Such was the hatred conceived 
against him by the heretics that they publicly sent around his 
likeness in order to secure his arrest; but the good father safely 
passed through their hands, though not without a manifest inter- 
position of Providence ; and sometimes, too, employing the arti- 
fice of declaring himself a merchant, and bringing around some 
sacks of corn as if they were samples, the better to disguise his 
true mission.* 

In 1662 Alexander Winster was appointed prefect of all the 
Scottish missions, and in his “ Report” to the Sacred Congrega- 
tion he states that there were six thousand Catholics in Scotland, 
and that the Highlanders used the Irish language : the clergy 
consisted of eleven Jesuits, three Dominicans, two Franciscans, 
and six secular priests, all being maintained by the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Propaganda. These priests, however, were, for the 
most part, confined to the Lowlands, and but few could be found 

• See “ Relatio rerum quaramdam mirabilium quse contigerunt in mission e 
Hibemica Soc. Jesu ab anno 1641. usque ad an. 1650” compiled from the 
“ Litterte annuse Soc. Jes." in Archiv. Col. Hib. de Urbe. 
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who would embrace the mission of the Scoto-Irish, as they called 
the inhabitants of the Hebrides and Highlands. We have seen 
in the Second Chapter how the Irish Bishops urged, as a motive 
for the establishment of the Irish College in Rome, that thus they 
might be the better able to supply missions for the Scotch dis- 
tricts. Dr. Burgatt, too, when agent of the Irish Clergy in 
Rome, petitioning the Holy Father, in 1668, that bishops might 
be destined to the vacant sees in Ireland, assigns this, amongst other 
reasons, that thus the Scottish Church might be succoured, 
which was almost wholly destitute of pastors. “ The Scotch (he 
says) have but few ecclesiastics of their own nation ; fruitful mis- 
sions, however, were often given there from Ireland : for they 
freely receive instruction from the Irish priests on account of 
their having the same language as well as the same origin. All, 
but especially the Scottish islanders, so hate the English that they 
even seem to abhor all who speak the English language.* 

As soon as Dr. Plunket had expedited matters more imme- 
diately connected with his own diocese, he resolved to visit and 
procure pastors for this scattered portion of Christ’s fold : — 

“ The visitation of the Hebrides yet remains,” he thus writes on the 
23rd February, 1671, “but if the Sacred Congregation does not write 
a letter to the Marquis of Antrim, we shall be able to effect nothing. 
This nobleman has great influence in these islands, but he is in every 
respect not unlike Mgr. Albrici, good and prudent, but slow and scru- 
pulous in everything. I remember that Mgr. Albrici could not find in 
all Italy a servant to suit him: the Florentine was too talky; the 
Milanese was giddy ; the Eomagnese was stupid ; the Neapolitan was 
quick with the fingers ; the Roman was too sad. And so it is very 
difficult to find people to suit the Marquis of Antrim. I proposed to 
him no fewer than twenty priests, but he had something to say against 
every one of them j and in regard of Ronan Magin — a man truly suited 
for the task — he remarked that he seemed too hasty and presumptuous, 
and proud; The chief cause of the delay, however, is the treaty of union 
between Scotland and England, as I mentioned in a former letter.f 
The Marquis sent three priests to these islands to administer the sacra- 
ments of Penance and the Eucharist during the Lent ; after Easter they 
returned, and they would not consent to remain in them for the whole 
year, as they have good psurishes in the county Antrim. Moreover, they 
are very old, and but ill-suited for the labour of these islands. A 
courteous letter to this nobleman, commending his piety and his zesl 

* “Scotivix rdlos habent suae gentis ecclesiasticos : ex Hibernia illuc fieri 
solebunt fructuosae missiones : Hibemos enim libenter audiunt , propter commu- 
nionem linguae necnoii et originis. Odio ita prosequuutur Anglos (praesertim, 
insulares Scoti) ut etiara ipaorum linguam loquent^ vulgo aversari videantur.’ 
Relat. Ec. Hib. a Gul. Burgatt, &c. 

t We have not been able to find any trace of this letter. 
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for the spiritual profit of these souls, and commemorating also the piety 
of his ancestors, will be very efficacious in promoting this matter. I 
was with him for three days at his house in Dunluce ; it is a noble 
building ; the palace is perched on a high rock, which is lashed on every 
side by the sea ; it is only twelve miles distant from the largest of the 
Hebrides. Mgr. this letter is necessary, as the Marquis is the only 
Catholic nohleman who can assist me in this mission, and without his 
aid I shall have to run many risks.” 

This letter of the primate was read in the Congregation of 13th 
of July, 1671, and at the same time that the wished-for letter was 
directed to the Marquis of Antrim, a missionary stipend was 
decreed to three priests whom the Archbishop of Armagh should 
destine for these missions. 

Whatever may have been the judgment of the Marquis of 
Antrim in regard of the subjects proposed by Dr. Plunket for the 
Scottish mission, it is manifest from the letters of the primate, that 
he omitted no diligence in choosing missionaries well suited for 
that holy work. Thus, he writes in 1670, immediately after his 
arrival in Ireland : 

“ When I assemble the vicars of the province, I shall send to your 
Excellency the names of the missionaries for the Scottish islands ; three 
have already offered themselves for that mission, but before I accept 
them, 1 wiU examine them as to learning, and 1 will go to their own 
district, in order to see what is the tenor of their lives. You may rest 
assured that those that I wiU send shall be men of sufficient learning 
and of holy life. Their stipend might be the same as is given to the 
other missionaries of Scotland, especially as these islands are even poorer 
than Scotland itself. When I transmit to you their names and the 
attestation of their merits, I am sure that your Excellency, in tho fulness 
of your zeal, will do all that is necessary for the advancement of this 
holy work. There is one missionary in these islands named TFhite, who 
is supported there by Daniel Arthur, an Irish merchant of London.” 

Before the above-mentioned decree was enacted by the Sacred 
ConOTegation, Dr. Plunket had addressed another letter respecting 
his former demands, and soliciting pecuniary aid to enable him to 
execute the commission entrusted to him by the Holy See. 

“ I need some assistance,’’ he says, in his letter of 7th June, 1671, 
" to enable me to visit the Scottish islands, that is, the Hebrides ; with- 
out your assistance I can do nothing. It will be necessary for me to 
bring a priest and a servant with me, and to dress after the manner of 
these people, which is very different from that of every other part of the 
globe.” 

In his subsequent letters. Dr. Plunket makes no further peti- 
tion for any aid; nevertheless, reference is made at a later period 
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to a “ Relatio” of these islands presented about this time by the 
Archbishop of Armagh ; and hence we may conclude that before 
the close of 1671 he performed this visitation, and consoled the 
devoted children of that abandoned portion of Christ’s flock, by 
appointing pastors to attend to their spiritual care. Indeed this 
mission seems to have been most dear to him ; and writing to the 
secretary of the Sacred Congregation on the 29th September, 
1671, he thus earnestly recommends it to their care: 

I recommend to you the Scottish islands. The poor creatures are 
dying from spiritual hunger, having none to break to them the bread of 
Christ ; ecce jam regiones alhce sunt ad messem ; let us reap the harvest 
whilst it is ripe, and let us gather in the vintage before it is destroyed 
by the hail and the tempest.” 

In the absence of any fragments of the “ Relatio” of Dr. Plun- 
ket, we may present some extracts from two other narratives of 
these missions, presented to the Sacred Congregation in the year 
1669. One of these was written by Dr. Winster, who, as we 
have seen, was for many years prefect of the mission in the 
Scottish islands. He states that;* 

“ The mountainous districts are barren, and during five or six months 
of the year, scarcely yield to the inhabitants sufficient oaten or barley- 
bread ; towards the sea there is an abundance of fish, and everywhere 
there are large fiocks of sheep and cattle ; the people live on cheese, 
milk, and butter ; the lower classes, however, are often without bread. 

“ The Highlands have no commerce with foreign nations, but sell 
their cattle to the inhabitants of the Lowlands, and are thus enabled to 
purchase flour ; this is the reason why the missionaries who visit these 
districts are obliged not .ouly to bring with them bread and wine for the 
Holy Sacrifice, but also food and every other necessary, not without 
very great inconvenience. 

“ There are no post-offices, and no means of sending letters unless a 
person sends them by hand to the chief city of the kingdom. 

“ The language of the inhabitants is the Irish, wherefore only natives 
of Ireland are suited for these missions, till such time as priests from 
the districts themselves be educated in the colleges on the Continent. 

“ The Catholics live in peace in the district of Glengarry, under Earl 
Mac Donnell ; also in those mountain districts which belong to the 
Marquis of Huntley, and in the islands of Uist, Barra, and Morar, which 
are the most remote from the government residences. 

“ Such is the severity of the laws, that the practice of the Catholic 
religion is not allowed ; in the Highlands, however, and remote islands, 
these laws are not carried into execution. 

“ The present missionaries are two Franciscan friars' viz.. Father 


• Appendix, No. 45 and 46. 
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Mark and Father Francia MacDonnell, sent thither hy the Sacred 
Congregation ; there is also one secular priest (a missionary of the 
Sacred Congregation), whose name is Francis White,* and a school- 
master in the Glengarry district named Eugene MacAlaster. The 
Father White, whom I have mentioned, often visits the islands and 
the lands of Glengarry and all the mountain districts, as far as he is 
able, and in doing so he endures great fatigue and suffering, willingly, 
however, on account of his great zeal for the salvation of souls ; hence 
all this country is greatly indebted to him, and he is a native of Ireland. 

“ The schoolmaster is scarcely tolerated in Glengarry, despite the 
protection of the lord of that territory ; and there is but little hope of 
another master being found to succeed the present one in that toilsome 
position. 

“ There was also another Irish missionary in the Highlands, named 
Duigen; he, however, has left that mission, and now Father White 
alone remains. 

** The few missionaries who are in the mountainous districts, are 
wholly insufficient for the wants of the Catholics, especially in winter, 
when the roads are almost wholly impracticable ; wherefore we pray 
that other Irish priests may be sent thither, and Father White under- 
takes to find such priests through his brother,! who is Yicar in the 
diocese of Limerick in Ireland ; this is the more necessary as the; 
Franciscans, on account of their bad health, cannot long continue on 
that mission.’’ 

The second Report was made by a Scotch priest after visiting 
all the districts of this mission. He writes : — 

The Highland families are, for the most part. Catholic, or pre- 
pared to be so, if they had priests to instruct them ; those, however, of 
the Lowlands are most fierce heretics, and hate the Highlanders on 
account of their religion. 

“ The Highlanders are of an excellent disposition, quick of intellect, 
and taking a special delight in the 'pursuit of knowledge ; they are 
desirous of novelties, and have an unbounded ' passion for ingenious 
inventions, so that no greater favour can be conferred on them than to 
educate their children, and render them suited to become priests or 
ecclesiastics. 

“ Their untiring constancy in all matters is truly surprising, and is 
admitted and extolled even by their enemies, particularly in regard of 
religion, which they continue to profess, as much as the severity of the 
persecution, and the total want of priests permit. 

“ Their arms are, two-edged swords, large shields, bows and arrows, 
which they still continue to use, adding to them, however, fire-arms, 
which they manage with admirable dexterity . 

•In a letter written 25th September, 1679, Dr. Winster announces the death 
of tnis missionary, and atlds, that “he might justly be styled the Apostle of the 
Hebrides and neighboxiring districts,” a gran ragione si pud chiamare Apostdo 
degli Elrridi e vicini. 

t This was Dr. Caspar White, Vicar Capit. of Limerick, till the appointment 
of Dr. Dowley as Vicar- Apostolic in 1669. 
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“ They still retain the language and costume of their earliest fore- 
fathers, so that their dress is not very dissimilar from that of the 
ancient statues in Rome, loosely covered from the waist to the knee, and 
a honnet on the head. 

Almost all the families are Catholic, or disposed to receive the 
Catholic faith, if, for no other reason, at least to imitate their ancestors, 
who were so zealous in the cause of religion. Nay more, many of 
these families have suffered, and actually suffer for this sole reason, not 
only in Parliament, where the nobility of the Lowlands have a large 
majority, but also in the courts of justice, where they arc oppressed 
by the greater number and authority of their enemies ; and the heretic 
Judges give sentence against them, even though their cause be most just, 
deeming them rebels for not conforming to the established Religion. 

“ The remaining Scoto-Irish are heretics, more through ignorance 
than malice ; they cease not, however, to cherish a great esteem for 
the Catholics, as appears in many things. 

“ If a priest visits them they show him more respect, and honour 
him more than their own ministers.^' In fact, the heretics amongst 
the Highlanders surpass in reverence for our priests the very Catho- 
lics of the Lowlands. 

“ They, moreover, retain many Catholic usages, such as making the 
sign of the Cross, the Invocation of Saints, and sprinkling themselves with 
holy water, which they anxiously ask from their Catholic neighbours. 

“ In sickness they make pilgrimages to the ruins of the old churches * 
and chapels which yet remain, as of the most noble monastery of Iona, 
where St. Columba was Abbot, also of the chapels of Ghierlock, and 
Appecrosse, and Glengarry, which were once dedicated to the saints. 
They also visit the holy springs, which yet retain the names of the 
saints to whom they were dedicated ; and it has often pleased the most 
High to restore to their health those who visited these ruins or drank 
at these springs, invoking the aid of the Saints. 

“ The enmity of the Lowlanders has been a source of great injury to 
the Scoto-Irish, especially since heresy began to domineer in Scotland ; 
for the inhabitants of the Lowlands being most furious heretics (with 
the exception of some few w'hom the Catholic missionaries restored to 
the bosom of the Church), and seeing the Highlanders most constant 
in the faith, and that there is no hope of alienating them from the 
Catholic Church, seek, by all possible means, to excite odium against 
them, designating them barbarians, impious, enemies of the reformed 
creed, &c. ; and they hesitate not to affirm of them everything that 
can be suggested by detraction and their own excessive hatred; and 
they even deem it a glorious deed to show contempt for, or cast ridicule 
on a Highlander.”! 

* In an addition to this “Report,” made, 1 presume, by the agent of the 
Scottish Church in Rome, it is said, “the priest is styled by the islanders, tend 
known by the name coronalus ; they venerate and caress him much more than 
their own preachers.” 

t Lord Macaulay has manifested this same spirit in our ow'n times, never 
omitting any opportunity to blacken the character and religion of the Scoto-Irish. 
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THE REVENUE OF THE IRISH SEES. 


One of the first acts of the reformed Church in Ireland was to 
appropriate to itself everything that the piety of our forefathers 
had offered to God for the support of the ministers of the altar. 
Nor did this suffice: taxes were levied, new appropriations made, 
new government grants sanctioned in order to. advance the 
interests of the Protestant church ; however, all was fruitless; the 
ministers of that church could never say enough; when they were 
upbraided with the failure of their mission and preaching, they 
always imputed it to the want of sufficient means ; but despite 
every additional increase, the curse of barrenness ever weighed 
upon their ministry. 

As early as 1576, Sir Henry Sydney, who had six times been 
at the head of the Irish government, in a report to the Queen, 
declares, “ your Majesty may believe it, that, upon the face of 
the earth where Christ is professed, there is not a church in so 
miserable a case, the misery of which consisteth in these three 
particulars — the ruin of the very temples themselves, the want of 
good ministers to serve in them, competent living for the minis- 
ters.” Thirty years later we find another report from Sir John 
Davies to Robert, Earl of Salisbury. Speaking of the dioceses 
of Kilmore and Ardagh, he says — “ The vicarages are so poorly 
endowed, that ten of them being united, will scarce suffice to main- 
tain an honest minister. . . . But the incumbents, both parsons 
and vicars, did appear to be such poor, ragged, ignorant creatures, 
as we could not esteem any of them worthy of the meanest of 
these livings.” Nevertheless, in the same page he informs us 
that “ the bishop, Robert Draper, is a man of this country birth, 
worth well nigh £400 a-year. He doth live now in these parts, 
where he hath two bishoprics ; but there is no divine service or 
sermon to be heard within either of his dioceses.” (Davies, Tracts, 
page 266.) 

Again, when Bishop Bedell complained to the Lord Deputy 
that “in this kingdom of his Majesty, the Pope hath another 
kingdom far greater in number” (Strafford letters, i. 147), in other 
words, that Protestantism had been as yet unable to make any 
progress in Ireland, the Parliament, without delay, “ passed 
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several acts for improving the temporal estates of the church,”* 
so much so, that the prelates and clergy assembled at Dublin 
presented an address to the King (Charles I.), in which, after 
commemorating how they had lately been “ dejected and depressed 
to the lowest degree of misery f and contempt by the wars and 
confusion of former times, having their churches ruined, their 
habitations left desolate, their possessions alienated, their persons 
scorned, their very lives hourly subject to the bloody attempts of 
rebellious traitors,” they declare “ that the bounty and piety of 
his sacred Majesty, and of his blessed father, had not only made 
restitution of that which the iniquity of former ages had robbed 
them of, but also enriched them with new and princely endow- 
ments, which favours did become more sweet whilst entertained 
by them as pledges of his future unexhausted goodness.” The 
benevolence of the crown did not even stop here, and a little 
before Dr. Plunket’s appointment to the see of Armagh, we find 
a large portion of the forfeited property of those who had lost 
their lives in defence of the royal cause, and who nevertheless 
were designated with an unheard-of ingratitude, Irish Papists^ 
rebels^ and enemies^ allotted to increase the revenues of the ministers 
of the Protestant church. (14 & 15 Chas. II. chap. 2.) 

In one of his letters. Dr. Plunket values the revenues of the 
Protestant Archbishop of Armagh at 20,000 scudi, or £5,000. 
In 1539 the valuation of the see amounted to only £183 17s. 5id. ; 
in 1618 it had increased to £400; in 1635, as we learn from-Sir 
James Ware, the rents amounted to £735 4s. 4d. per annum, and 
thus they gradually swelled, until, at the present day, we find the 
gross amount of the yearly revenues of the see, as stated in the 
Keport of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, to be £17,669 16s. 7d. 

Whilst, despite all human efforts, and this ever-increasing re- 
venue, the Protestant church in Ireland was seen subject to a 
gradual decay, we are supplied by Dr. Plunket with accurate 
intelligence as to the earthly means with which the Catholic 
Priests and Bishops were supported whilst they cheerfully led on 
their flocks to martyrdom, and overcame, in an unceasing victory, 
all the powers of this world leagued against them. In many of 
his letters the Primate will be found to dwell upon this subject; 
but we shall select two as sufficient for our present purpose ; in one 
of these, whilst he petitions the Holy See to succour the Bishop 
of Kildare, he draws a general picture of the poverty of the Irish 

^ See Mant, L 482. 

t Thomas Moygne, Protestant Bishop of Kilmore and Ardagh, in 1625, when 
giving a general prosi)ect of the Irish establishment, declares that “ in conse- 
quence of the poverty of the clergy, the church will soon be brought to decay.” 
(See Parr’s Collection, page 322.) 
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church, and in the other he presents in detail the individual re- 
venues of our various sees. 

The first letter is dated from Dublin, the 13th of August, 
1677:— 


“ Since tllo beginning of the heresy and schism in this kingdom, no 
parish priest or prelate of the orthodox creed had any possessions, lands, 
or fixed revenue, the churches, with all their emoluments, being seized on 
by the Protestant ministers, who continue to enjoy them to the present 
day ; so that our ecclesiastics are obliged to depend for their support on 
the oblations of the poor Catholic families, who, according to their 
means, make certain offerings to their parish priests, that is, about 
two shillings in the year ; and, generally speaking, the bishops have 
no other revenue than the offering of £1, which is annually made by 
each of the parish priests, so that the greater the number of the parish, 
priests, the larger will be the revenue of the bishops. Some dioceses 
have sixty priests ; others forty ; others thirty ; others fifteen ; others 
only seven, as Clonmacnoise, Kilfenora, &c. Hence it arises that in 
some dioceses it is impossible for a bishop to have sufficient revenue to 
support a clerk of S. Girolamo della Caritk.* It is certain that Dr. 
Forstall, of Kildare, wffiose little diocese is only five or six miles from 
Dublin, and having only fifteen priests, yields him no more than £15 
per annum, has not sufficient revenue to maintain a servant, even of a 
low grade. I don’t know how poor religious subsist when they are 
appointed bishops, for such revenue cannot suffice to support a bishop’s 
servant: and this extreme poverty renders their dignity despicable 
with Catholics as well as Protestants. The Viceroy on one occasion 
said to me that he was not, and never would be, a persecutor of eccle- 
siastics ; but that he was surprised how bishops were sent to this 
kingdom without their having sufficient means for their support. I 
told his Excellency, in reply, that our prelates imitated those of the 
primitive Church. Yes, ho said, but they are far different from those 
of France and Spain. But, I replied, the bishops of France and Spain, 
when it may be necessary, are ready to act in the same manner. I 
must say, however, that at the present day it does not suit the epis- 
copal dignity to be held by mendicants ; and the poverty of the bishops 
prevents their conversing with the Protestants, from which great good 
might be derived. Now, few of the bishops have a better opportunity 
of communicating with the Protestants than the Bishop of Kddare, who 
is a learned, prudent, and grave prelate, and esteemed by all who know 
him. As his church does not yield him more than £15 per annum, he 
might receive the administration of the adjoining diocese of Leighlin, 
which has likewise about fifteen or sixteen priests, and thus he might 
be able to live yuxta miserias patrice. The diocese of Leighlin, of 
itself, would not be able to maintain a bishop, and it would be better 
that it should be held in administration by a learned bishop, than be 
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governed by a vicar-capitular. A bishop could administer confirma- 
tion there, consecrate clialices and altars ; and ho would also be a 
greater consolation to the Catholics than a vicar-general. I beseech 
you, therefore, to see that this worthy prelate. Dr. Forstall, may, 
in addition to his own diocese, receive the administration of Leighlin, 
which measure will redound to the greater glory of God and the con- 
solation of the Leighlin Catholics, and is deserving of the charity and 
zeal of your Excellency.” 

Besides this general picture of the extreme poverty of our 
Irish sees, we have another letter of Dr. Plunket, in which he 
presents in detail the precise revenues of nearly all the various 
dioceses. It was written about the close, of the year 1673, and is 
as follows: — 

“ On the Vigil of Christmas Mgr. Daniel Makey, Bishop of Down 
and Connor, most perfectly obeyed the last edict, and departed not only 
from Ireland, but also from the world, to enjoy now, as we hope, a 
country and a kingdom, where he will be free from the Parliament of 
England and its edicts. lie was a good theologian, educated in Spain, 
and chaplain for many years of D. Pedro, of Aragon. At his death 
he had no more than thirty-five bajocchi (eighteen pence), so that to 
have even a private funeral it was necessary to sell a part of his goods. 

“ I take the present opportunity of sending to the Sacred Congre- 
gation an account of a matter of some importance, and the effect of 
this report will be, I hope, to prevent, for some time, the appointment 
of any more bishops for this kingdom, and my opinion is based on the 
poverty of the various dioceses, which is, indeed, astounding. The 
following is the annual revenue of all my suffragan sees : — 

£ s. 


The Primatial See of Armagh, 

62 

0 

The diocese of Meath, 

70 

0 

„ „ of Clogher, 

45 

0 

„ „ of Derry, 

40 

0 

„ United dioceses of Down and Connor, 

25 

0 

,, Diocese of llaphoe, 

20 

0 

,, „ of Kilmore, 

35 

0 

„ „ of Ardagh, 

30 

0 

„ „ of Dromore, 

17 

10 

,, „ Clonmacnoise, 

7 

10 


These are all the sees, with their revenues, in the province of Armagh. 
You may hence reflect and ponder how little it becomes the dignity of 
the episcopal character to be bishops in dioceses which cannot yield a 
sufficient support. 

“ Moreover, I know for certain, that the Metropolitan sees of 
Dublin, and Cashel, and Tuam, do not yield £40 each per annum. 
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It is true, that the diocese of Elphin, which is a suffragan see of the 
Archbishop of Tuam, yields about £50, and the diocese of Killaloe, in 
the province of Cashel, yields about £55 ; but of the other dioceses not 
one exceeds £25. 

The churches of Ireland, however, as they are in the hands of the 
Protestants, are very rich ; for instance, the Protestant Primate derives 
from the lands and possessions of the church of Armagh £5,000 per 
annum, and the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin has about £3,000. 
But the Catholic Primate and Archbishop have only the revenues 
which I mentioned above; whence you may conclude how inex- 
pedient it is to appoint any more bishops in this kingdom : and should 
any such be appointed, it will be necessary for the Sacred Congrega- 
tion to supply them with revenues, as it does for the bishops in the 
Indies, and ad orientales injidelium plagas. I have two suffragans, Dr. 
Plunket, Bishop of Meath, brother of the Earl of Fingall, who for the 
past twenty-six years has served the Sacred Congregation with the 
greatest integrity, even at a time when there was no other bishop to 
act in Ireland. The other is Dr. Patrick Duffy, Bishop of Clogher, 
who even ventured to take possession of his see at the moment when 
the persecution was about to burst forth. 

“ The Archbishop of Tuam has two suffragans, that is, the Bishops 
of Clonfert and Elphin. 

“ The Archbishop of Cashel has two also in his province, the Bishops 
of Waterford and Killaloe ; there is also a third, but he lives in France, 
viz., the Bishop of Kilfenora. 

“ The Archbishop of Dublin has one suffragan, the Bishop of Ossory, 
who is in Ireland ; and another, the Bishop of Ferns, a worthy prelate, 
but who, for many years past, has fixed his domicile in France. In 
my humble judgment the Metropolitan, with one suffragan Bishop, 
would be quite sufficient in each province. 

“ From this report a question of curiosity will, perhaps, suggest 
itself to your Excellency, how, forsooth, I and the other prelates succeed 
in making out these few shillings? Each parish priest gives us per annum 
for proxy one pound sterling, which is equal to twenty shillings, or four 
scudi. But you will ask how is the parish priest maintained? I answer, 
that each family or each head of a family gives four juli, that is, two 
shillings per annum to the parish priest ; then for his trouble in baptism 
he receives one shilling; for every matrimony, Is. 6d., or three juli. 
From which it follows, that where there are most Catholic families, 
there the parish priest is richest; I should rather say, less poor 
and miserable. In the diocese of Down and Connor, as also in many 
other dioceses, there is a large number of Presbyterians (who are 
especially numerous in Ulster), of Anabaptists, and Quakers, and hence 
these dioceses are exceedingly poor. And it must here bo remarked, 
that the Presbyterians, who are an offshoot of Protestantism, are more 
numerous than Catholics and Prote.stants together. 

“You thus see the state of the ecclesiastical riches of the Catholic 
Bishops of this kingdom, and I assure you that during the past four 
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years I would have been reduced to beggary were it not for a few 
pence that I had set aside, but which are now wholly exhausted. 

“ I pray you to send this letter to Mgr. llavizza, who is the present 
Secretary of Propaganda, as I have been informed. I already requested 
you to direct your letters to me thus — F&r Mr. Thomas Cox, DuUin, 
and they will surely reach me without being intercepted. I now make 
my reverence to you from my hiding-place, on the Peast of the Holy 
Innocents, 1673. I wish you a most happy new year, replete with 
every felicity.” 

The revenue of £62 for the diocese of Armagh was the normal 
sum which the Archbishop should receive, considering the number 
of clergy in the diocese ; but when the persecution was let loose 
with redoubled fury against our Church, many of the priests 
were scattered, and all were reduced to such poverty that few 
could contribute anything to the support of their chief Pastor; 
and hence we more than once find Dr. Plunket, in his subsequent 
letters, declaring that at intervals he did not receive twenty scudi, 
that is, £5, per annum from his diocese, and, whilst a small 
thatched hut was his only residence, he eat oaten bread with 
avidity, which, with a little milk, was often his only sustenance. 


I 

CHAPTER XVII. 

SOME SPECIAL EVENTS OF DR. PLUNKET’s EPISCOPATE. 


1670. 

The accusations which, from time to time, were made against 
the primate by those whose enmity he had awakened by his 
spirit of religion, and his zeal in the correction of abuses, gave 
Iiirn more than once occasion to refer in his correspondence with 
the Holy See to some facts of the early years of his episcopate, 
which, perhaps, would otherwise have remained wholly unknown 
to us. Thus, in 1672, he was accused of having deported himself 
during his episcopate in a manner unbecoming of his sacred cha- 
racter. In reply Dr. Plunket thus writes on the 2nd April, 
1672:— 
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** Monsignor, I predicted some time ago that should I publish the 
decree in favour of the Dominicans, endless calumnies would be circu- 
lated against me. I assure your Excellency that since the present 
Viceroy came to this kingdom (that is to say, during the past two 
years), there is no living being that can accuse me of having performed 
an action unbecoming of my sacred character. I pray you to mark 
well this assertion. Yes ; distingue tempera et conciliabis Scripturas, 
During the time of Koberts, the preceding Viceroy, who was my enemy 
and persecuted me, I was obliged, in order to conceal myself, to go under 
the name of Captain Bruno (Brown), with my sword, and a wig, and 
pistols, &c. ; this lasted for two or three months. 

Thus we learn that during the first months of his episcopate, 
whilst the Primate was visiting his diocese, and administering 
Confirmation and convening diocesan synods, the sword of perse- 
cution was all the while suspended over his head, and that he was 
obliged to disguise himself under the dress and manner of a 
layman. 

A little later, in consequence of some representations made in 
Rome, unfavourable to the Primate, the secretary of the Sacred 
Congregation deemed it his duty to convey to him a strong, yet 
friendly admonition. This elicited the beautiful answer of Dr. 
Plunket, dated 23rd February, 1671 : — 

“ I received your most welcome letter of the 20th of December, and 
I assure you that though it was conceived in strong terras, yet when I 
reflected on all the circumstances, it afibrded me much more comfort 
than affliction ; for I knew that the correction was truly fraternal, given 
by one who loved me with sincere afiection, and I am sure that that 
amor erat mutuus, for I ever loved and revered your Excellency as my 
benefactor, and as the promoter of the spiritual good of my country, as 
is well known to all in this northern world. Moreover, I was well 
aware that all that was said against me was false, and that it proceeded 
merely from envy ; everything that I undertook as to the removal of 
abuses and the promotion of the spiritual good of my country being 
blessed with success by God ; and this, although many of the things 
that I undertook were arduous, such as the opening of public schools, 
the holding of a Provincial Synod in the celebrated town of Clones, 
and especially the obtaining pardon for a large number of outlawed 
gentlemen, and for hundreds of Catholic families who were prosecuted 
by government for having intercourse with them. The most difficult 
task, however, was the removal of Terence Kelly, Vicar of Derry. He 
had such influence with the Protestants that he made my two imme- 
diate predecessors tremble, and procured the imprisonment of more 
than one visitator. I went in person to the diocese of Deny, convoked 
the clergy, suspended his jurisdiction, and appointed in his stead Dr. 
Conwell, a learned and holy man. I was accused before the lay tribu- 
nal, but the unfortunate man found that he was anticipated even in the 
court of the Viceroy, and in that of the Governor of Ulster, the Earl of 
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Charlemont, and then he cried out in a loud voice, “ the Italian Pri- 
mate, the Roman Primate has unhorsed me.” The Earl of Charlemont 
has not molested even one ecclesiastic since my arrival here ; he is also 
so friendly with me, that on one occasion, seeing me somewhat afraid, 
he said to me, ‘Have no fear, no one shall dare touch you ; and when you 
want to administer confirmation, don’t go any more to the mountains, 
but come to the court-yard of my palace. He made me a present during 
my life of a garden and excellent orchard, with two fields, and a fine 
house. It is in an excellent position. As to the Viceroy, it is notorious 
that he has such an esteem forme, as even to conciliate in my behalf the 
favour of the King. Dr. Brennan, who has my cipher, wiU teU more to 
your Excellency. Suffice it to say that ho granted me the lives of three 
Catholics who had been prosecuted and condemned in the city of Ennis- 
killen. The Earl of Drogheda allows me to have a public church, with 
bells, &c., in my diocese, within his district, which are exempt from 
the royal jurisdiction. No few er than nine times have I been accused 
before the Viceroy, on account of the schools, and -for exercising 
foreign jurisdiction. This nobleman, however, always brought the 
charges to his own court, and thus they were quashed. 

“ In the province of Munster the Earl of Orrery has prohibited 
assemblages for Mass : the Earl of Kingstown, too, has expelled the 
clergy from the city of Galway, the capital of the province of Tuam ; 
and the accusations of Martin French against the Archbishop of Tuam 
have been admitted. In Dublin, the schools which were commenced 
at Saggart have been upset, and the Remonstrants give annoyance to 
the Archbishop and others, summoning them before the Court of the 
Viceroy. Yet in my province I have had no annoyance, nor has any 
accusation been admitted either against me or against any of my clergy, 
although I drove away all the' Remonstrants, so that not one of them 
remains.” 

Another letter of Dr. Plunket, written on the 30th December, 
1670, and addressed to Dr. Brennan, then agent for the Irish 
clergy in the Eternal City, gives many particulars as to the 
events of this year : — 


“ It was most consoling to me to receive intelligence that Mgr. 
Baldeschi was pleased with the course that I have pursued in my pro- 
vince, and you may assure him that the best relations exist between 
me and Dr. Talbot, and that on various occasions I most earnestly 
exerted myself with the Viceroy in his behalf, and that were it not 
for my interference he would have been expelled long since from the 
kingdom. 

" The agent of the Duke of Ormond is a certain Mr. Matthews, with 
whom I never spoke one syllable. Mr. John Patrick is as much an 
agent of Ormond as you are : on the other hand he is a good Catholic, 
and of great influence with the Viceroy, and he is a mortal enemy of 
Walsh, and on these accounts I have held communication with him. 
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There is, however, a coolness between him and Dr. Talbot, on account 
of some family matters. 

“ The Bishop of Meath visited his diocese twice this year, and this 
is as certain as that you made the visitation of the Seven Churches. 

I more than once wrote to you, that the Viceroy is nowise a 
friend of Ormond, and much less of Peter Walsh, whom he regards as 
a great schemer : the Viceroy, however, does not always make known 
his mind on this matter. John Everard, a Franciscan, agent of Walsh 
in this kingdom, presented a memorial to the Council of State in 
Dublin against those Franciscan friars w’ho went from this province to 
the General Chapter held last year, saying that they went thither to 
procure the condemnation of Walsh ; I hope, however, it will be 
unsuccessful, on account of the aversion of the Viceroy for Walsh. 

“ The Earl of Orrery, President of the province of Cashel, pub- 
lished a proclamation against the assembling together of Catholics for 
Mass ; he afterwards started for England ; he is a mortal enemy of the 
Viceroy. The President of Tuam has also begun to give annoyance to 
the Catholics in the city of Galway. 

In the province of Armagh the clergy and Catholics enjoy a perfect 
peace. The Earl of Charlemont, being friendly with me, defends me 
in every emergency. Being once in the town of Dungannon to admi- 
nister confirmation, and the Governor of the place having prevented 
me from doing so, the Earl not only severely reproved the Governor, 
but told me to go to his own palace, when I ‘pleased, to give confirma- 
tion, or to say Mass there if I wished. 

“ The magistrate of the city of Armagh having made an order to 
the effect that all the Catholics should accompany him to the heretical 
service every Sunday, under penalty of a half crown per head, for 
each time they would absent themselves, I appealed to the President 
of the province against this decree, and he cancelled it, and commanded 
that neither clergy nor Catholic laity should be molested. 

‘‘ Dr. James Cusack has been put in nomination for the Vicariate 
Apostolic of Clogher in this province. J can attest that he is a man 
of great merit for his learning, and prudence and earnestness in op- 
posing Walsh. 

“ Mr. Thomas Fitzsymons deports himself so well in this province, 
that I know no one more deserving than he is. There is another named 
Patrick Mulderig, Vicar- General of Down, who labours with great fruit 
and zeal. Both one and the other deserve the patronage of Mgr. 
Baldeschi, should it be intended to nominate pastors for the vacant dio- 
ceses of this province.” 

On the 10th of the same month (lOtli December, 1670) Dr. 
Plunket pointed out some disorders which he had met with in his 
visitations, and which may serve to convey a more complete idea 
of the state of the province of Armagh at this period ; — 

Having journeyed a good deal during the past summer, and made 
the visitation of six dioceses, it becomes my duty to mention some 
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abuses that I remarked, that thus the Sacred Congregation may 
apply duo remedies. The first is, a vrarm dispute between the Domi- 
nicans and Franciscans, especially in the County Fermanagh, where they 
dispute not only about the limits of their questing, but also about the 
convent itself. A remedy would have been applied to this in our Council 
of Clones, were it not that their Procurators said that they would 
arrange the matter amongst themselves, and prevent all scandals for 
the future. In the month of October I wished again to terminate 
the matter, but they again told me that their Procurators in Rome 
had brought the matter before the Sacred Congregation ; the question 
being thus before a higher tribunal, I did not think it proper to put 
my hands in it. 

** Another dispute exists between the secular and regular clergy 
about questing at the Altar during the Parochial Mass. 

But there is another still greater disorder, viz., that in not one of 
the ten dioceses of this pronnce is there a canonical and legitimate 
Chapter nor are there any Canons or Dignitaries legitimately appointed. 
The Priests and Vicars axictoritaie propria nominate the Archdeacons, 
Deacons, Treasurers, Canons, &c. In all the dioceses that I \dsited, I 
declared the Chapters null, as the forming of Chapters and the nomi- 
nation of Dignitaries belonged to the Holy See, and not to the clergy 
of the diocese. I, consequently, have Avritten requesting authority 
from the Holy See to institute Chapters in these dioceses, that thus 
the election of the Vicars Capitular may be valid ; or should it be more 
pleasing, the names of five or six subjects of each diocese can be trans- 
mitted to Rome, that thus the Bulls of nomination may bo expedited 
in form. I will be happy to do whatever the Sacred Congregation may 
command to reform these abuses. 

In the month of July of this year Dr. Brennan, agent of the 
Irish Bishops, presented to the Sacred Congregation a petition in 
the names of “ Oliver Plunket, Archbishop of Armagh and 
Primate of Ireland, Peter Talbot, Archbishop of Dublin, Wil- 
liam Burgatt, Archbishop of Cashel, and James Lynch, Arch- 
bishop of Tuam,” that the Archiepiscopal Pallium might be 
granted to them. Before the close of the year two were trans- 
mitted to Dr. Plunket for himself and the Archbishop of Dublin. 
It was only at a later period that it was granted to the other 
Archbishops. 


1671. 

On the 26th September, 1671, the Internunzio in Brussels 
thus writes to the Secretary of the Sacred Congregation : — 


* AfU'rward Gartlinal Norfolk. 
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“ Father Howard* has written, informing me that the Viceroy, 
Berkeley, has left London for Ireland, and that ho had held many pleas- 
ing conversations with him about the affairs of that kingdom. Ho 
adds, that the King, at his solicitation and that of Berkeley, had 
granted to the Archbishop of Armagh an annual sum of £200, and that 
the Viceroy took on himself the charge of having that sum paid from 
the Irish revenue of the King. 

“ Howard also mentions his having baptized a child in the Queen’s 
Chapel, she acting as God-Mother, and the Duke of York as God- 
Father, in the presence of the King, who read in the book used by the 
Priest the ceremonial of the Baptism. The Duke of York, not being 
Catholic, another Catholic gentleman answered the interrogatories 
which are prescribed. 

“ The King has placed the Great Chapel of St. James at the dis- 
posal of the Portuguese Ambassador. Their Majesties, with the Duke 
and the remainder of the Court, were preparing to go the to country 
to the house of the Duke of Norfolk, brother of Father Howard. 

“ I wrote on yesterday a strong letter to the Archbishop of Dublin, 
exhorting him to keep up friendly relations with the Archbishop of 
Armagh, and I wrote to the latter in the same strain in regard to the 
Archbishop of Dublin. I sent to the • Archbishop of Dublin the Brief 
for Dr. Luke Wadding, &c.” 

The letters of the primate commemorate many interesting 
facts connected with this period. Thus he writes on the 20th 
May, 1671:— 

“ The Earl of Inchiquin, a Catholic and influential nobleman, has a 
relative, named Thady O’Brien, who is a good and learned man. All 
the Bishops of Ireland have prayed that this man might be promoted 
to the See of Cork, a favour for which the Earl is most desirous. 

“ This morning a serious accident occurred here (Dublin). The 
house within the Castle, in which the armour was deposited, took fire, 
and about 24,000 scudi worth of arms was consumed. Our Viceroy 
did not merit this misfortune. Even his own palace ran great risk. 
I wrote to you already praying you to allow a missionary stipend 
to three Jesuits who now teach, and will continue to teach in my 
diocese ; if this be not granted, I shall have no means to support 
them, and the glorious work that I have undertaken will fall to the 
ground, to the great detriment of religion. 

“ The adherents of Walsh are now prostrate, nor is there any danger 
of their raising their heads during the present Government, as the 
Lord Chancellor is but little favourable to them. 

“Dublin, 20th May, 1671.” 

The letter of Dr. Plunket, without date, but transmitted to 
Rome, In October, 1 672, refers to a striking occurrence of the 
preceding year: — 

“ You place reliance,” he writes, “ on the moderation of our future 
Viceroy, Essex. Up to the present we have enjoyed great peace, and 
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I sailed along with the favourable wind with sails unfurled ; but 
for the future, till I find what winds will blow, I will steer very 

cautiously. As to the expense of letters how many have I 

written to your Excellency and to the Sacred Congregation, and how 
many letters have I received ! You have my letters, but in a certain 
emerymcy, when an outburst of persecution was feared in Armagh, I had 
to burn all my foreign letters, even the Brief of my Consecration. This 
happened last June twelve months on the Vigil of tit. John's, when it was 
circulated by the Presbyterians that the Catholics had conspired to murder 
on that night all the Protestants. The Viceroy was then in London.” 

Writing on the 2nd August, 1671, after referring to the dis- 
turbances that were occasioned in Galway by the recriminations 
of French and his opponents, he adds: — 

“ They are anxious that I should go to extinguish this fire, by which 
the whole province is consumed, and which occasions great scandal. I, 
however, have no money to undertake such a journey, for it is in the 
most distant part of the kingdom. I solemnly assure, that when ni)' 
debts are paid, 100 scudi do not remain to me in this world: by my 
visitations of the province, the building of schools, and the maintaining 
of the Jesuit Fathers, my own support, and the expense of letters, homo 
and foreign, totaliter exhaustus sum. It is now two years since I left 
Rome, and I think I maintained this correspondence better than any 
of my brethren — plus omnibus laboravi — and never did I give repose to 
my mind or hands — let all be to the greater glory of God. 

“ The good Archbishop of Tuam has suffered, and yet suffers more 
than can be conceived ; and it grieves the poor man more that he is not 
able to attend to the government of his province on account of so many 
summonses before the Courts, than all his other sufferings. 

“ We are here awaiting from day to day the arrival of our Viceroy, 
Berkeley, which is wished for by all : those whom he left at the head 
of the Government acted with great moderation. The poor Catholic 
gentry laboured hard with their load of taxes this year ; every one had 
to pay to the King an entire year’s income; this reduced them to 
the straitest circumstances, and also impoverished our Clergy, which 
has no other revenue than the voluntary offerings of the faithful : we 
are here as in the primitive church. It is said that a similar tax will 
not be levied for the future. God grant it may be so ; and with a 
profound reverence I remain, &c.” 

Again, on the 9th of August, he writes to the luternunzio: — 

“ The Earl of Orrery, President of the province of Cashel, has 
published a most annoying edict against the clergy, in the cities of 
Cork and Limerick, prohibiting their saying Mass in these cities, and 
hence they have to go out to the country to celebrate Mass. 

“ In many of the dioceses of my province there is only one member 
of the chapter, viz., a Dean or Archdeacon : when the see becomes 
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vacant, this member, inira octo dies, eligit Vicarium Generalem ; esl ne 
electio valida ? 

“ As the Roman climate is not agreeing with Dr. Brennan, and he 
is, conse<iuently, obliged to return to Ireland, the bishops of this king- 
dom send as their agent to the Roman Court Dr. Peter Creagh : he 
studied in Rome, and knows the Italian language ; he is a gentlemanly 
man, and I am sure that he will be esteemed by your Excellency, and 
that he will well discharge the office entrusted to him.” 

On the 17th of the same month he again writes: — 

“ A most painful event happened in the town of Ross, in the dio- 
cese of Ferns. A certain Nicholas Nugent, of the Society of Jesus, 
challenged the Protestant minister to a dispute. Amongst other things 
the Protestant minister asked him did he admit that the King was the 
head of the church in this kingdom. Father Nicholas replied that 
the King was master in temporal or civil things, but that flie Pope was 
head in spiritual matters. During the dispute Father Nicholas also 
called the Bible used by the Protestants a false Bible, full of errors, 
and hence not to be styled the word of God. The polite minister 
cited the good father in the month of July at the assizes of Ross. He 
was there tried for having used the above language, as also for having 
said Mass publicly, and was condemned to pay 130 scudi, as well as to 
one year’s imprisonment and the confiscation of all his goods. I must 
confess that the Father might have kept out of these questions and 
avoided these odious disputes, from which little good ever results, as 
experience has convinced us. When a person is found guilty oipramu- 
nire, the King only can pardon him. 

“ I wrote to your Excellency how the Earl of Orrery published an 
edict in Limerick and Cork, prohibiting Mass in these cities. A nice 
exchange we would have made, did we get him for our Viceroy, as it 
was desired by some. 

‘‘ Thanks to God, this province alia fruitur pace ; God grant that it 
may continue. Now that the great heat is over I shall make a visita- 
tion of the diocese of Raphoe, w'hich is the most remote one of my 
province, and distant 120 miles. Nevertheless you can direct your 
letters as before, for 1 shall have an agent in Dublin to receive 
them, and there is little danger of their being intercepted. I suppose 
you will have received before this the Briefs for those of my province.” 
07th Aug., 1671.) 

On the 2nd of October Dr. Plunket informs the Internunzio 
that he had had a lonp interview with the Viceroy, who re- 
marked, amongst other things, 

“ That many letters of Airoldi* and Baldeschif had been inter- 
cepted, but that they gave great satisfaction to the government : and 

• The Internunzio in Brussels. + The Secretary of Proiiagamla. 
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raising his voice, he said, if you follow their wise counsels and do not 
interfere in political or civil matters, you shall have no annoyance 
from the King. Ho also said that he had seen the printed instructions 
which are given to missionaries, and he praised them, especially the 
last, which exhorts all not to write about any temporal or political 
matters. He also said that some of my letters to Airoldi and Baldescbi 
had been intercepted, and that he always found great praises lavished 
on himself in them, for which he thanked me. I replied that this was 
only an act of justice on my part: he then said that ho caused all these 
letters to be diligently sealed and replaced in the post, and that he had 
given orders to have no further letters of mine intercepted or brought 
to him. I gave him infinite thanks for this, and after many ceremo- 
nies, I took my leave, in order to set out for the extreme north, that is, 
for the diocese of Derry. Oh, how opportune was the arrival of the . 
Brief for Dr. Conwell ; for, after the death of Terence Kelly, he and 
the Archdeacon of Derry disputed about jurisdiction ; however, the 
Brief will decide all. You will receive but few letters from me during 
this month, as I shall be in the extreme north ; but you can send your 
letters, with the direction, Mr. Oliver Plunket, Dublin : I will always 
direct mine for the future, a Mens, de Pruisson, Brussclls. I pray 
you to send all my letters to Monsignor Baldeschi, and to keep copies 
of them, that thus you may not forget the matters of which they treat, 
and may be able to refresh the memory of Monsignor Baldeschi about 
them: though, indeed, he has such a disposition to do good to this 
country, that one might suppose ho thought of it alone : God will 
remunerate him and your Excellency in this world and in the next. 

“ Dr. Brennan wrote to me more than once, that Monsignor Baldeschi 
would receive in Propaganda two youths of noble birth from my diocese: 
one is of the family of O’Neal, the noblest of this kingdom; the other 
is nephew of the Earl of Fingall and of Sir Nicholas Plunket, a most 
zealous Catholic, as all allow : and as our agent. Dr. Creagh, is about 
to start for Romo, and in two days will embark for Bourdeaux, and as 
he knows the French and Italian well, and is of most gentlemanly 
deportment, they will travel in his company, and I hope that they w'ill 
become learned and prudent and good labourers and prelates, in this 
kingdom, at their own good time. 

“ Oliver of Armagh. 

“ 2nd October, 1671.” 


1672. 

Early in February, 1672, the Papal Bull, granting a Jubilee 
to the faithful, in order to conciliate the aid of heaven in favour 
of the kingdom of Poland, was received by the Archbishops of 
Ireland. And though our records merely commemorate its having 
been received and published by them, yet we may rest assured 
that the heroic constancy which that nation displayed, and the 
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severe persecutions which it endured, awakened a lively interest, 
and enkindled an ardent devotion in the faithful people of Ireland. 

On the 2nd of April, 1672, Dr. Plunket thus wrote to the 
Internunzio ; — 

I have received your most agreeable note of the 22nd of March, 
and I am delighted that my letters were pleasing to you. 

“In the Diocesan Synod, after Easter, I will make a decree, prohi- 
biting the questing of religious at the parochial Mass ; for now, after 
the late decrees of the king, there is greater toleration, and they can 
solicit alms odiatim. 

“ During the past two years I expended in letters £58 sterling, and 
less than £25 per annum cannot suffice for them. I sent a receipt of 
Eather Superior of the Jesuit Residence for the money which he received 
from me, and a few days ago I gave him 20 scudi more, ’ as he alleged 
he had no money for their sustenance. Moreover, as one of the Fathers, 
called Father Browne, was engaged in preaching, I employed another 
priest to instruct the ecclesiastics ; he is a secular priest, and a very 
worthy man, and is named Edward Dromgole : I gave him his diet 
and 50 scudi during the past winter, and there were 56 priests in his 
class.” 

“ The diocese of Ardagh is very far from me, and the journey would 
be difficult in winter ; and hence I did not go in person to arrange 
matters there, but next May I will visit it. 

“ The affair of Harold costs me more than 50 scudi, but although I 
should have to pawn the mitre and the ring, I was resolved not to leave 
him till I saw him embarked. 

“ All the orders of the King, in favour of the Catholics, have been 
punctually executed by the Viceroy in every part of the kingdom, 
without any actual opposition : the enemies of our religion murmur, 
however, and say most extravagant things about the King and the 
Viceroy: the Catholics can now be sheriffs, and some have already 
been installed ; they also can be incorporated in the cities as they were 
before the last war of 1641. 

“ The pension that was allowed me by the King has vanished. The 
Earl of Ranelagh prevented it, as well as other expenses, under pretext 
of the poverty of the treasury : hence, if I do not receive some assis- 
tance from their Eminences, I shall be reduced to great misery.” 

Before the close of the year the Internunzio Airoldi was 
promoted from Brussels to Florence. Dr. Plunket, whilst he 
rejoiced at his promotion, laments the loss of his services to the 
Irish Church, which had been productive of so much good: — 

“I have received your letter,” he says, “of the 6th of December, 
and it occasions consolation at the same time and affliction, — joy and 
sadness ; and it gives occasion of congratulating your Excellency, and 
of condoling with this nation, which you found disturbed and agitated 
in spiritual matters, whilst you leave it in tranquillity and peace; and 
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now that Coppinfter has submitted, and that the Archbishop of Dublin 
and I are reconciled, I do not see what there is to disturb the kingdom. 
Even the Dominicans and Franciscans are now at peace, of which mat- 
ters I shall give a detailed account to Cardinals Altieri, fiospigliosi, 
and my other masters in the Eternal City. 

“ So then your Excellency goes to Florence, where Galileo and the 
Crusca are all the fashion; thence to Venice; afterwards to Madrid, 
and then to the Purple, which brings with it many other consequences. 
As hitherto I have been one of your most annoying correspondents from 
this kingdom, with my long and tedious letters, so I do not know if 
you will entirely get rid of mo in Florence, and I will continue my 
correspondence, together with my affectionate devotedness to your 
Excellency. 

“(22) 12th December, 1672. 

“ Oliver of Armagh.” 

Writing on the 16th of the same month, he acquaints the 
Sacred Congregation with the result of the Provincial Chapter 
of the Franciscan Fathers: — 

“ The Chapter of the Friars is over : it was a serious business to 
elect a Provincial and guardians that will last three years : one would 
imagine that it was the King of Poland was to be elected. At length 
a certain Father Kelly was made Provincial. In reality, however, this 
Chapter appointed four Provincials for the four provinces of Ireland: 
the Arch-Provincial will reside in Tuam: ha has three Deputies, with 
the title of Commissaries, in the other provinces — Father John Brady, 
a great defender of th& mare maffnum, in my province : Father James 
Darcy in Dublin ; and another, whose name I forget, in the province 
of Cashel.” 


1673. 

On the 8th of October, 1673, the Archbishop of Armagh 
thus wrote to the Intemunzio in Brussels: — 

“ Before my arrival in these northern kingdoms, there were but few 
Irish prelates that kept up correspondence with your predecessors; 
and I do not hesitate to say that I wrote more letters during the last 
four years than the Irish Bishops during the preceding thirty years. I 
moreover stimulated the other prelates to write and to correspond with 
the Holy See, and I expended about 400 scudi (£100) in this corres- 
pondence. 

‘ ‘ I found that the Catholic children were frequenting- Protestant 
schools, and hence I brought the Jesuits hither, who, for three years 
and three months, have held schools, to the great advantage of religion. 
In addition to the 500 scudi which I gave them in the first two years, 
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God alone knows all that I expended, in frequent journeys to Dublin, 
to reply to the memorials which the Protestant ministers and teachers 
presented to the Viceroy against the Jesuit schools. 

The few pence that I put together are now all gone, and my diocese 
gives me only 240 scudi a year. The Protestant primate has all the 
revenue, which amounts to £20,000 per annum, so that we are pre- 
cisely in the same condition as the bishops of the primitive Church. 

“ The whole kingdom, as far as regards ecclesiastical matters, enjoys 
at 'present the greatest peace. God grant that the next Parliament 
may give us no annoyance. Should anything of that nature happen 
3’’ou shall be infonned of it, and in conclusion I make a profound 
reverence,” 


1674. 

The long-threatened persecution against the Catholics was in 
this year let loose in all its fury. The clergy were everywhere 
obliged to fly to the woods and mountains to seek a refuge: still, 
as good shepherds, they did not neglect to visit and console their 
flocks, and often did they sacrifice their lives in this ministry of 
charity. The details of this persecution, as regards our primate, 
will be found in another chapter. Early in the year letters were 
addressed to him by the Sacred Congregation extolling his zeal 
and courage in braving the threatening storm, and on the 8th of 
May letters were again addressed to him renewing these com- 
mendations, and exhorting him to constancy and firmness of 
soul.* Other afflictions were added to the sword, and the Inter- 
nunzlo writes on the 11th of August, 1674: “ I received intelli- 
gence from various quarters that a great famine prevails in Ire- 
land, and that the greater part of its prelates are reduced to a 
most miserable condition, as they endure not only persecu- 
tion, but also the privation of those emoluments which they 
usually received from their dioceses-”* 

Dr. Plunket, writing on the 18th October, 1674, details many 
particular events of this afldicting year: — 

I am now in greater want than ever, and only sixty scudi now 
remain to me in this world, nor is there any hope of receiving aid 
from my diocese, the people are so poor. I think none of my col- 
leagues are so badly off, with the exception of the Archbishop of 

* Vide Notam Archiv. S. Congnis. 

t “ I)a pin parti vengo informato della gran carestia ch’ b in Ibernia e dello 
state miserabile nel quale si trovauo la maggior parte di quei Vescovi, aggiun- 
gendosi alia persecuzione la mancanza degli emoluinenti che per 11 loro mantc- 
nimento erauo soliti di cavare dalle loro diocesi.” 
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Cashel (Dr. Burgatt) and the Bishop of Waterford (Dr. Brennan). 
The Archbishop of Cashel, eompelled by necessity, sent around to all 
the gentlemen of the diocese to quest for alms, and he got only eighty 
scudi (£20), and the Bishop of Waterford receives from his diocese 
only eighty scudi per annum. Tho Archbishop of Tuam, too, is 
reduced to great poverty ; but he, after being imprisoned in Galway, 
by order of the Viceroy, was exiled to Spain a few days ago : he is 
an exemplary prelate and a true ecclesiastic. The Vicar-General of 
Buphoe, a learned and exemplary man, Bernard Magorke, is also re- 
duced to great misery, and has suffered great annoyance from the 
assize judges : his diocese does not yield sixty scudi per annum; he 
can scarcely keep clothes on his back. The Vicar-General of Meath, 
Oliver Dease, after his liberation from prison, having given security 
that he would leave the kingdom, died a few days ago : he was Vicar- 
General for thirty-seven years, and a man of great prudence and 
virtue. 

“ Tho Parliament having been prorogued till the month of April 
we have some hopes that during the winter the assize judges and other 
ministers will not be so rigorous in executing the decrees. 

“Egan, the apostate Franciscan, is come to Dublin from London, in 
order to preach against the Catholic doctrines ; and the apostate Jesuit 
SaU has gone to Cashel on a like errand.” 


1675. 

On the departure of the Intemunzio, Falconieri, from Brussels, 
in the commencement of this year, Signor Agrettl remained there 
as acting agent, with the title of Pro-Internunzio- Writing to 
the Sacred Congregation on 20th of April, 1675, he says: — 

“ Father Howard has written to state that tho King of England 
made his excuses with him in regard of the late edict against the 
Catholics, saying that his intention in publishing this edict was to 
favour the Catholics ; as, had he not published it, the parliament would 
assuredly have enacted a similar decree, which would be an irrevocable 
law ; whilst, on the contrary, when published by the king, it was in his 
power to connive at the Catholics, and recall the edict when an occasion 
presented itself.” 

Whatever may have been the king’s intentions, the storm of 
persecution continued to rage against the Irish Catholics, and in 
consequence of the imminent risks to which our bishops were 
■exposed, tlie visiting of the sacred Limina was dispensed with in 
their regard for twenty-five years, and faculty was granted them 
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of making tliis visit through their resident Procurator in the 
Homan court.* 

A paper presented to the Sacred Congregation in the following 
year by Father Mollon, of the order of St. Francis, records one 
of those arts by which the clergy, whilst they continued their 
usual functions, succeeded in eluding the vigilance of their perse- 
cutors : — 

“ In Ireland,” he says, “ we are often obliged to celebrate our chap- 
ters in montibus et sylvis, when forsooth there is danger in other parts. 
The last time, however, it was held in a city and on a fair day, for 
whilst the world was engaged in trafficking, the religious, with a holy 
eunning, feigned a similar occupation, but far different was their busi- 
ness, viz., the holding of the chapter: this happened in the month of 
August, 1675.”t 


1676 

In a note of the archives of Propaganda for the Congregation 
of 10th February, 1676, we find the following reference to a 
letter of the Archbishop of Armagh, of which we have been 
unable to discover any further trace: — 

“ The Archbishop of Armagh writes for the renewal of faculties 
for himself and the Bishop of Meath, as these faculties have almost 
expired. He w'rites, moreover, that De Burgo, formerly Vicar-Apos- 
tolic, has been imprisoned in the province of Tuam, and condemned to 
perpetual imprisonment and the confiscation of all his property; as he 
has no means of subsistence. Dr. Plunket supposes that he shall receive 
assistance from the Sacred Congregation.”J 

In the preceding year the general Jubilee had been celebrated 
with great solemnity in Rome, but so violent were the persecu- 
tions, so many the afflictions to which the Irish Catholics were 
subjected, that few could visit the sacred shrines of the Eternal 

• Note of Congregation, 14th January, 1675. 

f In Ibernia molte volte si fanuo li Cajutoli in montibus et sylvis, quando vi h 
jKjricolo in habitato. Questa ultima volta si celebrO in habitato, ed in tempo di 
tiera, dove essendo il secolo occupato nei suoi traffichi, li Religiosi con santa 
astuzia tingevano fare il medesimo, ma aliud egenintt cioh il Capitolo j e questo 
successe TAgosto (lassato cioe del 1675. 

J ** L’Arcivescovo d’ Armagh scrive per la rinnovazioue delle sue facoltil e di 
quelle del Vescovo Midensc cho stanno i>ep spirare. Scrive inoltre che il De 
Burgo gii, Vicario Apostolico state carccrato ncUa Proviucia Tuamensc e con- 
dannato ad i>erpetuos carcercs cum conliHoatiunc omnium bononim undo non 
avendo da vivere, stima che la S. Congne. lo sovverrii con qualche sussidio.” 
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City, and perform the works prescribed for gaining its Indul- 
gences. The Archdeacon of Dublin, Isidore Bertach, had come 
to Rome, in the year of which we are now speaking (1G76), to 
perform the visit ad limina, in the name of his venerable bishop ; 
and the four archbishops of Ireland availed themselves of this 
opportunity to solicit through him that a special Jubilee should 
be granted to Ireland, so that all the indulgences of that holy 
time might be gained by the faithful without their being obliged 
to leave the shores of our island.* 

It was in this year, too, that Dr. John Brennan, Bishop of 
Waterford, and the bosom friend of our archbishop, was trans- 
ferred to the see of Cashel. A little before this translation. Dr. 
Plunket went on a visit to some relatives in these dioceses, and 
he availed himself of the opportunity thus presented to him to 
examine the state of ecclesiastical discipline in these parts. “ The 
Archbishop of Armagh, our Primate," thus writes Dr. Brennan, 
on 16th September, 1676, “ is at present in this quarter of the 
world. He inspected the diocese of Cashel and my diocese to 
his great satisfaction, seeing that ecclesiastical matters were in as 

f reat order as the condition of the times will allow.” The primate 
imself, writing on the 1st of October, 1676, gives a detailed 
account of this visit. This letter is as follows: — 

“Before receiving yours of the 18th of last month, being already 
aware, through another channel, of the death of our most glorious 
common Father and Pastor, I wrote to the suffragan dioceses, inviting 
both clergy and people, in a pressing manner, to implore the divine 
mercy for the eternal welfare of the deceased parent of Christendom ; 
and for the immediate election of a holy successor of St.Peter; but now, 
at the request of your Excellency, and in obedience to their Eminences, 
I shall write again to the different dioceses, nor will I be wanting on 
my own part to offer my feeble pra3'ers in a matter of such importailce. 

“ Daring the past four weeks I was on a visit with some relatives 
and friends in Cashel and Waterford, where, through the goodness of 
God, and the kindness of the Bishop of Waterford, I saw all the clergy ; 
they are very orderly, and devoted to the service of God ; and the 
Catholics, although poor, are rich in spiritual consolations. Had I not 
myself witnessed the poverty of the Catholics, both ecclesiastics and 
laity, in the districts in Cashel, I could, with difficulty, have believed 
it. In the city of Cashel there is not a single Catholic that could give 
lodging for one night ; there is but one parish priest in the whole city ; 
in the surrounding districts the soldiers and officers of Cromwell hold 
nearly all the lands, having expelled the Catholic tenants ; so that in 
these districts, and in the whole diocese, there are only about twenty 
priests, who subsist with difficulty, so that the episcopal revenue 

*Scc .'iiipeuiUx, Xo. 48. 
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is no more than eighty scudi per annum ; the late Archbishop had at 
his death only twenty scudi, whilst bis debts exceeded 100 scudi. 
Hence, I see how justly the Bishop of Waterford refuses to bo promoted 
to this archdiocese ; for, how could a bishop support himself, and also 
a servant, with eighty scudi a year ? To say the truth, there is no one 
better qualified, either by learning or prudence, or the esteem of the 
people, for the Pallium of Cashel than Dr. Brennan, and perhaps he 
would accept it without difficulty were he allowed to retain the adminis- 
tration of his present diocese, which, indeed, is not half a quarter of an 
hour’s drive ; what do I say ? it is not even the distance of a Miserere 
from the archdiocese of Cashel. The diocese which he now governs has 
no more than thirty priests, so that both dioceses together have about 
fifty priests, and thus his revenue will reach about 200 scudi per annum. 
Now the Bishop of Cork has about eighty priests in his diocese ; the 
Bishop of Killaloe seventy ; the Bishop of Meath seventy ; and the 
Bishop of Elphin fifty, with more extensive districts than the Bishop . 
of Waterford would thus have with his fifty priests. The Archbishop 
of Cashel had at other times the diocese of Waterford in administra- 
tion, or in commendam, and considering the vicinity of the two dioceses, 
it would bo more advantageous for Waterford to be subject to his 
administration than to be governed by a Vicar Capitular. The Bishop of 
Waterford could administer confirmation, perform the visitations, &c., in 
both dioceses without any difficulty ; and I know that the Catholics 
of Cashel and Waterford most anxiously desire this. Considering, 
therefore, the poverty of both dioceses, and their contiguity, I beseech 
you to obtain from their Eminences that the Bishop of Waterford, when 
advanced to the sacred Pallium, may retain the administration of his 
present diocese. Certainly if the bishops of Killaloe and Cork, and 
others, can govern seventy or eighty priests, and if (to take an example 
from a diocese nearer to your Excellency*) if, I say, the Bishop of Hol- 
land can govern greater districts, and almost more Catholics than are 
to be found in all Ireland, Dr. Brennan must be able to govern fifty 
priests ; nor is it becoming that one who taught in Propaganda 
philosophy for nine years, and theology for five ; and who, as his 
Eminence Cardinal Colonna well knows, worked and toiled in other 
matters in the service of the Sacred Congregation, should now be left 
to subsist on eighty scudi a year. I again beseech you, therefore, to 
procure that Dr. Brennan, when transferred to the Pallium of Cashel, 
may be allowed by their Eminences to retain the adminstration of his 
present diocese, and making you a reverence, I shall ever remain, 

“ Your Excellency’s most devoted servant, 

“ OnvEa OF Aumagu, &c. 

“ Dublin, October, 1676. 

P.S. — The bishops of Cork and Clogher have arrived in Nantes, and 
we expect their arrival here in a few days. 1 pray you to send this 
letter to Monsignor Cerri.” 


* The letter is addressed to the Internuncio in Brusiels. 
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Amongst the Irish prelates who were most exposed to per- 
secution during this eventful period, must be numbered Dr. 
John de Burgo, Vicar-Apostolic of Killala. In his youth he had. 
served for some years as officer in the Austrian army of North 
Italy, but, renouncing the world, he dedicated himself to the 
service of the altar ; and was appointed abbot of Clare, in the 
West of Ireland. From 1647 till the bishop’s death in 1650 he 
acted as Vicar-General of Killaloe, and we find him three years 
later arrested by Cromwell, and sent in company with eighteen 
other priests into banishment. For some years he dedicated him- 
self. to the sacred ministry in France and Italy till 1671, when 
he received a brief from Rome, appointing him Vicar- Apostolic 
of the ancient see of Killala. In this brief there was a clause, 
usual, indeed, in the appointments of Vicars-Apostolic in those 
times, that, ipso facto, his appointment was annulled if, within 
four months, he did not visit his diocese. The appointment was 
made in the special Congregation of 30th June, 1671, but as De 
Burgo was then tnivelllng through Italy, it was only on the 22nd 
of November that the brief reached him in Milan. At the solici- 
tation of Cardinal Litta, a second brief, dated 30th of May, 1672, 
was granted, without the restrictive clause ; and before the close 
of that year Dr. De Burgo reached the shores of Ireland. Diffi- 
culties, however, had been for some time gathering around the 
path of the newly appointed pastor. During the vacancy of the 
see, the Archbishop of Tuam, as Metropolitan, appointed Rev. 
John Dowley, a venerable ecclesiastic, Vicar-General of that 
diocese; and the informality of De Burgo’s first brief having 
become generally known, the Archbishop of Tuam, his Metro- 
politan, refused to acknowledge his appointment, or instal him as 
Vicar -Apostolic till the second brief was submitted to him. This, 
however. Dr. De Burgo absolutely refused. He had imbibed the 
opinion that Vicars-Apostolic were subject only to the Holy See, 
and hence refused to acknowledge any authority in the Arch- 
bishop, in his regard, as we learn from a letter of the Internuncio 
of the 25th November, 1673. 

Matters were in this state when De Burgo visited the Archbishop 
of Armagh, and presented to him the brief of the Holy See. Dr. 
Plunket recognized at once the genuineness of his appointment, 
and not being aware of his refusal to acknowledge the authority 
of tlie Metropolitan, hesitated not to address the following letter 
to the Archbishop of Tuam, in which he expresses his surprise 
how any doubt could be entertained as to the fact of De Burgo’s 
lawful appointment, and corroborates this sentiment by the 
authority of his friend, the Bishop of Waterford. 
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We present tlie original letter of Dr. Plunkct, retaining, more- 
over, its characteristic orthography : — 

“ Dk. PtUMKKT TO THE AbCHBISUOP OF TCAM. 

“ 23rd September, 1674. 

Mr Loud, — I have perused the Breve Apostolicum that Dr. John 
Burk got for the Vicarsbip Apostolick of Killally, dated the 22nd 
of June, 1672, and I know it to be an Authentick Breve, and, whereas, 
it is not as the first breve with limitation of four months, I think tliero 
can be nothing said against it, or giveing the said Dr. Burk any 
hindering in his possession. I know alsoe Cardinale Antony Barberini’s 
letter, and the late letter of Cardinal Litta, who doth admire he should 
be hindered in his possession, and so doe I alsoe, he having gott this 
second breve. And the Bishope of "Waterford, Dr. Brenan, was with 
me all the last winter, who tould me that this diocess was given to 
Jo. Burk without that he ever did demand it, but this was forced, as I 
may say, on him. And what Doctor Creagh writs to Bather Gregory 
Joice, that there was sentence given by the S. Congregation against 
the said Dr., if any such sentence was given, it must have beeno by 
misinformation, and on the account of the first breve, which had a 
limitation of four months ; and my lord who can ever believe that any 
should be cast or condemned not being heard : non est mos apud 
Romanos quemquam inauditum condemnaro, qui statuit aliquid 
inaudita alterft mquum licet statuorit haud a;quus fuit. Father Burk 
was not cited or summoned ; how then could sentence be given against 
him in Rome, or dato non concesso, that it had beene, how can he 
be hindered or trobled in possession untill he had seen the very sen- 
tence under the Secretary’s hand ; but as I tould, if any such sentence 
was given, it was in condemnation of the first breve and not of the 
second breve (which is auth)enticall* as your Lordship’s breve or unqua, 
and therefore neither in justice (hones)ty, or conscience, can Dr. Burk 
be trobled, nai, from the day he (came to) possession, he hath jus 
to recover all the proxis, and it cannot (be) kept from in conscience, 
and whoever tooke it he is bound to (make rcat)itution, which is the 
undoubted opinion of 

“ "Tour Lordsbip’s most affectionate friend and servant, 

“ OuvEB Plunket. 

(On the back) “ These 

“For Mr. James Lynch, 

“ at Galway.”t 

* The words in this, and the following parentheses, are illegible in the original, 
but the context allows of no doubt as to how they should bo supplied. 

+ This letter of Dr. Plunkct received the following approbations, which we 
give in the original : — 

“ Opinionem antediotam approbo, ut conformem leequitati et justitim: Ita 
attestamur 

“ Pat. Midlf., Epus. 

“ Idem attestor Pat. Clogherf.n Epus. 

“ Idem etiara .attestor Pat. Dufiius Abbas Benchoren. S. 

Th. M.ag. 
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What may have been the reply of the Archbishop of Tuam 
we have no means of determining. Certain it k that he 
convinced the primate of the justness of his motives in refusing 
to admit Dr. De Burgo. Nor was he content with this ; he re- 
ferred the matter to the judgment of Rome, and the Sacred 
Congregation soon sanctioned the course he had pursued, and 
appointed the Rev. John Dowley Vicar- Apostolic of Killala. 

We cannot conclude without stating, in a few words, tlie 
remaining history of Dr. De Burgo. Before the close of 1674 
he was arrested by order of the Crown, accused of “ bringing 
Protestants to the Catholic faith, contrary to the statutes of the 
kingdom, exercising foreign jurisdiction, preaching perverse doc- 
trines, and remaining in the kingdom despite the act of parlia- 
ment of 28th March, 1674, &c. For two years he was detained 
in prison, with irons on his hands and feet:* at the assizes he 
publicly declared that the Pope, as Vicar of Christ, was Head of 
the Catholic Church ; he rejected with scorn a private offer that 
was made to him of being promoted to a Protestant Bishoprlck, 
should he conform to the established Church. Conducted from 
Balliurobe to Dublin, he there displayed the same firmness, and 
was at length sentenced to the confiscation of his goods and 
perpetual imprisonment. The Earl of Clanrickard, who was his 
relative, soon after obtained his release, which was accorded, on 
condition that he should pay the sum of £80 sterling within one 
month, and retire to the continent. 

During his imprisonment De Burgo had made a vow to visit 
the Holy Places should he re-attain his liberty. In 1679 he 
fulfilled this vow; but on his return from Jerusalem was cap- 
tured by pirates in the Mediterranean, stript of alljhe possessed, 
and sold as a slave. He, however, found means to escape to 
Constantinople, where he took refuge with the Austrian am- 
bassador. He thence proceeded to Venice and Rome, and receiv- 
ing frequent aid from the Sacred Congregation, seems to have 
passed in peace the closing years of his eventful life. 


“ Idem infr.iscripti Pnesules ct ordinarii Provinci® Connaci® sea Tuameusis 
.attcatamur et censemiia dictum Doctorem De Burgo injuste in aua posscaaione 
ease molostatiun et Dioecesia prsdict® ease legitimura Vicarium Apoatolicum. 

“ D. Fr. DosnNicus Elpinknsis, Epua. 

“ Fr. Titad.eus Cloxfert. Epus. 

“ Michael Lynch, Vic. Ap. Duacensis. 

“ Macritics Dorkancs, Vic. Gen. Acaden. 

“ Idem attestor Fr. Joannes Beginald, Notarius Ajxist. 

• “Con ferri alle mani e piedi.”— (His own narrative in 168.3. Archiv. de 
Prop.) 
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1677. 

The Internunzio, Tanari, on the 4th December, 1677, ■writes, 
that he had received intelligence from the Archbishop of Armagh, 
of numerous bodies of banditti having organized themselves 
throughout the kingdom, whilst, on the other hand, troops of 
soldiery roamed through the country to exterminate them, “so 
that great prejudice resulted thence to those who profess our 
holy religion.”* All that was vile, and worthless, and immoral, 
joined these bandit corps, and from them the government of the 
nation chose its perjured witnesses to lead to the scaffold the 
Primate of our Church, and to cast opprobrium on our holy 
religion. 


1678. 

In this year was decided in favour of the Archbishop of Armagh 
the controversy which had been long carried on against him 
by Dr. Fitzsymons, the deposed Vicar-General of Kilmore. The 
Sacred Congregation not only sanctioned the decision of Dr. 
Plunket, but commanded that the calumnies which were circu- 
lated againt him by some over-zealous partizans of the opposite 
party should no longer be received by any officials of the Holy 
See, or brought under the deliberations of the Propaganda. 

Dr. Fitzsymons, in the commencement of his ecclesiastical 
career, had given proofs of great abilities and prudence, and con- 
ciliated the esteem of our primate, as well as of his glorious 
predecessor. Dr, Edmund O’Reilly. For fifteen years he taught 
theology in Brussels, and bore the reputation of being “ learned, 
unostentatious, and prudent.” f On the 25th of June, 1666, the 
primate, Edmund O’Reilly, appointed him Vicar-General of 
Kilmore, and as the Bishop, Dr. Eugene M‘Svviney, was wholly 
incapacited by his past sufferings, as well as his present infir- 
mities and age, from attending to the spiritual wants of that 
diocese, its administration was committed to the newly-appointed 
Vicar. His government of the diocese was not, however, 
acceptable to all, and we find that, after many dissensions, the 


* “ Riferiscc Mgr. Armacano essersi ammassati in quel Regno gran numeri 
(li Banditi, e sjnngeudosi molte soldatesclie j)cr estermiuarli, risultarnegran pre- 
gindizio a quelli cuie professano la nostra religionc.” 

f Fu riconosciiito sempre per savio, inoaesto e discrete. Letter of Tanari, 
Archiv. della Sac. Congne. 
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Provincial Council of Armagh, which was held in Owengelley 
on tlie 25th of May, 1669, passed sentence of deposition against 
Fitzsymons, and subjected him to ecclesiastical censures. The 
Holy See deputed the Bishop of Meath, Dr. Patrick Plunket, to 
investigate this matter. Before his arrival in the diocese of 
Kilmore, Dr. Eugene M‘Swiney had closed his earthly career ; 
however, Dr. Plunket convened the clergy of the diocese, and on 
the 25th of October, 1669, whilst he declared Dr. Fitzsymons 
lawful Vicar-General of the diocese, published, at the same time, 
a general absolution of all those who, in the preceding dissen- 
sions, might have incurred any ecclesiastical censures. This 
sentence of Dr. Patrick Plunket received the sanction of our 
Primate, a few days after his arrival in the kingdom, on the 7th 
March, 1670. 

For about five years Fitzsymons stood high in the esteem of 
Dr. Oliver Plunket, and laboured as a zealous missionary in the 
province of Armagh. He had occasion more than once to inflict 
the penalties of the Church on some refractory ecclesiastics, and 
his judgment was invariably confirmed by the primate. About 
Christinas, 1674, having written to Dr. Plunket that some of 
those whom he had corrected still continued contumacious, he 
received the following reply : — 


“ Contemptorcs supcriorum nullo modo sunt tollerandi ; suspende et 
priva illos. Nil est in te quod mihi aut ulli honcsto displiceat. Si 
appcllaverint ad me cos non protegam sed potius severius puniam. 
Qui nolunt solvere Proxim aut ea quae Concilium Provinciale decrevit 
suspendantur. Tu ne cede malis sed contra audentior ito. 

“ 9 January, 1675, (styl. nov.) Olivke Aemacanus.” 


In an address presented in favour of Fitzsymons to Rome in 
April, 1675, it is said, that in the preceding January Dr. Plun- 
ket had written to him in these terms : — “ Certus sis me vivente 
non alium in ista dioccesi quam te futurum ordinarlum: irno, 
si hodie mihi morituro liceret de Primatiali dignitate ultimum 
condcre testamentum, tibi sane relinquerem, quia te plus dillgo 
mstimoque quam ulluni in Ultonia ecclesiasticum.” It is 
added, that in a subsequent letter he had also written : — Nihil est 
in te quod mihi vel ulli honesto displicere queat, imo nullus 
est in Ultonia ecclesiasticus quern plus amo vel aestirao ut alias 
fuse scrips!.” 

Nevertheless, about this time, Dr. Fitzsymons seems to have 
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passed all bounds in deposing some worthy priests of Kilinore, 
whoi^ippealed from his sentence to the decision of the Archbishop 
of Armagh. Dr. Plunkct invited by letters the vicar adminis- 
trator to answer the charges made against him ; the only fragment 
of this letter which has been preserved to us is the sentence: 
“ cum tu nihil contumelia dignum agas, mendacia sperne.” This 
investigation resulted in the deposition of Fitzsymons on' the 12th 
of May following. 

The change in the career of this man is most surprising; but 
Dr. Plnnket, in one of his letters, sufficiently explains it for us, 
and his sentiment is corroborated by the testimony of the Bishop 
of Waterford. Early in the year 1675 Fitzsymons was seized 
with violent attacks of dysentery, which continued almost 
without interruption for more than two months. This long-pro- 
tracted illness affected his mental faculties, and brought on a sort 
of childish imbecility, which afflicted him during the remainder 
of his life. He thus became the tool of evil-designing men, and 
his actions seemed inspired alone by enmity to the Holy See, to 
Dr. Plunket, and to the most deserving priests of his own diocese. 

We have no fewer than three letters of Dr. Plunkct, wholly 
devoted to this controversy. In the first, which bears the date 
of 2nd December, 1676, he thus writes to the Intemunzlo: — 

“ I have received a letter of your Excellency, of the 6th ult., about 
the affair of Thomas Fitzsymons, who was deposed by me about fourteen 
months ago. During the seven years and a half that I have laboured 
in this Church, I merited but little praise; but if ever I merited any, it 
should surely have been for removing Fitzsymons from his office of 
Vicar-General of KUmore. About two years ago he had an attack of 
sickness, and since that ho has never been sane of mind. He deposed 
three parish priests, without even citing them to appear, and when 
they appealed to me, though I decided in their favour, yet he refused 
to obey. The Vicar whom I appointed to succeed him, and who still 
continues, is Bernard Geaghron, who is 60 years of age, a man of holy 
life, and who was at other times Vicar-General. During the past 
spring, however, as ho was rather infirm, I appointed, as his assistant. 
Father Bernard Brady, who is 38 years of age, and has been a Rural 
Vicar for 12 years: he is a man of sound judgment; and ns the diocese 
of Kilmore is 58 miles in length, the good old Geaghron was not able 
to discharge all the duty.” 

The principal accusation made against Dr. Plunket by some of 
the abettors of Fitzsymons was, that he had called in the aid of 
the civil magistrate to punish some of the clergy of Kilmore. To 
this Dr. Plunket replies in his second letter, dated 20th December, 
1676 
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“ Of this accusation I know absolutely nothing : I never caused any 
priest to be arrested, nor did I seek the aid of any lay tribunal; nei- 
ther was I during the past three years in the diocese of Kilmore. Why 
not name the priest that was arrested ? who was the judge or layman 
to whom I had recourse, or who issued the writ of arrest? lam 
astounded that any one in his senses should write such falsehoods. On 
the contrary, it was Dr. Thomas Fitzsymons that had recourse to Soris 
against me, though in vain : he had also recourse to the sheriff of the 
county Cavan, whose name is Mr. John Maxwell : and he had recourse 
to Sir Charles Hamilton. I have the letters of these gentlemen, but us 
they saw his imbecility, they refused to give him any support. Not 
long ago he had recourse to Sir Hans Hamilton, member of the Supreme 
Council of this kingdom, to have a writ of arrest against llev. Bernard 
Brady, as this clergyman informs me. 

“ I may now assure your Excellency, that I never did anything with 
more deliberation, or better weighed in point of discipline and canon 
law, than the deposition of Fitzsymons. When I delivered sentence 
ne viderer innili prttdentix meee, I called Dr. Cusack, who studied in 
Home, and Dr. Dromgole, who studied in Salamanca, who are the two 
most learned persons of this province, that they might aid me with 
their counsel ; they were both present when I delivered sentence, and 
Cusack, though a friend of Fitzsymons, told him publicly that he had 
not a shadow of reason or of right on his side. 

“ Nevertheless he is not content with disturbing the diocese of Kil- 
more, but, as I learned from trustworthy persons, during the past two 
months he has been trying, by word and by writing, to excite some of 
the clergy of the diocese of Clogher against the Apostolic See, and 
against their bishop. Dr. Tyrrell, a truly learned, exemplary, and 
amiable prelate.” 

The third letter of Dr. Plunket details further particulars 
relative to the sad career pursued by Fitzsymons, after his 
deposition, and dwells particularly on the disturbance which he 
was creating in Clogher : — 


“ Fitzsymons,” he says, “ has succeeded in exciting some of the 
clergy of Clogher against Dr. Tyrrell, a learned and exemplary bishop, 
and for this purpose he wrote a paper, asserting that the Holy See 
could not appoint a bishop for that see without their postulation and 
election. I wrote, in reply, that his Holiness dudum eibi rexrcavit 
provUiones Iliherniai, and that for 200 years and more, such provision 
had always been made for the church of Clogher without the postula- 
tion or election of the clergy'.” 

As wc have already remarked, the Archbishop of Cashel 
received instructions from the Holy See to examine this whole 
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controversy, and make report on it to the Sacred Congregation. 
This he transmitted to Rome on 6th of April, 1677. In it he 
states many things as to the origin of the controversy, which we 
have already given in Dr. Pluntet’s words, and which it is now 
unnecessary to repeat. We shall translate, however, that portion 
which regards some accusations made by the partizans of Fitz- 
symons, who, as Dr, Brennan remarks, were for the most part a 
few unworthy members of the Franciscan order: — 

“ Aa to the accusation against the Archbishop of Armagh, that he is 
too familieir with the Protestant ministers, to the great scandal of the 
faithful, I must say, that during the whole time of my stay in this 
country, I never found traces of any such scandal. Moreover, if they 
mean by Protestant ministers, ministers of the Protestant church, it is 
indeed true that he is familiar with one of them who is attached to the 
court of the pseudo-primate ; and this friendship is of great advantage 
to his flock, for when any lawsuits regarding Catholics, especially in 
matrimonial cases, are brought to the Protestant Episcopal Court, this 
minister remits them all to Dr. Plunket. I have not received informa- 
tion of his being familiar with any other minister of the Protestant 
ehurch. If by Protestant ministers, they understand the magistrates and 
other ministers of the court, it is true that he is familiar with many of 
them, and he derives great beneflt from them ; as when any evil persons, 
whether lay or ecclesiastical, bring accusations against him before these 
ministers, they from their own personal knowledge reject them, and it 
is probable, that were it not for his acquaintance with these persons, 
he would long since have been banished from the kingdom, like the 
Archbishops of Dublin and Tuam, so great is the malignity of these 
informers. 

That the primate is not well disposed towards the natives of that 
province is certainly a calumny. For, in the whole province but one 
individual received promotion from his own family, and even that one 
belonged to the province of Armagh. The Bishops of Down and 
Clogher, who died about two years ago, were both natives of the pro- 
vince ; the present Bishop of Clogher, too, though indeed Dr. Plunket 
had nothing to do in his appointment, is a native of one of the sufiragan. 
dioceses. Moreover, I know for certain that the Archbishop bears the 
greatest love for those of his province, and that he seeks to promote 
their interests both within and without this realm. Indeed, in my 
opinion, the present Archbishop of Armagh has attended more to the 
spiritual administration of that province than any of his predecessors 
for many years ; and I say this without wishing to lower in any way 
the merit of the preceding primates.” 

The result of the controversy was, as we have already remarked, 
wholly confirmatory of Dr. Plunket’s decisions. Dr. Tyrrell, the 
Bishop of Clogher, received from the Holy See the administration 
of Kilmore, and Fitzsyrnons retired to Belgium, where he died in 
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1680. The principles, however, which he had laboured to disse- 
minate survived him in the Irish Church, and continued for a 
long time to produce their evil fruits of discord and schism. 


1679. 

This year witnessed the renewal of the persecution in all its 
fury. The see of Meath had to lament the demise of Dr. Patrick 
Plunket, who, in his last moments, was comforted by the presence 
of the primate; and the whole Irish Church was filled with 
mourning, her chief prelates being cast into prison, and the 
remaining clergy being obliged to seek a shelter on the mountain 
tops, or in the caverns and forests. The occurrences, however, 
of this and the t\yo succeeding years will hereafter claim a more 
special attention. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

DISPUTE REGARDING THE PRIMACY. 

As we find dissensions even amongst the Apostles themselves, it 
surely cannot eurprise us that their successors in the sacred 
ministry should not always be found of one accord when discus- 
sing the expediency of measures destined to promote the glory of 
God and to propagate the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Arch- 
bishops of Armagh and Dublin, at the time of which we speak, 
were both illustrious ornaments of the Church of God ; they had 
drunk in the waters of truth at the same fountain source; they 
were alike animated with zeal for preserving to our island the 
rich inheritance of faith ; and they were, moreover, destined to 
be one day rivals in their crown of martyrdom. From the pre- 
ceding chapters it must be manifest that they had long been 
mutual friends, and it is moreover probable that they were boimd 
together by ties of consanguinity. Nevertheless, when en- 
gaged in their episcopal ministry, we find them combating each 
other’s opinions with an ardour which occasionally seemed to 
verge on mutual schism, and fora while engaged the attention of 
the whole island, and was a source of many anxious cares to all 
true lovers of our church. We shall easily recognize, however, in 
their dissensions the characteristics of those who are animated 
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■with the true spirit of God, who, indeed, when the truth has 
been proposed to them, hesitate not to acknowledge their errors, 
and when the storm has passed, embrace anew, in the spirit of 
mutual forgiveness, charity, and love. In fine, we must remark 
that whatsoever fault or stain was contracted on either side, was 
surely washed away in their heroic martyrdom — the one decorat- 
ing Tyburn with his life-blood, shed for the faith, and the other 
though within the prison walls, yet rendering like glory to God 
by his protracted sufferings and death, which were endured in the 
same glorious cause. 

The question as to whether the primacy in our Irish Church 
should be referred to the see of Dublin or to Armagh had long 
been discussed in Ireland, and as no decision had as yet emanated 
from Rome regarding this controversy, it could scarcely be 
expected that prelates of such learning and ability as now filled 
these respective sees, would allow the matter to remain undis- 
cussed. Now-a-days it would be a question of little importance, as 
our modern ecclesiastical jurisprudence allows no special jurisdic- 
tion to the primatial see, but at the time of which we speak, 
many special privileges, not merely as to name, but as to authority 
and jurisdiction, were involved in the primacy. A like contro- 
versy had long been carried on between the Protestant possessors 
of these sees, which, though it regarded a mere matter of title, 
could not be settled till the crown, obedient to the learning of 
Usher, gave its decision in favour of Armagh. Even to posterity 
the whole controversy is not without its fruits, and three valuable 
works yet remain which were written in support of these respec- 
tive claims, and have preserved to us many imeresting facts 
connected with the history of our Church. The first was pub- 
lished by Dr. Plunket in 1672, and is a small octavo of fifty-six 
pages, written in English, and bearing the title “ Jus Primatiale; 
or, the Ancient Pre-eminence of the See of Armagh above all 
other Archbishops in the Kingdom of Ireland, asserted by 
O. A. T. H. P.,” which initials represent the words Oliverua 
Armacanus totim Ilihernice Primas. The second work was 
written by Dr. Talbot, and published at Lisle in 1674; it is in 
12 mo., and consists of eighty-five pages, being written in Latin, 
and entitled “ Primatus Dublinensis,” &c.* The third was the 
most learned and elaborate of the three, and was written in 1728, 
by Dr. Hugh M'Mahon, a successor of Dr. Plunket in the see 


* The primacy of Dublin, or the chief reasons on which the Church of Dublin 
relies on the possession and prosecution of her ri^t to the Primacy of Ireland. 
In the preface, he tells us, that he engaged in the controversy fi-om a sense of 
duty, believing such to be the rights of his sec. 

15 
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of Armagh ; his work forms a thick volume in quarto, and is 
entitled “ Jus Primatiale Armacanum, &c.”t 

The synod held in Dublin in 1670, of which we have already 
treated, presented the 6rst occasion for a renewal of the contro- 
versy. Dr. Plunket was anxious to have the matter at once 
decided by the assembled prelates, but Dr. Talbot deemed it 
deserving of more deliberation, and referred its decision to the 
Holy See. The synod, however, had been convened by Dr. 
Plunket, and the primacy of Armagh was as if a household word 
of every diocese of Ireland. Then, too, in the Bull of his appoint- 
ment to the see of St. Patrick, he was styled Archbishop of 
Armagh and Primate of Ireland; the faculties granted to him by 
Rome were addressed to Oliver, Archbishop of Armagh, and 
Primate of the Kingdom of Ireland; and in the same document 
the see of Armagh is styled, “ the primatial church of all Ireland,” 
Ecclesia totius Iltbemice primatialis. Things being so, the presi- 
dency of the synod was without debate referred to Dr. Plunket, 
though, as is usual on such occasions, it was declared that the 
rights of neither party should be prejudiced by the order of pre- 
cedence observed in that synod. Indeed, so little had this dispute 
■ of the noisy character attributed to it by some writers, that Dr. 
Peter Creagh (afterwards Archbishop of Dublin), who was in 
Dublin at the time, thus wrote on tne 24th of January, 1671: 
“ There was some difference of opinion between the Archbishops 
of Armagh and Dublin, as to the order of signature, nevertheless^ 
the controversy was carried on so peaceably^ that the noise of it teas 
scarcely heard beyond the precincts of the place of assembly. 

The controversy, however, though hushed for a while, was not 
terminated in this synod ; it was soon rekindled anew, and for 
many years continued to engage the attention of the whole Ca- 
tholic body. Dr. Plunket, often residing in Dublin, hesitated 
not to exercise there his primatial authority, and amongst the 
public acts of which Dr. Talbot most complained, was his having 
publicly absolved from censures the unfortunate French, who had 
prosecuted and given evidence against the Archbishop of Tuam, 
but whom, on his repentance. Dr. Plunket, pursuing the dictates 
of his meek and merciful disposition, received once more into the 
bosom of the church, in the city of Dublin. 

Early in 1672 appeared the treatise of Dr. Plunket, asserting 
the primatial privileges of the see of Armagh. But even before 

t “ The primatial right of Armagh over all the other Archbishops, Bishoi)s, 
and the entire clergy of Ireland, asserted by Hugh M *Mahon, Archbishop of 
Armagh, Primate of all Ireland.” The initials H. A. M. T. H. P. (Hugo Arma- 
canusM ‘Mahon totius Hib. Prim ) have been inadvertently translated by some 
Hugh of Armagh, Master in Theology aiul Primate of Ireland. 
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this, the opinions of the respective prelates had found amongst 
the laity many ardent partizans, and often had all the true friends 
of religion to lament the scandal ivhich was given, and the angry 
feelings which were awakened by the offensive tracts which were 
publi^ed by these intrusive partizans, each seeking to cast 
ridicule and reproach on the persons and pretensions of their 
opponents. The leading friends of Dr. Plunket were Sir Nicholas 
Plunket, of whom we have already had occasion to speak, and 
who, a few years later, was compelled to fly to the continent, to 
shun the persecution which was directed against him by the 
enemies or our faith, and Mr. John Patrick, another Catholic 
advocate, to whom, towards the close of 1669, a letter was ad- 
dressed by Propaganda, congratulating him on his efforts in favour 
of the Catholics, and in reply to which, by letter of the 5th 
January, 1670, he declares his readiness to ever sustain the 
Catholic cause, and adds — “ whatever I have done in favour of 
the most illustrious Archbishops of Armagh and Tuam, or of the 
other prelates of our communion, must be referred not so much 
to any attention or solicitude of mine, as to the merits of these 
prelates.”* About this time the Valesian faction sought to 
intrude upon the Franciscan order in Ireland a Provincial chosen 
from amongst their adherents, and assailed by every means in 
their power Father Peter Geanor, the lawfully chosen Provincial 
of the order. Writing from Dublin, on the 2nd February, 1670, 
Father Geanor states, that he was accused before the Govern- 
ment by Peter Walsh, for exercising jurisdiction received from 
Rome I but, he adds, that he hoped to escape sentence through 
the ability and the intercession of some individuals, “ amongst 
whom John Patrick is chiefly distinguished, a man truly Catholic, 
and well deserving of religion in these arduous times, and a warm 
defender of our cause : also the most illustrious Nicholas Plunket, 
a man highly esteemed for his piety and eloquence, as well as for 
his legal skill, protects and defends our cause ; he drew up and 
arranged in order our reply to the objections of Walsh.”t 

On the side of the Archbishop of Dublin, the most distin- 
guished for his ability, and the most eminent for his services in 
the Catholic cause, was Colonel Richard Talbot, brother of the 

• “ Quidquid in favorem lUnstmonim. Archi-Prmsuliun Ardmachani et 
Tuamen. aut alionim nostrie Commnnionis Fnnlatorum pnestiti non tarn men 
curse et sollicitudini quam ipsorum Frsesulum mentis referendum.” 

+ “ Eminet D. Joannes Patrioius, vir sane Catholicus et de fide Catholica in 
hao rerum conjuuctura bencmeritus nostrteque causio acerrimus propugnator: 
lUimus. etiiim 1). Nicolaus Plunket magnio aistimationis vir turn ob pietatera 
et facundiam turn ctiam ob legum j%ritiam, nostram causam tuctur et suscepit 
nostriimquo resjwnsum ad Valesii objectiones digessit et in lionam formam 
redegit.” 
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Archbishop. He had long figured in the Court of London, and 
by his talents and address won for himself great influence in the 
Iloyal Council. Regarding his merits, it is sufficient to remark, 
that in the next reign he became Viceroy of Ireland, where he 
alike distinguished himself by his skill in government, and by his 
valour in the field. At the period of which we speak he was for 
many years agent of the Irish Catholics in London. From a 
note in the archives of Propaganda, we learn that about the feast 
of Candlemas in 1671,* a meeting of the Catholic gentry was 
held at Oxmanstown ; Dr. Plunket being in Dublin, was invited 
by the Archbishop to be present at its deliberations; the chief 
matter proposed was, that a collection should be made for the 
purpose of defraying the expenses of Colonel Richard Talbot as 
agent in London of the Irish Catholic subjects of his Majesty. 
On this occasion Dr. Talbot contributed £10. A Mr. Francis 
Barnewall contributed £5. Nothing is said of the other contri- 
butors. It is added, that Dr. Plunket promised to contribute 
£10, which, however, was not to be paid unless the clergy of his 
province would consent to subscribe to that amount. The clergy 
of Ulster afterwards refused to collect this sum, and this served 
to embitter still more the feelings of Dr. Talbot’s partizans.t 
But besides these distinguished personages, of whom we have 
been speaking, there were others amongst the partizans of both 
prelates who were secret agents of the Government, and who, by 
their violence and false reports, sought to keep alive dissensions 
in the Catholic body. Dr. Burgatt, of Cashel, had written a few 
years before, in his “ Relatio,” presented to Propaganda in 1668, 
that such agents of the Government anxiously approved and 
stimulated whatever tended to promote “ divisions and scandals 
amongst the clergy, and irreverence for the Holy See. Dr. 
Plunket, in his letter of the 26th of September, 1671, speaking 
of the Remonstrants, makes the same remark : — “ The noblemen,” 
he says, “ who favoured and protected them, cared but little for 
Walsh and his adherents, but they made use of them as instru- 
ments to divide and disunite the clergy and Catholics, divide et 
im'pera^' Dr. Talbot, too, in his “ Friar Disciplined,” which was 
printed in 1674, but written, perhaps, somewhat earlier, observes 
that Peter Walsh, in his controversy about the Remonstrance, was 
all along a mere tool and dupe of the Government, which “ for 
reasons best known to themselves, would let him preach and press 
a formulary which they foresaw would divide the Catholics among 
themselves, and discredit their religion,” as well asafibrd a pretext 

* Intornoalla Candelora dell’ anno 1670, (styL vet.) &c. 

t See letter of Dr. Talbot, Dublin, 14th August, 1671. 
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for subsequent arbitrary measures. The correspondence of the 
then Lord Lieutenant more than justifies this remark of Dr. 
Talbot, and in a letter of Lord Orrery, cited by Curry, (Histo- 
rical Review, book 9th, ch. 14th), that agent of the Court thus 
wrote to his Excellency : — “ I humbly offer to your Grace, 
whether this may not be a fit season to make that schism which 
you have been sowing among the Popish clergy, publicly break 
out, so as to set them at open difference, as we may reap some 
practical advantage thereby and when, some years later, the 
enemies of the Duke of Ormond strangely enough accused him of 
having shown favour to the Catholics in Ireland, he replied : — 
“ My aim was to work a division among the Romish clergy, and 
I believe I had accomplished it, to the great security of the 
Government and the Protestants, and against the opposition of 
the Pope and his creatures and nuncios, if I had not been 
removed and he laments that his successors pursued a different 
policy, “not considering the advantages of the divisions de- 
signed.” — (Carte, ii. Appendix 101.) 

However, this policy of sowing dissensions amongst the clergy 
did not cease with the Duke of Ormond ; it was continued by his 
successors ; and we even see the Earl of Clarendon, whose good 
qualities have found so many eulogists amongst our historians, 
pursue the same course; and on the 15th of May, 1685, he thus 
wrote to the Earl of Rochester: — 

“ This is the day appointed by the titular bishops for a general eon- 
vention of their clergy in this city,* and there are great numbers of 
them come to town, and of other gentlemen and persons of quality. I 
am told one of their businesses is to consider of putting on their habits 
and wearing of them about the streets ; but, no doubt, there are matters 
of greater moment to be debated. I believe I shall have an account of 
all they do, but what service I shall be able to do thereby God only 
knows. One would think these people should not venture to execute 
anything without first communicating their resolutions to the king, if 
they will not make me acquainted with them, though they pretend 
wonderful respect to me, and that they will do nothing without first 
communicating to me. . . . This general convention, for so it is pub- 
licly called and talked of by all sorts of people in the town, is to con- 
tinue for a week, so that I shall quickly see whether they will give 
any more account of their proceedings than they did of their meeting. 
Methinks I should have an answer from my Lord Sunderland to what 
I wrote to him on the 27th past, whereby I should know how to guide 
myself in those matters ; or if this great meeting be by the king’s 
allowance, methinks his lordship might have given me some directions, 

* A Synod of the Bishops of Leinster was then being held in the city of 
Dublin, by the Archbishop, Dr. Patrick Russell, 
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though they had been to take no notice of it, for then I should hare 
been at ease, and known I had done no fault in not minding what they 
did. Suppose the Protestant clergy should appoint a general conven- 
tion from all parts of the kingdom, to be held in this city or anywhere 
else, without taking notice to me of it, I am sure I would not suffer 
them to meet, and would legally punish them for the attempt ; and I 
believe his Majesty would well approve of my so doing ; and certainly 
no Government will permit any part of their subjects to assemble to- 
gether without the supremo authority.* I would be very glad to 
know your opinion in these matters, and whether I should send this 
information, of which I have here given you the substance, to my Lord 
President or any othera, of the proceedings at this convention, for I 
have reason to believe I shall have several ; but if I do send them I 
must conceal the names of my informers. The titular Archbishop of 
Dublin has been with me. He seems to be a good man, but is no poli- 
tician ; he is a secular (priest). I am told by a good hand of their 
own party that he and the titular primate do not agree. About 
two days since he asked the primate by what authority this convention 
was called, to which the other answered that was not a question to be 
asked ; it should be known when they were met. The more they differ 
the letter ; and it is a pity the contests between tlwm may not he encouraged; 
but that I must not meddle with.”f 

Some recent publications have revealed to the world how the 
same course was pursued in civil matters ; and how, as late as the 
sad era of 1798 the noisiest agitator in the ranks of the Irish con- 
federates was all the time in the pay of the Castle, sowing divi- 
sions in that body, and revealing their secrets to the Government. 
In fact, the whole history of Irmand, for more than two centuries, 
well justifies the remark of Mr. Plowden — “ It long has been an 
insidious art of Ireland’s enemies to select some ambitious agitator 
and intriguer from amongst the Catholics, in order to sow and feed 
dissension in their body.”J 

The publication of the work on the Primacy by Dr. Plunket 
gave great offence to the Archbishop of Dublin. Writing some 
time after to the Secretary of Propaganda, this good prelate gave 
full expression to his feelings, and with all freedom and earnest- 

• Lord Clarendon’s good sense seems to fail him in this passage. What has 
the supreme civil authority to do with spiritual matters ? Protestant ministers 
and their deliberations are mere tools of state {wlicy, and justly woidd the 
Viceroy insist on knowing the matter of their deliberations ; but the Catholic 
clerpr belong to a higher order. Moreover, as, through God’s blessing, the 
Catholic clergy have no connection with the Government, as well might the 
Viceroy insist on being made acquainted with the private family concerns of 
each subject of the British Empire as to have the deliberations of the Catholic 
clergy (w’hich, in the eyes of the law, are their own private matters) made 
known to him. 

t Singer’s Corrcsixindence of the Earl of Clarendon, vol. L page .'187 

J Historical Letter, &c. page 72. 
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ness impugns the course pursued by the Archbishop of Armagh. 
He thus writes: — 

" MOST ILLUSTBIOUB AHD HOST REV. LORD. 

“ I cannot say whether my letters may be pleasing to you ; however 
I deem it my duty to inform you how matters here proceed with us. 
The most illustrious Archbishop of Armagh has just now published in 
Dublin a book in English, in which he endeavours to prove that the 
primacy and precedence is due to him ; but this is done with argu- 
ments BO inconclusive that he might justly be deemed an assailant 
rather than a defendant of that cause. 1 was surprised at his impru- 
dence and inconstancy : for it had been agreed on between us that the 
controversy should be left to the decision of the Apostolic See ; in the 
meantime both should be silent, but to the scandal of the orthodox and 
the joy of the Protestants, we would seem to dispute de lana caprina 
(about goat’s wool), especially after we had learned what grief our 
dissensions caused to the Roman Court. I, indeed, following the 
counsel of your Excellency, have avoided every occasion of dispute, 
and whenever it was impossible to avoid such occasions and meetings 1 
pretended not to advert to the assumption which the Archbishop of 
Armagh rashly took upon himself : an instance of which was the 
absolving, in Dublin, Martin French, the Augustian apostate, from 
excommunication and other censures, 1 being uninformed of it, tliough 
then residing in Dublin. 

I have consulted the prelates of the kingdom as to the course I 
should DOW pursue, being assailed by a public document. I fear, 
however, that our clergy and people will be ill-contented with my 
silence, to which 1 am most inclined, and 1 hope that your reply will 
appease the angry and excited sentiments of our subjects; especially 
should the Holy See deign to renew the ancient decree of Innocent the 
Sixth.* . . . From that time, during more than three hundred years, 
there was no contention about precedency or primacy; both were 
primates, both were altogether equal. But in these past days Oliver 
Flunket, more wise, forsooth, than all his predecessors, discovered I 
know not what force in the word totiut, by which the custom of so 
many centuries and peace is wholly upset ; but the ingenious prelate 
did not remark, what is most evident from the very words of the Papal 
Decree, that the word totim indicates merely a distinction from the 
Dnblin primacy, not a higher dignity of the Archbishop of Armagh. 

“ And lest your Excellency should imagine that the Archbishop of 
Armagh has any support or patronage from the Court in this cause, I 
must inform you that the Chief Secretary and Councillor of ttic Vice- 
roy, being lately returned from England, came to me at once, and after 
a while presented to me, in the presence of my Vicar-General, on 
order of his Excellency, to the effect, that Oliver Plunket should, on 
his knees, ask my pardon for his temerity and for the injuries done to 
me. Rendering formal thanks to the Viceroy, 1 sought to excuse, 

* He then cites the words of Ware concerning this decree. 
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as far os possible, the imprudence of the prelate, and to benignly 
interpret his intention : his partizan, John Patrick, too, having fallen 
into the greatest disgrace in Dublin, is compelled to keep away from 
the Court and Castle. 

“ Nor is the cause of the primacy of Armagh less wanting in proof 
than patronage." (He then advances several arguments to establish 
the claim of the sec of Dublin, and concludes his letter as follows) ; — 
The happy decree of our king was promulgated on the 13th of 
this month, and by it the Irish Catholics are enabled to retain their 
ancient privileges and old magistracies in the cities and towns of this 
kingdom, without being obliged to swear or make declaration of tho 
king’s primacy in spiritual matters. It is a most important edict, and 
a sign of better times. 

“ Dublin, 26th March, 16V2. 

“ Petee of Dublin."* 

Some writers have given currency to a story which, if it had 
any foundation, should be referred to this time : — 

“ 'The arrogant pretensions of Dr. Talbot," they write, “ obliged 
the Archbishop of Armagh to interpose his authority as primate, and 
to inhibit him to go to England, whore he pretended his presence was 
necessary, with the object of preventing the success of Peter Walsh’s 
solicitations to have the remonstrance put in force. Plunket, other- 
wise a mild man, made him upon this occasion a sharp answer, ‘ that 
he had good grounds to believe there was no such matter ; that he hud 
the reputation of meddling too much in affairs of state, which was 
contrary to the canons and order of the Pope :’ and for that reason he 
inhibited him from going. Talbot was, therefore, obliged to send to 
the nuncio at Brussels for a license of absence, under pretence of 
being required by his Majesty to attend him in England.” 

It will suffice to remarkon this story: 1. That, as appears 
from various letters, Dr. Plunket was well aware of the efforts 
and solicitations made to the Court by Peter Walsh to have his 
Remonstrance enforced. 2. That even in the supposition of the 
very plenitude of primacy, the Archbishop of Armagh could 
exercise no such control over the Archbishop of Dublin. 3. That 
Dr. Talbot, though laying open to the Holy See the various 
instances of the assumed authority of Dr. Plunket, never even 
hints at this, which, of all others, would have been the most 
condemnatory of Dr. Plunket’s conduct. 4. Dr. Talbot, in the 
beginning of 1672, wrote to the Intemunzio requesting permis- 
sion to leave his diocese for awhile, for it was reserved to the 
representative of the Holy See in Brussels to accord this permis- 
sion. "5. In a letter of the 5th of March, 1672, and many sub- 

* .See ApiieutUx, No. 33. 
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sequent letters, the Internunzio announces to the Sacred Congre- 
gation that Dr. Talbot had been chosen by the Court and invited 
to London for the purpose of being sent to Innspruck as repre- 
sentative of the king: and the Internunzio adds that he readily 
accorded this permission, os the “ Archbishop of Armagh and the 
other prelates of Ireland were of opinion that great advantage 
would accrue to religion from this mission of Dr. Talbot." 

Indeed, all through this controversy, the personal esteem of 
Dr. Plunket for the Archbishop of Dublin continued unabated. 
We have seen how, in his letter of 28th September, 1671, he 
commemorates his having consulted with Dr. Talbot on the 
subject of a letter which he himself had received from Rome. 
Again, in the same year (24th April, 1671), he thus concisely 
describes to the Secretary of Propaganda the common danger 
which both had shared, and his joy that both had escaped 
unharmed : — 

“ The Parliament of England sought to give annoyance to the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin and to me, but, through the mercy of God, laqueus 
contrilus est, et ms liherati sumus.” 

Nearly the whole of Dr. Plunket’s letter of 22nd March, 1671, 
is taken up with an account of this threatened danger, and we 
learn from It that he himself Interposed his good offices with the 
Viceroy to have the Archbishop of Dublin exempted from 
danger : — 

" The rumour is current here (ho thus writes), that the Archbishops 
of Armagh and Dublin will be summoned to London : I do not know 
for what motive. It is said, however, that it is owing to the indis- 
creetness of Dr. Talbot in two points. The first was his assembling 
many of the Catholic nobility to get them to contribute for the support 
of his brother, who was appointed agent of the Irish Catholics, to lay 
before the Court in London the grievances of our country from tho 
malgovernment of the Duke of Ormond. Having gone to Dublin to 
consign to him the archiepiscopal pallium, he one day brought mo, 
wholly unawares, to this assembly ; this assembly gave great displea- 
sure to the Government. The second matter was a work lately written 
by him, in a very sharp style, against Peter Walsh ; though, in reality, 
there is more against Ormond in it than against Walsh. The Viceroy, 
otherwise but little inclined to favour Dr. Talbot or his family, for 
these and other reasons had resolved to banish him from the kingdom. 
I opposed this resolution of the Viceroy with all my power, humbly 
supplicating him to desist from it. At the same time 1 assured him, 
that whatever difference there might be between the Archbishop of 
Dublin and myself in regard of the question of jurisdiction, yet we 
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irero friends; so that his ExceUenoy was appeased, and declared 
himself edified by my interference in favour of Dr. Talbot.” 

But, perhaps, nothing more clearly proves that these prelates, 
whilst warmly asserting the privileges of their respective sees, 
allowed not the bonds of Christian charity to be severed, or the 
peace of God to be interrupted in their breasts, than the letter of 
the Archbishop of Armagh, written on the 20th of January, 1672. 
In it he says: — 

“ I confess I was in some manner displeased with Dr. Talbot in con- 
sequence of some defamatory libels and pasquinades, and false letters, 
in the circulation of which I was informed he had had a part, as he 
showed them to a certain Colonel Dempsey, who is a fit trumpeter of 
such things ; but Dr. Talbot was with me yesterday evening for three 
hours, and solemnly assured me that he had no part whatsoever in 
them, or in their circulation, and that when they were brought to him, 
ho spoke about them, indeed, to the said Colonel, but rather to discredit 
these pasquinades than to publish them, which was by no means his 
intention. Dr. Talbot again came to visit me this morning, and with 
such kindness and afiection, that I have now become his servant. I do 
not hear any report now of his journey to England; I suppose he has 
changed bis intention. 

“ Thanks be to God, we now enjoy peace in this kingdom. Dr. 
O’Molony, of Killaloe, wrote to me about the dread he has of the Duke 
of Ormond and his satellites. But I pray you to write to him to come 
to his diocese as soon as possible, and without delay, for I spoke about 
the matter to the Viceroy, and he replied, that having no royal order 
against him, he would not, on account of the enmity of an individual, 
exclude from the kingdom the subjects of his Majesty. Whilst we have 
the present Viceroy, Dr. O’Molony need not hesitate to come : and let 
him not wait looking for the formation of colleges by the French king; 
this is a difScult matter, which would require a length of time, and the 
success of which is very dubious. When he is once in possession of his 
diocese, it will be difficult to molest him without some great crime, for 
no subject can be sent into exile without something serious: as is known 
by experience, and as our laws imply, turpius ejicitur quam non admit- 
titur hotpet. Though I have often written, yet I received no reply, 
and know not whether my letters reached their destination. 1 make 
you a profound reverence, and will be, unto death, 

“ Your most affectionate and obliged servant, 

“ Oliver or Armaoh. 

“ 20th January, 1672.” 

Dr. Plunket closes another letter (12th December, 1672), with 
hke sentiments: — 

“ The reconciliation,” he writes, “ between me and the Archbishop 
of Dublin will bo uninterrupted, because we will no longer give credence 
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to the sowers of discord. . . .We have agreed to send all our respeotive 
arguments to Borne, and we will await its decision.” 

Dr. Talbot often writes in a similar strain : thus, in his letter 
of the 4th February, 1671, we read: — 

“ As regards the Archbishop of Armagh, I am his friend, for I attri- 
bute whatever he has done to imprudence, rather than to bad intention. 
I am and ever shall remain his friend, for this conduces to the glory of 
God, and is desired by our friends, and in particular by your Excellency, 
to whom I am bound by special obligations.” 

When, moreover, some enemies of our holy religion would 
asperse the character of Dr. Plunket, and extol him as though he 
were inclined to Protestantism, the Archbishop of Dublin fear- 
lessly denounced the calumny, and asserted our holy prelate’s 
innocence and orthodoxy : — 

“ Aliud Dominationi tuaj significatum volo nimirum nomen D. Oliverii 
Plunket expunctum fuisse a libello Parliamenti (vulgo nominant bill), 
meo relicto, et ita factum fuit intercedente aliquo haucque potissimum 
rationem reddente (sed falso), quod dictus Plunket multum propendcrit 
in Protestantismum. Ego autem statim ac hujus injuriee notitiam 
habuerim, conabar tueri eum et labem diluere.” (14th Aug. 1671.) 

Even in the preface of his work, in reply to Dr. Plunket, whilst 
he warmly combats the arguments of Dr. Plunket, yet he abstains 
from passing any censorious remarks on the writer, and even 
speaks of him as a prelate eminent for his learning and prudence. 
(Presented to S. Cong, by Peter Creagh, 2nd Aug. 1672.) 

When Dr. Plunket, in the commencement of 1672, published 
his work on the primacy of the see of Armagh, he seems not to have 
as yet received the decree of the Sacred Congregation, which was 
enacted the same year, and whilst imposing silence as regarded 
the public discussion of that question, at the same time instructed 
the Internunzio to exhort the archbishops to transmit lo the 
Sacred Congregation their respective arguments for the primacy 
of their sees. It is in his letter of 22nd September, 1672, that 
Dr. Plunket first refers to this decree of the Sacred Congregation : 
in it he thus writes to the Internunzio: — 

“As to the primacy, I will observe the promise which I made to 
your Excellency, and 1 will send my proofs : I already sent them to 
you in a compendiated form, and you transmitted them to Rome, and 
Monsignor Baldeschi seemed satisfied with them. Should you speak to 
the friars of Louvain on the subject, or with any of the Irish, you will 
learn whether or not I have reason on my side. The primacy of 
Armagh is as certain as the Archiepiscopate of Armagh. Bo good 
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enough to give a glance at the life of St Malachy, written by St. 
Bernard ; at Colgan, in his 6th appendix to the life of St. Patrick ; at 
Barbosa, Azorius, and others, and you will see how unjust arc the 
pretensions of the Archbishop of Dublin. 

“ I am informed from Kome that Monsignor Baldeschi will go to 
Paris : I hope that your Excellency will go to Propaganda, which 
surely would be the case were I counselor to his Holiness. 

“22nd September, 1672.” 

Writing eight days later, he again refers to the same subject: — 

“ In your letter of the fourth of last month you were good enough 
to inform me that it was the desire of the Sacred Congregation that 
silence should be observed in regard of the matter of the primacy ; and 
it commands us to send our reasons and arguments to Home, that the 
question may be decided. I will be ever obedient, not only to the 
commands, but to the hints of the Sacred Congregation, and to every 
hint of the ministers of the Holy Father. I suppose, however, that 
this order or desire only commands silence as to writing pro or contra 
in this matter, and the avoiding of disputes about precedence, all which 
I will most strictly obey. The Sacred Congregation and your Excel- 
lency cannot mean that I should omit to exercise my j urisdiction in 
matter of appeals which are made from the courts of the other metro- 
politans, which has always been practised, and without any controversy 
that 1 know of during past times ; to interdict this to me would be to 
suspend the rights of the see of Armagh, even before the sentence or 
decision is made. It would be precisely as if a person should go to law 
with your Excellency about a vineyard which you possess, and which 
was already in the possession of your father, and that the j udge should 
command your Excellency not to derive any fruit from the vineyard ; 
not to gather or receive any revenue from it till after the decision or 
definitive sentence, which would be to deprive him of possession, and, 
indeed, to his great detriment, if the law-suit continued any length of 
time, and would seem to be contrary to the course of the civil and 
canon law. And, hence, I suppose I can exercise jurisdiction in such 
appeals without being disobedient to the Sacred Congregation, or to 
your Excellency. You will be good enough to read a work written by 
Dr. John Lynch, page 71, the title of which is ‘ Alithinologia j’ this 
writer belongs to the province of Tuam ; as also a book composed by 
David Koothe, Bishop of Ossory, article the 6th, page 228 ; this bishop 
is sufiragan of the Archbishop of Dublin, and died here in the time of 
Cromwell : he was a learned and prudent man. The title of his work 
is Analecta de rehna Catholicorum, Also Colgan, in his 6th Appendix 
to the ‘ Life of St. Patrick.’ These writers, and, in fact, all the other 
writers are unanimous in granting appeals to the see of Armagh j nor 
did I ever read that there was any controversy on that head, though 
there might have been disputes on other points. So that without 
acting in contradiction with the desires and commands of the Sacred 
Congregation, or of your Excellency, I can continue to receive appeals 
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•whenever they are presented. I pray you to read the aforesaid books 
in the cited places for a quarter of an hour. The Canon Joyce will 
lend you the books, and if he hasn’t them he will procure them from 
the Irish Convent in Louvain. 

I already wrote to Coppinger to meet me about eighteen miles from 
Dublin : I shall see what answer he will give. Should he come, I hope 
we shall do something. I wrote to your Excellency to send either to 
me or to Mr. Daniel Arthur, a merchant in London, the money which 
their Eminences were so good as to send me. Father Perez, Jesuit, 
an excellent man, will find the means for transmitting it to the said 
Mr. Daniel; and I pray the divine Majesty to remunerate your Excel- 
lency in this life and in the next, for the labours and the anxiety which 
you continually give proof of, for the spiritual advantage of this poor 
nation. The Catholics, in consequence of a new edict of the king, can 
hold situations and offices without taking the oath of supremacy ; this 
information was imparted to Sir Nicholas Plunket by the Viceroy on 
Wednesday last. 

“Dundalk, 30th September, 1672.” 

But whilst the Sacred Congregation was thus engaged in seek- 
ing the necessary information to guide it in its decision, and 
whilst the Archbishops were themselves affectionately united in 
the bonds of spiritual charity, the question of the primatial rights 
of Armagh or Dublin was warmly discussed through the length 
and breadth of the kingdom, and occasioned such dissensions 
amongst the Catholics as were a source of affliction to all true 
lovers of religion, and of joy and delight to all the promoters of 
heresy and error. The most detailed narrative of this controversy 
is presented in the letters of Dr. Brennan, at this time Bishop of 
Waterford. Thus, his letter to the Cardinal Protector of Ireland, 
dated 30th March, 1672, is almost wholly occupied with this 
subject; it is as follows: — * 

“Mat it please tour Eminence, — As your Eminence was good 
enough to permit me to address you occasionally with an obsequious 
letter, I have deemed it my duty to humbly convey to your Eminence 
some intelligence regarding the spiritual condition of the Catholic religion 
in this country. 

“ During the past two years extraordinary diflferences have sub- 
sisted between the Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin, occasioned 
by pretensions to precedence, to jurisdiction, to the title of primate, and 
other foolish notions. At length these differences have degenerated 
into a clamorous and scandalous discord, to the prejudice of our pro- 
fession and the lowering of the dignity which these prelates bear. Die 
first caused lately to be printed in Dublin a little book entitled * Jus 
Primatiale,’ in which he endeavours to prove that the primacy belongs 


* See Appendix, No. 34. 
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to the Archbishop of Armagh, and that it is his prerogative to receive 
ecclesiastical appeals, make visitations throughout the whole kingdom, 
and other such things. 

“ The Archbishop of Dublin, displeased at this, is preparing for press 
an answer, and he addressed a circular letter to the other bishops of 
this kingdom, asking their counsel on this matter. I wrote to him 
dissuading him as forcibly as I could, and I besought the other prelates 
to do the same, and I suggested that it would be better for all the 
prelates of the kingdom to assemble together in order to extinguish this 
fire, and perhaps this will bo done unless these disturbed times may 
render the Government jealous of such a meeting. Whilst I was in 
Dublin I endeavoured, by all quiet means, to reconcile them, and also 
from this place by means of letters ; but I only succeeded in having 
good promises, and in an apparent reconciliation. I will not cease, 
however, even for the future, to use all possible endeavours, although 
there is but little hope, as they are of a hot disposition, and the dispute 
has become public in England as well as in Ireland, so that the Catholics 
are, for the most part, divided, some in favour of the one, and some in 
favour of the other. I have also beeij informed by an important per- 
sonage, that in Dublin the Protestsint ministers speak with delight, 
even from the pulpits, about this controversy. Confiding in the great 
zeal and exceeding prudence of your Excellency, I am bold enough to 
beseech you, even in the name of the other prelates of this kingdom, to 
devise some expedient for extinguishing the flame, and to impose silence 
on both parties by the authority of the Holy Father, otherwise it will 
continue to spread through the whole kingdom, to the great scandal of 
the Catholics. About other matters of less importance I shall give an 
account to Monsignor Baldeschi, not to trespass too much on your 
Eminence. 

“ Your Eminence’s most devoted and obedient servant, 

** John, Bishop of Waterford. 

“ Waterford, 30th March, 1672.” 

Writing a few days later to the Internunzio, he adds many 
additional particulars concerning this controversy*: — 

Most Illustrious and most Rev. Lord, — I have just received, by 
way of London, the letter of your Excellency under date of the 9th of 
January, in which you impose on me to use every diligence in appeasing 
the differences between the two archbishops ; but your Excellency may 
believe me, that this would be an extremely arduous undertaking, as 
these dissensions are daily increasing, and are now arrived to such a 
pitch, that I do not know in what manner to quiet them. Since my 
arrival here, I have not omitted to exhort them both to peace, and for 
the most part I received good promises, though occasionally I came in 
for a slight mortification. They are, both one and the other, touchy, and 
of a hot disposition, and they are the first prelates of the kingdom, and in 
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my opinion they would be displeased to receive an admonition from an 
inferior bishop. I would be desirous to live in peace without offending 
either of them, especially as I could hope for but little fruit from my 
interference. The Archbishop of Armagh lately printed in Dublin a 
small work entitled ‘ Jus Primatiale ’ of the church of Armagh, and 
he seeks to establish that he has a right not only to precedence, but 
also to jurisdiction over the Archbishop of Dublin, and the other 
archbishops, and that he can make visitations, and correct abuses 
throughout the whole kingdom. He lays great stress on the words of 
his brief and of the faculties from the Holy Office, in which he is 
styled primate. The Archbishop of Dublin, annoyed at this, has pre- 
pared for the press an answer, and he wrote to the other bishops, 
asking their opinion as to its publication. I wrote to him, conjur- 
ing him to give nothing to the press (and I besought the other bishops 
to do the same), for it would only serve to foment dissensions, and to 
scandalize the world ; the more so, as in Dublin (as I learned from a 
well-informed person,) the Protestant ministers now boast, even from 
the pulpits, of these dissensions. The Archbishop of Dublin especially 
complains of the partiality of the Sacred Congregation (to use his words) 
in causing to be omitted in his brief the title of primate, which title was 
placed in the brief of the Archbishop of Armagh, and gave him ground, 
for boasting. I said to him, in justification of what had occurred, that 
that title was found in the brief of the late Archbishop of Armagh, 

• whilst it was wanting in the brief for the Archbishop of Dublin. He 
replied that this was done by Massari, a friend of the late Archbishop 
of Armagh, and at that time Secretary of the Sacred Congregation ; 
and that although it was wanting in the Bull of his predecessor, never- 
theless his see enjoyed this privilege by an Indult of the Roman 
Pontiffs, and was in possession of it for five hundred years, and thus 
might claim an immemorial prescription. In the end I said to him, 

• that it would not be proper for me to dispute about the rights of one 
or the other, but that I would exhort them to peace and to patience, 
considering the circumstances of the country and of the times, and that 
he should transmit his reasons to the Sacred Congregation, which 
w^ould surely render justice to him. I think it would be necessary to 
take quiet measures with the Archbishop of Dublin, for he is, at least, 
touchy. The Viceroy has now renounced the friendship of the Arch- 
bishop of Armagh and of John Patrick, and has been reconciled with 
the Archbishop of Dublin and his brother, who will seek to procure for 
him a continuation in his office of Viceroy; and for this and other 
business Colonel Talbot has already taken his departure for London. 
It is said that the Archbishop of Dublin will also go thither shortly ; 
but if he goes it will be on other business, and perhaps he will go as 
far as Innspruck. It seems that they both enjoy the favour of the 
Court in London, and also of the Viceroy, and they are, for the most 
part, very popular amongst the Catholics of this kingdom, on account of 
the interest displayed by the Colonel in London in favour of the 
Catholics. 

“ The royal edicts have been published, granting the right of fran- 


224 


DISPUTE EEOARDINO THE PRIMACY. 


chise to the Catholics in all the cities of Ireland, which has not been 
allowed since the time of Cromwell, and some of the Catholics are 
already in public offices. All this is due to the clemency of our Viceroy, 
whom God may long preserve : its being carried into execution is also 
due to the great goodness of the same Viceroy, for it here met with 
great opposition from the members of the Privy Council and the 
heretics. 

“ To-day, being Holy Thursday, I consecrated here the Holy Oils in 
an Oratory, ivhich since my arrival I gave in charge to the Secular 
Priests, who formerly had no place whatsoever ; and the ceremony 
was performed with the greatest solemnity and concourse that has 
been had or witnessed in this city for the last twenty-two years, on 
which account the Catholics are il greatly consoled. May God grant 
ns perseverance, and preserve your Excellency for many years to con- 
sole the Catholics of this kingdom. 

“ Jobs, Bishop op WATEEFoan. 

“ "Waterford, the 4th of April, 1672.” 

In another letter, addressed the same year, under date of the 
14th November, to the Secretary of Propaganda, Monsignor 
Baldeschi, he declares that* — 

“ The greatest annoyance which they had in Ireland was the con- 
tinuance of the dissension between the Archbishops of Armagh 
and Dublin, which now seems irremediable, as the Archbishop of 
Dublin lately received some sort of a commission from the king, 
authorizing him, as he says, to superintend all the clergy ; and with 
it he has commenced to annoy the Archbishop of Armagh, pro- 
hibiting him to ordain so many priests, and requesting him to recall a 
decree which he made about the names of some families of his pro- 
vince, to ask pardon of the king, and clergy, and other such things. 
I confess I do not understand this sort of authority ; and I fain 
believe that it was procured principally for the purpose of molesting 
the Archbishop of Armagh, as he has hitherto neglected no means of 
doing so, and I think that in many things he is wrong. As to this 
commission, it is necessary that your Excellency should give us some 
instructions as to how we are to manage, for we do not know how 
to act. The Archbishop of Dublin is supported by the Franciscans 
in opposition to the Archbishop of Armagh. The reason of this is, 
that toe Archbishop of Dublin favours them in their pretentions, and 
the Archbishop of Armagh decided against them in favour of the Domi- 
nicans ; hence they deem toe Archbishop of Armagh their adversary, 
and they say and write against him whatsoever the other may desire. 
.... The Bishop of Killaloe has arrived in Dublin : he was anxious to 
try and reconcile our prelates, but he found them more excited than 
ever, on account of the late commission.” 


* .See Appentlix, No. 36. 
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But at this moment, when the controversy was warmest, and 
the animosity of both parties seemed to liave reached its summit, 
calm and peace were at hand. The letters of Dr. O’Molony, to 
W’hich the Bishop of Waterford refers, were destined to attain 
the lon^ wished-for end, and effect a reconciliation between the 
conflicting prelates. Dr. Burgatt, Archbishop of Cashel, writ- 
ing to the Secretary of Propaganda, on the 5th of Feb. 1673, 
commemorates this happy result of the intermediation of the Bishop 
of Killaloe: “My suffragan, the most illustrious Bishop of 
Killaloe, has not as yet come to his diocese: about three months 
ago he arrived in Dublin, and he still continues there, not with- 
out sufficient reason, as I am convinced, though I am not aware 
of what his precise motives may be. He has long since been 
intermediary in the reconciliation of the Archbishops of Armagh 
and Dublin, and in this he achieved an important work. I have 
conceived the greatest hopes in his regard, and that he will be a 
solace in my declining years.* 

All joyous and consoled, the Bishop of Waterford hastened to 
acquaint the Holy See with this happy event, and on the 1st of 
December, 1672, thus wrote to the Secretary of Propaganda : — t 


“ To-day I have received letters from the Archbishop of Armagh 
and the Eishop of Killaloe, in date the 19th of last month, and both 
conve}'’ to me the intelligence that on that day a reconciliation had 
taken place between the Bishops of Armagh and Dublin, which they 
announce in these precise words, ^odie reddita est pax Ecclesiis Armach- 
ance et Duhlinensi, This is chiefly owing to the efforts of Dr. 
O’Molony, who, since his arrival in Dublin, laboured incessantly to 
effect it. In the same week, a few days before this event, a reconcilia- 
tion was cfiected in Dublin between Colonel Talbot and Colonel John 
Patrick, and this, too, through the efforts of the Bishop of Killaloe and 
of the Archbishop of Armagh ; and this agreement was a preliminary to 
the. reconciliation of the prelates, because the two colonels were the 
promoters of either party ; and, as the Archbishop of Armagh writes to 
me. Colonel Talbot earnestly exerted himself in inducing his brother, 
the Archbishop of Dublin, to consent to this agreement. This news 
has rejoiced all the Catholics, who were heretofore disconsolate and scan- 
dalized, and I hope great advantage will accrue to the cause of our 
faith, should God grant a continuance of it. The reconciliation of the 
two colonels also occasioned great delight, for they are the most active 
personages of this nation, and when they are united in promoting public 
measures for the Catholics, a happy result is hoped for. It is true that 
many have co-operated, both by word of mouth and by letter, to bring 
about this arrangement, but its accomplishment was reserved for the 

* Sec Api>eudix, No. 37. t Apixjiidix, No. 38. 
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Bishop of Killaloe, who has thus made a good beginning of his mission, 
and we are all much indebted to him. 

“ Coppinger went to Dublin, as I lately informed you, and there pre- 
sented his submission to the Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin, and 
he sent submissive letters to Rome and to Brussels, and I think he went 
thence to the chapter of his order, to be reconciled with the other 
members. 

“ Eight days ago I sent through the same channel by Ostend, two 
relations of the diocese, and should they be lost, as the former one of 
the 18th of June last, I shall send a third copy as soon as I receive 
intelligence of your not having received them. 

“ I was anxious to convey the above intelligence to you, of which 
you will have a more diffuse description from the parties themselves, 
but, perhaps, not so soon as this letter ; and now I make a moat humble 
reverence to your Excellency. 

“Waterford, 1 Dec. 1672. John, Bishop op Watebpoed. 

“ To Monsignor Baldesohi.” 

This reconciliation of the two archbishops seems not to have 
been of a mere momentary duration, and the first letter of Dr. 
Plunket, in which we have been able to discover reference to it, 
bears the date 14th of March, 1673. In it the archbishop thus 
writes : — 

“ Our most benign king has been at length compelled to sanction the 
acts of Parliament, and hence no Catholic can any longer be employed 
by the king, the queen, or the duke of York, or hold any office, civil 
or military, cither in the army or navy. This act of the English Par- 
liament does not extend to Irelsmd, because Ireland has its own Parlia- 
ment, and I think our Parliament will not assemble this year. Tin 
Archbishop of Dublin and myself are like tieo real brothers, tee agree so 
well ; so also are Colonel Patnek and Colonel Talbot, the two most 
important Catholics of this kingdom for their skill in managing publio 
or private matters, and for their high position in court ; these two 
gentlemen, by their dissensions, divided all the Catholics of the king- 
dom into two factions, to the great prejudice of our affairs ; but now, 
through the mercy of God, they are friends, and closely united in 
friendship, and on Sunday last they went together to London to oppose 
every attempt of those who are but little friendly to us. Dr. O’Molony, 
of Killaloe, brought them into harmony, and has remained here till 
now to preserve their union, and in doing so, he has rendered a great 
service to this kingdom ; and he is a person so estimable that I am sure 
he will render yet greater services to us, and this, especially, for reasons 
which I cannot now commit to paper, as I have not my cipher with 
me, but about this matter plura alias,” 

It seemed difficult, however, for this harmony to be lasting till 
the question of their primatial rights should be set at rest by 
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the authoritative decision of Rome. Cases every day presented 
themselves, in which appeals were made to one or other of their 
tribunals, and it was impossible that some collision would not 
spring from them. As early as the 30th of January, 1673, Dr. 
Brennan, in a letter to Monsignor Baldeschi, spoke rather hesita- 
tingly about the continuance of their friendship:* “The Arch- 
bishops of Armagh and Dublin,” says he, “ get along smoothly 
since the reconciliation ; but I doubt if it will continue long. At 
all events the Archbishop of Armagh promises me determinedly 
perseverance on his part ; and, indeed, this is applauded by all the 
Catholics.” 

In the beginning -of 1674 Dr. Talbot, in a matrimonial case 
which was brought before his tribunal, decided for the validity 
of the marriage. The parties, deeming themselves aggrieved, 
appealed to the Archbishop of Armagh. Dr. Plunket, without 
hesitation, entertained this appeal; and, following the example of 
many of his predecessors, erected his tribunal in the very city of 
Dublin. The existence of a diriment impediment, prior to the 
contracting of the marriage, having been clearly established, he, 
by his primatial authority, reversed the sentence of the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, and declared the marriage to have been null 
and void from the very beginning. But Dr. Plunket soon dis- 
covered his error; and learning that Dr. Talbot had, prior to the 
marriage, obtained a dispensation for the contracting parties, 
although in his public decision, through dread of preemvnire, he 
had not referred to such a dispensation, the primate hastened, 
without delay, to retract the decision which he had made, 
acknowledging his fault and asking pardon of the Archbishop of 
Dublin. A letter, written by Dr. Talbot soon after this occur- 
rence, well reveals to us the true Christian spirit which animated 
the Archbishop of Armagh on this occasion, and proves, at the 
same time, the mutual esteem of these worthy prelates : — 

“ May it please your Eminence,! — It was only on the 2nd of Feb- 
ruary that I received the letters of your Eminence bearing date the 
2nd of August last, and I read them with due reverence, but not with- 
out sorrow of mind, as I perceived from them that reports had reached 
your Eminence and the Bacred Congregation of my having passed all 
bounds in assailing the Archbishop of Armagh by disputes, nowise 
necessary, about the question of the primacy. No one here is ignorant 
of his having been the first to provoke this controversy ; and his printed 

* “ L'armacano ed U Dublinense passano quietamente dopo I’ultimo'aggiusta- 
mentx), ma dubito che non sia per durare motto. Ad ogni modo I’Annacano mi 
promette fermameute la peraeveranza dalla sua parte ; vivamente cid % applaudito 
da tutti i Cattolici.” (.30th Gen. 1673.) 

+ See Appendix, No. .32. 
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book is a standing proof of it ; so that I cannot conceive by what arts' 
or means credence was procured for such an imposture in Rome.” 

He then details the particulars of the matrimonial case, and 
the erroneous decision of Dr. Plunket, and then continues: — 

“ On being made acquainted with how matters really stood, the 
most illustrious Archbishop of Armagh addressed letters to me, in 
which he avowed his error and his sorrow ; and tho truly humble 
prelate, presenting a glorious example of a religious spirit, in the full- 
ness of repentance prayed for pardon of the fault which he had impru- 
dently committed. The Bishop of Killaloe becoming surety for his 
continuance in these sentiments, we gave our hands and mutually 
embraced. However, nothing wUl better perpetuate this concord than 
a decision of the controversy about the primacy, which, indeed, can 
involve no difficulty, as we have both sincerely submitted our cause to 
your judgment. Hence, too, in accordance with the commands of your 
Eminence, I, with all possible dispatch, now transmit to you the argu- 
ments and proofs which establish the primacy of my see. They would 
have "been long since transmitted, were it not that the letters of your 
Eminence were delayed for six entire months on the road. Praying 
that God may preserve your Eminence for many years, I remain, &c., 

“ Petbb op Dublin. 

“ 12th Feb., 1673 (styl. vet.) 

‘‘ To his Eminence Cardinal Altieri, &c. &c.” 

In the meantime Rome was not idle in urging these prelates 
to maintain the concord which, had so happily been established ; 
and we find the following decree enacted in 1673: — • 

“ The Intemunzio will urge upon the Archbishops of Armagh and 
Dublin tbe necessity of transmitting to the Sacred Congregation tho 
proofs of their asserted title to the primacy ; and he will exhort them, 
at the same time, to mutually love each other, and to persevere in tho 
peace which is now established.” 

Succeeding events, however, soon gave occasion to new differ- 
ences. 

Before the close of the month of March, 1674, Dr. Talbot was 
compelled, by the bigotry of Parliament, to seek an asylum on the 
continent; yet even whilst far away from the Irish shores in- 
triguing individuals were not wanting to fan the flame of discord, 
and by misrepresentation and calumny to seek to re-awaken the 

* “ De cietcro D. Intemuntiiia instet ut Arcbiepiscopi Armacan. et Dublinen. 
mittant a/l Sacram Congregatdonem scriptura.s pro eonun pnetcuso jure Pri- 
mates llibcniiic ct hortetur oosdem ut iiivicem ae diligant et paoem initam 
servent.”— (Ex Archiv. S. C.) 
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suspicions of Dr. Talbot against the Archbishop of Armagh. 
Soon after the departure of the Archbishop of Dublin, his enemies 
procured from the government a commission of inquiry into the 
past conduct of that prelate ; and amongst those summoned by 
the Viceroy to give evidence before this commission was Dr. 
Oliver Plunket. His evidence on this occasion was misrepre- 
sented to the exiled Archbishop, and became a subject of com- 
plaint to the authorities in Rome. However, from the letter of 
the primate to Dr. Creagh (the Agent of the Irish Church in 
that city), and dated the 15th of September, 1674, we learn that 
his depositions had been misrepresented, and that Dr. Plunket 
had merely stated in his evidence such facts as were already well 
known to the government: — 

“ It is said (he writes) that I deposed against Dr. Talbot that ho 
received authority from the king to superintend our clergy : the same 
had already been deposed some days before by the Bishop of Meath 
and many others. Dr. Talbot asserted it in the presence of Doctors 
Burgatt, Lynch, Phelan, the Bishop of Meath, and myself; Dr. 
Talbot himself wrote about it to the Bishop of Waterford; and the 
Bishop of Waterford and I at that time gave an account of it to Mgr. 
Airoldi and to their Eminences ; and it was a matter known to the 
whole kingdom, and that Dr. Talbot could be displeased with me on 
that head is all nonsense. Then, as to my accusing him of exacting 
money for agents, &c., you see how matters are distorted. The whole 
kingdom collected money for Catholic agents — that is, one groaso for 
every rubio (of land),* and this was publicly exacted. What crime, 
then, could it be to mention what was publicly done, and with the 
knowledge even of the Viceroy ? and, indeed, the collectors forced all 
the Catholics to pay it, even by diatraining.'l Dr. Talbot wished 
also that the ecclesiastics should pay it, but I was opposed to their 
doing so in Dlster ; for in all Ulster there is only my Lord of Iveagh 
who has the slightest hope of recovering his property, and should the 
Protestants hear that the ecclesiastics were contributing for the purpose 
of having them deprived of the property which they hold, we would 
be exposed to persecution : and I asked the Viceroy Berkeley regard- 
ing this subject in 1671, when it was first proposed, whether I or my 
clergy should contribute. He being a very intimate friend of mine 
replied, “ by no means, and that we should leave such matters to the 
laity, and 1 wrote at the same time to Mgr. Baldeschi about this 
matter, and about the meetings which Dr. Talbot was holding for the 
same purpose, and Mgr. Baldeschi condemned and blamed what was 
done by Dr. Talbot, and approved of the course which I pursued.” 

• The groaao is equal to two pence, and the rubio very nearly equivalent to 
two acres : so that the tax voluntarily imposed on the whole nation was a 
penny per cure. 

t Ur. Plunket uses this very word even in the original Italian letter. Indeed 
it would be difficult to find any Italian word thathifly expresses tlie same idea. 
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The subsequent repeated outbursts of persecution and the con- 
tinued infirmities of Dr. Talbot hushed, for awhile, all further con- 
troversy, and at the same time seem to have influenced the Sacred 
Congregation in deferring the decision of the subject. We leam, 
however, from Dr. M'Mahon, in his “ Prosecutio contra Anonjr- 
mum” (cap. 22), that as late as 1678 Dr. Plunket was engaged m 

E reparing for the press a Reply to the work of Dr. Talbot, which 
ad been published in Lisle in 1674; but the storm which was 
then let loose on our sufiering country, and the arrest of both 
Archbishops, terminated, at least during their episcopate, the 
primatial controversy. In the prison of Dublin Dr. Plunket and 
Dr. Talbot were side by side (being confined in adjoining rooms), 
both captives for the fhith. Before the glorious end of his earthly 
career, in 1680, the Archbishop of Dublin wished to give a final 
proof to the world that he was moved only by a sense of duty in 
carrying on this controversy, and that notwithstanding their 
apparent conflict, the fire of charity ever glowed in his courageous 
soul : and hence, he addressed from his prison-chamber, in which 
he was soon to die, an humble apology to Dr. Plunket, asking his 
pardon and forgiveness for any fault into which, in the warmth 
of the dispute, he might have fallen.* In this holy rivalry of 
Catholic charity and mutual love. Dr. Plunket was not to be 
overcome : and we learn from a letter of the Bishop of Kildare,t 
that when it was reported to him that the Archbishop of Dublin 
was about to enter on his agony. Dr. Plunket could no longer be 
restrained, but bursting through his guards rushed to give a last 
embrace and absolution to the dying confessor of our holy faith. 

Before closing this chapter it may be expected that we should 
give some review of the work of Dr. Plunket on the Primatial 
rights of his see — the only work from his pen which has come 
down to us. We shall, therefore, present an outline of the prin- 
cipal arguments which he employed, but we shall present them 
in his own words, merely translating the letter which he ad- 
dressed to the Internuncio on the 12th of March, 1671, and in 
which he compendiates the chief arguments on this subject: — 


* This fact is recorded by Dr. M ‘Mahon in his Jus. Primat. Armac. page 217. 

+ This passage of Dr. Forstall’s letter is so interesting that we here give it 
entire : — ‘ ‘ Corcagiensis cst captus : queeritur ubiqne Laouensis. Clogherensis 
sub gaiisape ct ceiitonibns ctijusdam mendicie et moribundse vetuhe sese abscon- 
derat et ibidem deprehensus et agnitus vol a smvo satellite compassionera et 
yeniam meruit. Miserrimus Dublinensis cerebro totoqne corpore legrotans pin- 
rimum, vix ultima die veneris sanctissimam non efflavit animam, Primate streuue 
|)errmnpente inter reluctantes satcUites ut cum solaretur et absolreret. Primas 
ipse in eodem jacet Tulliano incertus fati futurique. Nemo arctius custoditur ob 
male feriatos nebulones et iuformatores (proh pudor) ecclcsiasticos qni ex vin- 
dictie libidine faUis criminationibus eum coiispcrserunt.” — (5th June, 1680.) 
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** I have received your most welcome letter of the 15th of February, 
and I may assure you that it is nothing new that controversies should 
arise between prelates in regard of precedence and jurisdiction. I 
myself saw in Home how, in the very presence of the Pontiff, Father 
Marini disputed with Mgr. Celsi, and the chamberlains with the au- 
ditors of the Rota about precedence. I remarked that there have been 
similar controversies in Germany and France, though they are in the 
midst of heretics : even amongst the Apostles orta est contentio quU 
eorum videretur esse major j nor do I think that there are many who 
have greater reason than I have for disputing on this head, since my 
see enjoys an uninterrupted precedence as well as superior jurisdiction 
for thirteen hundred years, that is, to the time of Henry the Eighth, 
an heretical king ; and that your Excellency may understand this, I 
will write to you in compendium what I already wrote more diffusely 
to Rome. 

It is uncontroverted, that from the time of Celestine the I., who 
sent St. Patrick to Ireland, till the age of St. Bernard, there was no 
Archbishop in Ireland, excepting the Archbishop of Armagh, and as 
St. Bernard writes in the Life of St. Malachy, unus ipse omnibus 
pr<xfuity and this was for about 700 years. About the year 1000 St. 
Celsus erected the see of Cashel into an archbishoprick ; and thus the 
see of Dublin is of later date than that of Cashel. In the year 1 152, 
Cardinal Paparo was sent into Ireland as Legate of the Holy See, and 
he erected Dublin and Tuam into archiepiscopal sees, and granted 
the Pallium to the four archbishops. Who will venture to assert that 
the jurisdiction enjoyed by my predecessors was lessened by these 
episcopal sees being raised to a higher dignity ; their authority was, 
indeed, increased, but the pre-eminence and jurisdiction of Armagh 
was not lessened. In the year 1263 Urban the IV. thus wrote to 
Patrick,* Archbishop of Armagh : — Primatiam totius Ilibernice quam 
prcedecessores tui usque ad hcec tempora inconcusse habuisse noscuntur ad 
exemplar Coelestini Papa: Prcedecessoris nostri tihi tuUque successoribus 
auctoritate Apostolica conjirmamus statuentes, ut Hibemice Archiepiscopi et 
Episcopi et alii Prcelaii tibi et successoribus tuis tamquam Primati obedien 
tiam et reverentiam omni tempore debeant exhibere*' Again, John XXII. 
confirmed to Nicholas of Armagh the old privilege of his see to receive, 
namely, appeals from all parts of the kingdom ; the words of the Pope 
are as follows : — Quod cum in parlibus Hibernioe ad sedem Apostolicam 
in quacumque causa appeUari contingit seu appdlalur de preesentiy hujus- 
modi appellantes ad eamdem sedem directCy necnon ad Archiepiscopalem 
curiam {Armacanam) tutorie appellant. Thus, then, when those of Dublin 
appeal to Armagh tutorie appellant ; the Archbishop of Armagh is 
therefore their superior for appellatio est rccessio ab in/eriori judice per 
invocationem majoris judicis. At this time the primate held his con- 
sistory in Dublin, and received appeals from the Archbishop of Dublin, 
and I read in the registers, that at the time of Edward the III., in 
1349, he carried the cross before him for three days in the city of 


* Dr. Patrick O’Scanlain, transferred from Raphoe to Armagh in 1261. 
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Dubliu, and excommunicated there the prior of Kilmainham. For 
150 years the Archbishops of Bublin were subject to the primate, 
without any controversy, down to the time of John Ijeck and Alexander 
Bicknor, who wished to set aside the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of 
Armagh, on account of the Viceroy residing in Dublin, precisely as the 
Patriarchs of Constantinople sought to set aside the jurisdiction of the 
Pope, because the Emperor resided in that city, but incattum nisi sunt, 
and the Archbishops of Armagh continued to exercise their jurisdiction 
till the time of Henry the VIII., and Edward the VI., that is, till the 
year 1547. In the fifth year of this Edward, George Browne, Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, obtained a royal edict to be called primate of all 
Ireland, and George Dowdull, Archbishop of Armagh, a Catholic, was 
exiled from his see : after the death of Edward, however. Queen Mary , 
being informed by the Legate, Cardinal Pole, and by others, of the 
jurisdiction and pre-eminence enjoyed by my predecessors for 1100 
years, cancelled the decree of Edward, and restored all to Dowdall, 
and obliged Browne to due submission. Thus, your Excellency may 
see that the grounds of the Archbishop of Dublin for the primacy of 
his see is a decree of a Protestant king. 

After George Dowdall, Loftus, a Protestant, was chosen by Queen 
Elizabeth as his successor, and, nevertheless, he and his successors, 
juxta morem antiquum acceptum a Catholicis, took precedence of the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, even in Dublin itself, and to the present day they 
hold their consistory there and decide all controversies according to 
our canon law. 

But let us come to later times; about the year 1645, when Mgr. 
Binuccini came to Ireland, sent by Pope Innocent the Tenth, he assem- 
bled all the bishops of Ireland in Kilkenny, in the province of Dublin, and 
nevertheless, Hugh O’Reilly, Archbishop of Armagh, took precedence 
of Dr. Fleming, Archbishop of Dublin, and subscribed the Acts before 
him ; soon after they assembled again in Cashel, and the same Arch- 
bishop of Armagh again took precedence of all. In fine, in the Bull of 
the Archbishop of Armagh we read, promovetur ad £cclesiam IlibernicB 
primatialem, and in the privileges granted to him by the S. Congre- 
gation, he is styled primate of Ireland. These, perhaps, are mere 
titles? are voces nihil signijica7ites? ahsit: and hence, the Holy See 
never gave such titles to the Archbishops of Dublin. Then, too, a 
primate must have archbishops subject to him : now, I ask, what 
archbishops can bo said to be subject to the see of Dublin? Surely, no 
one recognizes it, whilst all recognize the see of Armagh. Even the 
Archbishop of Cashel claims precedence of the see of Dublin, and not 
without reason, as his see dates to higher antiquity. 

Your Excellency must now say, could I, without incurring the 
reproach of posterity, cede this right of the see of Armagh, which was 
preserved and sanctioned during so many centuries? And is it not 
evident, that I have jurisdiction over the whole kingdom, and that the 
province of Dublin is as much subject to mo as the province of 
Armagh? Now, this jurisdiction holds in the following cases : — 

1 . “ Quando ad me appdlatur. 
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2. “ Quando Ecclesia MetropolUana pastore vacat et a Primcde petitur 
ut de rchus ad Metropolitanum peHinentibus et constitueiidis statuat, 

3. “ Cum, consuetudine aid pi'ivilegioj causa ad ipsum defertur, 

4. “ Cum de grovi et ardua re dubitatur qua; in concilio Pi'ovinciali 
definiri commode nequit, tunc MetropoUtanus Primaiem consulit. 

5. “ Cum MetropoUtanus negligens esi in causis judicandis ; tunc enim 
Primatis estjudicare. 

6. “ Quando juxta leges et consududinem Primas visitare debeat totum 
Regnum, 

“ These are the reasons which induced me to defend my right, and 
which clearly prove, that as primate, 1 have as much jurisdiction in 
Dublin as I have throughout the province of Armagh ; in everything, 
however, and under every respect, I submit myself to the judgment of 
the Apostolic see, which, in the mean time, 1 earaestly pray to decide 
this controversy, that thus every scruple may be removed for the future, 
and to command the Archbishop of Dublin to render due submission to 
the primate, as he alone refuses to acknowledge the primate’s jurisdic- 
tion and authority. 

“Armagh, the I2th of March, 1671. 

“ Oliver of Armagh. 

“ To the Internuncio Brussells.” 

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER XVIII. 

The preceding chapter was written when the following three 
letters came to hand, with which the primate, the Bishop of 
Killaloe, and the Intcrnuncio in Brussels communicated to Rome 
the consoling intelligence of the Archbishops of Dublin and 
Armagh being happily reconciled, and of peace being thus restored 
to the Irish Church. We shall first give the letter of the Inter- 
nuncio, Mgr. Airoldi, who thus writes : — 

“ I may justly demand a recompense from your Excellency for the 
good news which I now bring of the reconciliation of the Archbishop 
of Armagh with his Grace of Dublin, through the mediation of Dr. 
O’Molony, Bishop of Killaloe. This intelligence was the more welcome 
to me as it was least expected ; indeed, I esteem it rather the work of 
God than of man. I have written to both prelates, earnestly beseeching 
them to preserve inviolate this happy concord. I congratulate your 
Excellency on this event, and I am rejoiced that, besides the submission 
of Coppinger, it has been grunted to me to witness the happy termina- 
tion of this matter before the close of my ministry.* 

“ Brussels, 24th December, 1672.” 

* As the Bishop of KilLaloe wrote in Latin, we here present the original letter 
of that prelate. It is a follows : — 

nimo. Dne. 

“ Non me jam pconitet iinixis menais mono quam in hac urbe dxixi, cum hoc ipso 
(lie, non ego sed gratia Dei mecum irreconciliabile bellum Armachani et Dublin- 
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The Archbishop of Armagh, wishing to be himself, too, the 
bearer of these happy tidings, on the same day addressed the 
following letter to the Internuncio : — 

** I may have written many vexatious letters to your Excellency, but 
I am sure the present one will not be so annoying, as it brings the 
news how, through the labours of the Bishop of Killaloe, a perfect con- 
cord and reconciliation has been established between the Archbishop of 
Dublin and myself. Dr. Talbot, with his brothers and nephews, and I, 
dined together, and in the evening Dr. Talbot and his brothers came to 
visit all my friends, a thing which did not tedie place before during the 

ensis composuerim, restituta utrique pace et concordia, et toti nostro clero et 
patriae charitatis et unanimitatis ezemplo : meciim ambo cum nobilissimo ac 
etrenuissimo Dubliniensis fratre CoUonello Talbot prandium hodie alacres et 
Concordes fecenint : soli Deo honor et gloria! Ultima hebdomada inter eimdem 
Colonellum et alium virum nobilem a longo jam tempore discordes cum mazimo 
patriae ac religiouis detrimento, jmcem similiter et concordiam feci, Dei adjuvants 
gratia. Jam nuUam inter nostrates alicujus note aut nominis viros discordiam 
novi ; faxit Deus pacis, et amator charitatis ut ita diu vivamus et sic prospers 
cuncta succedent. 

“ Proximo jam die in meam dioccesim sum profectunis, lalxiraturus si quid 
possum in vinea mihi commissa. Rogo non gravetur hanc enistolam remittere 
ad nostrum in curia Romana procuratorem meque semper credas futunim, &c. 

“ J. O’Molony, Bishop of Killaloe. 

“ Dublinii, 19 Nov. 1672. 

We here subjoin the briefs of Clement XI., of 20th December, 1719, by 
which he put an end to the controversy regarding the primacy, which had been 
excited again in his time. One brief is directed to Dr. M ‘Mahon, Archbishop of 
Armagh, the other to Dr. Byrne, Archbishop of Dublin. 

“ Ven. fratri. Archiep. Armacan. 

“Clemens Papa XI. 

“Venerabilis Prater, Salutem, &c. — Gravi cum animi nostri molestia 
intelleximus acre dissidium quod inter Fratcmitatem Tuam et Ven. Fratrem 
Archiep. Dublinensem, nuper exortum fuit occasionc appellationis ad tuum 
tribunal interposite nomine dilecti filii presbyteri Valentini Rivers a quodam 
decreto ejusdem Archiepi. per quod administratio Parochialis Ecclesiae Sae 
CatheriucB civitatis Dublinensis praefato Rivers ademjita, et alteri presbytero 
Kavanagh coguominato commissa fuit, quaoccasione antiquam etiamde Primatu 
coutroversiam intempestive redintegran inter vos ac restaurari ceiiisse inaudi- 
vimus. Cum autem pro pastorali quam gerimus omnium Ecclesiarum sollicitu- 
dine, muneris nostri esse arbitremur gravissimis qua? ab ejusmodi contentionibus 
oriri jHissunt malis, opportune ac cito occurrere, causam administrationis — (ante- 
dictce Ecclcsice cum omnibus illi adnexis ac ab ea depeudentibus ab utriusque 
Vestrum, et quibuscumque aliis tribimalibus, ubi earn forsitan disceptari conti- 
gerit, Apostolica Auctoritate ad nos avocandam esse ducimus et avocaviraus 
Blamque Congregationi Ven. Fratrum nostr. S. R. E. Cardinaliiun negotiis Pro- 
paganda) Fidei pneiKwitorum cognoscendam hneque debito terminandam com- 
misimus. Quapropter Fratomitati Tine tenore pnesentium injimgimus et man- 
damus ut authenticum exemplum omnium actorum ejusdem causa; quae in tua 
curia hactenus gesta fuenint ad mcmoratain Congregationem quampritniun trans- 
inittas, et iusupcr antedictis presbyteris Rivers et Kavanagh denuuciari facias 
atque pnecipias ut jura sibi competentia coram cadcm Congregatione iucunc- 
tanter deducere non j)netcrmittant. Interim vero donee causa finita fuerit 


DISPUTE hegarding tue primacy. 


335 


pa«t twelve months. We shall send all papers connected with our contro- 
versy to Eome, and whilst we await its decision, we shall live in peace 
and tranquillity. The Bishop of Eillaloe brought about a reconciliation 
also between two other Catholic gentlemen of high character and 
position : but about this and other matters T will write a more fuU 
account by another post. In the mean time I will ever be, &c. 

“Oliver Plumket. 

“ 19th Nov. 1672.” 


decemimus et declaramus preefatnm Rivera admlnistrationi controversse Paro- 
chialis Ecclce. nuUo pacto se immiscere debere, eamdemque Eccleabun adminis- 
trari volumus et mandamus a memorato Eavanagh tamquam ad id a Kobis 
specialiter delegate, sine tamen prajudicio jurium ambanun partium. Caiterum 
quoad primatum attinet, enpimus ut jura qum Ecclesis Tuie suffiagari potaveris 
prsedictm Cognis judicio discutienda proponas, cujus erit libratis a;qua lance 
utriusque partis rationum momentis ex justitise prmscripto litem deciders. Quod 
supereet Te vehementer in Dno bortamur ac achuonemus ut excitatos isthic de 
utraque contioveraia sermones e medio toll! ac penitus abolcri omni adhibito 
studio satagas, eunmue in scopnm nedum ab ant^ictis presbyteris verum etiam 
a reliquis omnibus Tibi subjectis ecclesiasticis viris silentium custodiri impense 
cures. Id aulem eo enixiiu a Te postulaimu, quo frmiut credtmus) — non alia magie 
raHone publicum scandalum aboleri ac averti |)osse gravissima pericula et detri- 
menta qua ab ejusmodi inter pnecipuos Hibemise sacros antistites oontentionibus 
et orthodoxie fidei ej usque cultoribus immincre maxime formidamus. Et Aposto- 
licam Benedictionem Fraternitati Tua; peramantcr impertimur. 

“Datum Romse, &c. die 20 Dec. 1719.” 

“ Venerabili Fratri Archiep. Dublinensi. 

“ Ven. Frater Salctem, &c. — Vehementer ut par erat comraoti sumns ex 
iis qiue de gravi contentione inter Fraternitatem Tuam et Yen. Fratrem Arebiepk 
Armacanum excitata, occasione provocationis ad hunc babitse a dilecto 6bo 
presbytero Valentino Rivera cui ademptam Paroch. Ecclas. S. Cath. istius Civi- 
tatis Dublinensis administrationcm altcri Presbytero tradidisti, niqicrrime ad nos 
allata fuerunt. Pro pastoralis itaque officii nostri debito, non solum scandalo 
quod quidem ingens ob bujusmodi dissidium et consequenter instauratam inter 
VOS veterem de primatu quwstionem istis in partibus exortum esse intelleximus, 
salubriter et opportune consulere, verum etiam gravissima pericula et detrimenta 
qute inde iu orthodoxam religionem ejusque cultores derivari jmssent, quantum 
in nobis situm est avertere et etiam arcere enpientes consilium suscepimus caiisam 
administrationis — (Here follow the same words as in the preceding letter, which 
are in a parenthesis : then the letter terminates) —non alia magis rationc pub- 
licam bonorum omnium olfensionem extingui posse, neque etiam averti mala qum 
sane ingentia a funesto hoc inter praicipuos sacros Hibemias Antistites dissidio, 
nisi celeriter componatur, in rem C'atholiam redundatura fore summa cum animi 
nostri molestia praevidemus. Et Ap. Ren. Fraternitati T. peramanter imper- 
timur. Dat. Romte, &c., die 21 Dec. 1719.” 
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PEBSKCUTION OF 16 74. 

Towards the close of 1673 the English monarch, yielding to the 
well-known bigotry of the Parliament, published an order suspend- 
ing the few favours which had been granted to the Catholics 
during the administration of Berkeley, and commanding all the 
bishops and regular clergy to depart from the kingdom.* Thus 
were too soon sadly verified the anticipations of Dr. Plunket, 
which we have already met with in many of his letters. Indeed, 
the Catholics had as yet scarce begun to taste the sweets of tolera- 
tion when this new storm of persecution was let loose against them. 
The use of arms was interdicted to them : “ they were disfran- 
chised in all corporations, and deprived of corporate honours and 
emoluments; the powers vested in the Lord Lieutenant and 
Council to regulate corporations were twisted into a legislative 
authority of new-modelling them, and of Imposing oaths and quali- 
ficationscontrary to law, and subversive of the rights of thesubject."t 

What were the sufferings of Dr. Plunket, and of the Bishop of 
Waterford, who was the companion of his flight, will be best 
learned from the letters of the primate. Soon after the publication 
of the king’s edict in Ireland, he thus writes to the luternuncio on 
27th January, 1674: — 

“I have received yours of the 12th of December, as also the letter 
sent to the companions of my sufferings, which, indeed, are very great 
in this first month of the new year; so that this year begins with a 
cloud which is truly thickening, and presages a dreadful storm, as you 
will sec from the following narrative. 

“ In the edict published against the bishops and regulars, there was 
a clause, that whatsoever bishop or regular would have his name enrolled 
on the magistrates’ list in the maritime forts, with the intention of 
taking his departure from the kingdom, should suffer no molestation ; 
nay, more, that he should be protected till a vessel would be found 
ready to sail for foreign countries. Some bishops, as Dr. Plunket, of 
Meath, and Dr. O’Molony, of Killaloe, entered their names in Dublin ; 
many of the regulars, with the Archbishop of Tuam, gave their names 
in Galway, and some others in various other parts of the kingdom, 
hoping that the storm would pass, and that peace and calm would be soon 

• “ Portano gl’idtimi avvisi di Londra che d Ro per incontrare le soddis- 
fazioni del Parlamento, avesse inviato ordiue in Ibernia per I’espulsione dei 
Vescovi Cattolici e di tutti i Religiosi e sacerdoti t»ltino i parochi ; con la proi- 
bizionc delle armi a tutti i Cattolici fuori che ai nobili della sola spada.” — Letta. 
del Intemunz. Falcouieri. 9 Nov. 1673. 

t History of the Irish Cath., by Mathew O’Conor, page 105. 
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restored. Quite the contrary, however, happened. The Viceroy, on 
the 10th, or thereabouts, of this month, published a further proclama- 
tion that the registered clergy should bo treated with the greatest 
rigour. Another, but secret, order was also given to all the magis- 
trates and sheriffs that the detectives should seek out, both in the cities 
and throughout the country, the other bishops and regulars ; I and ray 
companion no sooner received intelligence of this than, on the 18th of 
this month (styl. vet.) which was Sunday, after Vespers, being the 
festival of the Chair of St. Peter, we deemed it necessary to take to 
our heels ; the snow fell heavily, mixed with hail-stones, which were 
very hard and large ; a cutting north wind blew in our faces, and the 
snow and hail beat so dreadfully in our eyes, that to the present we 
have scarcely been able to see with them. Often we were in danger in 
the valleys of being lost and suffocated in the snow, till at length we 
arrived at the house of a reduced gentleman who had nothing to lose ; 
but, for our misfortune, he had a stranger in his house, by whom we 
did not wish to be recognized : hence we were placed in a large garret, 
without chimney and without fire, where we have been during the past 
eight days : may it redound to the glory of God, the salvation ^f our 
souls, and of the flocks entrusted to our charge. So dreadful was the hail 
and cold, that the running of the eyes both of my companion and my- 
self has not ceased as yet, and I feel that I shall lose more than one 
tooth, so frightful is the pain they give me ; my companion, moreover, 
was attacked with rheumatism in one arm, so that he can scarcely move 
it. In a word, we may say with truth, that fuga nostra fuit in hieme et 
in salbato ; that is on Sunday, and the feast of the Chair of St. Peter ; 
blessed be God who granted us the favour of suffering, not only for the 
Chair of St. Peter, but on the very day dedicated to the feast of that 
chair, which, resting on a rock, will, as I hope, in the end break the 
violence of these tempestuous waves. 

“ Though I have not as yet heard of the arrest of any, except a 
certain Father Eugene Cogli (Quigley), of the order of St. Dominick, 
Prior of Tuam, and a Father Francis Brennan, in Mullingar, neverthe- 
less, I fear that for the future room will be wanting in the prisons, so 
many will be arrested ; for, as I am informed, the sheriffs and magis- 
trates of the king received orders to hunt out the bishops and regulars, 
searching for them even in private houses. May God assist us. I 
make you my reverence, “ Thomas Cox.* 

“ The 27th January (styl. vet.) 1674.” 

Dr. Brennan added the following lines to this letter : — 

“ On the 14lh of December I gave an account to your Excellency of 
mj' flight, and of the occasion of it. Up to the present God has pro- 
tected me in the company of my old Roman companion ; we have been 
together, sharing the same fate for the last two months, and ho has described 
above its annoyances. The spies, however, occasion still greater anxiety, 
for we are at every moment exposed to them, especially now that the Lord 
Lieutenant has avowed his determination to carry the proclamation into 

• This was the nssiimeJ name of the Archbishop of Armagh. 
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effect, and for this purpose has already published a new edict. We 
trust, in the mercy of God, that Ho will give us grace to endure all this, 
and conform ourselves to His holy will. I will not fatigue your Excel- 
lency by detailing the sad news with which our island is full at the 
present time. May God console us, and grant many years to your 
Excellency, &c. 

“27, January, 1674. “John op WATBapoED.’' 

Even after these lines of Dr. Brennan, the primate added 
another postscript, in which he writes’: — 

“ At the moment of closing this, I received two letters from London, 
one of the 10th of January, the other of the 12th, and they bring but 
little consolation or hope. The Parliament made an order that no Ca- 
tholic could lodge within ten miles of London, and they sent away all 
the Catholics that have a permanent residence there. The Parliament 
commenced a suit against the Duke of Buckingham, the Duke of Lau- 
derdale, (a Scotchman), and the Earl of Arlington, Secretary of State, 
and it ^s feared that the result will not be too favourable to them. It 
is also said that the Duke of Ormond will be brought upon the stage, 
and subjected to trial. They obliged the Duke of York and four of the 
Catholic nobility to take the oath of allegiance ; they are also making 
an investigation whether there are Catholics in the army. The Parlia- 
ment is altogether inclined to peace with Holland, and to w^ar against 
France ; they raise great difficulties about giving money to the king, 
either to carry on war, or to pay his debts. If such rigour is shown 
against the Catholics in the chief and model city, London, there can be 
but little prospect of relief for us in this country. No matter; the 
mercy of God is greater than all human efforts and machinations. 

“ You are reverenced by 

“ Thomas Cox.” 

About a fortnight later Dr. Plunket again wrote to the Inter- 
nuncio, giving further accounts of the laws enacted by Parliament, 
and although his letter presents no additional particulars as to his 
own immediate sufferings, still it reveals to us his ardent desire to 
suffer for the faith, and the true heroism of Christian charity 
which glowed in his breast: — 

“ Wc are here in still greater fear and trembling, for our neighbour^ a 
house is on fire. In Scotland, the Parliament enacted that for the 
future it should be considered high treason to hear Mass. It would 
seem that the days of Nero and Domitian and Diocletian have returned ; 
the penalty of this crime of high treason is to be embowelled and quar- 
tered. So thus we shall have the blood of martyrs in abundance to 
fertilize the Church. It is true, that in Scotland proper, there are but 
few Catholic families ; but in the Hebrides there about 4,000 Catholic 
families, and I gave a long account of these islands to Mgr. Airoldi. 
If Scotland is in tears, England has little motive for rejoicing. The 
Parliament did nothing from the 7th of January to the 27th but 
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discuss matters of religion, and the result of all their deliberations was 
to assail the Catholics; they framed a new oath, to bo taken by all the 
Catholics resident in London, and amongst its other beautiful clauses, 
there is one which deserves to be remarked, that forsooth the Pope is a 
heretic. Whosoever refuses to take this oath is, ipso factOy condemned ; 
and amongst the other penalties, he shall lose three-fourths of his goods. 
They also enacted, that the sons and daughters of the Duke of York 
should have a Protestant tutor, and should be removed from his palace, 
on account of his wife being Catholic, lest they, too, should be Catholics. 
They passed another bill declaring it unlawful for the king, or for any 
of the royal family, to marry a Catholic without the license and con- 
sent of the Parliament. I remember the inscription which was over 
the entrance of Castle Gandolfo, q%d potenti majora negaty minora per- 
mittit. The king can choose any servants he pleases, but he cannot 
choose a wife ; at this rate in a little while he will not be able to send 
away a coachman without taking off his hat to Parliament ; it is thus 
this bestia muUoi'um capitum puts its foot upon his neck, (you remember 
the expression of your father). It was also commanded, under the 
strictest penalties, that all the sons of Catholics throughout the* whole 
kingdom should be educated in the Protestant tenets. It was even 
proposed that all the priests of the whole kingdom should bo imprisoned 
for life. The treaty of peace proposed by Holland, and favoured by the 
Spanish ambassador, diverted their attention, and at present engrosses 
their thoughts ; in my opinion, however, this peace will not be made, 
for the Dutch are resolved to fish in the British Ocean, and on the coasts 
of Greenland, whilst the English are equally determined not to yield 
these fisheries to them. 

“ I had almost forgotten to mention another clause of the oath of 
abjuration, forsooth, that when the priest pronounces the words of 
Christ, there is present naught but the mere substance of bread and wine. 
Were they to speak only of their own ministers, and say that after their 
ceremonies, and the pronoimcing of the words of Christ, there was 
nothing but the substance of bread and wine, which might well be 
offered to Ceres or Bacchus, it would be true enough ; for when their 
ministers recite these words, they not only pronounce our formula of 
consecration, but deliver a sermon, and this at a distance from the bread 
and wine, and, as they themselves avow, pronounce the form as a gratia- 
rum actioy not as a consecratio aut benedictio; moreover, when the minister 
has not received a valid ordination, it matters little how he pronounces 
the words, for it is certain they will have no efficacy. 

In fine, listen to another edict, or proclamation, which was pub- 
lished on the 24th of last month, and commanded that the 4th of 
iFcbruary should be observed as a solemn fast : behold, a general fast 
now intimated. And for what purpose ? To invoke and implore the 
Divine assistance against the dreadful machinations and plottings of the 
Papists. You may easily imagine in what affliction and confusion we 
are. But non est abbreviata manus Domini qui dissipat consilia et co- 
mitia principum hujus sceouli et reprobat cogitationes eorum. These times 
are like to the primitive church ; and I hope that the church will once 
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more bo rendered glorious, and be enriched with the sufferings and 
martydoms of its northern children, who are humble and devoted 
servants, and imitators of Christ and the Apostles, and that the adverse 
storm will aid us more even than the favouring breeze. 

ITiese edicts, and proclamations, and decrees, do not as yet regard 
Ireland, for it is not expressly mentioned in them ; but I think there 
is, as usual, no danger of their forgetting us. Should they come to us, 
God be praised, we shall welcome them, aut patiemur aut moriemur : at 
least, we will not be mercenaries ; with the halter round our throat, 
they shall have to drag us to the vessel, for otherwise we shall not 
abandon the sheep or the lambs. I beseech you to procure for us the 
prayers of the servants of God, that thus Deus nos protegat a con- 
ventu malignantium, and may grant to us the gift of holy perseverance, 
and you are reverenced by your most obliged and devoted servant, 

Thomas Cox. 

“ 12th Feb. 1674.” 

Dr. Brennan adds to this letter a few lines, but Instead of 
subscribing either his name, or even his initials, he only writes 
in the end: “ My writing is sufficiently known.” 

This postscript is as follows : — 

“ From the place of our refuge I, in union with my companion, 
cordially revere your Excellency, though I have nothing to add to 
what my companion has written. Even in this desert he has a most 
exact correspondence from all parts, and this is the greatest temporal 
consolation that w'o enjoy. Such correspondence, however, costs him 
a great deal. 

“ From the desert, the 13th Feb. 1674.” 

The only provision which had been made by the primate for 
this flight and concealment, as he mentions in one of his letters, 
was a collection of books, and with these and his loved com- 
panion, this time of persecution, despite its dangers and suf- 
ferings, must have been to him one of peace and heavenly calm. 
He was often obliged to change his abode. If the place of 
refuge, just described in the preceding letters, was so ill pro- 
vided with any convenience, that it seemed a piison rather than 
an abode, the hut to which, at other times, he was compelled to 
retreat, seems to have likened him still more to the martyrs of 
the primitive Church. “ The hut in which Dr. Brennan and 
myself have taken refuge (he writes towards the close of 1673), 
is made of straw; when we lie down to rest, through the 
openings of the roof, we can see the stars ; and when it rains, 
we are refreshed, even at the head of the bed, by each suc- 
cessive shower.” At this period, too, a little oaten bread was 
their only support ; “ yet,” the primate adds, “ we choose rathe^' 
to die of hunger and cold than to abandon our flochs^ since it would 
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he shame ful for those spiritual soldiers to become mercenaries, who 
were trained in Rome.” (15 Dec. 1673 ) 

The other accounts of the persecution of this year corroborate 
the narrative of Dr. Plunket. Thus, the Bishop of Clogher, Dr. 
Patrick Duffy, in his letter of 22nd May, 1674* addressed to 
Cardinal Altieri, whilst he seems to be aware that the primate 
had recently sent a narrative of their sufferings, “ de his fusius 
Illmus. Ardmachanus vobis scripsit et qualiter ipsi nobiles aut 
amici nequeunt nec audent nobis succurrere ratione publici 
edict! noviter hie editi contra ecclesiasticos et eorum fautores,” 
he adds, that the whole kingdom was most afflicted, that the 
persecution raged with such fury that he did not dare to appear 
in public, but bad fled to the mountains and morasses — “ mon- 
tibus et paludibus,” to seek a place of refuge. All means of 
support had been cut off from him, so that unless some aid were 
sent from Rome death from starvation should be his lot; “Never- 
thelfss,” he continues, “ I am resolved not to abandon my flock, 
and never to depart hence unless when dragged away a prisoner, 
or decked with the martyr’s palm:” “ hinc nisi ex carcere vel 
cum martyril palma, statui non discedere.” 

The superior of the Capuchins, Father Patrick Bamewall, 
writes in a like strain from London to Cardinal Spinola: — 

“ I have once more returned from Ireland to England, as the per- 
secution is far more intolerable there than it is here. In Ireland no 
one, under penalty of losing all that he possesses, can receive a religious 
into his house ; all the convents, as well as all preaching, are rigor- 
ously interdicted ; the secular priests alone are tolerated, in order not 
to excite public tumults. In London twenty-five scudi are given to 
whosoever discovers a priest ; so your Excellency may imagine in 
what manner we are able to live here. Nevertheless the bounty of 
God displays the wonders of his mercy to the confusion of the perse- 
cutors, for every day witnesses new conversions to truth.” 

This persecution seems to have continued during the whole of 
the year 1674: even in the first months of the following year the 
Parliament threatened its renewal with still more rigorous edicts, 
and on the 5th of March, 1675, Dr. Plunket thus wrote to Mon- 
signor Ravizza, Secretary of the Sacred Congregation : — 

“ You will have already hoard how a few days ago new rigorous 
edicts were published in England against the Catholics, so that we arc 
here cum timore et tremore. Should they affect us here we must fiy 
once more to the woods and caverns {fugiemus ad sylcas, et monies, et ad 
speluneas), in which we have now for fifteen months passed a severe 
novitiate.” 

* See Appendix, No. 61. 
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However, this new storm seems not to have reached the Irish 
shores, and Heaven granted a few years peace, of which the 
primate untiringly availed himself to visit anew the various dis- 
tricts of his province to correct abuses, and sanction salutary laws 
of discipline for the safe guidance of the faithful people entrusted 
to his care. 


CHAPTER XX. 

DR. PLUNKET DECIDES THE CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE 
DOMINICANS AND FRANCISCANS. 

Dr. Plunket, at the very outset of his episcopate, found the 
regular clergy of his province divided into two conflicting parties 
regarding the respective rights of the Franciscans and Dominicans 
to solicit the alms of the faithful in the dioceses of Armagh, 
Down, Dromore, and Clogher. Many flourishing convents of 
the Dominican order had existed in the province of Armagh, 
and even in the dioceses which we have mentioned, till the ruthless 
invasion of the Covenanters laid waste everything that was national 
or sacred in our island. On the restoration of King Charles II. to 
the British crown, and on some liberty being accorded for the erec- 
tion of religious houses, the Franciscan friars were the first to 
re-establish convents in the province of Armagh, and especially 
claimed to themselves that privilege in the dioceses referred to. 
From the Dominican house of Sligo, somewhat later, a holy 
community went forth to gather the scattered stones of the sanc- 
tuary, and re-inhabit their ancient convents of Gaula, in the 
diocese of Clogher, of Carlingford, in Armagh, and Villa-Nova, in 
Down. To their surprise they discovered that these convents 
were in the hands of other religious, and that even their claim 
was controverted to solicit the alms of the faithful in these 
dioceses. The controversy soon grew warm, and an appeal was 
made to the Holy See. To our primate was entrusted without 
delay supreme authority to examine the respective claims of both 
parties, and pronounce definitive sentence regarding this contro- 
versy. It was with reluctance that Dr. Plunket accepted of this 
commission from Rome, so conscious was he of the torrent of 
calumny and reproach to which he would be consequently ex- 
posed. 

“ If I decide in favour of the Dominicans,” he thus writes, on the 
16th of April, 1071, “ behold the whole body of Franciscans will write 
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and publish a thousand things and a thousand calumnies against me, 
and that this primate is an enemy of the Franciscans, &o., and vice versa, 
if I decide in favour of the FVanciscans. Notwithstanding all this, 
should your Excellency and the Internuncio write to me and state that 
I have power to decide their controversies, and command me to decide 
the matter, I shall intrepidly obey; and I am sure that my decision will 
have effect. 

As regards formulas of allegiance or remonstrances, since that which 
we presented in June last, and which was accepted by the Viceroy, 
nothing further has been intimated to us ; and I know the present 
Viceroy will give us no annoyance of that sort, for he is aware that 
Walsh is a knave, and that he excites these disturbances for his own 
private ends. The Viceroy is a moderate and prudent man ; but 
should the Government be changed, God knows what may ensue.” 

On the commands of the Holy See being communicated to 
him, he no longer hesitated to apply himself to this arduous 
work; and on the 7 th of June, 1671, he thus expresses his deter- 
mination, whatsoever the consequences might be, to deliver his 
decision in accordance with the rules of equity and justice: — 

“ The differences between the Franciscans and Bominicans will be 
judged in every part of the province, conformable to the commands of 
your Excellency ; and in doing so I will rather appeal to your authority 
than to my own. To say the truth, this decision is an arduous and stormy 
matter ; after all my toils I shall gather no fruit but tbe tboms of 
calumny and falsehood. I shall only summon one procurator at a time 
from each of the three controverted convents, and I will receive their 
allegations and proofs, and afterwards give sentence in conformity 
with these proofs and documents, pereat mundus et fiat jmtitia, si fraetus 
illahatur orbis, impavidum ferient ruinee.” 

Before pronouncing sentence. Dr. Plunket held a visitation in each 
of the four mentioned dioceses, and by letter of 29th July, 1671, 
whilst he details the many expenses in which he had been in- 
volved in consequence of the many commissions from Rome, he 
communicates to the Internuncio the result of his deliberations : — 

“ I received yours of the 22nd of June, with the letter annexed, and 
this package cost me three scudi and a-half. My poor purse is not 
able to meet this and like expense of letters. I will not be wanting in 
toiling and offering my services, and giving an account of everything 
that occurs ; but unless some assistance comes to me from that quarter 
the pen must fall from my bands. I expended during the past year 
125 scudi in letters alone, and since the month of May ten scudi. If 
the Sacred Congregation will defray the expense of the letters, I will 
not fail to work and to write. Moreover, if the Sacred Congregation 
be desirous that I should continue the schools which I commenced, it 
will be necessary to give the stipend of missionary priests to three 
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Jesuits who teach them, for I am unable, nor can I for the future sup> 
port them ; and thus the work which I commenced and carried on for 
one year will fall to tho ground, to the great spiritual detriment of the 
kingdom. 

“ I visited my diocese, and I was also in the dioceses of Down, 
Dromore, and Clogher, to examine the controversies of the Dominicans 
and Franciscans about their convents and their respective boundaries. 
In Down it is certain that the Dominicans had a convent called 
de Villa-Nova. But the existence of their convent in Clogher is 
only attested by an old parchment book, written many years ago, 
which contains the annals of that diocese : and some old persons attest 
that before the war of Cromwell there were Dominicans in that diocese, 
who went around to quest, in consequence of these convents: the 
Franciscans, however, always opposed them. Now as to my diocese, 
the Dominicans have the convent of Carlingford, but the 'Franciscans 
pretend that it should not belong to them. I examined the matter, 
and having heard the witnesses, I find that the Dominicans had formerly 
a convent there, and that its old walls are yet standing. But the 
Franciscans have this argument against them, that for many years, and 
almost within the memory of man, the Dominicans were not permanently 
in these convents, and that therefore these convents must be considered 
as abandoned ; and that, moreover, the Dominicans have lost the right 
to quest in these parts, on account of the prescription which now exists 
in favour of the Franciscans. To this the Dominicans reply, that 
tempore perieeutionii dormiunt prascriptionei, (during persecutions, 
prescription is of no avail), and that these convents were abandoned 
for many years only on account of the persecution. It cost me a great 
deal of expense, and a great deal of fatigue, to examine the matter in 
the three dioceses. 

“ Oliver of Abhaoh. 

“ To the Intemuncio Tanari, Brussels.” 

The primate seems to ha've deferred his final decision for six 
weeks after the date of this letter to the Internuncio. Writing 
to the same Monsignor Tanari on the 28th of September following, 
he informs him, that having maturely examined the whole matter, 
and having associated with himself three prudent counsellors, he 
had at length promulgated his decision in favour of the Domi- 
nican Fathers: — 

" With extreme fatigue I examined, in three dioceses, during the 
month of July last, the controversy between the Dominicans and the 
Franciscans, not without risk even of my health ; and before giving 
sentence, I called three consultors, forsooth, the Bishop of Meath, Dr. 
Oliver Dease, a man of great skill and experience, and Dr. Thomas 
Fitzsymons, that thus I might not presume on my own prudence ; and 
then I gave my decision in favour of the Dominicans, and I will send 
a copy of it to your Excellency.” 

. The definitory decree of Dr. Plunket was not published till the 
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11th of October following, when it was printed and promulgated 
at Drogheda : it has already been published in the often quoted 
repertory of the records of our Irish Church, the “ Hibernia 
Dominicana” of Dr. De Burgo, page 129, and runs as follows:* 

“ We, Oliver, by the grace of God, Archbishop of Armagh, and 
Primate of all Ireland, to all Bishops, Prelates, Parish Priests, and 
Curates of the dioceses of Armagh, Clogher, Down, and Dromore, 
blessing and eternal welfare in the Lord. 

“ As many disputes and controversies have arisen between the 
Dominican Fathers and the Franciscans in the dioceses of Armagh, &c., 
in regard of certain convents and their limits, for deciding which, we, 
in addition to our ordinary authority, also received delegate power from 
the Holy See, we, in order to proceed with legality and method, visited, 
not without great labour and expense, each of the dioce.»es in which the 
aforesaid controversies and disputes were carried on, and we received 
the allegations and proofs of both sides. 

“ Moreover, not to rest on our own prudence, having called to our 
deliberations the Most Illustrious and Most Rev. Patrick,! Bishop of 
Meath, his Vicar-General, the Very Rev. Dr. Oliver Dease, and the Very 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Fitzsymons, Vicar-General of Kilmore, wo maturely 
pondered and discussed the aforesaid allegations and proofs. As, 
therefore, it is manifest, from the produced documents and proofs, that 
the Dominicans possessed the convent of Gaula, in the diocese of 
Clogher, the convent of Villa-Nova, in Down, and the convent of 
Carlingford, in Armagh, we, with the council and suffrages of the 
aforesaid consultors, by this present ordain and decree that the Domi- 
nicans in the said dioceses may ask for alms, and quest as the other 
Religious do. But as to the diocese of Dromore, in which neither the 
Dominicans nor the Franciscans have a convent, the Dominicans are 
not to be prevented from questing there so often as they present to the 
ordinary of the diocese the permission of their superiors. We, there- 
fore, impose on all and each of you, and strictly command you, under 
penalty of suspension, which will be ipso facto incurred, to obey this 
our decree and order, laying aside every excuse and tergiversation. 

“ In sign of which, &c., 

“ Oliver of Armagh, 

“ Tot. Hib. Primas.” 

“Dundalk, 11th October, 1671. 

* See Appendix No. 42. The printed copy of this decree is dated “ Dundalk, 
the 11th of October, 1671 the MS. copy sent to the Intern uncio, and by him 
transmitted to Rome on 24th October, 1671, is directed “ e loco nostri refugii,” 
without date, and signed “OUverius Arraacanus, Totius Hibernue Primas.” 
The decree, printed by De Burgo, corresiionds with some other ancient jmnted 
copies, which are preserved in the Roman archives. The only difference is 
where De Burgo substituted an etc. for brevity sake, instead of the name of the 
dioceses. 

t Not Patrick Cusack, as De Burgo erroneously remarks, but Patrick Plunket, 
who was transferred from the see of Ardagh to Meath in 1669, and governed it 
till his death in 1679. letter of Dr. Plunket, 30th November, 1679. 
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Notwithstanding this decision of the primate, the controversy 
continued still to be warmly agitated on both sides. The laity, 
for the greater part, united with the Franciscans, and an imposing 
petition, bearing an endless list of names of the laity, was for- 
warded to Rome, expressing their desire that the Franciscans 
alone should be allowed to quest in these dioceses, and claiming, 
at the same time, the three disputed convents for that order. It 
was only the renewal of the persecution in 1673 that hushed, for 
awhile, this controversy: and Dr. Plunket, writing on the 15th 
December, 1673, declares that this point, at least, had been 
obtained by the persecution ; — 

“ All the convents and novitiates have been destroyed, and the 
novices are scattered. This last decree has put an end to the dissen- 
sions of the Dominicans and Franciscans about the questing and the 
three convents.” 

With the return of peace there re-appeared on the stage asser- 
tors of each party’s respective rights, and it was only in 1678 that 
the question was finally set at rest, when, as is recorded in the 
Acts of Propaganda, a formal letter was sent by the Holy See, 
confirming the former decision of the Archbishop of Armagh. 

This continuance of the controversy produced one happy fruit, 
for we owe to it a more full and detailed account from the pen of 
the primate himself of the course which he pursued in deciding it. 

The following is his letter of 8th September, 1672, addressed 
to Monsignor Baldeschi, Secretary of the Sacred Congregation of 
Propaganda 

% 

“ I examined the controversy between the Dominicans and Francis- 
cans of the province of Armagh by the authority delegated from Rome, 
as well as by my ordinary authority, and finding the reasons produced 
by the Dominicans to be the stronger, I gave judgment in their favour. 
The Franciscans, however, have appealed to the Holy See from my 
decision, and sent a special agent to Rome to prosecute their appeal; and 
hence I deem it necessary to send to your excellency an account of the. 
whole matter with as much brevity as possible. 

The Dominican Fathers of this province have three convents, about 
which there exists no controversy, that is, the convent of Drogheda, of 
Derry, and of Rannina, or Culrahan ; about these there is no dispute.* 
All the controversy is about three other convents, videlicet, of Yilla- 
Nova, in the diocese of Down, of Gaula in Clogher, and of Carlingford 
in my diocese. 

* This justifies the opinion of De Burgo, “ Hib. Dom.” page 130, and refutes 
Dr. Crolly, page 43. 
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"^1 went to the county Down, called the contending parties, and 
found the clearest evidence that the convent of Villa-Nova belonged to 
the Dominicans. St. Antoninus mokes mention of it in the third part of 
his history; and Sir James Ware, in his book “ de Antiquitatibua 
Hib“.” speaking of the convent of D8wn, page 212, thus says : “ Con- 
ventut ordini» Prxdicaiorum introduetut e»t anno 1244, tt Capitula gus- 
dem ordinii thi habita sunt annis 1298 et 1312.' ssdet in territorio d« 
Ardes props littus marts; and witnesses were produced who swore that 
they had seen Dominicans of this convent questing in the diocese of 
Down before the war of Cromwell. 

" In the diocese of Armagh I summoned before mo the parties who 
were contending about the convent of Carlingford : the Dominicans 
produced again the authority of Ware, who, at page 203, writes thus : 

‘ Carlingfordia convsntus ordinis Pradieatorum : Comites Ultonia 
patroni fuerunt.' They, moreover, produced an instrument of the tenth 
year of Henry VIII., by which a citizen of Carlingford, named Mari- 
man, made over a bouse and garden to the Dominicans of the convent 
of Carlingford. Again, in the ‘ Dublin Begister,’ which is called 
‘ Defective Titles,' mention is made of this convent of the Dominicans of 
Carlingford ; and they also adduced the evidence of old persons who 
had seen some Dominican Friars residing near this convent before the 
war of Cromwell. 

“ I went to the diocese of Clogher, and near Enniskillen, in the con- 
vent of the Franciscan Friars, o^led the contending parties : the Domi- 
nicans adduced the authority of the ancient annals of that town, written 
in the Irish language, which give the name of the convent of Oaula, the 
year in which it was founded, the Pope in whose pontificate it was 
founded for the Dominicans. They also brought forward the testimony 
of an old priest, who swore that be heard from his father that the con- 
vent of Gaula belonged to the Dominicans ; they also produced other 
witnesses who gave like evidence. 

“ Now, on the other hand, the Franciscans could bring forward 
nothing but negative arguments, that is, the signatures of those who 
attested that they had never seen or heard of the Dominicans being in 
these convents ; that the people were not able to support both Domini- 
cans and Franciscans; that the secular clergy were opposed to the 
Dominicans. They went about seeking the signatures of the gentry 
and others against the Dominicans ; and what is more strange, they 
even went to Protestant gentlemen, asking them to speak to me against 
the Dominicans, and, de facto, many of these spoke to me, and almost 
threatened me if I did not remove the Dominicans from these dioceses. 

“ The Franciscans, moreover, added, that the Dominicans, in case 
these convents once belonged to them, must nevertheless have lost their 
right to them, having abandoned and deserted them for many years, so 
that prescription now holds against them. The Dominicans, however, 
replied, that in the time of war, pestilence, and persecution, no pre- 
scription can hold good against those who abandon their convents. 

“ These were, in substance, the principal arguments on both sides, 
which, with the whole of the proceedings, I submitted to the Bishop of 
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Meath, to Br. Thomas Fitzeymons, Vicar-General of Kilmore, and to 
Dr. Oliver Dease, Vicar-General of Meath : they were of opinion that I 
should decide in favour of the Dominicans ; and I did so. 

“ Here it must be remarked that the Dominicans, after the persecu- 
tion of Cromwell, and on the r^toration of the king, that is seven 
or eight years before I came to this country, came to reside in these 
dioceses, near these convents : so that it was not I that introduced 
them there, but I found them already in possession. Now, considering 
the arguments adduced by the Dominicans, and considering that I 
found them already in possession of their residences in these dioceses — 
considering, too, the great good that they do ; having able preachers, 
and learned men ; in fine, considering that both orders have sufficient 
for their support in these dioceses — for they thus supported themselves 
during the past ten years, notwithstanding their disputes, and were 
they to live in peace, they would be far better supported, for many 
persons being scandalized at their dissensions, will give no alms to either 
of them, in consideration of which things I deemed myself obliged in 
conscience to deliver judgment in favour of the Dominicans. 

** The sentence being published the Franciscans appealed to the Holy 
See, and it seemed as though hell itself was let loose against me. 
Amongst the accusations it was stated that I gave judgment non auditis 
partihm : and yet the Very F. Paul O’Neil, who goes £is their Procu- 
rator to Rome, was present in the diocese of Down when I heard both 
parties, as were also Dr. Ronan Magin, Vicar-Apostolic of Dromore, 
and twenty other priests and friars. In the diocese of Ologher the 
examination was held in the Convent of the Franciscans themselves, 
and whilst I was holding this session I got a severe attack of illness. 
As to my own diocese, it is a most notorious matter that I heard them ; 
and, the concourse was so great, even though at some miles distance 
from the city, that it requires down-right barefacedness to say I did not 
examine the matter. However, they threaten me, and that, too, very 
often, that they will treat me as they treated my predecessor, Richard 
of Armagh,* who was summoned to Avignon, and died there of grief. 
The guardian of Dundalk told me this to my face. 

It is unnecessary for me to say any more, as your Excellency has 
both prudence and solicitude to arrange the matter properly. I pray 
3 'ou to show this letter, as also all my other letters, to Dr. Peter Creagh, 
our agent in Rome, that thus he may be informed as to the affairs of 
the province, and I shall ever remain, 

“ Your most obliged and affectionate servant, 

Oliver of Armagh. 

Dundalk, 8th Sept., 1672.” 

The accusation of his not having heard both sides of the con- 
troversy seems to have been the one on which his adversaries 


• Richard Fitz-Ralph, who was appointed Archbishop of Armagh in 1347, 
and died in Avignon in 1360. (See Ware.) 
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most relied ; and hence Dr. Plunket more than once refers to it 
In his letters. In his letter of the 4th February, 1672, he thus 
replies to that accusation : — 

“ I already sent to your Excellency the attestation of Ardel 
Matthews, or Mao Mahon, Vicar-Forane of the diocese of Clogher, to 
the effect that I heard both sides in that diocese; and that I laboured 
even so as to bring on a serious illness. I now send a like attestation 
of Dr. Bonan Magin, Vicar-Apostolic of Dromore, in regard of the 
Convent of Villa-Nova, in the diocese of Down; and in Dromore, so 
great was the concourse of friars, priests and others, that we all ran 
great risk of being imprisoned by a nobleman very hostile to our reli- 
gion. But the son-in-law of the High Chancellor was my friend, and 
possessing great influence in the county of Down, prevented his evil 
designs. Now, Monsignore, how can they have the audacity to circu- 
late such falsehoods, that, forsooth, I did not hold an investigation, 
and that I did not hear both parties, whilst, when engaged in hearing 
them two accidents happened which were so notorious that there was 
not a corner of the whole province but was filled with them, all talking 
about my illness, and the risk of imprisonment.” 

We shall give in the Appendix the attestation of the Vicar- 
Apostolic of Dromore, the only one we have been able to dis- 
cover. In it he declares that about the 24th of June, 1671, the 
primate for three days held his session in Dromore, and heard 
the reasons of the conflicting parties about the convent of Villa- 
nova: and that he, with all his party, incurred great risk on 
account of the bigotry of George Randon, who would fain believe 
that they were plotting a rebellion, and under this pretence 
sought their incarceration. 

A letter of Dr. Fitzsymons, Vicar-general of Kilmore, has also 
been preserved to us, written on 7th September, 1670. In it he 
eulogizes the untiring zeal of the primate in celebrating synods 
and sanctioning ecclesiastical discipline, and declares that the 
claim of the Dominicans had in its favour “ antiqua documenta, 
vestigia locorum, et annales patrim pervetustos, qrws ipsemet vidi in 
antiqua membrana exscripios et apud antiquarium dicti coinitatua 
FermaJiice custoditos” (See this letter in Appendix, No. 51 ) 
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JANSENISM IN IRELAND. 

In one of those meetings which were held towards the close of 
the past year (1859), and which will surely form a glorious epoch 
in the history of the Irish Church, an eloquent speaker well 
observed that Ultramontanism (for such is, now-a-days, the trite 
designation of Catholic doctrine) was as if implanted by nature 
’ itself in the very soil of Ireland. Hence Protestantism never 
cast any roots there ; and hence, too, Jansenism, with its affiliate 
Gallicanism, could never take any hold on the affections of 
Irishmen. 

About the year 1665, indeed, a few students of Paris and 
Louvain had had their minds contaminated with the doctrines of 
Jansenius, and on their return to Ireland sought to disseminate 
them in some districts. Gerard Ferrall, afterwards Vicar-Apostolic 
of Ardagh, when agent of the Archbishop of Armagh in Rome, 
addressed to Clement IX. an earnest appeal to have chief pastors 
appointed to the vacant sees : — “ The continued series of bishops,’* 
he says, “ was the chief means by which faith was so well pre- 
served, and by their authority and piety and counsel and vigilance, , 
not only was the Irish nation itself preserved Catholic, but also 
many foreign heretics, with their children and families, were 
converted to the faith:” and subsequently he adds, as an urgent 
motive for appointing bishops, especially at that period,* “ that 
there were some who now sought to introduce and disseminate 
Jansenism'' throughout Ireland. 

Peter Walsh, to whose name a sad notoriety is attached in the 
annals of our country, seems to have been amongst those who 
cherished the doctrines and principles of Jansenius. When a 
member of the Franciscan order in Louvain, he became acquainted 
with, and an admirer of, that broacher of novel doctrines : to him 
Walsh dedicated his public thesis on philosophy, and when the 
heretical work, Augustinus^ was" printed, after the death of Janse- 
nius, he boasts of having been the first to read its proof sheets as 

• 

* “ Non alia potior videtur fuisse ratio, quam Episcopomm contimia euccessio 
in illo Kegno, quorum auctoritate, pietate, consilio ac vigilantia non solum ipsa 
natio Hibemica j)erman8it Catholica venun etiam advenae multi hajretici cum 

prole ct familiis ad ddem conversi sunt Etenim imprimis necessitas ita 

X>ostulat ob Janseuismum a nonnullis eo introductum et disseminatum.’* 
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they came from the press* All the later efforts of this unfor- 
tunate man to induce the Irish clergy to adopt his Remonstrance 
was but an attempt to realize in practice the teaching of Jansenius, 
for which, in early life, he h'ad professed so great an esteem. 

Whilst Dr. Talbot, Archbishop of Dublin, won for himself the 
title of malleus Remonstrantium^ by his unceasing opposition to 
Peter W alsh and his followers, Dr. Plunket was not less actively 
engaged, in union with Dr. Brennan, of Waterford, in checking 
the silent current of Jansenism, and in exposing the secret evil 
which threatened to infect our “sainted isle.” Some of the decrees 
of the synods of Clones and Ardpatrick were directed against the 
consequences of these erroneous doctrines ; and the necessity of 
thus enacting special decrees against them sufficiently attests the 
activity with which the agents of error sought to disseminate 
these doctrines. On the 27th of March, 1677, Dr. Plunket 
writes from Dublin to Cardinal Altieri, Cardinal Protector of 
Ireland, detailing the pernicious errors by which the purity of 
faith was assailed, and asking for some remedy from Rome to 
check the growing evil; — 

“ Though the Parliament lately held in London fills us with alarm 
by its edicts, threatening to despoil the Catholics of their lands and 
possessions, yet the Catholics of these kingdoms are far more terrified 
at the spiritual calamities which seem impending, from the remains of 
Jansenism, and the novelties which continue yet to spread in France 
and Belgium : for it is from various parts of these countries that spiri- 
tual labourers come to cultivate this vineyard. You are already aware 
of how dangerous the doctrines are which, in their printed trewjts, are 
circulated everywhere, concerning the infallibility of the Roman Pon- 
tiff, — the authority of St. Augustine, as if it were superior to the defi- 
nitions of Rome, — the invalidity of absolution without the perfect love 
of God, — the necessity of reforming in many things the worship of God, 
of the Blessed Virgin, and the saints, — reproving frequent recourse to the 
sacrament of penance, — deferring absolution solely on account of relapse 
or any grievous sin (which gradually deters the faithful from approach- 
ing this sacrament), — reproving the custom of seeking absolution of 
mere venial sins, — declaring that invincible ignorance of the natural 
law can never excuse from sin, — and that works of virtue, unless they 
proceed from the pure love of God, are never free from sin, and not only 
do not tend to our salvation, but are absolutely vicious. 

“ These, and many other things repugnant to the constant teaching 
and practice of the Church, are a source of much anxiety to us ; but, 
besides the sad results as regards our faithful people, an occasion also 
may be given to the heretics of these kingdoms to reprove us, as if we 
sought to introduce some new reformation of the Catholic Church. 


* Hist, of Remonst. page 75. 
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“ Hence, in order that the purity of faith may be preserved intact 
and inviolate in this kingdom, which is placed under the patronage of 
your Eminence, I pray and beseech you, with all reverence and sub- 
mi^ion, to lay the aforesaid things before his Holiness and the Sacred 
Congregation, that thus some remedy, embracing all, may be devised, 
lest this kingdom should become infected with the delirium of the 
Jansenists. In the mean time, both I and the clergy entrusted to me 
will not cease, on our part, to maintain the true purity of doctrine, and 
to impugn all perverse teaching. I know that this will be in accordance 
with the desires of his Holiness and of your Eminence, for whose welfare 
I shall ever pray, &c. 

“Oliver of Armagh, 

“ Primate of all Ireland. 

“Dublin, 27th March, 1677. 

“ To his Eminence Cardinal Altieri, Protector of Ireland.” 

Dr. Brennan, of Waterford, united his voice with that of the 
primate, and on the 30th of March of the same year, addressed 
the following letter to the Cardinal Protector; this letter is 
especially Interesting, being dated “ from his place of refuge in 
Ireland,” and as it was probably the last which Dr. Brennan 
wrote before his elevation to the Archiepiscopal See of Cashel, for 
we 6nd another letter, written on the same day, acknowledging 
the receipt of the briefs from Rome transferring hirti to that 
See*:— 


" Amongst the many things that give us annoyance in this kingdom, 
one is, the novelty of opinions in matters of faith, in consequence of the 
greater part of the ecclesiastical labourers of this vineyard studying 
in Prance and Flanders, and some of them returning thence with a 
tincture of Jansenism. In the neighbouring kingdoms many books are 
circulated which contain most dangerous dootriues, namelj-, of the 
fallibility of the Pope — of the authority of St. Augustine being of more 
avail, especially in the question de Auxiliu, than the pontified defini- 
tions — of the invalidity of sacramental absolution without contrition — 
of restricting the veneration usually shown to the Blessed Virgin and 
to the Saints — against the frequenting of sacramental confession, espe- 
cially with only venial sins — that invincible ignorance of the natural 
law never excuses from sin — that works of virtue performed without 
the pure love of God are of no avail to our eternal salvation ; nay, more, 
are an impediment to it. These and similar errors have also penetrated 
this kingdom, but, through the mercy of God, they have but few par- 
tizans; even these few, however, have given a stimulus to my humble 
energies to prevent their taking root here ; and as this matter princi- 
pally regards the Holy See, I, following the example of other zealous 
prelates, have deemed it my duty to lay it in reverence and submission 

* See Appendix, No. 44. 
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before the Sacred Congregation through your Eminence, who worthily 
holds the offices of Protector of this Kingdom, and of Prefect of the 
Sacred Congregation, that thus in the supreme guardianship of the Holy 
Father, some remedy may be decreed for the greater consolation of 4he 
people of this kingdom. 

“ And I reverently kiss the purple of your Eminence. 

John, Bishop of Waterford. 

** From my place of refuge in Ireland, 

30th March, 1677.’^ 

Without delay the vigilance of the Holy See was awakened to 
counteract the efforts of the emissaries of error, who thus sought 
to corrupt the doctrines of faith in our Irish Church. We find 
in the acts of the Sacred Congregation frequent reference made 
to instructions given to the Internuncio in Brussels to this effect; 
but the most interesting monument connected with the subsequent 
history of Jansenism at this period is a letter of Dr. Brennan 
when transferred to the Archiepiscopal See of Cashel. This 
letter is dated the 15th of October, 1678, and is addressed to the 
Internuncio, in reply to a communication from Home, in which 
some precise information had been requested regarding the Jan- 
senistical works which were being circulated in Ireland. Dr. 
Brennan not only gives a minute account of these books, but, 
moreover, affords sufficient data to attest the complete failure of 
Jansenism in seeking to obtain any footing in Ireland. 

“ I have received, 'with all reverence, the commands of the Sacred 
Congregation, under date of the 8th of March last, to give a precise 
account of the books containing the teaching of Jansenius, which have 
came into these quarters, as also of their authors and parti zans. In 
compliance with these most esteemed commands, I beg to inform your 
Excellency, that we find here the New Testament, printed in France, 
in the French language, and having various errors contrary to the 
Vulgate, and to the Catholic religion. Another work is also met with, 
entitled ‘ On frequent Communion,’ printed in French, and translated 
into English, having errors contrary to true devotion, and the practices 
of Holy Church. 

“ There is also the Mass, printed in French, and newly translated 
into English. 

“ The New Testament in French has not as yet come into my hands ; 
I had, however, the Mass in French, and I made a seizure on it. I 
saw the book on frequent Communion, and though I could not get 
possession of it, yet I prohibited its being read. It is true, however, 
that these books are but very few in these parts, and I am not wanting 
in being ever on my guard lest they should be introduced or published 
here. 

As to the followers of the errors of Jansenius, thanks to God they 
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are but few in this country. There was one regular who was deeply 
tinged with these errors, but I acted severely with him, and imposed 
silence on him, so that he retracted, and has become observant ; it is 
fo» this reason, as also on account of his being a foreigner, that I retrain 
from mentioning his name, especially as he is neither notorious nor con- 
tumacious. There was another religious, and also two secular Priests, 
of the same hue, but they are all now dead. For the future, in conse- 
quence of the great vigilance and circumspection which are used, we 
hope that God may be served here in veritaU «t tirmritaU doctrines. 

“ And with this I remain in sincere devotedness, 

“John, Abchbishop of Cashel. 


“ 15th October, 1678. 

“ To Mgr. Tanari, Brussels.” 


Thus was Jansenism soon repelled from our Irish shores. Our 
bishops sought at the central source of truth the remedy for the 
threatened evil, as in the early ages of the Irish Church they 
looked for aid to that See whence the light of faith had come to 
them, and, as children who have recourse to their mother,f they 
derived thence counsel, and 'strength, and consolation. 

We have already seen the erroneous doctrines which were 
broached by Dr. Fitzsymons, the Vicar-General of Kilmore, in 
regard of the authority of the Holy See in the appointment of 
bishops, and how zealously and successfully they were combated 
and refuted by the Archbishop of Armagh. About the same 
time the Sacred Congregation wrote to Dr. Plunket, asking for 
information concerning Dr. Cornelius Daly, whose name had been 

n osed as Vicar-Apostolic of the united dioceses of Ardfert and 
adoe. The primate, deceived by false rumours, wrote in 
reply, that he was infected with the errors of Jansenism, and 
hence could nowise be promoted to that dignity ; but somewhat 
later discovering his error, he wrote on the 21st of September, 
1678, declaring that Dr. Daly was wholly adverse to Jansenism, 
and having exacted from him a formal condemnation of its teach- 
ing, he transmitted it to Rome, and in an accompanying letter 
declared him fully qualified for any dignity which the Holy 
See might think well to confer on him. The formula to which 
Dr. Plunket required the signature of Dr. Daly, and which, thus 
signed by him, and attested with the primate’s own name and 
seal, was transmitted to Rome, is as follows : — 

“ I, Cornelius Daly, a priest of Ardfert, in Ireland, Prothonatory 
Apostolic, and also Doctor of the Parisian Faculty, declare myself 
obedient to the Apostolic constitution of the Sovereign Pontiff Innocent 

* See Appeodiz, No. 39. t Tamquam nati ad matrem. St. Cummian. 
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the Tenth given on the thirteenth of May, 1653, and to the constitution 
of our holy Father Alexander VII. given on the 16th of October, 1656, 
Eind I sincerely reject and condemn the five propositions taken from the 
Book of Cornelius Jausenius, entitled ‘ Augustinus,' in the sense 
intended by the author himself, and as the Apostolic See condemned 
them in the aforesaid constitutions, and I so swear. Sic Deus me adjuvet 
et hsec sancta Dei evangelia. 

“ Cornelius Daly. 

This has been done in our presence ; so we testify this day, the 
21st of September, 1678.* 

Oliver op Armagh, 

** Primate of all Ireland.” 

Paris was at this period the great centre of Jansenism, and 
hence the chief danger of having our church infected with its 
errors seemed to impend from that quarter. In fact, Dr. O’Molony, 
when urging upon the authorities in Rome the necessity of estab- 
lishing an Irish College in Paris, put forward as a leading motive, 
the danger which otherwise the Irish students would there incur 
of having their minds poisoned with the tenets of Jansenism. 
Moreover, he stated from his own experience that some members 
of our Irish clergy then resident in that city were ardent promoters 
of these erroneous doctrines. This accusation of the Bishop of 
Killaloe gave occasion to a large number of Irish ecclesiastics then 
resident in Paris to enter a formal protest against the doctrines of 
Jansenism, and present it, with their signatures, to Dr. Creagh, 
Bishop of Cork and Cloyne, and Dr. Tyrrell, of Clogher, who 
were then hastening to take possession of their sees, and request 
them to forward it to Rome. It is now preserved in the archives 
of the Sac. Cong, de P. Fide. It is addressed to the cardinals of 
the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda, and is as follows : — 

** The undersigned, who are Irishmen by birth, and by profession 
Catholics, through the grace of God, as to orders, priests ; in sacred 
theology, respectively masters, licentiates, bachelors, masters of arts, 

/ and scholars, most humbly lay before your Eminences that they have 
learned, not without great affliction of soul, that they have been tra- 
duced, and, as well in Rome as elsewhere, have been accused of Jan- 
senism ; whilst, as they solemnly protest, they abhor nothing more than 
each and every doctrine repugnant to the true faith which the Holy 
Apostolic Roman See professes, and especially the Jansenistic doctrine 
combined in the five propositions condemned by the same Holy Roman 
Church. Wherefore, that your Eminences may be convinced of how 
unjustly they have been accused of the aforesaid Jansenism, they now, 
by this present letter, protest that they never held or taught spch 
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doctrine, and that in time to come, whilst reason remains intact, they 
never will hold or teach it. Hence, with all due submission, they pray 
your Eminences to give no credence to any iniquitous report or calumny 
against them, in regard of this doctrine, or any teaching deviating from 
the true and Catholic faith, but rather to protect and encourage, with 
your usual goodness, as well these suppliants as their other countrymen, 
who, for the faith of Christ, and in an especial manner, on account of 
their reverence for the Holy See, have been expelled from their country 
and despoiled of their temporal possessions, and, under many difficulties 
and poverty, now labour and strenuously seek to acquire knowledge 
and virtue, as well in this holy Parisian faculty as in other Catholic 
universities ; that thus confiding in so groat a patronage, they may 
with more peace and calmness apply to their studies, and these being 
terminated, may return to their country, and there may attain their own 
happiness by their virtuous lives, and promote that of their Christian 
flocks by their learning and example.”* 


The names then follow, and the attestations of Drs. Creagh 
and Tyrrell, Paris, 26th August, 1676, as to the genuineness of 
the document and signatures. Amongst those who subscribed 
this important attestation of fealty to the decisions of the Holy 
See we find Cornelius O’Daly, of whom we have spoken above ; 
also, Ambrose Madden, William Baton, and others who were 
afterwards distinguished ornaments of our Irish Church. 

Such was the vigour of the opposition thus directed against 
Jansenism, that during the next thirty years, whilst the churches 
of France and Belgium were rendered desolate by the ravages of 
its erroneous novelties, its very name was almost unknown in 
Ireland. The subsequent history of that heresy in Ireland is 
easily told. 

About the year 1709 some travellers visiting our Irish shores 
brought with them the contagion of its teaching, and by circu- 
lating Jansenlstical tracts and books sought to imbue the minds 
of some with its false maxims.f Others, too, in succeeding years, 
seem to have repeated these attempts, though, happily, without 
producing any effect on the sentiments of our faithful people. 
The vigilance, however, of the Holy See was awakened ; and in 
1719, through Mgr. Santinl, the Internuncio at Brussels, an ad- 
monitory address was transmitted to the prelates of Ireland, exhort- 
ing them to earnestly repel these dangers, and, at the same time, 
expressing a desire that they should, by some public declaration, 
avow their acceptance of the constitution Unigenitus.'' The 

* Sae Appendix, No. 41. 

t See PolidoruB’ “De Vita et Rebus Gestia dementis XI. Pont Max.,” 
page 215. 
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bishops of Ireland joyfully responded to this call of the Universal 
Father, and by their letters testified their abhorrence of the 
pestiferous errors of Jansenius, their acceptance of the above- 
mentioned constitution, and their inviolable attachment to the 
See of St. Peter. The letter of the Archbishop of Cashel has 
been fortunately preserved to us by Dr. Do Burgo, in the Ap- 
pendix to his “ Hibernia Dominicana,” page 819. The com- 
mencement of it is as follows : — 


“ Most holt Father, — The most reverent and illustrious, the Inter- 
nuncio at Brussels has signified to me, humble as I am, that your 
Holiness, out of your great zeal for religion, expresses a wish to receive 
from the bishops of Ireland some testimonied of their obedience to and 
observance of the constitution usually termed ‘ Unigenitus.’ To this 
most reasonable desire I am perfectly convinced that all and each of 
these prelates will accede, agreeably to the obedience which is due to 
the Holy See and to your Holiness, who so gloriously presides therein ; 
and that amongst them not one shall be found who will not subscribe 
to the aforesaid most wise constitution without any tergiversation, 
cavil, or mental reservation whatever. For, although we are poor in 
the world, yet are we rich in faith ; if wo be deprived of our epis- 
copal revenues, we have not, however, forfeited that obedience which 
we are bound to yield to those who are placed over us ; if we suffer 
under the sword of persecution, we shall never create a schism in the 
body of Christ, or, to the utmost of our power, allow it to be done. We 
may be despised and oppressed, but wo will bo ever solicitous to pre- 
serve with yow, our Head, the unity of spirit iti the hond of peace ; in 
short, although we traverse the plains of our native land in distress and 
affliction, nevertheless there abide within us, even to this day, that 
fervent love and veneration towards the Mother and Mistress of all 
Churches, and that desire to preserve all these divine rites, which, more 
than thirteen hundred years ago, had been established among our 
ancestors by that glorious Apostle, St. Patrick, whom your predecessor, 
St. Celestine I., had commissioned to preach amongst them. With justice 
do we glory in the fact, that among our predecessors in the hierarchy 
not one can be found who, in a matter of faith, has dared to manifest 
resistance to any constitution, decree, or apostolical diploma. Moreover, 
were it necessary, we have even additional motives in which to glory, 
inasmuch as neither by us, or by our clergy, or by our people, have any 
of these profane and novel terms, religious silence, or the question of 
right and of fact, been adopted, in contempt of the lawfully-constituted 
authority ; nor have those infamous books, which caused so much dis- 
turbance and scandal in Catholic countries, been known, unless, perhaps, 
by name, to the greater part of our nation. That love and reverence 
for the Roman Pontiffs, which is the first sound that strikes our ears, 
which in infancy has been planted in our hearts, and, in a manner, 
forms a component part of our nature, have long since banished these 
and like novelties from our laud. 
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** Instructed by apostolical documents and by the uninterrupted 
tradition of ages, we are confident, most holy Father, that to you is 
committed the important charge of protecting the flocks from the 
ravages of the wolf, of leading them into salutary pastures, and of 
securing them from whatever may be noxious — a duty which, by the 
aforesaid constitution, you have admirably executed. That, therefore, 
no doubt may remain of the purity and integrity of our faith, we 
hereby give our assent, in heart and in mind, to that document and 
constitution which, about ten years ago, your Holiness had thought 
proper to declaro to the Galilean clergy. This our mode of proceeding 
is in perfect accordance with the faith of our fathers and with the 
uninterrupted tradition of ages ; it is the rule of the Irish hierarchy, as 
well as of the other churches of the Christian world ; while, on the 
other hand, those convict themselves of having deviated from it who 
refuse to subscribe to that most salutary constitution.” 

’ Such were the sentiments of affection and reverence with 
which the prelates of Ireland ever clung to the See of Peter. 
Amongst those who then shared in these noble sentiments was 
Dr. Luke Fagan, Bishop of Meath ; and we mention his name in 
particular, on account of a fabulous narrative which a late writer 
has published concerning him.* This modern historian of the 
Jansenist heretics informs us that in 1715 the agent of that 
faction being unable to prevail on any continental bishop to 
ordain their priests, at length — 

** In the person of Luke Fagan, Bishop of Meath, found a prelate 
willing to come to the assistance of Utrecht. ... Yon Heussen gave 
letters dimissory, as Yicar-General of the metropolitical chapter of 
Utrecht, the see being vacant, to twelve candidates, and they were 
in four several ordinations raised to the priesthood by Bishop Fagan. 
Among the number was Peter John Meindaarts, afterwards Archbishop 
of Utrecht. He (Fagan), however, required a solemn promise from each 
of the candidates that they would never reveal the circumstances of their 
ordination during his life. A curious event occurred some years after- 
wards. The secret was not so well kept as to prevent an indistinct 
rumour from reaching the Court of Rome that some Irish bishop had 
ordained priests from Utrecht. Fagan, by this time Archbishop of 
Dublin, received orders to discover which prelate had done so. He 
convoked the Irish bishops, put the question to each of them indi- 
vidually, and returned for answer, that, after examination, he was 
persuaded that none of the bishops of whom he had inquired had held 
any such ordination.” — (Page 236.) 

For this narrative Mr. Neale gives no authority: on the other 
hand, the acts of Propaganda are silent as to any such commission 

* The history of the so-called Jansenist Church of Holland, &c., by the Rev. 
M. A. Neale, 1858. 
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given to Dr. Fagan, as also in regard of this pretended convoca- 
tion of our bishops. Dr. Fagan was not transferred to Dublin 
for fourteen years after the imaginary ordination ; undoubtedly 
he would have never been promoted to a higher dignity if there 
were any suspicions of his orthodoxy, or rather if he had not 
given proofs of his zeal and of the integrity of his faith. Besides, 
during the whole period, that is, from the assumed date of this 
ordination till after the death of Dr. Fagan, the Archbishop of 
Armagh was the confidential correspondent of the Holy See in 
Ireland. Should any suspicions have been entertained as to the 
Jansenistical tendencies of any of our prelates, surely the commis- 
sion to investigate the matter would be entrusted, not to one 
who, having studied in France, might himself, perhaps, be sup- 
posed to be infected with these errors, but to the Archbishop 
of Armagh, the long-tried friend of the Holy See, and who had 
sucked in at Rome’s fountain source the pure doctrines of faith. 
Moreover, as we have seen, it was in 1719,' that is four years 
after the pretended ordinations, and nine years before the eleva- 
tion of Dr. Fagan to the Archiepiscopal See, that the suspicions of 
the Holy See were awakened in regard of some members of our 
hierarchy, and whatever may be our judgment as to the fact of 
this ordination, the letter at least of Dr. Fagan in reply to the 
encyclical of the Holy Father in 1719 leaves no doubt as to his 
orthodox sentiments, and his abhorrence of the novel tenets of 
Jansenius. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

CORRESPONDENCE OF DR. PLUNKET. 

On the 28th of April, 1670, Prince Cardinal Altieri ascended 
the Papal Throne, as Clement X. To the acclamations of the 
Catholic nations on the continent were united those of Ireland, 
and many addresses were sent from our shores congratulating 
him on his elevation to this high dignity. Dr. Plunk^et, though 
then engaged in the deliberations of the Synod of Dublin, 
hastened to lay at the feet of his Holiness the expression of 
the heartfelt joy with which the hearts of his faithful children 
of Armagh were filled, and addressed the following letter to 
him : — 

Most Holt Father, — The universal jubilee of the Christian 
world, on the elevation of your Holiness to the Chair of St. Peter, has 
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reached also this kingdom of Ireland, ever attached and devoted to 
your Holiness'and to the Holy See, despite the persecutions and afflictions 
■which it has endured since the introduction of heresy into the kingdoin 
of England : wherefore I, as the last of the servants and children of 
your Holiness, join in this universal jubilee, and prostrate at the feet 
of your Holiness, in the name of this province of Armagh, entrusted 
to ray pastoral charge by the favour of the Apostolic See, I pray 
heaven to grant to your Holiness every necessary aid, together with 
many years of life, that thus you may bo able to correspond to the great 
hopes which the whole world has conceived from your reign, for the 
glory of God and the public advantage of the Church. We experience 
in this kingdom, holy Father, the benign influence of the king of 
England in favour of the Catholics, so that all enjoy great liberty, and 
even ecclesiastics may be publicly known, and are allowed to exercise their 
functions without hindrance. Our Viceroy is a man of great modera- 
tion and equity ; he looks upon the Catholics with benevolence, and 
treats privately with some of the clergy, exhorting them to act with 
discretion; and for this purpose he secretly called me to his pre- 
sence on many occasions, and he promised mo his assistance in correct- 
ing any members of the clergy of scandalous living. I discover in 
him some traces of religion, and I find that many even of the leading 
members of his court are secretly Catholics. The nobility, who are 
natives of this country, are all Catholics, with the exception of three 
or four ; and comparing the number of Catholics with that of the 
heretics throughout the kingdom,* we find that there are twenty Catho- 
lics for one Protestant, if we except Dublin, which is the metropolis, 
and in which the Viceroy resides, where the heretics have a majority. 
We all continually pray the Most High to grant to your Holiness His 
grace and many years of life ; and I, prostrate at the feet of your 
Holiness, ask your sacred blessing for the whole Catholic people of this 
kingdom. 

“ Of your Holiness, 

“ The most devoted and obedient child, 

“ Oliveb of Abmagh, 

“ Primate of Ireland. 

“ Dublin, the 20th of June, 1670.” 

This letter -was enclosed in another, addressed to the Cardinal 
Protector of Ireland, in which he repeats the same sentiments : — 

" Mat IT PLEASE TOUR EstiNENCE, — Although this kingdom of Ireland 
be truly poor in worldly riches, yet, nevertheless, is it rich in virtue, 
and especially in the true faith; and hence it is just, that the jubilee 
of the Cathohe people of this nation should be made known in Borne on 
the most deserved exaltation of our holy Father to the See of St. Peter, 

• Dr. Plunket, on other occasions, states that in some northern cotmties the 
Presbyterians were more numerous than the Catholics and Protestants put 
together. 
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to which this kingdom has ever been closely hound and most devoted, 
despite the afflictions and persecutions which are known to the whole 
world, and which we have endured for more than one hundred years, 
since the commencement of the schism in England. I, as the last 
of the children of his Holiness, and as a most devoted servant of your 
Eminence, beg to lay before you the jubilee of the Catholic people 
of the province of Armagh, entrusted to my pastoral care by the 
favour of the Apostolic See, and I pray heaven to grant long life and 
happy rule to his Holiness and to your Eminence, for the glory of God 
and the advantage of the whole Christian world. 

“ The Viceroy of this kingdom shows himself favourable to the 
Catholics, not only in consequence of his natural mildness of dispo- 
sition, but still more on account of his being acquainted with the 
benign intentions of his Majesty for his Catholic subjects, so that 
ecclesiastics may now freely appear in public without suffering any 
annoyance, even when recognized as such. The Viceroy himself 
privately treats some members of the clergy with great courtesy, ex- 
horting them to live peaceably without tumult, and without meddling 
in state matters, attending solely to their ecclesiastical functions, on 
which condition he promises them every protection ; and, indeed, we 
have reason to believe that this will be afforded should that condition 
be fulfilled. I perceive that some of his court are secretly Catholics, 
and even some of the principal members of the government who suggest 
to him kind measures for the Catholics. May God grant to us a long 
enjoyment of this calm, and bestow many years on your Eminence, for 
the public good of the Christian Church. 

** P.S. — I have presumed, by the enclosed letter, to express my joy 
on the exaltation of his HolinesS) and to implore his blessing for this 
nation. 

“ Your Eminence’s 

** Most humble and devoted servant, 

“ Oliver op Armagh, 

“ Primate of Ireland.” 

The Holy Father, notwithstanding the many cares which 
pressed on him in his guardianship of the universal Church, did 
not delay to acknowledge the congratulations of his Irish 
children, and he thus wrote to the Archbishop of Armagh* : — 

TO OTJR VENERABLE BROTHER OLIVER, PRIMATE OP IRELAND. 

“ Venerable Brother, health, &c. 

‘‘ The most devoted letters of your Fraternity occasioned to us a 
special delight, and as w^e learned by them that the Catholics enjoyed 
peace in these regions, we were truly filled with sincere joy in the 
Lord, for we place all the glory of the Pontifical dignity entrusted to 
us by the Hoi}’ Ghost in the increase of the divine worship, and in the 
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propagation of the orthodox faith. Whilst you labour in attaining this 
noble end, as you truly do in your exalted sentiments of religion, your 
congratulations on attaining this supreme dignity in the Church must be 
acceptable, whilst you will every day bind us more closely in affection 
towards you. Go on, therefore, venerable brother, and in those regions 
pursue with alacrity the carrying out, by word and example, of the com- 
mission entrusted to you, and seek to aid with every assistance those 
orthodox children, to whom, in our paternal solicitude, by night and by 
day, we are ever present. Thus, indeed, will you well correspond 
with your exalted office, and have God the rewarder of your renowned 
labours. In tho meantime we embrace, in the bosom of our Pontifical 
love, the devout expressions of your filial affection ; we promise to you 
all our patronage, and from the very depths of our heart we bestow on 
you, and on all the Catholics of that kingdom, our Apostolic blessing. 

Given at St. Mary Major’s, in Rome, the 11th October, 1670, the 
first year of our Pontificate. 

“ Clemens, Papa X.” 

After a brief Pontificate of six years Clement the Tenth was 
succeeded by Innocent the Eleventh, who, even before his eleva- 
tion to the papacy, was famed for his sanctity and charity for the 
poor. “ Whilst I was in Rome (writes our primate on the 
11th of August, 1677), I knew by experience the holy life of the 
supreme Pontiff, and the great opinion which was entertained by 
all of his wisdom, prudence, ana sanctity.” The primate seems 
to have transmitted to Rome, through the Internuncio, a con- 
gratulatory letter on the accession of this Pope to the throne of . 
St. Peter, and to it he seems to allude in the beginning of the 
letter already cited of the 11th of August 1677,* but we have 
been unable to discover any further traces of it. 

During the first months of the pontificate of Clement the 
Tenth Cardinal Barberini filled the office of Protector of Ireland ; 
but in 1671 he was hurried away by death to be its protector in 
the heavenly court. His successor in that important post was 
Cardinal Altieri, a man distinguished for his virtues and learning. 
At the same time Dr. Brennan, the agent of the Irish clergy, was 
appointed bishop of the united sees of Waterford and Lismore, 
and Dr. Peter Creagh was chosen by the Irish bishops to succeed 
him as their agent in Rome. Dr. Plunket availed himself of the 
departiure of this worthy ecclesiastic for the Eternal City to 
express his joy on the nomination of his Eminence to be protector 
of our country : — 

“We are obliged to pray unceasingly to God for the long life of his 
Holiness, in consequence of the favour which he has done us in giving 


* See Chapter the Sjcoiid, p. 15. 
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US your Eminence for protector, for in doing so he has rendered to this 
nation an exceeding great benefit, and a favour the more agreeable as 
it was most anxiously desired by us ; for we have learned from our 
countrymen in Rome, and from Monsignor Baldeschi, and wo ourselves 
now daily experience, the special affection which your Eminence bears 
to this most afilicted kingdom, so that we cannot but hope for most 
happy results from the protection of a cardinal who, for his prudence 
in the management of affairs, and for his piety and zeal in propagating 
our holy Faith, receives boundless applause, and is esteemed and 
revered by the whole world. It is certain that the joy here is universal, 
and that even the Viceroy, though of a different religion, showed parti- 
cular satisfaction at your appointment, and ho passed a high eulogium 
on his Holiness and your Eminence, praising your moderation, and 
prudence, and mildness. I, therefore, and the whole nation, should 
rather congratulate ourselves than your Eminence on this event, 
ns the whole advantage and honour will be ours, leaving to your 
Eminence only the fatigue and annoyance, for which you can only look 
to the divine Majesty for remuneration, as this oppressed nation cannot 
make any return for the benefits received from your Eminence, or for 
those which, through your Eminence, they shall receive from others, 
except by continually praying to God for the long life, health, and 
prosperity of your Eminence : and the more incapable we feel ourselves 
of meriting the slightest of your favours, the greater merit will the 
ardent zeal of your charity receive from God, and so much the more 
glorious will be the results of your innate generosity in relieving, by 
your patronage, the miseries of this most afilicted nation, which, on 
account of its Catholic faith and the affection and unfailing reverence 
for the Apostolic See, has ever been in continual sufferings and trials, 
from the time that Queen Elizabeth, with her statutes and penal laws, 
scourged the poor Catholics, as your Eminence knows ftm better than 
1 do. 

“ Of all that occurs in this kingdom as regards our spiritual 
concerns, I give an accurate and detailed account to Monsignor 
Baldeschi, that is to say, through him to the Holy Father and to your 
Eminence, and should I be wanting in any particular, it will be 
supplied by the bearer of this letter, Mr. Peter Creagh, doctor in 
theology, agent of the clergy of this kingdom, a gentleman of learning 
and education, and who by birth belongs to the highest families of his 
city ; he studied in Rome and received his laurea with great applause ; ho 
knows the Italian, Latin, French, English, and Irish languages, and for 
years laboured with great spiritual fruit in this vineyard. I therefore, 
pray your Eminence to protect and favour him ; and all the archbishops 
and bishops of this nation most warmly recommend him to your 
patronage. In conclusion, making you a profound reverence, I will bo 
whilst I live, 

“ Your Eminence’s 

“ Most humble and obedient devoted servant, 

“ Olivkr of Armaoh, 

‘‘Dublin, 10th Oct., 1671. “Primate of all Ireland.” 
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The primate was not the only one of our prelates, who, on 
this occasion, congratulated his Eminence, or rather our own 
nation, on having so worthy a protector in the Roman Court. 
The Archbishop of Tuam, about the same time, wrote a letter 
expressing similar expressions of joy and congratulation, which 
is well worthy of being preserved.* 


* We are happy to be able to present it in its beautiful original text to the 
reader ; — 


Eme. Dne. 


“Inter oblectamenta, quae Philippus bonus Burgundias princeps equitibus 
ordinis aurei velleris tunc primum instituti exhibuit, virgo spectabatur auro 
gemmisque fulgens, cui leo additus custos hanc pneferebat inscriptionen^ 
Nemo Dominam meam tangat. Hibernia nostra qua) a suscepta semel annis 
ab hinc miUe et aniplius religione et S, Sedis Bomanae cultu quamtumvis gravi- 
bus tentationibus agitata numquam defecit, nacta est jam leonem custodem in 
persona Eminentise vestrse, quo protegente secure quiscere possit. Succedis igitur 
Eme. Princeps magno Oai’dinali Barberino invidae mortis eclypsi nobis erepto 
et officium quod Deus 0. Max. augelicis spiritibus committere solct (ut nempe 
protectorcs sint et pnesides provinciarum) id imponere humeris tuis voluit, qiu 
Christi in terris vices gerit SSmus D. N. Clemens X. Gratidor non tibi cui 
onus potius quam honos hoc officio additur sed patrise nostne et vineae huic 
Hibemica) qua) tanto protectore gloriari Isctarique merito potest, cui certe nihil 
accedere potest splenmdius, nihil fclicius aut magniticentius quam patronum 
habere te quern publica decora et privata etiam virtus inter paucos commendat ; 
quamvis non pote.st quoque non ingens tuae incrementum gloriae afferre, quod 
talis cura commissa sit pnesertim a tanto Pontihee quse in eos dumtaxit merita 
sua confen-e solet quos suo pariter virtus snlfragio comprobat, nec onus tarn 
grave humeris tuis impossuisset, nisi Atlante ipso, quem ccelum ipsum gestare 
lingunt i)oet®, major esses atque illustrior. Sed plura non audeo ue in modes- 
tiam vestram impingam. Inter tot an tern toto prone occideute tibi sibique 
gratulautimn appiaiisus, sistit se Hibernia nostra olim sanctorum insula, nunc 
haereseos tenebris miserabiliter obvoluta, cujuspatrocinium eolibentius ut spero, 
et studiosius assumet Ema. Vra. quod ob solum Deum plane suscipiatur : cum 
enim ex aliis provinciis tutelro turo commissis magnam nomiuis famam et com- 
moda alia sperare fortasse possis, nisi virtus uiajorem Dei gloriam in omnibus 
sohmi sjiectassct; ab hac certe nastra aliud nihil est quod exjiectare possis 
p^roter labores et incommoda quae quando i>ro Deo suscipiuntur omnem 
mimdanam felicitatem longe superant. Sistit quoque se Sedes Tuamensis, quae 
uti, authore maxime prroclecessore tuo, sponsiun et prrosulem accepit, ita sub 
ausi)iciis tuis majorum sperat incrementa gratianun, cujus quia mihi, immerenti 
licet, cura mandata est, supplicibus vutis rogo ut illam special! oculo resjiicias 
tuoque favore protegere non desistas, et me quoque qui vel ideo mihi jiropitiam 
fore cmiam liomauam spero (^uod solus ex coufratribus meis hoc tempore 
contumelias et carceres passus sim, ereptus insuper speci;ili numinis pro\ddentia 
tamquam alter Daniel e lacu leomun, ex faucibus ipsius mortis quam mihi 
instigatore pnecipue [rorlidioso et fuidifrago monaclio hdei nostrae hostes inten- 
tarunt. Pnesentes necessitates provinciro me® ne longior sim hie omitto : Agens 
noster in ea urbe eas oblata occasions proj)onet, cui, ut favere velis etiam atque 
etiam rogo et simul Eminentiro vestrro annos plurimos ad Hibernia nostra et 
totius Ecclesia bonum, faustaque et felicia omnia ex animo ajiprecor et voveo. 

“ Clunbariro die 4th Nov. 1671, 

“ Eme. Dne. 

“ Eminentiro Vrro. 

“ Servus humillimus, 

“Jacob. Archiep., Tuamen.” 
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One of the subjects most frequently spoken of in the early 
letters of Dr. Plunket is the sad consequences of the ambitious 
scheme of Peter Walsh and his adherents, in seeking to force 
upon our clergy and people the well-known Remonstrance; 
owing to the zealous labors of the Archbishop of Dublin and the 
primate, their efforts were everywhere baffled, and Walsh 
himself was soon compelled to abandon our shores. Repeatedly 
Dr. Plunket wrote to the Holy See, detailing the progress of the 
struggle between the defenders of truth and of error, and laying 
open to the authorities in Rome the iniquitous designs of Walsh or 
Valesius; and, at length, on the 26th of September, 1671, he was 
able to inform the Internuncio that the errors of the remonstrants 
had been wholly rooted out from our Irish church, and that in 
the whole kingdom more than five or six could not now be 
found who would avow themselves partizans of that insidious 
address. We have already had occasion to refer to this letter, 
and it contains many valuable particulars connected with this 
question : — 

“ Since the return of our most clement king to the government of 
these kingdoms no question and no art of the demon has so impeded 
the progress of the service of God in these countries, as the perverse 
efforts and designs of Walsh and his adherents. Oh, how many 
dissensions, how many scandals had their origin thence ; and all this 
commotion was honorum et turpis lucri causa. They used all their 
endeavours to prevent the appointment of bishops for this kingdom, 
that thus there would he no superior, no pastor but themselves ; they 
strained every nerve to attain this hilares sine regibus umbra. But God 
provided otherwise, and they remain confounded. Since the Viceroy 
Berkeley and Colonel Patrick were gained over against them, they not 
only lost a gi’eat deal, but rather their whole ground ; and as the 
Viceroy, Lord Berkeley, a man of prudence and moderation, now 
returns (as I hope) to the government, the few that remain will cease 
to follow their evil ways and will return to the right path ; and I am 
of opinion that there are not in the whole kingdom more than six who 
publicly and outwardly profess to follow the views, or rather the 
abortive plans of Valesius. 

Anthony Gearnon was a great Valesian, but now he professes 
obedience; I give, however, very little credence to him, as also to many 
others who made their retractation ; it is certain that they are filled 
with the desire of Valesius, just as the Jews expect the Messiah, and 
as the Portoghese are looking out for king Sebastian. The people in 
authority who favoured them and protected them cared but little about 
Walsh and his adherents, but they made use of them as instruments 
to divide and disunite the clergy and the Catholic body ; divide ui 
impera. But Berkeley dislikes that manner of governing and seeks the 
love of all, and desires that we should be of one accord. 

“ To say the truth, our just and good God, who permits evil in order 
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to draw good from has drawn great good from the iniquitous deeds 
of Peter Walsh. This man, about eight years ago, anxious to make a 
display of zeal, and thus more easily gain partizans, and attract the 
people, obtained from Ormond a toleration for chapels and convents in 
Dublin and many other cities ; but he wished that dl the convents, and- 
even all the provinces, should be governed by his own adherents. 
Ormond being removed from the Government, through the mercy of 
God no other Viceroy molested or molests either the ehapels or the 
convents. In the most wealthy and noble city of my diocese and of the 
whole province there are three chapels, very beautiful and ornamented ; 
the first belongs to the Capuchins, the second to the Reformed Francis- 
cans, the third to the Jesuits. There is also one belonging to the 
Augustinians, but it is rather poor, so that we may well repeat what 
is said of the sin of Adam, 0 felix culpa^ or again, necessarium Adce 
peccatum. The city to which I allude is called Drogheda, at five 
hours’ distance from Dublin ; it is, next to Dublin, the best city in 
Ireland. 

Dublin, 26th September, 1671. “Oliver Plunxet.” 


The Act of prcBmunire was one often appealed to by the adhe- 
rents of the Remonstrance, and whensoever the defenders of the 
authority and privileges of the Holy See referred to its decisions, 
or fulminated ecclesiastical censures in its name, they were sure 
to find their opponents summoning the cause before the civil 
tribunals, and seeking to punish their orthodoxy wdth the severe 
penalties of that statute. The Irish prelates, when communicating 
with Rome, had often referred to the penalties of pi'ccmuniref and 
the Internuncio requested the Archbishop of Armagh to give him 
some explanation of the origin and precise meaning of that Act. 
On the fiOth of September, 1671, Dr. Plunket at length complied 
with his request, and wrote as follows : — 

“I promised in a former letter to give to your Excellency an exact 
account of the pramunire, this word being the object of the greatest terror 
which those of my profession have in these kingdoms. Some say that 
this preemunire, as to its etymology, signifies a sort of bulwark which 
the crown of England has raised in all its kingdoms against foreign 
jurisdiction, and especially against that of the Pope, which opinion is 
based on the statute enacted in the 25th year of Edward III., statute 6, 
chapter 1st. But some are of opinion that it had its origin in the word 
pr(smo7iere, which, being corrupted by the civil jurists, is commonly 
called pratmunire, for they often take the effect for the cause, and, as it 
is said, he who is premonished is half-prepared or fortified. I read in 
on old Breviary or book of old briefs, a citation which thus begins : — 
Pncmtinire facias N. N, ut cum suo procuratore sint corarn nobis ad 
respondendum ohjectis ; and I think that, instead of preemunire it should 
be pre^monei'e. 
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But, whatever may be the etymology of the word, it is certain that 
it is now commonly called proemmire, and that it was enforced against 
the jurisdiction of the Homan Pontiff at the time of Edward III., who 
was unwilling that the Pope should confer benefices in England, or 
bestow the favours or provisions which are called expectative ; he was also 
unwilling that lawsuits, in matters of benefices, should be brought outside 
the kingdom ; and he, moreover, wished that all such suits should be 
tried in the secular tribunals ; and hence he enacted these [rigorous 
statutes, in the 25th year of his reign (stat. 5, chap. 22), and 28th year 
(stat. 2, chap. 1, 2, 3, & 4). But he was well chastised by God for it, as 
our history records. Richard II. imitated him, by enacting similar 
statutes in the 12th year of his reign (cap. 15, and anno 13, stat. 2, 
cap. 2 ) ; and he confirmed all the statutes made by Edward III., and 
the penalty of whosoever violated or transgressed these statutes was 
exile and the confiscation of all fixed and moveable property. Henry IV. 
made similar statutes in the 2nd year of his reign (cap. 2 and 3) ; and 
although these statutes were made in England, yet they afterwards 
came into force in Ireland, in the time of Henry VII., an Irish Parlia- 
ment, during the viceroyalty of Poining, having adopted all these 
statutes. 

“A statute, however, enacted in an Irish Parliament, in the 2nd 
year of Elizabeth, is the severest of all, as by it is punished with the 
aforesaid penalties whosoever speaks, acts, or writes in favour of the 
pontifical jurisdiction, even in spiritual matters, or whosoever exercises 
any act of jurisdiction derived from the Roman Pontiff. Moreover, 
whosoever says that the king is not head of the Church, and whosoever 
says that the Pope is head of the Church, incurs the same penalties ; 
and so, also, whosoever refuses to swear that the king is head of the 
Church is incapacitated from holding any post or office in the state. 
This act of Elizabeth was passed in the Irish Parliament on a holiday 
of precept with the Catholics, and the Protestants availed themselves 
of the occasion of their absence, otherwise it could never have passed, 
as the Catholics were more numerous than tho Protestants. It is true 
that in the times of King James and King Charles I. these laws were 
not carried out with such rigour, nor are they even now under our most 
clement king. But it is also true that when a knave accuses any eccle- 
siastic before the court, it is with great difficulty that be can escape 
some penalty, as lately happened in the case of Eather Nugent, and 
also of the poor Archbishop of Tuam, w'ho suffered a great deal. It is, 
moreover, to be remarked, that whosoever assists or receives into his 
house one that has thus incurred the statute of preemunire, is punished 
with the same penalties. 

Your Excellency secs in what continual danger we ai'e under the 
penal laws. I must confess that when I first came to this kingdom, 
I neither knew nor understood what was meant by the word praemu- 
nire. Since then, however, I wished to read all that appertains to 
that matter, and I thought it proper to give some account of it to your 
Excellency. I pray you, as I also requested on other occasions,^ to send 
all my letters to Monsignor Baldeschi, and to keep a copy of them, and 
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to let me know if they have safely reached you, as you have hitherto 
done with such kindness, and I shall be unto death, 

“ Your most obliged and devoted servant, 

“ Oliver Plusket.” 

The correspondence of Dr. Plunket with Rome seems to have 
been constant, even in the times of persecution. Many of his 
letters are in cipher, but the Internuncio always transmitted 
their key to the Sacred Congregation. His assumed name on 
these occasions was for some time Thomas Cox, and afterwards 
Edward Hamon or Ilamond; in fact, all our prelates, when corres- 
ponding with Rome, were compelled to assume other names; 
thus. Dr. Tyrrell, of Clogher, signed himself Scurlog, which name 
he afterwards changed for Stapleton; Dr. Cusack assumed the 
name of Fleming, and Dr. Forstall, Bishop of Kildare, the more 
German title, M. F. Von Creslaw. Even the Intemuncio was 
seldom addressed by his proper name, and we find him at first 
styled Monsieur Fruisson, which, in 1679, for greater security, 
was often changed into Picquet. The year 1675 presents fewest 
letters of Dr. Plunket; he had often complained of the heavy 
expense which his correspondence with Rome entailed on him, 
and of his inability to continue it, unless aided by the Sacred 
Congregation. More than 100 scudi were annually expended 
by him in letters,* which was nearly half the entire revenue of 
his diocese. Through the Internuncio about 150 scudi were at 
intervals transmitted to him to aid in these expenses, but the 
Sacred Congregation could not devote a larger sum for that 
purpose, as its care had to embrace not our island alone, but the 
missionary countries of the whole world. The Internuncio was 
well aware of the motives which impelled our primate to observe 
this silence, and on the 21st of December, 1675, he wrote to the 
Secretary of Propaganda : — “ For many weeks I have received 
no letter from the Archbishop of Armagh, as he, in the present 


* The following extract from Dr. Plunket’a letter transmitted to Rome in 
October, 1672, will sufficiently explain this ex{)en8e : — “How many letters 
come inclosed in those addressed to me, how many decrees and commissions 
and briefs to be communicated to others thronghout the province. Before I 
commenced a direct correspondence with your Excellency, I sent the letters to 
Ghent, to Mr. Clark ; I sent some by Paris, and I think I paid Clark about ten 
dobloons. Every letter from my diocese to Dublin costs 74 bajocchi, 

e snee) ; from Dublin to London, 10 bajocchi , from London to Ghent, or 
ruBScls, 1,3 bajocchi ; from Brussels to Mantua, if I mistake not, 20 bajocchi ; 
from Mantua to Rome, 24 bajocchi. Now, my diocese yields only 240 scudi 
j>er annum, and when I have su])iKn*tcd myself, a chaplain, a servant, and a 
stable-boy, but little can remain ’’ Kisewhore, he says, that each letter he 
received from Brussels cost him 25 bajocchi ; and each letter from Cashel or 
Tuam, 10 bajocchi, sixi>cnce. 
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afflictions, finding himself in want of means, abstains from 
writing, in order not to incur the heavy expense of the post.”* 
However, in 1676, Dr. Plunket resumed his correspondence with 
his usual vigour, and continued it even when detained in his 
Dublin prison. His last letter from Ireland is dated the 3rd 
November, 1680, and was written on board the vessel which was 
about to conduct him prisoner to stand his trial before a London 
jury. It is directed to the Internuncio: — 

Six hours before embarking for England I received your letter of 
the 18th inst., and from shipboard I write these lines to give you intel- 
ligence, that I communicated, in a few words, to those of Cashel, Tuam, 
and Armagh, as also to the Bishop of Kildare, who is nearest to me, the 
privilege accorded by the Sacred Congregation : I pray you, however, 
to reflect that it would be even more necessary to grant the faculty of 
dispensing for the rich than for the poor, because the rich, by recurring 
to their Eminences for dispensation, incur greater risk of confiscation of 
all their property, in accordance with the statute prcsmunire, 2nd of 
Elizabeth. I do not know who will now correspond with your Excel- 
lency. I re-opened communication with their Eminences during the 
time of Monsig. Baldeschi and Monsig. Airoldi. Before that time 
scarcely was one letter received from this kingdom in a year. The 
Bishop of Kildare is nearest to Dublin, and would be best suited. But, 
believe me, that my poor purse learned what an expensive matter these 
letters are. 

Tell Mr. Joyce that I received two of his letters, and, no matter 
what may be the consequence, to send me the money to London as 
soon as possible, directed for Mr. John Comin, merchant in London^ 
who is my friend and a Catholic. The expenses here are intolerable, 
and correspondence is difficult and dangerous. If possible, you will 
receive letters from London. In the mean time I recommend myself 
to your prayers, and I have been, and am, and ever will be. 

Your Excellency’s most devoted servant, 

“Edward Hamon.” 
(Oliver Plunket.) 

For some months so close was the imprisonment in London 
that Dr. Plunket could find no means of transmitting letters to his 
friends. After some time, however, the guard was so struck by 
his saintly composure, that, moved to compassion, he undertook 
to be the bearer of an occasional letter ; and as soon as sentence 
was passed against him, greater liberty was allowed him of com- 
municating with whomsoever he pleased. We shall have occasion 

+ “Sono piu settimane che mi mancano le lettere deU* Armacano ed egli nolle 
correnti aiigustie ritrovandosi in qualche penuria di denaro si ritiene dallo 
scrivermi per non soggiacere alle gravi spese della Posta.” 
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hereafter to speak at greater length of the correspondence of Dr. 
Plunket from his London prison: it will be sufficient here to 
remark, that his letters breathe a true spirit of Christian heroism, 
and express not only a dauntless courage, but also a heavenly joy 
on the happy privilege which awaited him of laying down his 
life for the faith. 

There is but one other letter of Dr. Plunket, to which we shall 
now refer. It is a commendatory letter given to a Capuchin 
Father, and bears the conjoint signatures of Dr. Plunket, of 
Armagh, and Dr. Brennan, of Cashel. We have seen how, 
during the first outburst of the persecution in 1673-4, these two 

! )relates, united in friendship from their earliest years, had sought 
or safety in the same place of refuge ; and how again, on its 
renewal in 1678, they hastened once more to a common retreat: 
it was precisely at the period when they were compelled to retire 
a second time before the fury of the storm that they directed in 
common this letter to Monsignor Cerri, then Secretary of the 
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda. With the exception of the 
signature of Dr. Brennan, it is all in the handwriting of Dr. 
Plunket : — 

“ Father Barnabas Bamewall, who for many years has been Vice- 
Commissioner of the Capuchin Fathers in this kingdom, has always been 
extolled for his prudence and learning, and labours in the vineyard of 
the Lord : and ho merits special praise for having converted to the faith 
the wife of my Lord of Slane, and for having conducted the children of 
that Lord into France, by which he delivered them from manifest danger 
of losing their faith, and ho preserved the spiritual as well as the tem- 
poral inheritance of that noble family, which never professed any save 
the orthodox faith ; and for this and many other labours in affording 
spiritual assistance, the aforesaid Father Barnabas merits every favour 
from God and from the Sacred Congregation, and we supplicate your 
Excellency to interpose your influence with the Father-General of the 
Capuchins that this Father Barnabas may be made Commissary of the 
Capuchins of this kingdom, which will be of great utility to the cause 
of religion, and we make our humble reverence. 

“ Your Excellency’s most humble and obedient servant, 

“ Oliver, of Aemaoh, &c. 

“ John orCAsnEL, &c. 

“Dublin, 14 th February, 1678.” 
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RENEWAL OF THE PERSECUTION TOWARDS THE CLOSE OF 1678. 

In the year 1678 the enemies of Catholicity in England, 
anxious to make a last assault on the Church of their fathers, 
entered into a conspiracy as dark and as hideous as any known 
in history. The chief agent in this plot was Titus Oates, whose 
name has been attached to it by posterity. He had been a 
clergyman of the Established Church, but preferred to his 
benefice an infamous and vagrant life. Under ever-varying dis- 
guises he insinuated himself into some religious houses on the 
continent, and made himself sufficiently acquainted with Catholic, 
usages and distinguished Catholic names to be able to give a 
semblance of circumstantial accuracy to any anti-Catholic tale 
which he might devise. Returning to England, he found 
the Protestant populace in a ferment lest a Papist should succeed 
to the royal throne, and he soon learned that the leaders of the 
opposition were eager to second and repay each effort to fan the 
flame. Such was, then, the disposition of mens’ minds, that the 
monstrous’romance which he constructed was hailed with applause, 
and found credence, not only with the vulgar, but even with the 
most sober members of the king’s council. The Pope, he said, 
had handed over the government of England to the Jesuits, and 
these had already, by commissions under the great seal of the 
society, appointed to all the chief offices in church and state. 
Once before the Papists had burned London : that scene was to 
be now renewed, whilst in the confusion they would assassinate 
the king, and, at a given signal, each Catholic should massacre 
his Protestant neighbours. 

This tale was not merely greeted with applause. ^ Oates became 
the idol of the people, and through the influence of his patrons, 
was raised on a sudden from obscurity and poverty to a position 
of dignity and w^ealth Hence he soon found associates and 
rivals. To give perjured evidence, and lead Catholics to the 
scaffold, had proved a good speculation, and many wished to 
share in its profits and honours. We shall allow a Protestant 
historian to trace the character of the principal of these informers. 
“ A wretch named Carstairs, who had earned a living in Scotland, 
by going disguised to conventicles, and then informing against 
the preachers, led the way : Bedloe, a noted swindler, followed ; 
and soon, from all the brothels, gambling-houses, and spunging- 
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houses of London, false witnesses poured forth, to swear away 
the lives of Roman Catholics. One came with the story of an 
army of thirty thousand men, who were to muster in the 
disguise of pilgrims, at Corunna, and to sail thence to Wales. 
Another had oeen promised canonization and five hundred 

pounds to murder the king Oates, that he might not 

be eclipsed by his imitators, soon added a large supplement to 

his original narrative The vulgar believed, and tne highest 

magistrates pretended to believe even such fictions as these. The 
chief judges of the kingdom were corrupt, cruel, and timid... . 
The juries partook of the feelings then common throughout the 
nation, and were encouraged by the bench to indulge those 
feelings without restraint. The multitude applauded Oates and 
his confederates, hooted and pelted the witnesses who appeared 
on behalf of the accused, and shouted with joy when the verdict 
of guilty was pronounced.”* And hence, as the same writer 
had already remarked, the courts of justice, “ which ought to be 
sure places of refuge for the innocent of every party, were dis- 
graced by wilder passions and fouler corruptions’ than could be 
found in the annals of England. 

Such an excitement against the Catholics naturally found a 
response in the Protestant ascendancy of Ireland. Ormond was, 
at this time. Viceroy ; his private letters, indeed, prove that he 
gave no credence to the accusations against the Catholics, but, 
nevertheless, with his usual duplicity, he enacted such measures 
and laws as supposed and confirmed the belief of the reality- of 
their treasonable designs. The council of Ireland met in the 
presence of the Viceroy, on the 14th of October, 1678. Their 
first enactment was, that all officers and soldiers should repair 
without delay to their respective garrisons. A proclamation 
ensued, commanding “ all titular Popish bishops and dignitaries, 
and all others exercising ecclesiastical jurisdiction by authority 
from the See of Rome, all Jesuits and other regular priests,” to 
depart from the kingdom before the 20th of November follow- 
ing; whilst a reward was oflTered .of £10 for the capture of a 
bishop, and £5 for that of a regular, after that period. Orders 
were, at the same time, given, that all “ Popish societies, con- 
vents, seminaries, and schools,” should be forthwith dissolved and 
utterly suppressed. 

To prevent all excuses for not olieylng the foregoing procla- 
mation, another was issued on the 16th of November, requring all 
owners and masters of ships bound for foreign parts to receive 
“ the Popish clergy” on board, and to transport them accordingly. 

* Macaulay “Hist of England,” vol. i. chap. 2iid. 
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It was deemed necessary, too, to disarm the Catholics ; and a 
special - proclamation enacted, that “ no persons of the Popish 
religion should carry, buy, use, or keep in their houses any arms 
without license; and that all justices of the peace should search 
for such arms as were not brought in within twenty days, and 
bind over the offenders to be prosecuted at the next assizes.” 

It was feared, however, that some officers were remiss in exe-. 
cuting these laws, and hence positive orders were further issued on 
the 2nd of December, by the Lord Lieutenant and council, addressed 
to the sheriffs of the several counties, and to be by them communi- 
cated to the justices of the peace, “ taking notice of their neglect in 
not apprehending such of the Popish regular clergy as did not trans- 
port themselves, and requiring them to return, not only their names, 
but the names also of such as received, relieved, and harboured 
them,” They were, moreover, required to return “ the names of 
all persons licenced to carry arms, and to prosecute those who had 
not delivered in their arms” according to preceding proclamations. 

These orders were principally directed against the prelates and 
regulars, but in reality the officers commissioned with their execu- 
tion prosecuted alike the secular clergy ; it was enough for them 
to raise the cry that any one was a Jesuit in disguise to obtain 
their reward. A proclamation, however, published on the 26th 
of March, 1679, had the secular clergy for its special object. It 
commanded “ that when there was any Popish pretended parish 
priest of any place where any robbery or murder was committed by 
the tories he should be seized upon, committed to the common gaol, 
and thence transported beyond the seas, unless within fourteen 
days after such robbery or murder the persons guilty thereof 
were either killed or taken, or such discovery made thereof in that 
time, as the oflenders might therefore be apprehended and brought 
to justice.” 

A further proclamation ordered the suppression of “ Mass- 
houses and meetings for Popish services in the cities and suburbs 
of Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Waterford, Kinsale,- Wexford, Athlonc, 
Ross, Galway, Drogheda, Youghall, Clonmel, and Kilkenny,” 
these being the most considerable towns in the kingdom, “ in 
which too many precautions could not be taken ” 

No soldier had for many years been admitted to the array till 
he had taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. It was now 
rumoured that some, after entering the service, had embraced the 
Catholic religion, and hence a special proclamation offered 
rewards “ for the discovery of any officer or soldier who had heard 
Mass or been so perverted to the Popish religion.” On the same 
day with this proclamation (20th November, 1678), another was 
issued, prohibiting all Catholics, “ from entering the Castle of 
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Dublin, or any other fort or citadel,” and ordering that “ no per- 
sons of the Romish religion” should be suffered to reside in 
the towns of Drogheda, Wexford, Cork, Limerick, Waterford, 
Youghall, and Galway, or in any other corporation, excepting 
such as “ for the greatest part of the twelve months past had in- 
habited them.”* 

The result of such stringent measures, though, perhaps, it did 
satisfy the cravings of those who had anxiously looked forward to 
the rooting out of Catholicity from the “ Island of Saints,” yet 
was such as even to surpass the expectations of moderate Protes- 
tants, and Carte remarKs, that though all the clergy were not 
expelled from the kingdom, “ which never was, and never will be, 
the consequence of a proclamation ; yet more had been shipped off 
than could have been imagined, and the rest lurked in corners, 
and durst not come near the great towns.” (Ibid. 483.) 

The illustrious Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. Talbot, returned to 
England from his exile on the continent in 1676, and a few 
months before the present outburst of feeling against the Catholics, 
through the intercession of the Duke of York, obtained permis- 
sion to revisit and console his spiritual flock. Though subject to 
violent disease, and apparently at the close of his eventful career, 
yet was he chosen by the malignant policy of Ormond to be the 
first Irish victim of the persecution. Dr. Plunkct announces his 
arrest, writing on the 27th of October, 1678: — » 

“ The matter being proposed and discussed in the Provincial Council 
that I should make a visitation of the province, I commenced with 
Meath, which is the first suffragan diocese, and then proceeded to the 
diocese of Clonmacnoise, w’here I had scarcely finished when the news 
arrived by post, that Dr. Talbot of Dublin was arrested and im- 
prisoned in the Castle or Tower of this city. I received this news 
on the 21st of the past month ; immediately afterwards came a procla- 
mation or edict", banishing all the archbishops, bishops, vicars-gcneral, 
and all the regulars, commanding them to leave the kingdom before the 
20th of November, and threatening penalties and fines against any 
secular who would give them to eat or drink, or otherwise assist them. 
I was quite astonished at the arrest of the Archbishop of Dublin, the more 
so, as since his return to Ireland he did not perform any ecclesiastical 
function. 

“ The convents of the poor regular clergy have boon all scattered 
and destroyed ; so that all the disputes and the reforms which were in 
contemplation for them are all terminated by this edict. The parish 

V 

•Carte’s Ormonde, vol. 2, 478-82 , “ Gesta Hibornor.” in Ware ad an. 1CG8-9 ; 
the Protestant Bishop Maut’s “History of the Church of Ireland,” vol. 1 ; page, 
5G8, aeq. 
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priests and secular pric.sts are not included in it. It is not known 
what particular accusation has been made against the Archbishop 
of ^Dublin ; he is in the secret prison, and no one is allowed to hold 
communication with him. Some have been imprisoned in London 
on suspicion of conspiracy against the king, and for maintaining 
private correspondence with foreign princes, and for the murder of a 
nobleman who was found dead in London. As to the conspiracy 
against the king, it is a merely imaginary one. I have not been in- 
cluded by name in the present edict, nor in that passed four years 
ago, and, therefore, I will remain in the kingdom, though retired in 
some country place, and it is probable that Dr. Brennan and I shall bo 
together. I heard this morning that Dr. Talbot will bo sent to 
London, to have his trial continued there ; howsoever matters may stand, 
quidquid erit, superanda omnis fortuna ferendo est. You will have the 
kindness for the future to address your letters thus : for Mr. Edward 
Hamon, Dublin ; and I will no longer address your Excellency as 
hitherto by the name Monsieur Pruisson, but by Monsieur Picquet a 
Brusselles. 

“ The Bishop of Meath is very weak after a long attack, with 
terrible pains, from the gout, and a weakness of the stomach. I hear 
that in my absence, whilst I was to the west, some letters from you 
arrived in the north : I will immediately send one to fetch them to 
me. Should the parliament meet in London the severity of the edicts 
will continue ; but it will continue also should the parliament meet 
here. 

“ To Monsig. de Pruisson, 

(The Internuncio Tanari at Brussels) 

“ Dublin, 27th Oct. 1678. 

“ P.S. — You will be good enough to send me copy of the brief for 
Dr. Cusack, signed by your Excellency, but without any seal. 

The Archbishop of Dublin being confined in the Castle, the 
other prelates fled to their retreats in the woods and morasses, 
whilst the flocks were scattered and filled with dismay. The 
Internuncio thus writes to the Secretary of Propaganda on the 
17th Dec. 1678:— 

“ The Archbishop of Dublin continues still in prison ; as far as I 
have been able to learn, none of the other prelates have been seized 
on, or compelled to leave the kingdom ; but it is certain that they 
are all retired to places far away from the public, and the most 
difficult of access, so that they are no longer able to continue their 
correspondence with me.” 

In the following year the primate, writing on the 15th of 
May, makes known the fury of the storm to which the Catholics 
were exposed, and the extreme poverty to which the prelates, 
and especially he himself, had, consequently, been reduced: — 
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“ Here matters go on from bad to worse. A proclamation offers 
£10 to whosoever arrests a bishop or Jesuit, and £5 to whosoever 
arrests a vicar-general or friar. The police, spies, and soldiers, are in 
pursuit day and night. Colonel Patrick, an excellent Catholic, and a great 
protector of the Catholics, although a relative of the Duke of Ormond, 
was exiled by order of parliament, which is desirous of prosecuting 
even the Duke of York, on account of his being a Catholic. The secular 
priests had some connivance till the present, though in many parts, 
and especially in the vicinity of Armagh, they have much to suffer. 
Such is the rigour of the Presbyterians, of whom there is a large 
number in these parts ; they are now the prevailing faction in the three 
kingdoms, and are the enemies of all monarchy and hierarchy. One 
might walk twenty-five or thirty miles in districts and not meet with 
six Catholic or Protestant families ; for all are Presbyterians and 
strict Calvinists. 

From my diocese, during the past twelve months, I received only 
22 crowns (£5 lOs.), and for the future ray revenue will be still less. 
I expended a great deal in building schools, and in maintaining masters 
to instruct the youth and clergy of ray province : during the past nine 
years I gave hospitality to all ; indeed, I was the onl)'^ prelate in Ireland 
that had a house of his own: it cost mo 100 crowns every year to 
maintain correspondence with my masters, and the Intemuncios, 
Airoldi and Falconicri, as also Monsignor Tanari, received more 
letters from me these ten years back than from all the prelates of 
Ireland ; and should your Excellency give a look to the Archives, 
you will find more letters and relations from me, during these ten 
years, than from all the other prelates together : non dedi requiem 
temporibus meis aut palpehris ineis dormitationem. I never would have 
been able to encounter such expense had I not been aided by the 
charity of Colonel Patrick, who has been a greater benefactor to me 
than all the diocese of Armagh, or all my friends and relatives in 
the whole kingdom ; but he now is exiled. Moreover, the severest 
penalties have been published in proclamations against the lay Catholics 
who shall receive a bishop or regular in their houses, and thus the rich 
are afraid of losing their possessions, whilst the poor have nothing to 
give. Then, too, your Excellency will hold in mind that I served the 
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda for many years in the chairs of 
theology and controversies, and also the -Sacred Congregation of the 
Index, not without much labour. 1 would be ashamed so to speak did 
not necessity compel me. 1 have done and written and laboured more 
these ten years than all the other prelates of the kingdom together, and 
I now find myself without assistance in this diocese, without a bene- 
factor, w'ithout a house, and all my money amounts to 53 crowns, ita 
est coram Deo et non mentior. His Eminence Cardinal Colonna, w'hen 
he was Secretary, notified to me that the Sacred Congregation, consider- 
ing my labours and expenses, would give me assistance. Through 
Monsig. Airoldi I received 100 crowns; Monsig. Falconicri sent me 
50 more. This is all that I received for myself during the ten years of my 
mission hej’e, and did not necessity compel me, 1 never would ask aid 
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from my masters ; but the charity and liberality of tho Sacred Congre- 
gation at the present time, will be a stimulus and incentive to others to 
servo it for the future, as I have done these twenty-two years past. I 
request your Excellency to read this letter for the Holy Father, and for 
my masters of the Sacred Congregation, and I will ever pray to the 
divine Majesty for their welfare, and for the prosperity of your 
Excellency : and I continually pray for the repose of Signor Francis, 
your father ; and as he loved me whilst he lived, so I am sure it will 
not he irksome to you to aid me in the present conjuncture. 

“ 15th May, 1679. 

“ To Monsig. Cerri. 

“ P.S. — A matron named Lady Neale, and several Catholic gentle- 
men', have been accused of a design to burn Dublin ; only one ruffian, 
named Murphy, was the accuser ; he also accuses three or four of the 
nobility ; hose estpoiestas tenehrarum ac falsorum testium.” 

In another letter, on the same day, to the Internuncio, Dr. 
Plunket confirms these statements, and declares his resolution 
never to forsake the flock entrusted to him, and his readiness to 
suffer exile or death in the discharge of his spiritual duties: — 

“ I received your letter of the 28th of last month, and all the prelates 
here thank you for the favour in regard to the matrimonial cases, and, 
indeed, it might he extended to the rich as well as to the poor in the 
present times, as petitions regarding such matters arc now full of 
danger, as well for the petitioner as for him who writes ; it is also 
dangerous to solicit indulgences, and already a gentleman who obtained 
indulgences from the Sacred Congregation has had a deal to suffer. 
Matters here go from had to worse ; the prelates and regulars were 
already condemned to exile, and now they do not even excuse the parish 
priests, several of whom have been cast into prison ; and even when a 
moderate Protestant wishes to show them some courtesy, he is styled by 
tho others a Papist, which to them is a term of great reproach. Colonel 
Patrick, an excellent Catholic, although a relative of the Duke of Ormond, 
was banished from Court; and those in London are anxious to accuse 
tho Duke of York himself. A reward has already been offered to spies 
and gendarmes and soldiers ; whosoever imprisons a prelate will have 
40 crowns, and for a regular, 20 crowns. 1 am morally certain that I 
shall be taken, so manv are in search of me ; yet in spite of danger I will 
remain with my flock, nor will I abandon them till they drag me to 
the ship. But in case that I should be taken, I must request you to 
let me know whither I shall go; for I am sure they will allow me this 
choice, as they have allowed it to others. I pray you again to let me 
know your advice and counsel on this head, whether to go to Flanders 
or to France, or to some other place. I pray you also to send tho 
enclosed letter to the Sacred Congregation, and to obtain for me the 
favour which it solicits. Should you second it by your letter, I shall 
surely obtain what I ask for.” 
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Tlie arrest of the primate was the crowning deed of tlic 
diabolical conspiracy of the enemies of our holy faith, but still it 
did not appease their fury. The storm continued unabated, and 
the rage of the Protestants against the Catholics seemed every day 
to become more and more inflamed. The Archbishop of Cashel 
thus writes on the 30th of June, 1680; — 

“ From the month of April till the present our affairs have become 
considerably more perplexed. The demon excited this tempest princi- 
pally by means of a friar, the chaplain and companion of bandits, who, 
deserving the scaffold, found a means of obtaining pardon by accusing 
the Archbishop of Armagh, and many others, of a general rebellion 
throughout the kingdom, and persons are not wanting in other parts of 
ho country to follow the example of this friar. This diabolical 
invention added greatly to the afflictions of the Catholics, and to the 
fury of the Protestants against us. I’hcse, for the most part, persuaded 
themselves that the iniquitous imposture of the friar was a reality, and 
that all the bishops of this kingdom have co-operated in setting on foot 
this rebellion : wherefore, the mitret are now more than ever hated by 
the Protestants, who arc convinced that the number of bishops is 
intended to give offence to the government: and hence, too, the 
ministers of justice are now more active than ever in searching after 
them. It has even been resolved on by the government to pass a most 
stringent act in the next Parliament (which, it is thought, will be held 
in September), prohibiting, under penalty of the scaffold, that any 
bishop should ever again enter this kingdom. God forbid that their 
Eminences should make any new bishops for the present, as it would 
only excite more and more their bile against us, and be of great damage 
in hoc terra non suaviter viventium sed in tetra tribulationis et augustice 
uli manducamus panem arctum. Sed coelum sursvm est et terra dcorsum.* 
AVe hope, without ceasing, in the mercy of the divine Majesty, that 
Ho will free us from these afflictions, and that in His own time He will 
manifest our innocence of this pretended conspiracy, a thing which we 
ever anathematized, never desiring anything save the glory of God and 
the service of our prince. Be good enough to excuse the necessary 
shortness of this letter, and the absence of titles : and as usual, I make 
to you my reverence.f 

“30th of June, 1680.” 

Again, on the 12th of September following, the same writer not 
only gives the general details of the persecution, but also adds 
many particulars regarding the Archbishop of Armagh and some 
of the other prelates : — 

* “ Tn this land, not of pleasure, but of tribulation and persecution, where we 
eat the bread of aflUction. But heaven is above and earth below.” 

f This letter is addressed in Englisli, “ To my worthy friend, Mr. Tanariiis, 
at Brussellcs it begins with Monsr.y and no title is giv^en throughout the 
letter. It is signed merely with the initials O'., that is “ Giovanni Cassel- 
lense/’ John of Cauhtl Ho probably feared that it might fall into the hands of 
the government. 
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“Never,” he says, "was there a time more dangerous for writing 
letters than the present ; for when they are intercepted, as very fre- 
quently happens, every word is interpreted in an evil sense, and the 
belief of the conspiracy is so deeply rooted in the minds of all, that an 
angel from heaven would not suffice to dfsabuse them of their error ; 
and as for us, we pronounce anathema against all conspirators and dis- 
turbers of the public peace : for we have no other thought or desire 
except for the spiritual profit of souls, with the due subordination to 
the political government. Those, too, to whom our letters are consigned, 
as well the letters we receive as the letters we send, now hesitate to 
receive them, fearing imprisonment and the other penalties : hence it 
is that so few letters are sent ; nor is it expedient to write more fre- 
quently, especially for those who keep themselves concealed, and have 
not as yet come into the hands of the magistrates; for were one of their 
letters found, every effort would be made to discover themselves, and 
give them a taste of the prison. 

“The Archbishop of Armagh was brought before the courts, accused 
of conspiracy, especially by a friar, an unworthy student of St. Isidore’s : 
but when the accusations were read, they did not proceed with the trial, 
as one of the informers, the friar’s associate, was wanting, and thus 
judgment was deferred for six months, and the archbishop was 
re-conducted to the prisons of Dublin, whore he was confined before. 
He sustains great sufferings with zeal and resolution, comforting 
himself with his innocence and with the grace of the Lord. His 
journey (to Drogheda) occasioned him groat expense, as well for 
himself as for those who were brought thither to attest his innocence. 

“ The Bishop of Cork being already in prison, expected sentence 
during the assizes of the last month ; no mention, however, was made 
of him at that time, and he continues still in prison. 

“ The Bishop of Limerick has permission from the government to 
remain in any part of his diocese, on account of his great ago and infir- 
mities. 

“ The Bishop of Killaloe is not in his own district, but elsewhere: he 
is in strict concealment, and justly so, for our enemies bear him great 
ill-will, and speak violently against him. 

“ Notwithstanding the great afflictions which we suffer, great good 
is done for the salvation of souls. The government is moderate, nor do 
we see that ligour which is felt in England. It is now reported that 
one of the chief informers of the pretended conspiracy has died, and 
that before dying, he retracted all that he had said about the conspiracy; 
and this, perhaps, will mitigate the fury of our adversaries. I request 
you to communicate the substance of what I write, or to transmit this 
letter to llonsig. Cybo, who, I hope, will excuse my writing so seldom, 
which is occasioned by the motives already mentioned, and to one and 
the other I make an humble reverence.* 

“ 12th September, 1680.” 

* This letter is is signed in full Oiov. ./ireiu. Caa-ieUense, John, Archbishop of 
Cashel. He was at the same time Administrator of Waterford and Lismore, 
but seldom adds this title, except when writing on raatteni connected with that 
diocese. 
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The enemies of the C»thollcs in England were nowise content 
with the slow proceedings of the Irish government. On the 
3rd of March, 1G80, the Earl of Anglesey wrote to the Lord 
Lieutenant, “ that it is ^s Majesty’s absolute and unalterable 
pleasure (advised by all the council) to have every individual of 
the Popish clergy seized and imprisoned till they petition to be 
sent over seas, and promise never to return or practice against 
the state ; for there is no other way to cure their madness, and 
there are those in England who will apprehend them all.” To 
which his Excellency characteristically replied, that “ if any in 
England will undertake it, they shall have the promised 
reward, and his thanks besides ; and to tell him of the insolent 
deportment and signal perfidy of the popish clergy of Ireland is 
to preach to him that there is pain in the gout; and he protests 
that he would sooner be rid of them than of that disease.” 

Such was their hatred against the Catholic clergy, and such 
tlieir premeditated plan, which was worthy of a Diocletian or a 
Nero, to banish the Catholic pastors from our shores, or lead 
them to the scaffold. We shall conclude this chapter with the 
words of the impartial Fox: — 


“ The proceedings of the Popish plot must always be considered as an 
indelible disgrace upon the. English nation, in which king, parliament, 
judges, juries, witnesses, prosecutors, have all their respective, though 
certainly not equal shares. Witnesses of such a character as not to 
deserve credit in the most trifling cause upon the most immaterial facts, 
gave evidence so incredible, or, to speak more ploinl}-, so impossible to 
be true, that it ought not to have been believed if it had come from the 
mouth of Cato; and upon such evidence, from such witnesses, were 
innocent men condemned to death and executed. Prosecutors, whether 
attorneys or solicitors-general, or managers of impeachment, acted with 
the fury which in such circumstances might be expected. Juries partook 
naturally of the national ferment ; and judges, whose duty it was to 
guard them against such impressions, were scandalously active in con- 
firming them in their prejudices and inflaming their passions.”* 


* Historical Works, page 33, seq. 
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ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT OF DR. PLUNKET. 

Dr. Plunket, when rooting out the abuses which had crept into 
some districts of his diocese, and correcting the vices of some 
unhappy members of the Franciscan 'order, had well foreseen 
that he had to treat with men who deemed his reforms too great a 
check on their vicious lives — who would refuse to listen to his 
words of correction, and pursue him with their hatred even unto 
death. But he embraced these consequences of his sacred 
ministry with joy, and, as a good pastor, offered his life for the 
salvation of his flock, and the healing of the wounds of his 
suffering church. He never ceased for an instant to pursue the 
reforms which the necessities of his church required, and, as he 
liad hoped, the earthly reward of all these labours was martyr- 
dom : but his death was the triumph of the holy cause for which 
he combated, and as the Archbishop of Cashel remarked, by his 
death he effected more towards the rooting out of these abuses 
than he could possibly have achieved by a century of anxious 
toil. A letter of the Intcrnuncio, written whilst Dr. Plunket 
was yet in prison, expressly attributes all his sufferings to the 
enmity of those who had experienced his zeal in the cause of 
church discipline and morality : it is addressed to Cardinal Cybo, 
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation de Propaganda : — 

** I enclose to your Eminence a letter lately received from the Bishop 
of Kildare in Ireland, by which he informed me of his having been 
arrested on the 25th of February, without, however, any accusation 
being as yet brought against him, save his having exercised Papal juris- 
diction in the kingdom. He, therefore, expects that after a long 
imprisonment he will be conducted to one of the ports and transported 
hither after the confiscation of all his goods. Wherefore he prays that 
on his arrival in Flanders some succour or place of refuge should be 
provided for him ; he also hopes to be recommended to the clemency of 
the Emperor, at whose solicitation in Home he was promoted to the 
episcopacy ; and he seems also desirous to remain in the Irish College 
of Antwerp, where, without doubt, he will be received, if some slight 
assistance be provided for him. I have deemed it my duty to notify so 
much to your Eminence that you may be gefod enough, should you 
think fit, to lay the matter before the Sacred Congregation, with tho 
news, at the same time, of the imprisonment, in Dublin, of Dr. Creugh, 
Biahop of Cork, who was for many years agent of the Irish clergy 
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in the Koraan Court. From the Archbishop of Armagh I received no 
letter since his arrival in London, when he informed me that his trial 
had been deferred in consequence of God permitting that his accusers 
should struggle amongst themselves, imputing to one another most enor- 
mous crimes. All those who have come to England to accuse him are 
Catholics, and even ecclesiastics, regular and secular. Thi% is to he 
atlrihuted to the hatred conceived against this prelate : hence during 
the past years the various accusations presented against him to the Sacred 
Congregation. I fondly hope to be able, in a short time, to give more 
pleasing news concerning these bishops, and I make a profound 
reverence.” ‘ 

“Brussels, 19th April, 1681.” 

As early as 1678 a friar, named John MaoMoyer, whom Dr. 
Plunket had suspended for various crimes, and who, as we shall 
see in the next chapter, was noted for his violence, drunkenness 
and immoralities, accused him of conspiracy against the crown. 
But so notorious was the character of this unfortunate man, that 
the grand jury refused to receive his testimon^y, and ordered 
himself to be arrested, and it was only with difficulty that he 
escaped capital punishment. This check did not suffice to make 
tlie enemies of tlie primate desist from their wicked design. 
MacMoyer could find no other names for him than Elymas, 
Barjesus, Simon Magus, and Oliver Cromwell,* and often avowed 
his determination to bring him to the scaffold. 

The accusations to which the Nuncio refers as made in Rome 
against Dr. Plunket, proceeded from some worthy associates of 
this apostate friar, and were supposed by the Archbishop to have 
had for their chief author Fr. Anthony Daly, who was the friend 
and companion of MacMoyer.f 

A letter penned in Dublin prison by the Archbishop, in reply 
to the accusations presented to Propaganda against him, discloses 
to us not only many of these accusations, but also many facts 
which sufficiently make known the spirit which guided these 
unfortunate men in seeking the destruction of the primate. It 
is the first letter written from prison by Dr. Plunket, and is dated 
the 17th‘of January, 1680: — 

“ May the Lord be praised, who in a twofold way has given me 
occasion of spiritual joy. And first of all, by these prisons of the 
tower or royal castle, where I was detained in strict confinement from 
the Gth of December last till yesterday, when they gave me permission 
to converse with some friends and my servant, and this, because having 

* See Tri.'il, hb-idence of MacMoyer and Dr. Plunket. 

t From the letter which was written by Dr. Plunket (22nd June, 1681,) 
we learn that Mac Moyer was Daly’s vicar. 
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examined m)- papers, they found nothing regarding political or temporal 
matters, in which I never took any part. Secondl)’, I nm consoled by 
hearing of the calumnies of an apostate friar, Anthony Daly’, dimidium 
animce of Fr. Felix O'Neill. This Fr. Anthony sought to take away 
my life here, instigating the tories to kill me ; they came at midnight 
about six years ago, to the house of my vicar-general, where I then 
was ; they broke open the doors and took away all the money from 
myself, and my vicar-general, and my secretary, Michael Plunket, 
who is now in Rome, and they held a sword to my throat. The chief 
of this band w'as afterwards taken, and before death declared in prison 
to the parish priest of Armagh, and to his curate, that Fr. Anthony 
told him to kill me, and that afterwards ho would give him absolution. 
The curate, Patrick O’Donnelly, is now in Paris, and before embarking 
juratus attested this in presence of the Bishop of Clogher. I have 
in my possession a letter written by the same Anthony, in which ho 
says si ipse Dens aliquid detrimenti inftrret ordini Sanoii Francisei, 
certarem contra Deum. He afterwards preached publicly against the 
Dominicans, and again in the parish of Armagh preached erroneous 
and scandalous doctrines, and therefore, in the presence of the Bishop 
of Clogher, I suspended him from preaching and liearing the confessions 
of the laity’. Ttiis was done in his presence, and in the presence of the 
Bishop of Clogher; he, nevertheless, continued to preach and sacrilegiously 
to hear confessions, and afterwards went through the province spreading 
calumnies against mo, and against my vicar-general, Bernard SIngorth, 
dean of Armagh, a man distinguished hy his integrity of life and 
learning, who had endeavoured to restrain the insolence of this mad- 
man ; then before going to Italy, he circulated in Paris all that your 
Excellency writes to me, and even more, viz., that I had become a 
Protestant, and had taken the oath of royal supremacy. Cardinal 
Howard is well informed of all the deeds of this apostate friar against 
me. Under the seventh and eighth heads, he states that I was the cause 
of the second last persecution, and that in that persecution, as well as in 
the present, I found favour, because I betrayed the Catholics. From 
this alone you may learn the malignant intentions of this man. In 
that persecution Dr. Brennan, of Cashel, and I were together on the 
mountains enduring the cold and the frost. In the present presecution 
1 alone of the prelates as yet sutfer hero, and that solely for 
communion, and profession, and dependence on my superiors, which 
1 had always held and will hold. This calumniator says that I alone 
am in favour, whilst others are persecuted, and yet I am in prison and 
they are free. I declare to your Excellency eoram Deo et non mentior, 
that there is not a single one of the eight points which is not mere 
calumny and falsehood ; and though this should be proved, yet what 
would it avail against a mad fi-iar who defames the first, though 
unworthy’ prelate of an entire kingdom, who lived for twenty-five years 
in Rome, holding high positions in the schools, and has spent these ten 
years past in labours, and suflerings, and persecution, and poverty-. 
In the month of August of 1678, two months before this persecution 
commenced, I held a Provincial Council, at which the Bishops of Clogher 
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and Meath, and the other suffraganvS or their procurators assisted ; and 
they gave a most complete attestation as to my labours during the past. 
Now to whom is credence to be given, to a friar whom I juridically 
chastised, or to the attestation of all the suffragans } This was sent to 
your Excellency, and was, I think, by you transmitted to Rome. But 
I bear these calumnies, as I hope, with spiritual gain, imitating my 
Saviour, who suffered in body and in reputation from His adversaries, 
calling him a magician, a bibber, a glutton, a demon, &c. And now, 
as far as this sheet will hold, I will answer to the heads which seem 
of most importance, leaving the others for a future letter.’*^ 

“ Under the second head, towards the end, he says, bonus presbyter 
Edmundus Gavanus suspensus est suasu primatis alias non suspendendus 
ul ipse judex testatus est coram muUis. I never heard even of the 
imprisonment of this Edmund till after his execution ; he was found 
in arms amongst the tories, and had been for three months in their 
company, and on his arrest was at once condemned. I never saw the judge 
before, or for two years after the trial, and I never spoke to him, nor did 
I write to him mediate vel immediate, per se vel per accidens, directs vel 
indirecte; nor was I within a less distance than sixty miles from the 
criminal sessions. But, as this friar, even at the time, circulated this 
calumny against me, I have under the hand of Ronan Magin, who 
was the ordinary of the place, and who was present at the sessions, 
that this was a calumny and falsehood circulated by this unfortunate 
man and others of his accomplices, and this was three or four years 
ago. \ * 

“ In the second point, he declares, me subornasse duos falsos testes qui 
imposuerunt crimen lessee majestatis DD. Jacobo Callaghan et Dionysio 
Raverti; I neither know such witnesses, who they are, or what their 
name and surname, or in what they are engaged ; 4his is the truth, 

* coram Deo et non montior;’ nor was I ever either per me or per aliu?n 
engaged in any criminal session. 

“In the second point, he again says, that Parochi Kilmoren. dicecesis 
me jubente vocati sunt ad tribunalia Protestantium. But he neither 
names these parish priests, nor to whom I gave the command that they 
should be summoned to the Protestant courts. I never summoned 
either by sign or words ; nor was any person, whether lay or ecclesi- 
astic, me annuente, ever summoned to any tribunal : and had I any 
disposition for such things, I would have summoned and prosecuted 
this very ^Anthony Daly, who was an abettor of the bandits, and 
excited them to assassinate me, and, in fact, they did plunder my vicar- 
general and my secretary, urged on by this friar Anthony. 

“ In the fifth point, he adds, me nuliam conferre parochiam vel ordines 
sine peennia, et ordinarii a me intrusi idem facere prcetendnnt de jure. 
So that my suffragans do the same. Testificor coram Deo, to use the 
words of St. Paul, that I never took nor asked for one halfpenny from 
any person, whether lay or ecclesiastical, or for anything whatsoever, 

* He probably thought it useless to trouble himself any more about the®® 
accusations ; at least, 1 have met with no other letter in which he alludes ^ 
them. 
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excepting what, dejure vel de comuetudine^ was due to me and to my 
predecessors; and that I never received by all emoluments, fixed or 
casual, £55 per annum. 

“To the other points, which are in like manner manifest falsehoods 
and calumnies, I will answer in another Tetter, not to render this one 
too bulky, and with a profound reverence, &c. 

“17 January, 1680. 

“ P.S. — It is worth remarking what he says, that neither I nor my 
vicars are able proponere verhum aalutis populo : I therefore must have 
spent my time very badly in Rome, where I taught theology and 
controversies for so many years. He says this in the seventh point 
towards the end. 

“ In the first and sixth points, he declares me excludere nativos. I 
never gave either vicariate or dignity to any but natives of my pro- 
vince, nor a parish to any but natives of my diocese, unless when 
necessitated to caU in a priest from a neighbouring diocese ; and Luko 
Plunket, whom he accuses of simony, is a native of my province, and is 
one that has sufiered imprisonment and exile for the faith ; but because 
coercuit ipsius msoleiitiam, therefore does he seek to blacken his 
character. 

“You will be good enough to write to me by return of post, and to 
tell me the name of my accuser. If I do not greatly mistake it is this 
friar Anthony. But whose deputy is he ? As whose agent does he 
act } Some letters of your Excellency were found amongst my papers, 
but they no-wise damaged me ; nay, more, your Excellency received 
the praise of prudence and caution in writing. I pray you also to 
send this letter to Monsignor Cybo. 

In the month of November, 1679, Dr. Plunket left his place of 
concealment in the secluded parts of his own diocese, and came 
to Dublin, to assist, in his last moments, his relative, the aged 
Bishop of Meath ; and we have already seen with what words of 
affection and Christian charity he announced the demise of this 
prelate in his letter of 30th November, 1679. Ten days later 
Dr. Plunket was arrested in his place of concealment in the city 
of Dublin, by a body of militia, headed by Hetherington ;* and, 
by order of the Viceroy, he 'was committed a close prisoner 'to 
Dublin castle. This was on the Gth of December, 1679. 'For 
six weeks no communication with him was allowed,! but after 
that term, nothing treasonable having been discovered in his 
papers, he was treated with more kindness, and permitted to 
receive visits from his friends. 

The only crime of which the primate was as yet supposed to 
be accused, was that of remaining in the kingdom, despite of the 
royal interdict, and of exercising the functions of his sacred 

* Thorpe’s Collection of Pamphlets, 1G41 to 1G90, Miurphy’s Narrative, &c. 

t (Till IGth January following,) see Lett, mox cit. 
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ministry. This is more than evident from many sources. All 
the letters of the Archbishop, written for many months after his 
arrest, never allude to any other accusation. In the letter just 
cited, he expressly states that tliis was the only ground for his 
arrest. A relative, too, of the primate, named William Plunket, 
having completed his course of studies in the Propaganda college 
in Rome, and returning to his native land, in the beginning of 
1680, to his surprise learned on landing in Ireland, that the 
Archbishop had been already for some months in prison. He 
hastened without delay to convey this intelligence to Rome, 
declaring the affliction which overwhelmed him, and the conso- 
lation at the same time which all his friends received, since the 
primate was accused of no other crime tlian that which was a 
true glory for a good pastor of the sjnritual flock ; his letter is 
directed to the Cardinals of the Sacred Congregation de Propa- 
ganda, and is dated 20th of March, 1680: — 

“ After a long journey, I at length arrived at Nantes, a maritime city 
of France, in which, though there were many English and Irish vessels, 
yet none wished to receive me, fearing lest (should they bring eccle- 
siastics to Ireland during the persecution) their ships and merchandise 
would be confiscated. At length, after three months’ stay in Nantes, 
Providence inspired a Catholic master to give mo a place in his ship. 
The weather was so stormy, and the winds so uncertain or contrary, 
that with difficulty could we reach Ireland towards the beginning of 
February, although, if the winds were favourable, it should be only 
four days’ sail. Having arrived in Ireland, to my great dismay and 
grief, I received the news that the primate was a prisoner in the 
Iloyal Castle of Dublin. I hastened thither, and having heard and 
learned for certain that he had been imprimied only for being a Catholic 
bishop, and for not having abandoned the flock of our Lord in obedience 
to the edict published by Parliament, I was somewhat consoled, it being his 
and our glory that he should suffer in such a cause. He was arrested on 
the 6th of December last, and no one was permitted to speak to him 
till the middle of January, when his friends were allowed to visit him, 
and he fflmself received permission to walk in an open balcony. No 
sooner was he arrested than, so to say, percusso pastore disperse sunt ores ; 
the other bishops and prelates fled to their retreats, and are so concealed 
that few even of their most intimate friends know where they are. 
Notwithstanding all thi.s, I have this moment received intelligence of 
the arrest of Dr. Creagh, Bishop of Cork, and the dread of all is so 
much the more increased, as it is thought a parliament will soon be 
held, when the most rigorous enactments will be made against the 
Catholics, and, after the manner of the English Parliament, no Catholic 
will be allowed to sit in it. As to the state of ecelesiastins here, all the 

convents are destroyed and the friars scattered The parish 

priests have as yet some connivance in administering the sacraments, 
but in the cities and large towns they are not allowed to have oratories 
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or chapclB, and hence they are compelled to travel about and offer the 
holy Sacrifice and exercise their sacred functions, now here, now there, 
in private houses. Would to God, and to the Blessed Virgin, that this 

same toleration may continue The times are so disastrous that it 

is with difficulty we can live, the Catholics being so poor, and in con- 
tinual fear of more rigorous edicts agjiinst us, and inhabilitated to hold 
any office, military or civil. 

“ Dublin, 20 March, 1680. 

The Bishop of Kildare writes to the same effect : — “We are liere 
so terrified that 1 have not dared to write to you this length of time. 
The primate has been in prison since the 5th of December, and is 
kept m close confinement in the Koyal Castle in Dublin ; he is in 
the room adjoining that of the Archbishop of Dublin; his cause 
Las not been as yet examined, but it can be no other than 
that which is common to all of his dignity and profession, that is, 
of having disobeyed the proclamation commanding departure from 
the kingdom. One of the three things must soon take place in his 
regard, either that he be liberated on security being given, or that 
he be compelled to leave the kingdom, giving security that he will 
not return, or, in fine, that le dexaran penas a donde esta (he be 
compelled to suffer where he is).”* ■»* 

The primate on his trial declared, “ I was a prisoner six months, 
only for my religion, and there was not onc word of treason spoken 
of against me for so many years;” and the Attorney-General him- 
self avowed that he was arrested ‘ for being art over zealous papist.’ t 

Nevertheless, another accusation had been from the commence- 
ment presented against him, and if it were kept secret, and dis- 
guised for awhile, it was only that the plana of his accusers might 
be more matured, and the conspiracy so arranged, in all its parts, 
as assuredly to lead him to the scaffold. > 

The fact mentioned by the Bishop of Kildare in the above 
extract is worthy of attention. Side by side with the Arch- 
bishop of Armagh in the prison of the Castle of Dublin was the 
glorious confessor of Christ, Peter Talbot, Archbishop of that see. 
They had both been pillars of our Irish Church; they had long 
struggled together, and sometimes, too, with conflicting views in 

• 17 January, 1C79, styl. vet. (1680.) 

t The Intemuncio Tanari, when conveying the intelligence of his arrest to 
the .Sacred Congregation, harl no apprehension of his being subjectoil to capital 
punishment, but seemed convinced that he would be only sent into laanishment. 
'rhe lutermmeio was, consequently, not aware of <iny aceusatiou save that to 
which we Imve rcferrtHl: — “ £ di giii incarcerato Mgr. Arcivescovo d’Armach e 
quando non si tenti cosa veruna injpregiudizio della sua vit.a, coine ho motivo di 
I>crauailermi, sari facile che lo astnughino almeno .all esigUo, nel qual caso non 
dubito che non sia per ricoverarsi in h'iandra e per cercarvi un asilo sotto il 
imtrocinio e colla assiatenza della S. Congne. (3 Fcbtiuary, 1680.) 
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promoting its welfare and defending its rights; and God now 
decreed that they should be united in receiving their earthly 
reward and be sharers in the same glorious captivity; and though 
Dr. Plunket alone was destined to receive the palm upon the 
scaffold, yet, perhaps, no less glorious was the crown of lengthened 
martyrdom which his fellow confessor received. Dr. Talbot, 
overcome by the sufferings of prison, died in the beginning of 
December, 1680.* 

MacMoyer, on his first evidence as to the treasonable de- 
signs of Dr. Plunket, was treated by Ormond with the contempt 
which such malignant perjurers deserved.! And when, later still, 
his evidence and that of the other witnesses was presented to the 
grand jury, these, though all Protestants, refused to find bills of 
indictment against the primate. This fact we learn from the 
Protestant Bishop Burnet, who, in the “ flistory of his own 
Times,” page 502, seq., thus writes: — 

"Plunket, the popish primate of Armagh, was at this time brought 
to his trial. Some lewd Irish priests, and others of that nation, hearing 
that England was at that time disposed to hearken to good swearers, 
thought themselves well qualified for that employment ; so they came 
over to swear that there was a great plot in Ireland to bring over a 
French army, and to mas.sacro all the English. The witnesses were 
brutal and profligate men ; yet the Earl of Shaftesbury cherished them 
much : they were examined by the Parliament at Westminster, and 
what they said was believed. Upon that encouragement it was reck- 
oned that we should have witnesses come over in whole companies. 
Lord Essex told mo that this Plunket was a wise and sober man, who 
was always in a different interest from the two Talbots, the one of these 
being the titular Archbishop of Dublin, and the other raised afterwards 
to ho Duke of Tyrconnell. These were meddling and factious men, 
whereas Plunket was for their living quietly and in due submission to 
the government, without engaging into intrigues of state. Some of 
these priests had been censured by him for their lewdness : and they 
drew others to swear as they^ had directed them. They had appeared 
the winter before upon a bill offered to the grand jury; but as the 
foreman of the jury, who was a zealous Protestant, told me, they con- 
tradicted one another so evidently', that they' would not find the bill. 
But now they laid their story better together, and swore against Plunket 
that he had got a great bank of money to be prepared, and that he had 
an army' listed, and was in a correspondence with France to bring over 
a fleet from thence. Ho had nothing to say in his own defence, but to 
deny all. So he was condemned, and suffered, very decently expressing 
himself in many particulars as became a bishop. He died denying 
everything that had been sworn against him.” 

* Letter of Nuncio, 21st December, ICSO. 

+ See Thoi'iie’s Collection, 1641-90, Murphy’s Pamplilet, page 29. 


Digitized by Google 



ARREST ASD'IMPUISONMENT OF DR. PLUNKET. 


2»9 


It was not till the month of June, 1680, that the witnesses had 
fully arranged their plans. Armed with commendatory letters 
from the English court, they now returned to Ireland assured of 
success. Amongst the many precautions taken by the apostate 
friar MacMoyer, one was to have a government order sent from 
London to the Viceroy, that no Catholic should be a member of 
the jury; — “Orders had been transmitted to Ireland,” says the 
primate on his trial, “ that I should be tried in Ireland, and that 
no Roman Catholic should be on the jury, and so it was in both 
the grand and other jury ; yet, there, when I came to my trial, 
after I was arraigned, not one appeared.” Dr. Plunket did not 
object to this arrangement, though in itself most unjust, so con- 
scious was he of his own innocence, and of the known character 
of his accusers; and after the words which we have just cited, he 
again avowed upon his trial : — “ If I had been in Ireland, I would 
have put myselr on m^ trial to-morrow, without any witnesses, 
before any Protestant jury that knew them and me.” 

The Viceroy, however, decreed that the trial should be held in 
Dundalk, the scene of the reputed treasonable crimes ; and, as we 
shall just now see, this alone sufficed to derange all the plans of the 
witnesses, for they were conscious that their character was well 
known in that quarter, and that evidence could be, without diffi- 
culty, procured there of their malignity and evil designs and 
perjuries. Dr. Plunket, writing to the Intcrnuncio on the 25th of 
July, 1680, the day after his return from Dundalk, gives the 
following detailed account of the proceedings of this trial: — ’ 

“ Tour letter of the 17th of July consoled me in my tribulations and 
miseries. The friar MacMoyer, as well in the criminal sessions of 
Dundalk as after these sessions, presented a memorial that the trial 
should not be held in Dundalk, where he was too well known, andjhat 
it should be deferred till September or March next,^ but the Viceroy 
refused. ■ ' 

“ I was brought with a guard to Dundalk on the 21st of. July ; 
Dundalk is 36 miles from Dublin. I was there consigned to the 
King’s Lieutenant in that district, who treated me with great courtesy, 
and on the 23rd and 24th July I was presented for trial. A long 
process was read, but on the 24th MacMoyer did not appear to confirm 
his depositions and hear my defence : I had 32 witnesses, priests, friars, 
and seculars, prepared to falsify all that the friar had sworn, forsooth 
that I had seventy thmsand Catholics prepared to murder all the Pro- 
testants, and to establish here the Romish religion and Popish superstition: 
that I had sent various agents to different kingdoms to obtain aid : that I 
had visited and explored all the fortresses and maritime ports of the king- 
dom: and that I had held a provincial council in 1678 to introduce the 
French, He also accused, in his depositions. Monsignor Tyrrell, Eev. 
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Luke Plunket, the ordinary of Derry, and Dr. Edward Dromgole, an 
eminent preacher. Murphy (the second witness) no sooner heard that 
the sessions and trial would be held in Dundalk than he fled out of the 
kingdom : and hence MacMoyer alleged that he himself could not 
appear, ns he awaited the return of Murphy : and so these sessions 
terminated, and according to the laws of this country, I must present 
myself at three criminal sessions before I can be absolved, and as there 
will be no sessions in Dundalk till the end of March, my counsel and 
friends recommended me to present a memorial to have the cause 
adjudged in Dublin at the next criminal sessions of All Saints, and 
that the jury of Dundalk should be brought to Dublin, which, perhaps, 
I may obtain. The manner of proceeding here in criminal cases seems 
very strange to me. The person accused knows nothing of the accusa- 
tions till the day of trial ; he is allowed no counsel to plead his cause ; 
the oath is not given to his witnesses; and one witness suffices for the 
Crown. They receive, however, the evidence of the witnesses of the 
accused, although they do not administer the oath to them. The 
sessions being over, I was re-conducted, by order of the Viceroy, to 
the Koyal Castle of Dubliu, to my dear and costly apartment : con- 
sidering, however, the shortness of the time spent in Dundalk, it was 
still more expensive, ns 1 had to bring 32 witnesses from different parts, 
and maintain them for four days in Dundalk, and amongst the guards 
and servants of the Lieutenant I distributed about 40 crowns. Although 
the two chief judges are appointed by the crown, the jury is chCsen by 
the Lieutenant of tho district of Dundalk. As there are more Catholics 
than Protestants in the county Louth, MacMoyer, forsceing that some 
Catholics would surely be on the jury, and knowing that the Lieutenant, 
who, from his office, is called sheriff, was a friend of mine, presented a 
memorial that no Catholic should be on the jury, and he obtained his 
petition. I made no opposition, knowing well that all the Protes- 
tants of my district looked on MacMoyer as a confederate of the tories, 
and hence, at the criminal sessions of Armagh, in 1678, he was 
prosecuted and fined; and I knew, moreover, that they all deemed 
fabulous the story sworn by MacMoyer against me, and, moreover, his 
dissolute life was notorious, and he was always half drunk when he 
appeared before the tribunals. Murphy fled, because he well knew 
that the jury of Dundalk would have hanged him. He had been 
imprisoned in Dundalk and escaped : he was found in the company of 
the tories, and he concealed the articles which they stole. It is said 
that he has gone to England to obtain pardon from the king, that he 
may afterwards appear against me ; not to accuse me in crimine Icesce 
majestaiis (of treason), but of exercising papal jurisdiction in this 
kingdom : another witness, Callaghan, accuses me in like manner, and 
it is an accusation which I deem most glorious. It is more than two 
years since MacMoyer commenced his accusations against me, as is clear 
from the depositions. 

“ I more than once wrote to your Excellency to request my masters 
to send me some aid. 1 am at this moment 500 crowns in debt ; I 
have to pay here £1 per week for my own and my servant’s apart- 
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ments, and having no means to pay for my food, one of my servants 
brings it to me in a basket from the house of two Catholic noblemen. 
This is the truth coram Deo et non mentior; and although you well 
know I have not now received one halfpenny from ray masters, yet 
Catholics here, as well as Protestants, can with difficulty bo induced to 
believe it. Here there is no such thing as revenue ; as you know, we 
depend on the benevolence of the Catholics, who are reduced to such 
poverty, especially in my districts, that it is difficult for the parish 
priests to find the means of subsistence. So many, between bandits 
and soldieiy, are continually in pursuit of them, that in my district the 
greater part left their holdings ; in fact, all the military are maintained 
at the expense of the poor Catholics, and many not being able to pay 
are imprisoned. 

** I request you again to make known my present state to the 
masters,! and I am sure your letters will have a happy result ; and 
others seeing their charity towards one that served them these twenty- 
two years past, will have an additional motive not to abandon their 
flocks despite every persecution. It is certain, that were it not for ray 
exhortations, many of my brother prelates would have fled on the 
publication of the edict. But if they see me in prison and reduced to 
extremities as to food and other necessaries, what will they say ? I 
submit in everything to the charity and kindness of your Excellency. 

In reply to this letter the Internimcio informed Dr. Plunket 
that he had consigned 150 crowns to his friend, the Canon Joyce 
in Brussels, and Dr. Plunket, under the impression that these 
were from the private purse of Monsignor Tanari, again wrote on 
the 31st of August: — 

** I have received yours of the 23rd inst., and it was never my 
intention to inconvenience the purse of your Excellency, but I was 
desirous that you should write without delay to Monsignor Cybo and 
the masters to make known my condition and sufferings, and how I 
served them in Home, teaching for many years theology and controver- 
sies in the Propaganda, and labouring at the Congregation of the Index, 
and how also I toiled these ten years past corresponding with* the 
masters and exercising my ecclesiastical functions. God knows all I 
spent in this correspondence, and in supporting schools and teachers for 
the education of youth and ecclesiastics. I pray you again to write to the 
masters : they, perhaps, will be backward in assisting me, thinking 
that all my brother prelates would make like claims ; but there is great 

+ Sec in the Aj)pendix, a jKitition addressed by Dr. Plunket to the Sacred 
Congregation, stating the many expenses to which he was subjected, and the 
poverty of his friends, who in consequence of their being excessively oppressed 
and persecuted (ob miniam ojipressionem et persecutionem) could yield nim no 
assistance. He then commemorates some special reasons why the Sacred Con- 
gregation should not be unmindful of him, and especially his having “ for ten. 
years attended to his spiritual charge, despite every persecution.” 
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difference between me and them, and whilst there are so many special 
reasons in my favour, I am on the other hand certain that none of the 
others will inconvenience them. No one spent so much as I did in 
serving them, and had I not incurred these expenses I would not be 
now in need. My brother prelates lived at others’ expense, but I 
lived in my own house and expended for others more even than I had. 
1 am now 500 crowns in debt, and until the sessions of All Saints I 
don’t know what will be my lot. MacMoyer is anxious that the trial 
should be deferred : Murphy fled from the kingdom, and they await 
(*i superii placet) his return. You will be good enough to order the 
150 crowns to be consigned to Canon Joyce, and his receipt will 
suflSce. I will ever pray for the health and welfare of your Excel- 
lency. 

“ 31st August, 1680.” 

But the scene was now to be soon shifted from the shores of 
Ireland* to the banks of the Thames. Mac Moyer and his 
associates felt that it would be impossible for them to attain their 
wicked purpose in a country where their crimes were so public, 
and the primate so revered: they therefore petitioned the king 
that the trial should be transferred to London. The suggestion 
was pleasing to the court, and about the middle of October 
Dr. Plunket received a summons to appear before Parliament 
and the king to answer to the charges imputed to him. There 
are two letters of the Archbishop written on this occasion, 
one on the 21st of October, announcing this summons to 
London ; and another, written on board the vessel on the 24th, 
the day of his departure from Ireland. In the former he thus 
writes : — 

" I have been cited to appear before the king and Parliament in 
Ixmdon, and I leave to-day to embark : may all be for the greater 
glory of God and the salvation of my soul. Another friar has made 
his appearance as informer; bis name is George Coddan ; he was im- 
prisoned for some crime, and to obtain his hberty became informer 

* Wo learn from Father O’Heyn that Dr. Plunket, whilst in the Dublin 

S rison, kept uj) a corre.sjwndence with Dr. de Burgo, Bishoi) of Eli>hin, warning 
im of the ])lots that were laid against him, and how he shoidd best avoid 
them : — “ Vix enarrari potest quantas qualesque tribulationes ])eri>essus fuerit in 
horreiida persccutione suscitata contra omnes promiscue Catbolicos in Anglia 
et Hibernia anno 1080. C’onstituta; sunt bis centumlibnc stcrlinga* pro quocum- 
qiie enm (Epum Elphincn.) prendente, quam ob rem noetu itinerari solcbat 
durante ista jiersecutione. . . Eram ejus individuus socius toto anno usquedum 
oaptus fuent lUmus. ct Kevmus. Armachanus Archi Pnesul D. Oliverius 
Plunket qui crebro monebat Epum hUphinemem e carcere DMiniensi de freqtien- 
tibue conailiis eoncilii mpremi ac privati a/l cnpiendimi ilium rjuibue mouitionibua 
multum ndjulua tit Elphinenait Prteaul ad eorum insidiaa et taniptinoletilat 
mamu evitandaa.” (See “ Hibernia Dominic.” Pag. 497.) 
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against me, and against Dr. Hugo, one of the chapter of Armagh, 
alleging that he was Nuncio of the Pope. A third friar, 'also, a certain 
Paul Gorraley, who was prisoner in Derry, being arrested for robbery, 
now gives evidence in order to save himself : he studied in Prague. I 
request you to speak to Mr. Joyce that he may transmit the money to 
Mr. John Comin without delay. The expenses are and will be 
intolerable, and already I have sold a part of the few things I had, and 
pledged the remainder, even to the chalice and cross. From London, if 
possible, you will receive further intelligence. I have been deprived of 
pen, ink, and paper. I write sul galli cantu et clam ac furtive. Let Mr. 
Joyce not mind the exchange: for neceasitas twn hahet legem. One 
consolation there is, that the captain of the guard which accompanies me 
is not my enemy. Dr. Tyrrell, Mr. Luke Plunket, and Dr. Dromgole, 
have been declared guilty of treason by the grand j ury. A strange 
thing that, on the mere depositions of witnesses, sentence should be 
given against persons who are absent and unheard. 

“ I request you to communicate this intelligence to Monsig. Cybo, 
or to send him this letter. There are many of the Irish nobility and 
gentry here accused of this utopian conspiracy : as my Lord Poer, now 
Earl of Tuam; my Lord Brittas, &c. I recommend myself to the 
sacrifices and prayers of all. 

“ 21st October, 1680.” 

We have already had occasion to refer to the second letter^ 
dated 24th Oct., 1680, (styl. vet.) Six hours before leaving the 
Irish shore he privately received a letter from the Nuncio, and 
he writes from ship-board to acknowledge its receipt, and to 
announce that he had already been able to communicate the pri- 
vileges which it contained to the other archbishops and bishops, 
and he adds: — 

“ Tell Mr. Joyce that I received two of his letters, and that no 
matter what may be the consequence, to send me the money to London 
as soon as possiblo,'addressed for Mr. John Comin, merchant, in London, 
who is my friend and a Catholic : the expenses here are intolerable, 
and correspondence is difficult and dangerous. If possible you will 
receive letters from London. In the meanwhile I recommend myself 
to your prayers, and I have been, and am, and ever will be, your 
devoted servant,” &c. 

The Internuncio, when transmitting these letters to Rome, 
announces to the Sacred Congregation the extreme danger to 
which the life of the Archbishop was now exposed, and how all 
his own efforts, even though seconded by the mediation of the 
Spanish ambassador, had proved fruitless in mitigating the rigour 
of the Court in his regard. 

“ The Archbishop of Armagh has been conducted from the prisons 
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of Dublin to those of England, and on the day of his embarking 
he sent me the enclosed letter, with a desire that I should transmit 
it to Monsig. Cybo. The fury of the enemies of our faith, and 
the sad conjuncture of the opening of Parliament, which is furious 
against the Catholics, occasion great fears for his life, although his 
innocence of the pretended conspiracy is most manifest; nor are witnesses 
wanting to establish it should the matter be fairly investigated. I have 
implor^ in his aid the intercession of the Catholic ambassador, so much 
the more, as I have heard that in the persecution during the reign of 
Charles the First, the then Archbishop of Armagh being condemned to 
death for exercising pontifical jurisdiction in Ireland, was sent into 
exile on the promise given by the Spanish ambassador that he would 
never again return to the British dominions. I can do nothing more 
than this for Dr. Plunket. I have transmitted to him by a secure 
person the 150 crowns to which he refers in his letter, and which have 
been repaid to me by the Sacred Congregation. 

“ 23rd November, 1680.” 

In the following month the Nuncio again writes, declaring 
Dr. Plunket’s imprisonment to be so close that it was impossible 
to open communication with him. His letter is dated the 21st 
December, 1680, and gives some additional important particulars 
connected with the persecution : — 

“Dr. Talbot, the Archbishop of Dublin, has died of his infirmities, 
and Dr. Plunket, Archbishop of Armagh, has more than once been 
examined in London, but it is impossible to discover any particulars, 
as he is guarded with exceeding rigour. A great number of the 
usual witnesses have been produced against the Viscount Strafford, 
nor will his innocence have an}' weightier support than the dread of 
the other lords (to whom it belongs to pass sentence), lest the deposi- 
tions of such wicked and iniquitous witnesses should afterwards be 
directed against themselves.” 

The Archbishop of Cashel deemed it his duty on the death of 
the primate to collect, as far as was in his power, the particulars 
connected with his imprisonment and trial, and transmit them to 
the Holy See. We shall more than once have to refer to his 
narrative hereafter. The following extraet will suffice, as regards 
the matter of the present chapter: — ' 

“ MacMoyer having acted the part of Judas in London, returns by 
royal command to Ireland, where the conspiracy was then almost 
wholly discredited, and the Catholics were held in more esteem, till he, 
with other children of Belial, renewed the accusations, soliciting the 
viciroy and council that the primate might be prosecuted for rebellion. 
Tlie Viceroy consented to this ; and thus the Archbishop was conducted 
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lo the diocese of Armagh, the place of the pretended crimes, and by the 
oflScers of justice was brought to trial on the 20th of June, 1680. The 
depositions being read, the friar, with his accomplices, was called to 
prove the accusations ; but they, though in the city at the time, were 
unwilling to appear. The third day, however, the friar made his 
appearance, declaring his intention to proceed against the accused, but 
that he was unable to do so in consequence of the absence of the other 
witnesses. His true reason was, that the Archbishop of Armagh had 
then present about thirty persons to prove the hatred and declared 
enmity of the friar against him on account of his having corrected his 
infamous life* ; and that it was so likewise with the other accusers, 
w hose testimony could not therefore be admitted as evidence against 
him. A second reason was, that the goodness and sincerity of the 
accused was w’ell known in these parts, even to the Protestants, as well 
as the wickedness of his accusers, so that it was morally impossible that 
their depositions would be accredited, or the Archbishop condemned. 
Hence, the trial was adjourned, and the accused was reconducted to 
Dublin, and confined in the Royal Castle as before. 

In the meantime the friar, wdth his companions of iniquity, made 
his way to London, seeing that there was no hope for the success of his 
evil designs in Ireland. In London he had recourse to the chief 
promoters of such accusations of conspiracy, giving them to understand 
that although the accusations against the Archbishop of Armagh were 
certain, nevertheless, it was his opinion that they would uoJ pass iu 
Ireland, and that therefore it was necessary to have the case called to 
London, and the trial continued there. The suggestion was approved 
of by these promoters, and they procured a royal order to carry it into 
effect, and thus the primate, escorted by a body of the royal guards, 
was brought to England, and arriving in London in tho beginning of 
November, 1680, was lodged in the common prison, where he was kept 
for six months, without communication even with his servant, who, at 
the request of the friar, was likewise imprisoned in the same place. 

“ After six months, the judges, on tho 3rd of Maj% caused the 
Archbishop to be led to the court to staud his trial. But he protested 
that he could not proceed w'ith his defence without his wdinesses, and 
the necessary documents which were in Ireland, and thus thirty-five 
days were granted to him. Ho, consequently, sent his servant to 
Ireland, with the permission of the judges, to procure authentic 
copies of the depositions and evidence which had been given against 
him in Ireland, and to collect and bring together, from different parts 
of the kingdom, such persons as were able and willing to give testi- 
mony in his favour, and to conduct them to Loudon. And having but 
little money (not as much as would suffice to pay his prison expenses 
in Dublin and London), he sent with this servant a circular letter to 
all his friends, beseeching them in their charity to contribute what 
was necessary for these witnesses, and for the authentic papers already 
referred to. Being arrived in Dublin, this messenger made a collec- 
tion amongst the Catholics of Dublin and elsewhere; but although 
there were thirty persons to give evidence, only five could be found 
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who would consent to undertake so long and so difficult a journey by 
sea and by land, especially as the collection was small, and it was 
difficult to assemble so many persons from different parts of the 
kingdom. 

“ A petition being presented to the royal council in Dublin, to 
obtain the authentic copies which were required, the judges opposed 
this concession, saying, that it was unusual to have such copies tran- 
mitted to London ; wherefore, the messenger, with his five witnesses, 
was compelled to leave without them. Contrary winds detained them 
many days in port, without being able to sail, so that the thirty-five 
days, which were allowed him, passed without their being able to 
arrive in London ; a special messenger, however, was sent on to testify 
that they were on their journey, and the primate petitioned to have 
the trial deferred for ten days, in which time he was confident (as it 
really happened) his witnesses would arrive. But so just a petition 
was rejected, and the trial was opened on the day originally fixed by 
the judges, the 8th of Juno, 1680.” 

We have seen that after six months’ close confinement, in 
which the prison-guard was his only companion, Dr. Plunket re- 
ceived permission to communicate with his servant, and to write 
some letters to his friend. In the extract just cited from Dr. 
Brennan’s narrative, mention is made of a circular addressed to 
his friends in Ireland: the loss of this circular is partly compen- 
sated by a letter written to Canon Joyce in Brussels, on the 16th 
of May, 1681, from which it, probably, differed but little in 
substance, and which, translated into Latin by this good Canon, 
was transmitted to Rome, and is now preserved in the Vatican 
Archives. It is as follows; — 

I was brought from Ireland to this city (London) towards the close 
of October last, and subjected to the sufferings of a rigorous im- 
prisonment, all intercourse with my friends being interdicted, so that 
no human being, save the guard of my prison, had access to me ; but 
as now permission has been granted to write to my relatives and 
acquaintances, I could not but write to your reverence, to make known 
and lay open to you how matters now stand with me. About a fort- 
night ago I was accused and brought to trial for seeking to introduce 
the holy Catholic and Apostolic faith, and to overturn and destroy the 
Protestant religion. But the accusation being read, the trial was 
deferred ^till next sessions, that I might bring my witnesses from Ireland, 
who, undoubtedly, will be an intolerable burden to me, and will exhaust 
my poor purse, unless I be aided by my friends, to whom I wholly confide 
myself. I caused eight witnesses to be called to refute all that the friar 
MacMoyer and his colleagues had stated against me. I shall have a 
severe trial, for neither the jury nor the judges are acquainted with 
my circumstances and those of my accusers. I therefore earnestly 
pray your reverence to collect and transmit to me, as soon as possible, 
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■whatever my friends can give me, that I may be able to support my 
■wiiuoBses. Each of them will require, at least, £20, considering their stay 
here and return to Ireland. Show my letters to my friends, and let 
Michael I’lunket know the present state of my affairs. Show them 
especially to Mr. Picquet or Pruisson, and also to Dr. Cusack, and let 
Michael Plunket have a copy of this letter ; I will await your answer, 
to be addressed to Mr. Hugh Reilly. 

“London, 16 May, 1681. 

“ Oliver Pldnickt.” 

This letter was itself transmitted through the same Hugh 
Reilly, and he accompanied it with the following note to Canon 
Joyce : — 

“ As I am unknown to your reverence, I will merely state in a few 
words how the case stands with the writer of the enclosed letter. 
You must, therefore, know, that he is reduced to the last extremities, 
BO that unless he receive assistance fiom his friends, it surely is all 
over with him. A final conspiracy has been entered into and arranged, 
to effect the total destruction of the Irish, so that whosoever compassion- 
ates our priests, bishops, archbishops, and the whole kingdom, so 
unjustly and so cruelly persecuted, will surely correspond to this most 
just and most necessary petition. Please direct your letter thus ; — to 
Mr. Reilly, stopping at Mr. Booth’s, at the sign of the two sugar-loaves, 
in liradfordbury, Covent-garden, Loudon. 

“Hcon Reilly.” 

The Internuncio Tanari wrote to Cardinal Cybo on the 31st 
of May, 1681, conveying tlie substance of tliis letter of the 
primate, but he erroneously concludes from the passage relative 
to the accusations against him, that he had not been accused of 
treason; for, as we shall see at the trial of Dr. Plunket, those two 
accusations were joined together, and the treason imputed to 
him was no other than that he sought to overthrow the Govern- 
ment, in order to establish the Catholic religion, and root out 
Protestantism. The Internuncio thus writes: — 

“Brussel.*!, 31 May, 1681. 

“ A letter has, at length, been received from the Archbishop of 
Armagh, directed to an Irish Canon of Brussels, with an order to 
communicate it to me, whom he styles in his correspondence, Picquet 
or Pruisson. The prelate is supposed to be accused only of intro- 
ducing the Catholic faith into Ireland, and extirpating heresy, -where- 
fore 1 hope there is no ground for the suspicion that a conspiracy was 
imputed to him to expel the English from the kingdom, and introduce 
foreign power. The issue of his case has been deterred till the next 
meeting of the judges, which will not be for some weeks, during 
which intcn'al ho has to bring over from Ireland his witnesses, who 
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may establish his innocence against the calumnies of his accusers: 
eight witnesses have been called, but, as twenty pounds of English 
money, or eighty scudi (crowns), will be required for the support of 
each witness, he implores from every side some charitable assistance. 
I fear but little can be got here, on account of the poverty of the 
country, notwithstanding that his case is truly deserving of compassion, 
and that it is of the utmost importance that his defence should not 
suffer through want of sufficient means, as on it, not only the life of the 
Archbishop depends, but also the belief in the pretended conspiracy of 
the Irish Catholics, and consequently their persecution. In the mean 
time, the mediation which has been procured will be most opportune 
in assisting him, as is known to your Eminence, to whom I make a 
profound reverence.” 


CHAPTER XXV. 

CHARACTER OF THE THREE CHIEF WITNESSES. 

The character of the witnesses, whose perjured evidence led 
Dr. Oliver Plunket to the scaffold, most clearly establishes the 
nature of the conspiracy which bad been entered into against 
him, and proves that his death was owing to the hatred of those 
who looked on him as the pillar of the Irish church, and the 
dauntless champion of her discipline and teaching. 

John MacMoyer, of whom we have often spoken in the 
preceding chapter, was the originator of that wdcked conspiracy, 
and his chief associates were another apostate friar, named Duffy, 
and Edmund Murphy, a suspended secular priest. MacMoyer 
and Duffy had studied together in St. Isidore’s, and were 
expelled from that convent on account of their irregularities by 
its venerable guardian, Father Tyrrell, who, at the period at which 
we are now arrived, was bishop of the ancient see of Clogher, 
and who, as he zealously co-operated with the primate in 
reforming the abuses of some corrupt members of the clergy, so, 
too, was made the object of their enmity and hatred, and we shall 
see that in their depositions, side by side with their charges 
against the primate, were similar accusations against the Bishop of 
Clogher. 

It was about 1673 that the reforms Introduced by Dr. Plunket 
first awakened the fury and enmity of those who sought to maintain 
irregularity and corruption in the Irish clergy, and whose vicious 
lives but little corresponded with the sanctity of their profession. 
Amongst these opponents of the archbishop none were more 
violent than the two novices just mentioned, who afterwards were 
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destined to crown their impiety and guilt by leading him to the 
scaffold. In the noble library of St. Isidore’s, which a few years 
before had been founded by the great ornament of the Franciscan 
order. Father Luke Wadding, a bust of the newly-appointed 
primate was erected in 1669. On this bust the two unworthy 
youngmen, of whom we have been speaking, now resolved to let 
loose all their rage, and privately entering the library, presented to 
their indignant fellow-countrymen in Rome the outrageous 
spectacle of beheading in effigy the most exalted prelate of their 
church. Thus did they even then manifest their readiness, were 
it in their power, to compass the death of him who, animated 
with Christian zeal, sought to correct their abuses, and as a good 
pastor, to heal the spiritual wounds of the flock entrusted to his 
charge. Though, in consequence, expelled from the order in 
Home, they succeeded by false pretensions in obtaining an entrance 
to some convent in Germany or France, and returned to Ireland 
about 1674. 

In the narrative of the Archbishop of Cashel we find some 
further particulars in regard to MacMoyer: — 

“ In the month of May, 1679, a certain Hetherington escaped from 
prison, where he was detained for various crimes, and going to London, 
presented himself before the Earl of Shaftesbury, the principal pro- 
moter and the fabricator of the pretended conspiracy imputed to the 
Catholics. This lord received the fugitive with open arms, and heard 
from him the welcome information that in Ireland certain friars and 
priests who were in prison could state positive facts regarding the plot 
which was on foot in that country to advance the conspiracy. Shaftes- 
hury procured a royal order that John MacMoyer, a Franciscan, 
Edmund Murph)', a secular priest, and some others, should be sent 
from Ireland to London, which accordingly took place, and they were 
examined before the king in council as to what they knew concerning 
a conspiracy in Ireland. The secular priests declared on oath that they 
knew nothing of such conspiracy, save what they had heard from the 
lips of the friar John Moyer ; and Moyer being interrogated, answered 
iactit evangehit (on oath) that in Ireland there was on foot a universal 
conspiracy, of which the head and promoter was the Archbishop of 
Armagh, with whom all the Catholics were united in this design ; and 
subsequently he presented in writing several articles of high treason 
against the Archbishop of Armagh. 

“ It is to be remarked that this Moyer was a student of the college 
of St. Isidore, and it is thought that he was one of those that beheaded 
the bust of the primate which decorated the library of that college, 
and now, by means of his sacrilegious accusations, he has succeeded in 
giving a like stroke to the prototype. Since his arrival in Ireland ho 
lived in the province of Armagh, w'here he gave such scandal that his 
provincial was compelled to declare him an apostate, and at his solici- 
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tation the Archbishop of Armagh caused this sentence to be published 
in the parishes of his district, commanding, raoreoTer, that no Catholic 
should receive from him the sacraments of the church. The friar, en- 
raged at this, had recourse to the then Viceroy, accusing the Archbishop 
of holding frequent synods for the purpose of setting on foot a rebellion 
against the government. But the Viceroy, knowing the loyalty of the 
Archbishop, heeded not the accusations of the friar, who, however, 
took care to treasure up his revenge till the favourable opportunity of 
this pretended conspiracy, when all false witnesses are held in esteem 
and reputed honorable men.” 

When, in 1678, MacMoyer presented to the grand jury in 
Dundalk heads of impeachment against Dr. Plunket for high 
treason, not only did they refuse to receive his testimony, but he 
himself was arrested and cast into prison, as an associate of the 
bandits, and guilty of other crimes: and he seems to have 
remained there till his design of effecting, by his perjuries, the 
death of the primate, was made known to the Earl of Shaftesbury. 
Even before the order for his release arrived from London, he, 
being assured of the patronage of the court, by a letter of 
Hetherington, made his escape from prison, and laid his accusa- 
tions before the Viceroy, Ormond, and the grand jury of Dublin; 
but once more his evidence was rejected as worthless, and it was 
only when summoned to England to appear before the royal 
council that he found, in the sworn enemies of the Catholic faith, 
willing and anxious ears to receive his perjured tale.* The facts 
connected with his subsequent career, till the Primate’s trial, have 
been detailed in the preceding chapter: returning to Ireland, 
armed with a royal mandate, and taking the precaution that all 
Catholics should be excluded from the jury, he yet feared to 
pursue his accusations before the grand jury of Dundalk; and at 
nis solicitation London was destined, by the Crown, to be the 
scene of the trial of Dr. Plunket. 

In his letter of the 2nd July, 1681, Dr. Plunket remarks, 
regarding the friars, MacMoyer and Duffy, that they were sharers 
in a plot with some other members of their order to accomplish 
his destruction: — 

“ MacMoyer and one Friar Duffy were the principal accusers. . . . 
Felix O’Neill was a declared enemy of Dr. Tyrrell and Luke (Plunket). 
Anthony Daly had some words with Dromgole. I am informed, by 
persons of credit, that Felix and Daly did contrive all this tragedy 

* It would appear from Carte, that the Protestant Bishop of Meath, “ who 
had been scoutma.ster-general to Oliver Cromwell,” and sharer in his many 
bloody deeds agaiilst the Catholics, was the principal patron in Ireland of these 
perjvu*ed witnesses. His words will be cited hereafter. 
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before tbeir departure from Ireland. MacMoyer was Daly’s vicar, and 
Duffy is a fosterer, or of that family who fostered Felix : if so, God 
forgive them, and I do forgive all who had a hand, directly or indirectly, 
in my death.” 

But if MacMoyer and Duffy had long been companions in 
their career of ciime, and of enmity to the primate, Duffy too was 
a fellow bandit of Edmund Murphy, and thus it was not difficult 
to make him a third accomplice in their sacrilegious design.* 

Edmund Murphy had been parish priest in the diocese of 
Armagh, and chanter of the cathedral. As early as 1674 he was 
suspended from the exercise of all ecclesiastical functions, and 
hurried away by passion, he soon became one of the most virulent 
opponents of the archbishop, and a leading concoctor of the con- 
spiracy against him. Nevertheless, on more than one occasion 
the dictates of conscience seemed for a while to triumph : on his 
first being summoned to London he openly avowed that all he 
knew of the treasonable practices of the primate he had learned 
from the friar MacMoyer; and again, at the last trial of Dr, 
Plunket, he used every endeavour to cancel his former evidence — 
to have the trial deferred, in order that the archbishop’s witnesses 
might arrive, and to destroy the testimony of his fellow-informers. 

In 1680 he wrote a pamphlet (which was published in the 
following year), entitled “ The Present State and Condition of Ire- 
land ;”t and in it he details, at length, many of the exploits which 
won for him the favour of the Court and of the Protestants of 
England. His career, even as thus portrayed by himself, but 
too well justifies the severity of the primate in his-regard; and 
at the same time reveals to us most fully the character of those 
who found in Dr. Plunket a check to their vicious life, and 
consequently plotted his destruction. 

Despite the sentence of suspension which had been fulminated 
against him, Murphy continued to exercise the ecclesiastical 
functions, and sacrilegiously to administer the sacraments. At 
the same time he plundered the country, as leader of a band of 
lories j whilst, on the other hand, he corresponded with the 
government to betray his fellow-bandits, and obtain the price 
which had been set upon their heads. 

* All three were wicked ecclesiastics, and associates in crime, and Dr. Plunket 
declared, in his last discourse, that “for seven years” he had laboiured, but in 
vain, to effect their convei-sion. 

t The full title is “The Present State and Condition of Ireland, but more 
especially of the Province of Ulster, humbly represented to the kingdom of 
England, by E<lmund Murphy, Secular Priest and Titular Chanter of Armagh, 
and one of the first discoverers of the Irish Plot it is published in Thor|>e’8 
Collection, from 1C41 to 1G90. 
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Amongst the many bands of tones which then devastated the 
country, the most powerful was that headed by Redmond 
O'Hanlon, whose name is yet remembered in many districts of 
the North of Ireland. Mutual enmity and distrust soon sprung 
up between the rival leaders, and O’llanlon caused proclamation 
to be made throughout his district, that whosoever would go to 
Murphy should forfeit, the first time, one cow; the second time, 
two; and the third time, his life. Murphy, on his part, planned 
the murder of O’Hanlon, and assumed as his chief associates in 
that design two fellow-tories, Cormack and O’Neill. O’Neill 
rejoiced to have an opportunity of hastening to O’Hanlon’s 
quarters to betray tbe plot of Murphy and Cormack; on his 
return a drunken brawl ensued, in which Cormack was murdered. 
Murphy, in his pamphlet, imputes this murder to O’Neill, but the 
circumstances, even as described by himself, are such as seem to 
justify the suspicion which was entertained by many at the time 
that he himself was the author of the crime. Soon afterwards 
two officers, named Baker and Smith, denounced Murphy as a 
robber, and the ringleader of a party which kept the country in 
continual agitation, and eventually he was arrested by the troops 
under their command, and committed a prisoner to Dundalk gaol. 
Carte (vol. ii. p. 514), supplies some further particulars connected 
with this period of his career : — 


“ Parties of torits, which the Bake of Ormond was careful to sup- 
press, because they were a sort of nui-series for rebellion, served like- 
wise for supplying witnesses for the Popish plot. One Murphy, living 
^ in their quarters, and corresponding with them, was prosecuted for 
that correspondence by Baker and Smith, of Dundalk. The proofs for 
convicting him were ready, and the assizes were near, when he made 
his escape out of prison, and put himself under the protection of the 
Goveniment as prosecutor for the king, of the charge against Oliver 
Plunket, titular primate of Armagh. John Moyer being guilty of the 
like correspondence, took the same part as Murphy had done, and went 
to England, whence theyi returned with encouragement to proceed to 
the conviction of Plunket, and powers to take up such persons as they 
saw fit for further witnesses. They had been examined in England as 
evidences of the plot, but had neglected to take out their pardons, and 
being prosecuted on their first return, for their correspondence with 
tories, the Bishop of Meath pressed ths Earl of Shaftesbury, by frequent 
letters, to procure their pardons, and get the titular primate’s trial, 
which was to bo at the next assizes, which were then near, at Dundalk, 
to be removed from that town, where he would be certainly acquitted, 
to either Dublin or London. The latter place was deemed most con- 
venient, and the old man was accordingly sent for thither, tried, and 
convicted b}' this, and the like evidence, of a charge that was in its own 
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nature incredible, viz., the inviting 20,000 French to invade the king- 
dom, and land at Carlingford, and the listing of 70,000 men to join 
them.” 

The officers to whom Murphy was accustomed to betray his 
companions were Captains Coult and Butler, and he had for his 
assistants in this deed of infamy his own brothers, and a relative 
named Hugh Murphy. The occupation of this last individual 
was to steal the horses of the torieSy which afterwards were brought 
by the brothers to Sir Hans Hamilton, and he arrested all who 
inquired or sought after such horses. Moreover, says the writer 
of the pamphlet to which we have referred, the same Hugh 
Murphy being an active partizan of the torieSy did daily send 
their state to the deponent, (Ed. Murphy) who communicated it 
in writing to Captain Butler, by a certain damsel, to avoid 
suspicion. It soon, however, became rumoured through the 
country that Edmund Murphy was a traitor, and “ all or most 
people were possessed that the informant received a large sum of 
money from the said Captain Coult, to bring in the heads of 
several of the chief tones and rebels, all which was spread abroad 
by means of lying fame ” Elsewhere he commemorates how on 
one occasion his life would .have been sacrificed to their fury, 
were it not for that Cormack in whose blood he is supposed 
to have afterwards steeped his guilty hands;— 

** All the said lories verily believed the report, except the said Cor- 
mack, who well knew the informant’s design;* but the rest made 
solemn vows to kill the informant in the first place they met him. The 
informant getting intelligence hereof, betook himself to a habitation 
near Dundalk, where he continued a certain season, but one day going 
there to visit his parish, accompanied by one Friar thiffy, as they passed 
the hill of Carricksticken, they were espied by the aforesaid toriesy 
among whom was the said Cormack, and coming violently altogether 
upon the informant, he was thereat surprised ; but Cormack immediately 
interposed between the informant and them,- making oath that whoever 
should lay hands on the said informant, should <in like manner perish ; 
and Cormack demanding what might be his crime, they told him he was 
a rogue, and had contracted with Captain Coult, for a sum of money, to 
bring in their heads ; but the informant protested the contrary, and 
that he never mentioned their names to the said captain, whereupon 
they were satisfied, and the deponent demitted to resort to his 
parish.”! 

Hctherlngton had met, as companions in Dundalk gaol, 
MacMoyer and Murphy: he soon learned their sentiments in 

* This, ])robably, refers to his design of murdering O’ Hanlon. 

t See Murjhy’s pamphlet, pp. 14-15. 
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regard of the primate, and having made his escape and arrested 
Dr. Plunket, he wrote to Murphy, informing him of the royal 
letters which he had obtained for his release. Murphy could 
await no longer,* but making his escape from gaol presented 
himself before the Duke of Ormond and accused the primate 
and the two officers by whom he was arrested as being concerned 
in the Popish plot, and the friends and abettors of the tories. 
Ormond, however, was already well acquainted w'ith his cha- 
racter, and upbraided him as being actuated solely by motives of 
revenge in consequence of the excommunication to which he was 
subjected by the primate. 

“ The informant (he thus writes) immediately after this conference 
with the Duke of Ormond repaired to Mr. Hotherington and related to 
him all the passages that had passed between them, particularly of 
the excommunication that was denounced against the informant, that 
malice was the original cause thereof; to which the said Hetherington 
replied, that it was almost impossible, as well as improbable, to have 
any justice done against the said Plunket by reason of his strong 
faction, nor in any other matters relating thereunto.’’ 

But Murphy was more sanguine in his hopes than Hether- 
ington, and (as his narrator continues) “ not taking much notice 
of this reply, informed the said Hetherington, if he would 
accompany the informant to the north, he would produce evi- 
dence to prove the whole that before he had revealed, and more 
also.”f Murphy soon received a government authorization to 

f ather in these witnesses, and setting out accompanied by 
letherington, “ under the denomination of a friar ■which had 
lately come from Rome,” visited various districts of the north, 
but he could find none to swear against the primate, and ho 
complains that his witnesses against the officers “ were chained 
and scourged to sign an instrument for their own transporta- 
tion.” 

From facts which he subsequently records we may conclude 
that the result of his excursion was still more unfavourable to his 
design. “ Lying fame” having spread abroad his purport in 
visiting the north, a certain Hugh M‘Kenna pursued him to 
Dublin to make known his iniquitous career. But Murphy anti- 
cipated his accuser, and caused M‘Kenna to be arrested on a 
charge of making away with government papers necessary for 
the prosecution of the Popish plot. However, on the matter 
being investigated the truth became known. M‘Kenna was 
released, and Murphy found himself once more cast into prison. 

* Ibid. Page 29. Page 29. 
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The witnesses whom he had succeeded in gathering together 
were prosecuted for perjury by the officers whom he had accused, 
and they soon were sentenced to transportation. At the same time 
his relative, Hugh Murphy, met with a dreadful retribution at the 
hands of Lieutenant Baker, which we may commemorate in the 
words of the pamphlet : — 

“ The head of the fore-mentioned spy that the informant employed 
to look after the tories was brought to the Duke of Ormond, as a piece 
of good service done by Lieutenant Baker, notwithstanding his being 
authorized by Sir Hans Hamilton and Captain Butler to betray the 
tories, under the pretence of corresponding with them, which he was 
allowed in. The manner of killing of the said spy was, when he was 
at his house sick in bed, Lieutenant Baker came and knocked out his 
brains with the but-end of a pistol or musket, and afterwards cut off 
his head ; and then the said Baker taxed the country for money for 
his head.” 

Murphy’s personal narrative comes down no further, but from 
other sources we know too well his subsequent history. Having 
received from the court a full pardon for all his crimes, he was 
commissioned by government to co-operate with Mac.Moyer and 
Duffy in ensuring the conviction of the primate. When first 
examined in private, his evidence was more full and conclusive 
than that of the other witnesses, as the Attorney-General avowed 
upon the trial; but he soon repented of his perjuries, and in the 
words of the Attorney-General : — 

“ The trial coming on, he ran off and lay hid ; I took a great deal 
of pains to find him out, and sent messengers about ; at last 1 heard he 
was gone to the Spanish ambassador’s; I sent, and they spied him in 
the chapel, but the Spanish ambassador’s servants fell upon the mes- 
sengers and beat them ; the ambassador was sent to about it, and his 
Excellency promised that he should be brought.” 

When produced, however, on the day of trial, all his efforts 
were directed contrary to the desire of his patrons ; and he was 
accordingly arrested for contempt of court, and committed to 
Newgate. 

Such were the three chief witnesses who plotted the death of 
Dr. Plunket; all three unworthy ecclesiastics, whose vicious 
career the zealous archbishop had long, but in vain, endeavoured 
to check, and who, when excommunicated for their crimes, 
became “ renegades from our religion, and declared apostates !* 

* Words of Dr. Plunket on his trial. 

21 
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Even Murphy, the best of the three, when interrogated on the 
trial by the judge if ho were a priest, made but a slight effort to 
conceal his apostacy, and answered, “ I am indifferent whether I 
be a Protestant or a priest.” 

The reader will, probably, have some anxiety to learn the fate 
of tlie two former unhappy men after consummating their deed of 
wickedness. The Intcrnuncio, Tanari, writes to the Secretary of 
Propaganda on the 10 th of October, 1681, that incompliance 
with his Injunctions he had intimated to the superiors of the 
Franciscan order the commands of the Sacred Congregation in 
regard of MacMoyer and Duffy, forsooth that “ they should 
declare them apostates, excommunicated, and entirely cut off 
from the bosom of religion and of holy church ”* On the 1st of 
May, 1682, the Archbishop of Cashel, writing to Rome, informs 
the Sacred Congregation, that MacMoyer, returning once more 
to Ireland, accused many others in the province of Armagh, but 
that his evidence was rejected, and he himself cast into prison, 
and accused of many crimes, was to receive sentence in the month 
of August following. The same archbishop, writing again on 
the 30th June, 1683, further declares that “Friar MacMoyer 
and another Moyer, a relative of his, both accusers of the 
happy primate, continue still in prison, where they suffer 
great privations, and are almost dead from hunger, finding none 
who will give them food, so abhorred are they by all.” 

Similar was the fate which awaited Duffy: he, too, on his 
return to Ireland, was cast into prison, and, making his escape, 
joined with a band of tories, detested and abhorred by all.f 
Forty years, full of eventful scenes, rolled on, and at length, 
old and emaciated, an outcast from the Church, and a prey to 
remorse, he cast himself at the feet of Dr. MacMahon, a 
successor of the martyred primate, and exclaimed in an agony 
of soul, “ Is there then no mercy for me ! — am I never to be 
reconciled to God !” The prayer breathed by the holy prelate 
upon the scaffold, like that of St. Stephen for his executioners, . 
had obtained from God that mercy which he now implored. 
Dr. MacMahon heard him in silence, then pointing to an open 
shrine, he said in a solemn voice, “ Look here, thou unfortunate 
man.” The head of his innocent victim was before him ; he 
saw, knew it, and swooned away. Soon after he was once 
more reconciled to the Church, and closed his career a sincere 
penitent.^ 

• “Per dichiararli apostati acommunicati ed intieramente separati dal grembo 
della religione e della Santa Chiesa.” — Archiv. de Prop. fid. 

+ ^ letter of Archbishop of Caahel, 1st May, 1682. 

J See Stuart’s Historical Memoirs of the city of Armagh. 
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Before closing this chapter, we may refer to a letter of 
Dr. James Cusack, Bishop of Meath,, who, under the assumed 
name of James Fleming, details on the 3rd of August, 1681,* 


* We insert a cony of tlie original Latin of this important letter, which is as 
foUows 


“3 Augusti, 1681. 

“Dne. 

“Quis, quo, aut cui scrihitur per tempus non licet litteris imprimere, nec 
m^s convenit consueto et debito verborum houore uti. Discet ex latore, 
Oliveri Armachani (piae memoriai) consanguineo, haec esse suspiria gementis et 
fleutis in Hiberna seriunnarum valle obitum vigilantissimi et piissirai illius Pra»- 
sulis. Certe a centum et sexamnta annis baud unquam Ecclesiae Hiberuic® 
gravius inflictum est vulnus. Vix tiitum est tarn errantes vel admonere ut in 
viam redeant, et si de iis coercendis alloquatur quis in mortem Armachani 
tanquam in specidum jubetur minaciter inspicere. Non est in his diebus Rex 
in Israel, ‘scd imusquisque quod sibi videtur hoc facit. Mohti sunt saciilcgum 
illud parricidium Franciscan! duo MacMoyer et Duflfy apostataj scelestissimi, 
adjunctis sibi Mac Lane parocho quodam et quatuor saecularibus, quonim duo 
sunt ex familiaO’Nellorum, tertius ludi master quidam Florentius MacMoyer, 
Franciscani consanguineus, quartus ex familia Hanlonorum, et hi omnes iniquitate 
insignissimi. Tria potissimum prieter sjiem auii et argeuti parricidas istos ad 
tarn nefandum scelus peiqietrandum induxeruut, Primum, quod Ultonia quas una 
est ex quatuor Provinciis Hiberniaa secundum temporalem regni divisionem et 
pars sola spiritualis Provinciae Ardmachanse (continens tamen plures Direceses) a 
Midia et reliqua parte Pro\dncia3 imo a toto Regno habitautium moribus et 
antipathia quadam multum disscntiat : nutrit enim Ultonia rudem et agrestem 
plebem quajque illibenter mandatis eonim qui in Midia aut alibi extra Ultoniain 
nati sunt obsequitur, unde fit ut Patritius Clogherensis quia in Midia natus sicut 
et Ardmachanus ab iisdcm homicidis jam au neceni (^uscratur. Secundum est 
quod Ardmacanus studuerit quantum potuit genteib illam infolicem et ingratani 
reformare,. et quod digna eorum factis animadversione aSccti fuerint siepe 
improbi et pnesertim MacMoyer et Duffy. 

“Tertium quod Ardmacanus in siimmum clcii bonum, cum aliquibus Regiis 
ministris magnam familiaritatcm contraxcrit quam male interpretati siuit 
rudiores illi qui Anglos acerbiori odio insectantur ; et quia uptime sciebant 
quanti hie habebatur ab omnibus Ardmachanus, et quod si liic in judicium 
vocatus fuisset nulla ipsis fides adhiberetur, obtinuerunt, Prcsbiterianoruin opera, 
ut creditur, in Anglia, ut eo vocaretur ubi tam ipse quam accusatores erant 
ignoti et ipsi imjKissibiJe vitae suae innocentiam comprobare. Nec aliud jam 
speratur quam quod alii plures eandem aleara subituri sint eoque trahendi nisi 
propter scelus illud in quo omnia scelera continentur, tetema aliqua infamise 
nota, translationo setUs Primatialis, (exemplo Innocentii X. ob homicidium Epi. 
de Castro), aut alio modo illi genti inuratur. Et forte conveniret ad tempus 
prohibere ne Frauciscanus idlus hue so conferret nam quamvis duo soli positive, 
plures tamen censentur negative in jiGmiciem ejus conjurasse. Hoc ausim 
affirmare duos illos plus nocuisse Ecclesiao Hibemicae quam profuit centum his 
annis elapsis aut proderit insequeutibus tot annis totus ordo Divi Fraucisci. 
Profecto ingratissimus erit popido et clero, ne aliud dicam adventus ullius 
Franciscani ])nesulis, et do facto ita refrigoscit charitas fidelium ratione imma- 
nissimi illius sceleris ut non solum parce et tcmiiter fratribus illius ordinis 
eleemosynas elargiri sed eorundem conspectiun quamplures iiicipiaut abhorrere. 

“ Sed quaa supra nos nihil nos: expirarunt jampridem magno fidelium incom- 
motlo privilegiaDifficesisDubliniensis, Ardaehadcusis, Ardmachana:, etMidensis, 
nec audent pro eorum innovatione rescribere arbitratores Juris, sic euiin jam 
nuncupantur qui Ordinariam exercent jui’isdicfcionem, cum Episcopi et Vicarii 
Generales |>er mandata pubhea prose ribantur, unde primS, datfl, opportunitato 
transmittenda forent, nec nominandi sunt qui jurisdictionein exercent aut quibus 
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the motives by which these unfortunate apostates were urped 
on to perpetrate their horrid sacrilege. His affectionate esteem 
for the martyred primate is discernible in every sentence; he 
declares that he writes this letter overwhelmed with affliction, 
“ on account of the death of that most vigilant and most pious 
prelate:” he stigmatizes the foul crime of Duffy and MacMoyer 
as a sacrilegious parricide — a crime which contained in itself all 
wickedness-, and he adds, that by this wicked deed, these .two 
apostate friars had inflicted a worse wound upon our Church than 
it had received for a hundred and sixty years; and had done it 
more injury than “ all the labours of the whole Franciscan order 
had done good for the past hundred years, or could perform in a 
hundred years to come.” 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

CHARACTER OF THE OTHER WITNESSES. 

John Mac^Ioter, Duffy, and Edmund Murphy were the chief 
originators of the conspiracy which led the Archbishop of Armagh 
to the scaffold. But they soon associated to themselves a host of 
other witnesses to confirm their statements, and render plausible 
the monstrous tale they had devised. Indeed, nothing more 
clearly proves the sad degradation of our country, and the depths 
of misery and debasement to which long oppression and misrule 
had reduced its inhabitants, than the number of false witnesses 
who, at the bidding of an English minister, or attracted by the 

communicabuntur ])rivilegia ne litteree intercepto snperiores detegant Et 
prwterea quum incarcerationi, exilio, et etiam morti (si jwrjuris placeat) expositi 
aint, putarem privilegia sedibns aut dignitatibiis communicanda turn ob pnedictam 
rationem ne peraonee detegantur si litteras intercipi contingat, turn ut ad siicces- 
Bores transirent si ante eomm expirationem contingeret sinwriorem aliquem 
incarcerari, exilio aut morte aflSci Neo expedit mnltas 6eri reservationes ; hoc 
efiftn, si ullo unqoam tempore ampliandi sunt favores. Et omnino necessarium 
estutfacultatibus;addaturpote8taa dispensandiin irregularitatibus provenientibns 
ex violatione cenauranun quee ab omnibus hie judicatur reservata Ssmo. Dno., 
cum, hoc tempore ab aliquibus contemphe sint censurse et contraetje soepius 
irregularitates, in quibua necesse habeant sordcscere peccantes propter locorum 
distantiam et difficilem accessum ad S. P. 

“Nulli Hibemo convenit has litteras ostendi, ne anctor earum snspicetur, 
cum do facto in magno vitae discriminse versetur, et longe plus sibi a falsis 
fratribus (quonun aliqui in partibus transmarinis degunt) (jnam ab adversariis in 
fide timeat. Dignetur nobiscum ora re — ne despiciat ommpotens Dcua populum 
Bunm in afflictione clamantem et valeat. 

“ VriB. Dominationis servus, 

Jac. Fleming.” 
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hopes of reward, started at this period from our Irish shores and 
rushed to England to swear away the lives of innocent men, 
choosing as the special victims of their perjury whosoever were 
distinguished by their love of country and the practice of 
religion. 

The enemies of the Catholics had, as we have seen, strained 
every nerve to gain credit for the wicked nonsense of “ the Titus 
Oates’ plot f one thing, however, was sufficient to check the most 
credulous in assenting to it. Ireland was a Catholic nation, and 
yet no trace of such a plot had been found in Ireland. “ It was 
a terrible slur,” writes Carte,* “ upon the credit of the popish 
plot in England, that after it had made such a horrible noise and 
frighted people out of their senses in a nation where there was 
scarce one papist to one hundred Protestants, there should not for 
above a year together appear so much as one witness from Ireland, 
to give information of any conspiracy of the like nature in that 
kingdom, where there were fifteen papists to one Protestant, as 
that charged upon the papists of England, whose weakness would 
naturally make them apply for assistance from their more power- 
ful brethren in Ireland.’’ 

Welcome, therefore, was the announcement made by Hether- 
ington to the Earl of Shaftesbury, that at length witnesses were at 
his disposal only too anxious to have a field to labour in his cause, 
and who, moreover, were desirous of laying the wished-for conspi- 
racy and treasonable plot at the doors of the highest dignitaries of 
the church of Ireland. From the extract given in the preceding 
chapter from the narrative of the Archbishop of Cashel, it appears 
that Hetherington was at once received into favour by Shaftesbury ; 
caresses were soon heaped on him by that arch-enemy of the 
Catholics, and the special province was assigned to him to beat 
up for other witnesses who might confirm the statements of his 
first friends MacMoyer and Murphy. We find, in fact, an order 
from the English council on the 28th November, 1679, “ requir- 
ing the Lord Lieutenant and council (of Ireland), to issue a pro# 
clamation forthwith for encouraging all persons that could make 
any further discovery of the horrid popish plot, to come in and 
declare the same by a certain day to be fixed ; otherwise not 
to expect his Majesty’s pardon.” ' With these hopes of pardon and 
reward held out to them, every one who was guilty of infamous 
crimes, and feared the just chastisement which awaited him, 
hastened to present himself as informer^ and thus the scum of 
society in Ireland found an opportunity of re-acquiring their 
position in the eyes of the British law by adding perj ury to their 

* Vol. u., p. 495. 
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former crimes. The untiring persecutor of the Catholics, the 
Protestant Bishop of Meath, was the main supporter of these pro- 
ceedings: “ Nobody,” says Carte,* “ was more active in procuring 
these witnesses than the Bishop of Meath, who had been scout- 
master-general to Oliver Cromwell’s army, and now exerted 
himself to the utmost to serve that great and worthy patriot, his 
very good friend (as he styles him), the Earl of Shaftesbury. 
The private intercepted letters of his correspondence with the 
earl, which was carried on by means of Colonel Mansell and 
William Hetherington, that nobleman’s chief agent, manager, and 
instructor of the Irish witnesses, show something more zealous 
than honorable in his proceedings in that affair.” 

With what anxious endeavours the enemies of the Catholics 
laboured to obtain the conviction of those who were accused may 
be seen by the following letter of Lord Massareuef to Sir George 
Kawdon : — 

“ I desired that Neal O’Quin, the old friar, might come, because Mr. 
Bleeks assured me he knows all the whole plot and designs, and was an 
opposite to Plunket, and of the same faction with Wyei',1 and so far as 
I see, Roland MacDonnell, Brien O’Neill, and others, have had differ- 
ences with Florence Wyer,§ who has them and others, they say, at 
malice, whom he accuses, and those who are weU known to Sir Hans 
Hamilton, or Sir George Atcheson, to whom you may please to mention 
them. My opinion is, that if Neal O’Quin cannot come to us for his 
age, that Sir Hans Hamilton should examine him, for he certainly 
knows a great deal, and you see none of the other friars that w'e have 
sent to take can be gotten, and those that come at us either cannot or 
will not confess the least ; and for my part, I really believe, the popish 
plot goes still on with the Romish clergy, « ho you see are still amongst 
us, yet you see will neither be taken nor appear. 

“ Your servant, M.” 

The Duke of Ormond from the first seems to have given no 
credence to the testimony of these witnesses. Thus, he refused to 
listen to Murphy’s evidence, and reproved him as being insti- 
gated by hatied and revenge. In one of his letters also, whilst 
he gives the history of an individual witness, he traces the pre- 
paratory course of them all.U “ A notorious tory iu Munster, being 


* Vol. ii.. p. 498. 
t Eawdon Papers, 268. 
t Probably friar MacMoyer. 

§ Florence MacMoyer. He, as wo shall see just now, was a layman, and 
Massareno fears that the other laymen woul<l not agree with him in their evi- 
dence ; wliilst Ute old friar was of the faction of the other Moyer, and hence 
would surely corroborate his evidence. 

II Carte, ii. 105. The letter is dated 25th January, 1680-1. 
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ready to be sent by my Lord Orrery to prison, and at last, actually, 
perhaps too hastily, sent thither by his lordship, offers at great dis- 
coveries, and names many persons as guilty of the plot. But orders 
will go this night for his setting at liberty, and for protecting him 
in his way hither. The fellow’s namo is Honaghan, as I think, in 
times past, an attorney in the presidency court, but since that 
was suppressed, turned robber. He has put his tale as well 
together as any of his country.” In another letter he enters at 
length into the character of those who were now feted by the 
English Protestants, and whose stories he himself had made the 
pretext for new penal laws against the Catholics of Ireland.* 

All the business here belongs to the term and the judges; and 
at council there is little more to do, than to hear witnesses, some 
come out of England, and some producing themselves here, and 
all of them (I doubt) forswearing themselves. Those that went 
out of Ireland with bad English and worse clothes, are returned 
well-bred gentlemen, well caroneted, periwigged and clothed. 
Brogues and leather straps are converted to fashionable shoes and 
glittering buckles; which, next to the zeal, tories, thieves, and 
friars, have for the Protestant religion, is a main inducement to 
bring in a shoal of Informers. The worst is, they are so 
miserably poor, that we are fain to give them some allowance ; 
and they find it more honourable and safe to be the king’s 
evidence, than a cow-stealer, though that bo their natural pro- 
fession. But seriously, it is vexatious and uneasy to be in awe 
of such sort of rogues. Now that they are discarded by the 
zealous suborners of the city, they would fain invent and swear 
what might recommend them to another party ;f but, as they 
have not the honesty to swear truth, so they have not the wit to 
invent, probably. It is for want of something else to say that I 
fall upon this cnaracter of an Irish witness.” 

A leading witness in the beginning of 1680 was a certain 
David Fitzgerald, a native of the county Limerick, and a Pro- 
testant. In the following year, however, he was seized with 
remorse, and, as the author of a pamphlet in Thorpe’s collection, 
(1640-1690), informs us: — “The said David did order me to 
write in my information, that one William Hetherington, and the 
rest of his Majesty’s evidence, were all mere rogues and thieves, 
and gaol-breakers.” He had already informed us who * the rest 

* Ibid. 

t Ormond had commenced to fear that the corrupt witnesses whom he sent 
to England to swear away the lives of the Catholics, might aftei'W’ards be 
employed by his own enemies at court to involve himself in the pretended con- 
spiracy. We shall sec just now in the dying si>eech of O’Neill, how some of the 
witnesses had formed, in fact, a plan to efl'ect the ruin of Ormond. 
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of his Majesty’s evidence ’ were, and amongst them we find the 
names of “ Edmund Murphy, John Moyer, Hugh Dulfy, George 
Coddan, Paul Gormley, Murtagh Downing,” and others,* most 
of whom acted as witnesses against Dr. Plunket. 

Besides the three witnesses of whom we have spoken in 
the preceding chapter, there appeared on the trial against Dr. 
Plunket, Florence MacMoyer, Henry O’Neal, Neale O’Neal. 
Hanlon, Owen Murphy, and John MacLane. Of these, the 
five first were laymen, and the last a suspended secular priest. 
But there were also others (as we learn from the letters of Dr. 
Plunket), who, though they were not afterwards produced on the 
trial, yet privately gave their evidence against the primate. Thus, 
in his letter of the 2 1st of October, 1680, he speaks of George 
Coddan and Paul Gormley, both apostate Fransciscans — two of 
those, whose characters are given above, by their former associate, 
David Fitzgerald.t Dil. Brennan also mentions another whoso 
name was M'Geoghegan. 

David Fitzgerald, to whom we have just referred, was a 

E risoner for having uttered treasonable words, and was soon to 
e brought to trial. Having declared himself a witness for the 
government, he was, without difficulty, acquitted of the charge 
imputed to him; and this being his only object in pretending to 
an acquaintance with the supposed conspiracy, he now sought to 
escape from giving further evidence. When sent over to Shaftes- 
bury, he stole away from London, resolving to make good his 
journey to Ireland. He, however, was re-taken at Bristol, and 
compelled to accuse many respectable inhabitants of his own 
county (Limerick), as being connected with the trea.^^onable plot. 
These assuredly would have been convicted and hanged, were it 
not that, on the day of trial, he avowed that all he had sworn 


against them was a pure fiction, concocted by himself and 
Hetherington. Moreover, he endeavoured, as we have seen, to 


make known the character of his fellow-witnesses, and so con- 


vinced were the friends of Dr. Plunket of the sincerity of his 
conversion, that they sought to have him produced on the trial, 
to give evidence in favour of the primate ; his name was called 
in court by the crier, but he had not courage to appear. 

An active witness against the primate, as well on the trial as 


* This mmpblet was written by Maurice Fitzgeral(^ who probably was a 
relative of this David Fitzgerald, concerning whom he speaks. 

+ Perhaps, the Paul Gm'man^ who w’as afterwards sxwpaned to appear on the 
trial by some friends of Dr. Plunket, was identical with tliis Paul Gormley. If 
80, his evidence w'as not directed against the primate, who, he saiil, “did more 
good in Ireland than hurt.” 
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in procuring other witnesses from Ireland, was John MacLane.* 
He had been a parish priest in the diocese of Clogher ; but, on 
account of his many irregularities and vicious life, was sus- 
pended and excommunicated by Dr. Tyrrell, and hence he now 
sought revenge by confirming against him and against the pri- 
mate the monstrous accusations of MacMoyer regarding the 
pretended conspiracy. By his solicitations, too, Henry O’Neal, was 
induced to join the gang of witnesses. Perhaps no document 
connected with this plot throws more light on the character of 
these informers, and on the manner of making up the evidence, 
than the dying retractation of this unfortunate man. We shall 
just now insert this retractation in full, from an original printed 
copy, which is preserved in the Archives of Propaganda. 

But it will be useful to premit to it the following extract from 
a letter of the Archbishop of Cashel, addressed to the Secretary 
of Propaganda, and dated 1st of May, 1682: — 

“ There can be no doubt of my desire of more frequently corres- 
ponding with you ; but the sad condition of the times, and continual 
vexations, did not permit me to regulate myself according to my own 
desire ; and though I could not write without danger, I, nevertheless, 
contrived • to send some account from time to time. I sent a narra- 
tive about the glorious primate, and also information of the death, in 
prison, of the happy confessor of Christ, the Archbishop of Dublin ; of the 
imprisonment of the Bishop of Kildare (who has been exiled from the 
kingdom) and of the Bishop of Cork, who continues as yet in prison. 
The Bishop 'of Killaloe has gone to France, where, it is said, he acts as 
assistant to the Bishop of Rouen. The Bishop of Limerick lives in his 
district, and is tolerated on account of his advanced old age. God, i n 
His mercy, has begun to console us ; for, during the past month of 
March, the royal judges, being on circuit to examine and bring to a 
close the criminal and civil cases, and finding, especially in the pro- 
vince of Ca^hel, many ecclesiastics and lay Catholic gentlemen accused 
or imprisoned for two or three years on account of the pretended 
conspiracy, they caused them to be examined and tried, and all 
were declared to be innocent, and set at liberty, and some of their 

* Some dismte has arisen as to the true manner of reading this name. In 
the letters of Dr. Plunket it is invariably ■written MacClaue. It is also thus 
■written in the printed paper of O’Neill, which we are about to cite in the text. 
The Bishop of Clogher, however, to whose diocese he belonged, and who must, 
consequently, be considered best acquainted with his real name, and also the 
Archbishop of Cashel, always wrote it MacLane. The former manner of writ- 
ing it is in accordance with the common pronunciation of the name. MacClave 
(as it is written in the printed speech of Dr. Plunket) is a misiuint for MiVcLane ; 
indeed, any one acquainted with Dr. Plunket’s writing, will easily understand 
how the printer could confound the letters v aud n. Sometimes it is difficult, 
even for the most expert, to distinguish in his writing one from the other. I'lie 
MacLeyht as the name is written in the state trials, is one of the usual corrup- 
tions of Irish names, and evidently owes its origin to the true name MacLane. 
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false accusers were punished. The same happened in other parts of 
the kingdom, especially in the province of Armagh, where some 
accused by friar Moyer and his relative were acquitted, and the 
two accusers once more cast into prison os guilty of other crimes, and 
they are to receive sentence in the month of August next. Friar 
Duffy escaped from prison, and, it is said, that he is now with the 
bandits, perhaps, as their chieftain. A priest, MacLane, has been sen- 
tenced for some robberies, and he is still in prison. Henry O’Neal has 
been hanged, and on the scaffold declared that all he had said against 
the Archbishop of Armagh and others was false, and that he was insti- 
gated to accuse them by MacLane, friar MacMoyer, and others, who 
promised him great rewards for his deed. He passed great eulogiums 
on the primate, declaring him innocent, and a great prelate ; and he 
avowed that he deemed his own death permitted by Providence in 
consequence of the sacrilege he committed in accusing the primate and 
other innocent victims. The declaration of this good robber has 
been printed, and is to be found everywhere throughout the kingdom. 
I wish to mention these accusers in particular, as they were the wit- 
nesses who appeared in London against the primate, and were the 
cause of his death ; and God wished, in a short time, to chastise them 
all, that thus He might make known his innocence, and their 
iniquity. These facts remarkably console the Catholics, and cause 
confusion to many of our adversaries ; and we now begin to breathe 
and hope more than during these four years past. And the Catholics 
remark, that, since the death of the primate, matters have changed 
for the better, and that happy soul receives every day greater venera- 
tion from the faithful.” 

We shall now insert the dying retractation of O’Neal, to 
which the archbishop refers, and which is as follows, in the only 
printed copy to which we have had access.* 


The last speech of Henry O' Neale , one of the late Irish informers {who was 
executed for a certain robbery at Mullingar y the 18 <A of Marchy 1681 . 

I, Henry O’Neale, do hereby declare uj)on the word of a dying 
man, as I hope for salvation from the God of truth, my Maker and 
Redeemer, that I never knew of any plot or treasonable contrivances 
by Irish or English against his Majesty’s person or government. And 
that whatever I did swear in this kingdom, or in England, to discover 
a popish plot, was first suggested to me in Dublin, above three years 
since, by one Hobbert Tyrrelly before I was examined by Sir John 
Davisy and afterwards I was brought by Owen Murphy into England, 
who iHo great promises that we should get great lands and livings 
by swearing what people would have us swear, saying, that whoever 

* Archiv. In Propag. Fid. Carte Eiferite—lrl., vol. iv. It ia to be remarked, 
that the italics ares copied from the originaL 
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gave evidence to prove the popish plot, he should be largely considered 
by the Parliament for ever; whereupon I, by the instigation of the 
enemies of ray soul, being in a very needy condition, to relievo myself, 
and to free my son out of the gaol of Mullingar, promised to discover a 
plot; but now, in the sight of God, I never did know anything of it, 
nor would never say, nor could say anything to it but what I was 
taught by Mr. William Iletherington, Hohbert Tyrrell, Otcen Murphy, 

John MacClane, Mae Moyer, fryar Duffey, Florence Weyer, Hugh 
Hanlon, and others, both here and in England, all which was falsehood * 

in me, as I now confess before God and the world ; the said John Mae 
Clone often desired me to sWear the plot against primate Plunket, and 
to induce me to do so, he said he would take the sin of it on himself ; 
this was in Booesin’ s-Inn in london, and Mr. Moyer and the rest of the 
informers did use to encourage me, saying, it was the best act that ever 
we did, and that wo were the happiest men in the nation, by our interest 
in the Parliament ; but I never gave any evidence against the primate, 
and I hope in God I am innocent of the blood of that good man, although 
it was my misfortune to be in the company of those that accused him ; 
and truly, upon the words of a dying man, I think in my heart he was 
altogether innocent of those crimes whereof he was accused, and for 
which he died. Nay, I say with my last breath, that I am as morally 
sure of his being really innocent, as I am of my death now. I also 
protest before God, that what information I gave in against Bishop 
Tyrrell, and what I said of the Vicar Brady, and others of the Irish 
clergy, was all false ; and that I never knew any such thing, but what 
the aforesaid John Mac Clone instructed me what evidence I should give 
in that point, saying, he would take the sin of it on himself, and so he 
sent me to Dublin to discover such things as he suggested to me, and 
bid me tell upon ray examination that himself knew those things, and 
advised me to swear and discover them, which if I should, I should be 
very considerably rewarded ; to which I now, by my last breath, declare 
and protest, without equivocation, that I ever knew even the least tittle 
or particular of any thing or things relating to an Irish plot, but what 
(as I before mentioned) I have been prompted and instigated to by the 
aforesaid John MacClane ; neither do I, or over did know, of any meet- 
ing or meetings of the Popish clergy, but such chapters and meetings 
as they publicly have, and alwaies had in their own proper affairs. In 
a word, as I hope to save my soul, 1 do not believe there was one word 
but perjury and falsehood in all that was said by as man)- of the Irish 
informers and discoverers as I conversed with, and employed me in the 
aforesaid plot ; and now 1 acknowledge before God, that I have deserved 
this untimely and shameful end, or a worse, by being engaged or any 
ways concerned in so horrid a design as that false discovery imported ; 

I have, I say, by my sins in general, and particularly by being so active 
an instrument as I have been in that hellish contrivance, justly incurred 
God’s vengeance. But us to the robbery for which I am sentenced, I 
call God to witness I am altogether innocent of it, and that I never saw 
to my knowledge either of the two persons who falsely swore it against 
mo, until they came to give evidence against me in the court house 
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of Mullingar, and that my sons are innocent of that and all other 
robberies, as far as I know ; but I forgive them from the bottom of my 
heart, and I beseech God to forgive those two witnesses, and all 
such as procured or suborned them. I forgive all my enemies, and 
all such as contributed to my death, my judges and juries, as I hope 
God will forgive me my sins, through the merits of Christ’s bitter 
passion, from whom I hope for mercy by the benefit of his death com- 
municated to me by the participation of his sacraments in the Roman 
Catholick Church, in the bosom of which I die. 

And upon my death, I declare once again, before God and his 
angels, I say nothing in this my last speech but the truth, and as to the 
evidence as Captain Morley desired me to give against Sir John Davis, 
I am sorry for it; and I now declare 1 had no ground to accuse him, 
or any other of the nobility or gentry of this nation, either of contriving 
or concealing any plot. Mr. Morley told me he would make me great 
friends in the House of Lords, and in London, and some that he recom- 
mended me to did maintain me there, and were my friends ; and he 
told me that what notice was sent down to the North of what 1 disco- 
vered to Sir John Davis, must have been sent by Sir John himself, but 
I replied, it might have' been sent by llohbert Tyrrell, I often heard 
our other informers threatening to accuse the Duke of Ormond, the 
Lord Chancellor, Sir Wdliam Davis, Sir John Davis, and others ; I have 
heard Hetherington, George Murphy, both the MacNamarons, Mr. Ivy, 
and fryar Bernard Dennis say, that the Duke of Ormond was building 
a new fortification neoi Dublin to command the city, and that he would 
bring in the French ; and that the said Duke of Ormond was as guilty 
as primate Ilunket, but I never had anything to say against them, or 
any of them, and I am sure the rest had as little to say of the truth as 
1 had ; neither do 1 believe if there had been any such a thing as a plot 
contrived or concealed by any considerable persons, that ever it should 
be made known to any such men as our/mA discoverers were. I know 
nothing of what Hawkins is accused of, and, as far as I know, my sons 
are as ignorant as myself ; all this I would discover to my Lord 
Lieutenant when I wms removed from Trim to Dublin by a habeas 
corpus, had not one John Cooper, attorney, living in Corn- Market, next 
door to the Black Dog, obstructed me. All which I do before the 
Almighty and the world declare and protest to be true, which if not 
truth, 1 desire I may be excluded from eternal bliss. As witness my 
hand, this 18th day of March, 1681, styl. vet. {i. e. 1682.) 

“ Henry O’Neale. 

“Dublin, printed 1682.” 

It then bears the attestation of being a faithful copy of the 
original, by Alex. Lockhart, ar. Vic. Com. Westmeath. 

It is probably to the retractation of this unfortunate man that 
Dr. Brennan refers, in the following extract from a letter, dated 
10th April, 1682: — 

“ In the province of Cashel some priests, who were accused of high 
treason during the past month of March, have been liberated and 
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declared innocent by the royal judges. In the province of Armagh 
three of the informers against the archbishop were condemned for 
various robberies, and one of them on the scaffold, like Judas, cried out 
that he had betrayed innocent blood, and often repeated that the Arch- 
bishop of Armagh died innocent ; and this is a source of great confusion 
to the wicked, and of consolation to the faithful, seeing that God has 
thus so soon punished some of the assassins of our first prelate. But of 
this, and of other things touching the same matter, I will give a more 
detailed account in another letter.” 

Dr. Tyrrell, too, Bishop of Clogher, in a letter, written on 
the 1st 01 May, 1682, gives some further particulars in regard 
of the witness, Maclane, as also of the unfortunate O’Neal, 
whose retractation we have just read. It is as follows: — 

“ By a letter of last month, I informed your Excellency of how 
matters stood in this country ; notwithstanding most diligent investi- 
gations, I have not been able to obtain any intelligence regarding 
Patrick O’Daly ; no one in this country seems to speak of him, so, I 
dare-say, he has gone to the continent. Some of the accusers of Dr. 
Plunket, who were also my accusers (their villanies becoming mani- 
fest) are falling into disgrace with the government. The priest, 
MacLane, and friar Maciloyer, with his cousin, the parricides of the 
primate, and my most capital enemies, are already in prison, and a lay- 
man, O’Neal, their partizan in the ministry of iniquity has been hanged, 
having first avowed the falsehood of all that he had sworn against me 
in regard of the pretended conspiracy, and that Dr. Plunket was 
innocent of the matters of which he was accused and condemned. 
This declaration, together with its attestation by the public official, 
was printed ; and it, as well as the imprisonment of the above wretched 
perjurers, occasions a little calm, and greater tranquillity. But as 
there are some others of the same stamp as yet in favour, 1 do not dare 
to appear in public, but by letters I do all in my power to attend to those 
entrusted to my care.” 

Another witness against the primate was Florence M'Moyer.* 
Ho was a relative of friar MacMoyer, and the head of the family 
which enjoyed the hereditary right to keep and guard “ the Book 


* This man is called, in the dying discourse of O’Neal, Weyer, and in the 
state trials Wyer. However, Dr. Plunket more than once speaks of him as 
Florence M ‘Moyer. Dr. Brennan, too, in the letter which we have cited, 
commemorates the evidence given by “Friar Moyer, and another Moyer, his 
relative and the Bishop of Clogher and Dr. Cusack almost rei>eat his words. 
Lord Massareene, in his letter to Rawdon, whilst he siieaks at one time of 
Florence Wyer, at another, if I mistake not, indicates friar Moyer by a like 
name. Perhaps this, in reality, was the family name of both, whilst Moyer 
was derived from the office, peculiar to their family, of keepers of the Book of 
Arm.agh : for the name Moor, in Irish, signifies keeper. 
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of Armagh” Providence, however, so arranged, that in punish- 
ment of his guilt he should lose this long-treasured inheritance, 
and be compelled, through poverty, to part with, for a mere trifle, 
that precious relic of the early Irish Church. In Sir W. Beetham’s 
“ Antiquarian Researches," vol. ii. p. 2,54, we find the fac-simile 
of its last entr^: — “ Liber Florentini Maire,” June 29th, 1662: 
and the following interesting account of the Book of Armagh, 
and of its last keeper, is taken from the Catalogue of the learned 
Humphrey Llyhd: — 

“ This MS., beyond all doubt, is very ancient, whether it be or be 
not partly in the handwriting of St. Patrick himself (as is stated at the 
bottom of page 24), but appears very likely to me to be of a later age, 
and perhaps it is the text of the gospels which St. Bernard, in the Life 
of St. Malachy, reckons amongst the monuments of the see of Armagh, 
and relates to have been the text of St. Patrick himself. By TJssher and 
Ware it is called the Booh of Armagh, and by the Irish the Book of the 
Canons of St. Patrick; thus called (as I think) from the Canons of the 
Evangelists agreeing with one another, begun in 626. This book was 
formerly held in great estimation by the ancient Irish, so much so, 
that the family commonly called MacMaor, in English MacMayre, had 
their names from the custody of this book, for Maor, in Irish, is keeper, 
and Maor-na-Ceanon is keeper of the canons. All that family were 
commonly so called, and they formerly held from the see of Armagh 
eight townlands in the county of Armagh, called the lands of Bally- 
maire, by the tenure of the safe keeping of the book, in whose hands 
it remained during many ages, until Plorence MacMayre went to 
England in the year 1680, that he should give evidence against Oliver 
Plunket, B.D., the Roman Catholic Primate of Ireland, who, unde- 
servedly, as is believed, was executed. But Mayre being deficient of 
money at his death, this manuscript was left as a pledge for five pounds; 
fortunately it afterwards came to the hands of Arthur Brownlow, Esq.* 

The character of M'Geoghegan, who was another apostate friar 
and informer against the primate, is clearly traced for us in the 
letters of the Viceroy, the Duke of Ormond.f In November, 
1680, he landed in the county Waterford, and being armed with 
an order from council, and accompanied by a guard of six horse- 
men, set to work at once in earnest to fulfil the desires of his 
employers. But his old occupations (which we have so often 
described, as forming the preparatory course of these informers), 
had still so many attractions for him, that he sought to combine 
them with his new mission, and, as Ormond writes, “ during his 

* Tills valiuble momimeut of our ancient cliurch is still in the possession of a 
descendant of Mr. Brownlow, the present Lord Lurgan. 

t See Carte, voh ii. p. 514, etc. 
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circuit he committed many outva<jes," and at length “ his violences, 
excesses, debaucheries, and, in effect, his plain robberies,” became 
so notorious, and occasioned such disturbance throughout the 
whole country, that he had to be arrested and committed to 
gaol.” In a letter of the 29th December, 1680, Ormond thus 
reviews the history of this witness : — 

“ We have already sent yon a part of MacGeoghan’s life and achieve- 
ments, till he left Ireland and was re-converted by the Bishop of 
Durham, under the name of Dalton. His exploits, since ho came over 
with the authority of the council to take plotters, are many and 
remarkable, and shall be sent to my Lord Sunderland as soon as the story 
is completed to his committal to Newgate, where he now is. I send you 
authentic copies of examinations, which will satisfy anybody that it 
was not fit to let him to plunder, beat, and imprison whom he pleased, 
English and Irish, Papists and Protestants, as his fancy, supported by 
strong ale and wine, should direct him. There is also Owen Murphy, 
authorized to search for and carry over witnesses, I suppose, to give 
evidence against Oliver Plunket. . . .He has been as far as the county 
Tipperary, and brought thence about a dozen- people not likely to say 
anything material as to Plunket: so that I believe he takes them upon 
Eustace Comyn’s mad narrative.” 

Writing a week later, he continues the history of these two 
informers : — 

" Mr. Geoghan’s history is brought so far that we have thought it 
time to transmit it to my Lord Sunderland; and we hope his viilanies 
will appear to be such as will justify his sending to Newgate. Murphy, 
sent hither to gather witnesses, by virtue of an order of the House of 
Lords, is ready to embark with those he has picked up. In Hethering- 
ton’s letter, produced by Murphy, he was advised to good husbandry, 
and particularly to take none with him but material witnesses, and yet 
ho has taken some from Garrick that profess here that they are able to 
say nothing of the plot or plotters.” 

Again, writing on the 9th of January, 1681, he says: — 

* 

“ This westerly wind has carried over Murphy wdth a number of 
witnesses ; and Geoghan, since his imprisonment, has accused my Lord 
Carlingford, Colonel Garrett Moore, and one Nugent, of treason, that 
the title of king’s evidence may not only d( fend him from punishment 
here, but help him into England, where he hopes for more favour than 
here, where he is best known.” 

The lawless career of this unfortunate man did not terminate 
with the martyrdom of Dr. Plunket. Returning to Ireland, ho 
visited again the theatre of his former exploits, and resumed his 
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predatory excursions. But the bubble of the Popish plot had 
now burst, and the government no longer needed his perjuries. 
He was arrested, convicted of being an associate of the tories, and 
condemned to be hanged. Happy was he, however, that his 
imprisonment gave him time to repent of his wicked career: we 
shall allow the Archbishop of Cashel to conclude the narrative. 
On the 30th of June, 1683, he thus writes to the Sacred Congre- 
gation : — 

• 

Here we now enjoy more peace than heretofore : but it is feared 
that this will not continue long, on account of the many religious 
coming from abroad, who, together with their brethren here, erect too 
many public chapels, and celebrate too publicly even in the cities, 
where the garrisons, governors, and royal troops are quartered; for 
which reason many fear that new edicts will be published against us. 
I send enclosed a copy of a retractation made on the scaffold by three 
robbers who were leading informers against the Catholics. Friar James 
Geoghegan, an apostate Franciscan, a cruel persecutor and informer 
against the Catholics on the occasion of the pretended conspiracy, being 
confined to prison two years ago, where he still continues, having been 
convicted as a robber and a thief, at length wrote and subscribed, with 
his own hand, a retractation of all that he had deposed and sworn 
against the Catholics in regard of the conspiracy ; and the paper thus 
signed by him was committed to the parish priest of the place, who now 
holds it, and exhorted the penitent to renew this retractation in presence 
of some minister or royal agent.” 

In another letter, of the 1st September, 1684, he again writes: 

“I have been informed that a certain friar James Geoghegan, a 
Franciscan apostate, was lately hanged. He was the most violent 
informer against the Catholics in these parts; he afterwards turned 
robber, and during the past four years was detained in prison. I 
cannot be certain of his execution, as he was kept in the Dublin 
province. This event has given great consolation to the Catholics, and 
confusion to their adversaries ; and therefore I have deemed it proper 
to communicate the intelligence to your Excellency, eis I doubt not it 
will be gratifying to you.” 

In the paper of O’Neal which we inserted above, a certain 
MacNamara is named as instigator and prompter of those who 
were to act as witnesses. In a few years he too met with a fate 
well deserved by his wickedness, whilst at the same time the 
prayers of those he persecuted obtained for him the grace of 
repentance. We shall describe the close of his career in the 
words of the Archbishop of Cashel * : — 

* See letter already refeiTed to, 1st September, 1684. 
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" On the 24th of August, just passed, John MacNamara, a layman, 
■was hanged at Waterford ; he was a famous informer against the 
Catholics at the time of the pretended conspiracy. Before that con- 
spiracy, ho was always a Catholic, but ho became a Protestant to 
acquire greater credit and authority in London, on his going to that 
city, where he presented to the king and parliament a narrative of the 
conspiracy, printed and subscribed by him, and in it, amongst other 
ecclesiastics and laymen, he also accused me. But finding that matters 
assumed a different aspect in England, and that the art of the informer 
had become discredited, he returned to Ireland, where he became a 
public robber, (he was, indeed, always supposed to be a thief), and at 
length, together with other bandits, he was arrested and sentenced to 
death ; whilst he was in prison he became a penitent, and died a 
Catholic. He declared at the public sessions, and in presence of the 
royal judges, that all his informations against the Catholics, whether 
in England or in Ireland, were false, and that he was instigated to 
give such informations by certain perverse heretics, enemies of the 
king and of the Catholics, who had bribed him with money, and he 
named the individuals. He confirmed all this whilst he was upon the 
scaffold, where he read a paper containing such a retractation, and he 
afterwards gave that paper to the royal officer who assisted at his 
execution.” 

From the ‘ Apologie pour les Catholiques,’ written by Dr. A. 
Amaud, and published at Liege in 1682, we learn that a certain 
Denis, who was brought to England to confirm parson Oates’ 
story, accused our primate of plotting the overthrow of the 
English rule in Ireland. In his evidence he described himself 
as bearer of a letter in 1677 from Oates to the Archbishop of 
Tuam in Madrid : the Archbishop having read the letter in his 
presence, immediately remarked, ‘ ‘ Oates wishes to be ordained ; 
he will be useful to us ; for Dr. Plunket, the Primate of Ireland, 
has resolved to introduce, on the first opportunity, French troops 
into Ireland, to support the English and Irish Catholics; and 

E lease God, I will go there myself to assist in accomplishing so 
oly a work.” It is sufficient to have this tale connected with 
the Oates' plot, to reveal its true origin, and the object which its 
perjured concoctors most Iniqultously proposed to themselves. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 


THE TRIAL OF DR. PLUNKET. 

On the 8th of June, 1681, Dr. Plunket was placed upon his 
trial before an English jury in Westminster, charged with 
overt deeds of high treason committed in Ireland. Such a course 
was contrary to the standing laws of the realm, and without a 
parallel in the history of England. Moreover, there was some- 
thing peculiarly outrageous in sending his case for trial to a 
London jury ; it was to hand over the good prelate to sworn ene- 
mies, who were thirsting for his blood ; it was to procure credence 
for his peijured accusers, removing them from the country where 
their perjuries and crimes were known, and where Protestant 
juries had already refused to receive their sworn testimony ; it 
was also, in the then existing circumstances, to deprive the accused 
of the possibility of defence, and to oblige him to answer the 
highest charge against the crown before a court where there could 
be no witnesses in his favour, no evidence of his innocence. 

In the “ narrative” of the Archbishop of Cashel, to which 
already we have so often had occasion to refer, we find briefly 
recapitulated the various accusations made against the primate, 
and at the same time many incidents of his trial ; — 

“ The judges being arrived in eourt, the aceused was plaeed at the 
bar, and the indictment read. In the first place he was accused of 
writing letters to Monsig. Baldesohi, Secretary of the Pope, to the 
Bishop of Aix, to Prince Colonna, and Cardinal de Bouillon, soliciting 
them to procure and send aid into Ireland, in order to establish there 
the Catholic religion and to destroy the Protestants ; and in the deposi- 
tions made against him in Ireland, the friar affirmed that the accused 
wrote letters to the Pope to the same effect, and that, whilst he himself 
(the friar), was in Rome, he saw in the hands of Dr. Creagh a letter of 
the primate to Monsig. Baldeschi, in which he assured him that there 
were 60,000 men to advance the cause, and that naught was wanting 
to them but arms. 

“ Secondly : that he had sent an Irish captain to the King of France, 
inviting him to send an army into Ireland, and to take possession of 
this kingdom. 

“ Thirdly : that he had enrolled 70,000 soldiers to unite with the 
French on their arrival here. 

“ Fourthly : that he had exacted money from the clergy to introduce 
the French and pay the army. 
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“ Fifthly : that he had visited all Ireland, and examined and explored 
all the seaport towns and fortresses of the kingdom, in order to intro- 
duce the French by a secure port. 

** Sixthly : that he had held many synods and meetings, in which a 
collection was ordered to supply funds for the French. 

“ These and other heads of accusation were affirmed with sacrilegious 
oath by the friars John Moyer and Duffy, both, it is said, students of 
St. Isidore’s, who, in addition to these articles of high treason, declared 
that the primate had appointed some soldiers to enter England clan- 
destinely and assassinate the king. 

The indictment and the aforesaid heads of accusation being read, 
and the accusers having being examined, the counsel for the crown 
employed all their deceitful eloquence against the accused. The judges 
then intimated to the accused to reply to the charges made against him. 
He stated, that he had already been accused, and had pleaded his cause 
before the royal court in Ireland, which was the place of his birth and 
residence, and the scene of the protended crimes ; and that it seemed 
hard, and without a parallel in past ages, that such a case should be tried 
in England ; and that at least ho should be enabled to make his defence 
by deferring the trial for ten days, in w'hich time his witnesses would 
arrive ; but his petition would not be listened to, and he was compelled 
to defend himself as best he could. 

- He therefore declared, first, that the whole indictment was a mere 
romance, fabricated by friars, his enemies, who had been chastised by 
him for their wicked life : second, that he had never written a letter 
to Monsig. Baldeschi on matters of state, nor any letter whatsoever to 
the Bishop of Aix, Prince Colonna, or Cardinal Bouillon ; and that the 
English translation of the letter produced against him by Moyer 
was a mere invention of that friar : third, that he had never explored 
the kingdom, or examined the fortresses or seaports mentipned by the 
friar: fourth, that he had never sent an agent or letter to any part of 
the world to procure assistance of soldiers and money : fifth, that ho 
had never held synods or assemblies excepting for affairs of the clergy 
.without treating of affairs of state : sixth, that he had never even 
dreamt of enrolling soldiers or setting on foot an army of 70,000 soldiers, 
or even- of two soldiers ; and that it was clear that all the power of the 
king could not call into existence such an army in Ireland, and that all 
the revenue of the kingdom would not suffice to maintain it ; that all 
the priests of the kingdom could not maintain 500 soldiers (he might 
have said 100), and that his statements would be surely accredited by 
the judges and other lawyers in Ireland acquainted with the condition 
of the country and persons. 

^ “ But all this did not suffice to make the judges understand the 
. truth of his discourse and his innocence. They gave credence rather to 
the sacrilegious swearing of two friars, the enemies of the accused, who 
procured four of their friends, vile and infamous men, never seen or 
known by the accused, to ratify all that they had affirmed. 

It was not without interested views that these men apostatized from 
the faith and renounced all honesty, for having declared themselves 
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informers of the pretended conspiracy, they obtained a royal pardon 
for their past crimes (for they were wicked men), and snms of money 
to maintain themselves as gentlemen. In fine, on the evidence of these 
wicked men he was declared guilty of treason on the 8th of June, 1681, 
and on the 14th of the same month was sentenced to be hanged and 
quartered — which is the punishment of treason. 

“The primate on hearing the sentence, and seeing his innocence 
condemned to so infamous a death, displayed a dignified composure, 
and did not lose even one quarter of an hour of his usual repose, as he 
himself writes, being comforted by bis innocence and the justice of the 
Supreme Judge. 

“ From the court he was reconducted to prison, where, during fifteen 
days, he proved himself wholly master of himself, and superior to all 
the adversities of the world, employing his time in prayer and mortifi- 
cation, and in exhortations to the faithful to persevere in the true faith, 
and to bear with patience the present tribulation : and he himself gave 
to all the example of a worthy prelate, so that even the guards of the 
prison remained confused and edified. 

“ He writes with sentiments of the greatest piety regarding the 
solicitude and charity displayed by the Catholics of London in his 
regard, especially from the time that his case was brought to trial, when 
they were allowed to visit him. They collected amongst themselves a 
sum of money to pay the counsel and others employed to procure a pro- 
rogation of the trial, and to have the execution of the sentence deferred. 
But this being in vain, they, with a more than ordinary charity and 
zeal, collected 200 crowns for his funeral expenses, and another sum 
for the expenses of the witnesses in their return to Ireland, and other 
expenses that might occur.” 

According to the truly barbarous policy of the law in the 
seventeenth century (and, indeed, the same law was enforced till 
a very late period) no person accused of treason was allowed the 
assistance of connsel, unless in the case that some purely legal 
question should arise during the trial. Hence, Dr. rlunket now' 
stood alone at the bar to plead his cause, before judges who 
seemed to vie with each other in their partiality for the perjured 
witnesses, and in their animosity against the accused ; whilst, at 
the same time, the jury had naught to guide them in their decision 
but the long concocted, and nevertheless, occasionally conflicting 
evidence of these perjurers. 

The judges on the trial were the Lord Chief Justice, Sir Francis 
Pemberton, and Judges Dolbein and Jones, some of whom had 
already imbued their hands in the blood of glorious champions of 
our faith. As an instance of the ferocity which they displayed 
against Dr. Plunket, we may remark, that on the panel being 
called, and the accused being desired to challenge whomsoever he 
thought fit. Dr. Plunket said ; — “ My lord, 1 desire to know 
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whether they have been of the juries of Loughorn, or the five 
Jesuits, or any that were condemed ?” to which he received for 
answer, from the Chief Justice : “ What if they have ? That is 
no exception.” Again, when, at the close of the first witness’s 
evidence. Dr. Plunket interrogated why, if all he had said were 
true, he had never during the past seven years given any notice 
to government of this plot ? the Chief Justice, seeing the wit- 
ness somewhat perplexed, suggested to him an answer, saying: 
“ Of what religion were you then ?” and the witness replying, 
“ A Roman Catholic,” Justice Dolbein at once added, “ Therefore 
it will be no wonder that you did not discover the plot.” 

On the 3rd of May, 1681, in Easter Term, Dr. Plunket had 
already been arraigned at the King’s Bench-bar for high treason, 
but thirty-five days were then allowed him to procure witnesses 
for his defence. This interval, indeed, might now-a-days suffice, 
when steam has lent its aid to our modes of conveyance ; but it 
was far from being sufficient at the time of which we treat, 
when the servants whom the archbishop dispatched to Ireland took 
fourteen days from Holyhead to Dublin. Another difficulty 
which the accused had to encounter was the want of the necessary 
means to defray the expenses ofsuch witnesses, but this w^as rendered 
comparatively easy through the charitable contributions of his 
Catholic friends ; there were, however, some other difficulties which 
were, indeed, insurmountable. For instance, the ofiicers of the 
Irish courts refused to give the records of the conviction of 
MacMoyer and his associates, alleging that the transmission of 
such documents to an English court would be a violation of the 
privileges of the Irish nation ; and yet, on the trial, when Dr. 
Plunket declared the guilty character of his accusers, the judges 
told him that his assertions were all in vain, unless he produced 
the records of their conviction. Again, the witnesses who 
blight attest his innocence, and disprove the assertions of his 
enemies, could not easily be induced to set out for England, 
where it was more than probable that they themselves would be 
imprisoned, and brought to the scaffold by the same hired per- 
jurers of the court. Nevertheless, such were the. exertions of 
his friends, that, on the appointed day of trial, a sufficient 
number of witnesses had arrived in Coventry. On being placed 
at the bar. Dr. Plunket petitioned that a few days more should 
be granted to enable these witnesses to arrive, and in feeling terms 
showed the injustice he was subjected to, and tbe impossibility in 
tvhich he was placed of making a proper defence, as those who 
knew his case had not arrived, and copies of the records necessary 
to establish the infamy of his accusers had been refused by the 
Irish courts, * * - 
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But he appealed for justice in vain. The court was in- 
exorable; and the trial was ordered to proceed without delay. 
From the speeches made at its opening by Sergeant Maynard and 
the Attorney-General, Sir Robert Sawyer, it is sufficiently clear 
that the object of the government in this trial was to fan the 
flame of Protestant fanaticism, and evoke against the Catholics 
the bigotry and passions of the mob. 

The former said : — 

" You have heard his charge ; it is as high as can be against the 
king, and against the nation, and against all that is good. The design 
and endeavours of this gentleman was the death of the king, and the 
destruction of the Protestant religion in Ireland, and the raising of 

war Dr. Plunket was made, as we shall prove to you, as they 

there called him. Primate of Ireland ; and he got that dignity from the 
Pope upon this very design.” 

And the Attorney-General, amongst other things, likewise 
said : — 

“ The character this gentleman bears as primate, under a foreign and 
usurped jurisdiction, will be a great inducement to you to give credit 
to that evidence we shall produce before you. We shall prove that 
this very preferment was conferred upon him upon a contract that ho 
would raise 60,000 men in Ireland for the Pope’s service, to settle 
Popery there, and to subvert the Government.” 

Even the Lord Chief Justice, when passing sentence, betrayed 
the same sentiments and hatred of the Catholic religion. 

” Truly yours” (he thus addressed Dr. Plunket) “ is treason of the 
highest nature ; it is treason, in truth, against God, and your king, 
and the country where you lived. You have done as much as you 
could to dishonour God in this case ; for the bottom of your treason 
was your setting up your false religion, than which there is not anything 
more displeasing to God or more pernicious to mankind in the world. 
A religion that is ten times worse than all the heathenish superstitions ; 
the most dishonourable and derogatory to God and his glory of all 
religions or pretended religions whatsoever, for it undertakes to dispense 
with God’s laws and to pardon the breach of them. So that, certainly, 
a greater crime there cannot be committed against God than for a man 
to endeavour the propagation of that religion.” 

Thus did his lordship, from his seat of injustice, rail against 
the religion of his fathers, the heavenly religion which civilized the 
universe; and thus did he stigmatize as treason against the king. 


Digitized by Google 



THE TRIAI, OF DR. PLUNKET. 


327 


pfecisely as the agents of Nero and Domitian were wont to do of 
old, the preaching and propagation of our holy faith. 

The swearing of the witnesses was in full accordance with 
these sentiments of the court, and must surely have fully satisfied 
the most sanguine expectations of their patrons, the Bishop of 
Meath, Dr. Jones, and the Earl of Shaftesbury. The first witness 
called was Florence MacMoyer. He swore as follows : — 

“ I know there was a plot both before Flunket’s time and in his 
time, for it was working in the years 1665 and 1666; but it was 
brought to full maturity in 1667. For then Colonel Miles O’Keilly 
and Colonel Bourne (Burns) were sent to Ireland from the king of 
France, with a commission to muster as many men as they could, 
promising to send an army of 40,000 men, with a commission, upon 
St. Ixswis’s day, in August following, to land in Carlingford, to destroy 
all the true subjects, to destroy the religion as it was established there, 
and to set up the French king’s authority and the Boman Catholic 
religion. And one Edmund Aryle, that was a j ustioe of the peace and 
a clerk of the crown, sent for all the rebels abroad in the north to come 
up into the county of Longford ; and they marched into the head town 
of the county, and fired the town. The inhabitants fled into the 
•astle. Then they came up to the gaol, thinking to break it open, 
and by setting the prisoners free to join them with them ; but there 
Aryle was shot, received a deadly wound, and dropt off his horse, and 
they fled. So, then, when they were without the town, one Charles 
MacCanal alighted and took away all the papers out of his pocket, 
which, if they had been found, would have discovered all. This occa- 
sioned Colonel Brown to be suspected, and being so suspected, he 
was taken prisoner, and turned to Newgate in Dublin. Then Colonel 
Beilly fled away again to France, and the plot lay under a cloud 
during the life of Primate Beilly, the prisoner’s predecessor. 'This 
Primate Beilly died beyond the sea. Then many of the popish religion 
would have had the primacy conferred upon one Duffy, but the 
prisoner at the bar put in for it; which might have been opposed if 
the prisoner had not engaged and promised that he would so manage 
affairs, that before the present government were aware, he would sur- 
prise Die kingdom, provided the Pope and king of France would send 
a competent army to join with theirs for the efl'ecting of it. So the first 
year of his coming over I was in the friary of Armagh ; I was an 
acquaintance of the friars, and they invited me ; and one Quinn told 
the prisoner that they thought Duffy would have been primate. Said 
he, it is better as it is ; for Duffy hath not the wit to do those things 
that I have undertaken to do ; meaning that he did undertake to sup- 
plant the Protestant religion to bring in Popery, and put the kingdom 
under subjection to the king of France. In his assembly kept by him, 
he charged his inferiors to collect such several sums of money as ho 
thought fit, according to the several parishes and dignitaries, to assist 
and supply the French forces when they came over. I have seen the 
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money collected, and I have seen his warrant, suh pma suspenstonis, 
to bring it in to redeem their religion from the power of the English 
Government. And he procured the MacDonnels a piece of money 
out of the exchequer, pretending to do good service to his majesty ; 
hut hesent them to France, meaning they should improve themselves and 
bring themselves into favour with the king of France, and come over 
with the French king to surprise Ireland. This one of the rebels told 
me. So I have seen the prisoner’s letter, directed to the grand tory 
Fleming, desiring that they should go to France, and he would see 
them, in spite of all their enemies in Ireland, safe ashore, and Fleming 
should return again a colonel, to his own glory and the good of his 
country. I have seen the prisoner going about from port to port, — to 
Derry, to Carrickfergus, Gorily, Down, and Carlingford, and all about. 
I heard it among the Church, that he went on purpose to view the sea- 
ports, to know the strength of all the garrisons, to see which was the 
most convenient way to bring in the French army.” 

The Chief Justice asked, “ What place did he pitch on as most 
convenient? ” to which the witness replied, “ Carlingford.” 

On the conclusion of his evidence, Dr. Plunket being interro- 
gated, whether he wished to ask any questions, said: — 

He says, my lord, that ten years ago I had such a design in hand^ 
and he knew the money was collected for these very ends, and that I 
had a design to bring in the French at Carlingford, and went about to 
all the ports in Ireland, and pitched upon that as the most convenient ; 
and yet it is so inconvenient for the bringing in a foreign force, that 
any one that knows anything of the maps of the world will easily 
conclude it otherwise. But I say, my lord, why did he not tell some 
justice of the peace that I was upon such a design, but let me live in 
Ireland for ten years after, and never speak of it till now? When he 
saw me all the time, and to the time of my taking prisoner, and never 
said one word : for I was a prisoner six months, only for my religion, 
not one word of treason spoken of against mo for so many years ; why 
did he not acquainst some justice of the peace of it before ?” 

Then the scene ensued to which we have already referred ; the 
Chief Justice and Justice Dolbein suggested to tne prisoner the 
answer which they knew would be most satisfactory to his 
hearers, that forsooth, he himself* was at that time a papist, and 
MacMoyer continued ; — 

“ I was a papist myself ; the first that did discover it ; friar Moyer 
and I did consult about it ; I had him charged to do so, and I had 
set him to work ; but he was ill-paid for having discovered it, you got 
him to be trepanned, that he hath gone in danger of his life for it.” 

• Henry O^Neal’s evidence was short, and principally directed 
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against the saintly bishop of Clogher, Dr. Tyrrell; amongst 
other things, however, he swears, tliat he had never seen the 
primate in his life, which confirms Dr. Plunket’s own assertion, 
that, as to the four laymen who appeared against him, he had 
never before seen them. 

Neal O’Neale almost repeated the words of the preceding wit- 
ness: and Owen Murphy, who was next produced, in fact gave 
no evidence at all. 

Hugh Duffy, however, more than supplied all that was wanting 
in these witnesses’ evidence. On being sworn, he said : — 

“ I have seen this Dr. Oliver Plunket raising several sums of money 
to carry on this plot ; sometimes lOs. per annum, sometimes 20s. of all 
the priests in Ireland, of every priest according to his pension and parish. 
It was given to his agent in Kome for carrying on this business. I was 
chaplain to Dr. Duffy, who was infinitely beloved by this man. He 
was father confessor to the Queen of Spain. There was nothing that 
happened between them but I was by all the time.” 

Being asked what was their conversation about, he replied: — 

“ About the plot : how they could confirm the plot : and this man, 
Plunket, said he could prevail with the king of France, and the other 
with the king of Spain. This was in 1673, ’74, and '75, at his own 
house, and at*. . . .He kept three or four Jesuits there, and a matter of 
a hundred priests. The discourse was always about the plot, how they 
could continue the matter between them ; and so they did conclude 
afterwards to raise so much money upon several priests, all the priests 
in Ireland, sometimes 20s., sometimes 40s. He talked several times 
that he did not question but ho should prevail with the king of France 
not to invade Spain ; and I have seen his letter to Cardinal Bouillon to 
expostulate with him about the king of France, why he should wage 
war with the king of Spain, who was a Catholic, but rather should 
come and redeem Ireland out of its heretical jurisdiction.” 

Being asked as to the raising of money, he replied : — 

“ I have seen several precepts : I was curate to one Father Mnrphy, 
and while that man was with Dr. Oliver Plunket and the other Jesuits, 
1 did officiate in his place, and he sent his letters to me to raise 40s. 
and 20s. a time, several times. It was to send to Dr. Creagh, who was 
at Home.” 

Then in regard to the meetings, he adds that he was present at 
one 

* The name is omitted. It was the scmin.ary opened by Dr. Plunket in 1671, 
and in which there were three Jesuits, with about 169 students, many of whom 
were sous of the Protestant gentry. 
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“ At Clones, in the county of Monaghan, on the occasion of the con- 
firmation from the bishop, about 1671. It was there agreed that the 
gentlemen of Armagh, Monaghan, and Cavan should join together ; and 
then they went into a private council to get a list of all the officers that 
were in the last rebellion, and those that lost their estates. I was in 
the same consult myself, and was as willing to proceed in the matter as 
any one in the world. They were withdrawn aside into a garden — 
some stood up, and some sat down ; and Oliver Flunket stood in the 
middle of them all as a prelate, and every one kneeled down before him 
and kissed his hand. Then they did consult, and gave special order to 
some of them to get a list of all the officers in the late rebellion, and 
that lost their estates, and that they should be more forward than others 
to proceed in that wicked design to destroy all the Protestants together.” 

, Being asked if he heard the prisoner speak on these matters, he 
replied : — “ Yes, and he made a special mention there concerning 
our own faith and religion.” He afterwards swore that he had 
received a precept from Dr. Pliinkct to know what men in his 
district were able to bear arms: that he had accompanied Dr. 
Plunket to Carlingford, and that there 

“ He went round about the place where some of the custom ships 
come in ; there was a great castle there near the sea, and he went to 
view the place, but could not get a boat. And there was great talk of 
Carlingford to be one of the best havens in Ireland ; there was no great 
garrison at the place, and any ship might come to the gates of the town 
and surprise it, it being a little town ; and he concluded thence that be 
could get the French army to land safely there.” 

He afterwards added : — 

“I have been at Sir Nicholas Plunkct’s, where there fell some variance 
about something this man had done to Dr. Duffy. Says Bishop Duffy, 
I might have had you drawn and quartered if I were as ill a man as 
yon; and I might have been primate of Ireland if I would have under- 
taken those things that you undertook. Upon that, says Sir Nicholas 
Plunket; what is that? Why, it was replied, it was to raise 60,000 
men in Ireland at any time, whenever the French or the Spanish king 
should wage war with England. And this man did confess, before my 
face, to Dr. Duffy, that it was not only to exalt himself, but all the 
Itomish clergy, and all the gentry that had lost their estates.” 

The concluding question, however, put to this wretched man 
by Dr. Plunket sufficiently explains all this virulence of his evi- 
dence against him : — “ Mr. Duffy, one word with you : is not this 
out of malice to me for correcting some of the clergy ?” 

Edmund Murphy was next sworn; and the Attorney-General, 
on finding that he hesitated in his evidence, declared that in his 
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private examination “ he had given the fullest evidence to all 
instances and particulars of high treason, much fuller tlian Duffy.” 
But all exhortations to him to proceed in his evidence were in 
vain. At first he begged the Chief Justice to “ respite the trial 
till next term he then declared that he forgot the evidence he had 
given on former occasions ; and, when interrogated in detail, belied 
the various particulars which he had before sworn to, till, at length, 
the Lord Chief Justice exclaimed, “ it is evident the Catholics have 
been tampering with him and at the desire of the counsel for 
the crown, in order to strike terror into the other witnesses, who 
might, perhaps, in like manner, be desirous of listening to the 
dictates of conscience, he commanded him to be at once committed 
to Newgate. 

John Maclane then gave his evidence. He said: — 

“ I was a parish priest in Ireland, in the county of Monaghan, and 
Dr. Oliver Plunket raised several sums of money in Ireland, and 
especially in the diocese where I am. I raised some of it, and paid 
him 40s. at one time, and 30s. at another time; in 1674 I paid him 
40s. ; in 1675 I paid him 50s., and it was about July, and it was for the 
better advancement of the French coming in. The money was to bo 
kept for arms and ammunition for the Homan Catholics in Ireland. I 
received an order, suh poena suspensionis, and there was a public order 
throughout Ireland, or we would not pay it ; nay, several would not 
pay it, and they were to be suspended.” Dr.*Plunket here asked 
him : — “ Can you show any of the orders under my hand ?” to which 
he replied : — “ Yes, I can show them, but only they are afar off. I did 
not expect to have them asked for.”* 

He then swore that when he was at vicar Brady’s house, 

** Bishop Tyrrell came there with forty horsemen well mounted and 
armed; he came into the house about ten in the morning, and stayed 
till about eleven at night ; I was very much among them, and as willing 
to be of the plot as themselves. Then Bishop Tyrrell said he had orders 
from Dr. Oliver Plunket and others, to partake of the plot to bring in 
the French, and subvert the government in Ireland, and to destroy the 
Protestant religion and Protestants.” 

He added: — 

• ** In Franco I landed at Brest, and going through Brittany, I 

met with Bishop Tyrrell and Dr. Creagh, who was my lord Oliver 
Plunket’s agent, and Duke John, of Great Brittany, came unto them, 

* As Maclane did not belong to the diocese of the primate, it was manifest that 
he could not have received any such mandate from Dr. Plunket ; to accouut, how- 

ever, for this, the witness added this novel tlicoiy : — “ You being lord primate, 
you could susi)cnd bishops and inferior clergy together. ” 
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for he heard of these two bishops being lately come out of Borne, sent 
for them, and I being a priest of Tyrrell’s diocese, I went along with 
them, and they were well accepted, and he showed Dr. Oliver Plunket’s 
conditions with the king of France, which was this : to get Dublin 
and Londonderry, and all the sea ports into their own hands, to levy 
war, and destroy the Protestant religion ; and that they should have 
him to protect them during his lifetime.” 

The chief Justice interrogated him : — 

“ What do you know of bis being primate?” 

He replied: — 

“ He was made primate by the election of the king of France, and upon 
his election he made those conditions with the king of France, to raise 
men to join with the French, to destroy the Protestant religion.” 

The last leading witness was friar Moyer. He declared : — 

“ I knew the prisoner, my lord, to be made primate of Ireland, 
engaging that ho should propagate the Romish faith in Ireland, and to 
restore it to the Catholic government ; and I know the time by relation 
that I came4o Rome, within two months after his being made primate 
of Ireland, upon the same conditions that have been related to you ; 
and 1 was brought into the convent of St. Francis in Rome, by one 

Father , and this father was very intimate with Cardinal Spinola ; 

and when he used to go abroad, he used to carry me along with him 
as a companion, and then I found several of the Romish Cardinals say, 
that the kingdom of Ireland should come under the Catholic govern- 
ment by the way and means of the Lord Primate Plunket.” 

He then produced a copy of a letter of Dr. Plunket, which he 

Translated five years ago, and here are the contents following ; if 
you please, they may be read ; I will do my best to read them in English, 
the original were in Latin, and some phrases in Italian. And when I 
was surprised with Mr. Murphy last year, and taken suddenly, all my 
papers were takefll' away before I could return back again, by the 
soldiers and the tories. 1 only kept a copy of this letter I had in 
English, as near as 1 could, and if 1 did not diminish anything by the 
translation, upon the oath 1 have taken, I have not put anything in it 
but what the contents of the letter were.” i 

The letter is then said to have been read, but is not given ; we 
can, however, gather its contents from the subsequent examination ; 
that it was addressed to the Secretary of Propaganda; that it 
destined a sum for the agent in Rome, and Moyer, by the addition 
of a zero, changed that sum from £50 to £500. Dr. Plunket 
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here declared that the sum destined for the agent in Rome was 
£50; and added: — 

There is never a nation where the Roman Catholic religion is 
professed, but hath an agent for their spiritual affairs at Rome, 
and this was for the spiritual affairs of the clergy of Ireland. I 
deny nothing; that is a truth ; every nation hath an agent, and that 
agent must be maintained ; and the reason is this, because we have 
many colleges beyond sea, and so there is no country of Roman Catholics 
hut hath an agent at Rome.’* 

Moyer then swore to the various other heads ; the planning of 
the invasion of Ireland by the French, the collecting of money 
for that purpose, the exploring the country, &c., and that these 
matters had been committed to him as a secret by the primate 
himself. Being asked in what year this took place, he replied : — 

“ In 1676, and I being willing that this wicked action should be hin- 
dered, %ent to the next justice to discharge myself of it^ which justice was as 
favourable to the business as my lord himself was” 

Before the conclusion of this witness’s evidence. Dr. Plunket 
produced two letters of the friar. The first was addressed to 
“ my reverend father Anthony, Guardian of Armagh,” and was 
dated 1st July, 1678. It thus commenced: — 

“ Very Rev. Father Guarbian, — Your paternal letter and citation 
homeward I did instantly peruse. As for my lord Oliver Plunket, I 
wrote a letter to him the day before I saw your reverence last, that he 
might cause my fame, which is as dear to me as my life, to be recalled, 
or 1 should cause his name to be fixed at every public place, which, by 
the Almighty, I will do, nature and all reason compelling me to do it.** 

No more of this letter is given in the state trials, but we learn 
the remainder of it from the subsequent words of Dr. Plunket: — 

“ My lord, I say this ; he says he came to my house when he came 
over, and I imparted this secret to him ; yef you see I had denounced 
him through my whole diocese, and he there calls me by all those names 
of Elymas, Simon Magus, and Baijesus ; and it is impossible, if I had 
communicated to him such a secret, that I would deal so with him.” 

The second letter was dated the 23rd of April, 1678, and was 
addressed, in like manner, to the father Guardian: — 

“ I was somewhat comforted by your letter. But now I hope your 
reverence hath considered what wrong I have sustained by my curious 
adversaries* calumnies, only for standing, as I have a soul to save, for 
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your rights and privileges, as also for endeavouring to save my native 
country’s ruin and destruction.” 

As to the remainder, it is said that the witness “ read on but 
the letter is not given, and we can only gather from the subse- 
quent discourse, that he stated in it that Dr. Plunket “ had fallen 
into disgrace in Rome.” The object of Dr. Plunket in producing 
these letters was to show the malignity and animosity which this 
apostate friar bore against him, on account of his having checked 
his reckless career. 

On the Chief Justice asking Dr. Plunket what he had to say in 
his defence, he replied : — 

My lord, I tell you I have no way to defend myself ; as I have been 
denied time to bring over my records and my witnesses, ten or twelve 
in number. Were they here, or were I in Ireland, where both they 
and I should be known, I would defy all the malice of the world ; but 
when I was to be tried in Ireland, they would not appear, knowing 
that their statements were false and malicious. These men used to call 
me Oliver Cromwell out of spite.” 

The Chief Justice then having recapitulated the heads of the 
accusations. Dr. Plunket replied to tne various charges made 
against him, pointing out their absurdity and improbability, and 
proving in a way calculated to convince every impartial hearer, 
that his accusers were perjurers, and merely animated by a fell 
spirit of avarice and revenge. He concluded by protesting again 
that in his present circumstances, without witnesses and records, 
it was impossible for him to make a proper defence. 

The recapi^qpiation of the evidence by the Solicitor-General and 
Sergeant Jeffries followed, replete with envenomed remarks 
against the archbishop and the Catholic religion. Scarce had 
Sergeant Jeffries concluded, when a stranger stepping forward in 
the court handed a paper to Dr. Plunket. It contained the 
names of witnesses who might be called in his defence, and the 
crier at once read aloud the names; “ David Fitzgerald, Eustace 
Commines, and Paul Gorman but Gorman alone appeared, and 
besides the declaration that “ he thought Dr. Plunket did more 
good in Ireland than hurt, and that he never heard of any misde- 
meanour of him,” the only matter of importance which he 
avowed was that “ friar Moyer, when in discourse with him, said, 
if there was law to be had in Ireland he would show Mr. Plunket 
his share in it.” 

On the Lord Chief Justice delivering his charge to the jury, 
Dr. Plunket once more declared : — 
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“ I can say nothing to it, but give my own protestation that there is 
not one word of what is said against me true, but all plain romance ; I 
never had any communication with any French minister, cardinal, nor 
other.” 

The jury without delay came to their decision, and the fore- 
man announcing “ guilty,” Dr. Plunket exclaimed “ Deo gratias,” 
thanks be to God. 

Whilst all England was excited to the highest pitch of fanati- 
cism, and ready to believe every absurd story regarding Catho- 
lics, it cannot surprise us that the jury should have come to such a 
decision ; and surely any twelve men ignorant of the character of 
the accusers, and therefore judging them to be honourable men, 
and who, at the same time, had been taught to recognize in the 
very fact of the accused bein ^ Roman Catholic primate of Ireland 
a prima facie evidence of his treasonable designs, could, with 
difficulty, have come to a contrary conclusion. But whosoever, 
after reading the preceding chapters, reviews the prepared testi- 
mony of these wretched men, will easily detect not only evidence 
of their malignant enmity against the primate, but, moreover, 
manifest indications of the falsehood of their tale. Thus, to say 
nothing of the monstrous accusations of preparing a fund for the 
maintenance of an army of 60,000 men at a time when Dr. Plunket 
wrote those beautiful letters which we have seen, and which 
reveal to us the extreme indigence to which he and his fellow- 

f relates were reduced, and the sad destitution of the Catholics of 
reland, it is friar MacMoyer himself, an associate and a leader 
of a tory band, who inculpates the tories as having carried away 
his papers, whilst the other witnesses were obliged to have 
recourse to other like accidents, in order to accomJ for the absence 
of the document to which they referred, and which should have 
been produced: — then, again, the appointment of Dr. Plunket is 
sworn to have originated with the French king, in order to 
advance his designs of conquest; — another witness declares the 
extent of his authority to be to suspend at his pleasure all bishops 
and prieste throughout Ireland, who would not contribute to the 
national fund : — by another, the sending of a band of tories to 
France is made a proof of his treason, though, in reality, it was the 
Lord Lieutenant who had thus removed them from the kingdom, 
after the arclibishop had induced them to submit, and obtained 
the thanks of the government as well as of the nation for his 
paternal endeavours in their regard. The seminary at which the 
children of many of the Protestant gentry were educated, is made 
a sort of standing council for deliberating on the best means of 
extirpating all the Protestants and changing the government. It 
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is said that he destined Carlingford to be the landing-place of the 
French ; and yet Florence MacMoyer swore that it was thus 
destined in 1667, two years before Dr. Plunket was consecrated 
to the see of Armagh ; that port, too, is extolled by the witnesses ; 
and the Solicitor-General in his recapitulation styles it “ a very 
large port, in which ships of the largest burden may come up;” 
whilst, as we learn from the Archbishop of Cashel, and other 
sources, it was then, as it is now, a most miserable and insignificant 
little port; in fine, friar MacMoyer inculpates the justice before 
whom he first accused the primate, as being an accomplice in 
these treasonable designs, because he refused to receive his evi- 
dence ; and yet the Duke of Ormond refused, in like manner, to 
receive it, and the Protestant juries not only refused to credit 
his sworn testimony, but instead of the accused, condemned himself 
to prison on account of his notorious crimes. But these things 
being all unknown, perhaps, to the twelve citizens of London, who 
sat in judgment to try Dr. Plunket for the highest crime of which 
he could stand accused before the law; without a dissentient 
voice — almost without deliberation, they pronounced him guilty. 

The verdict being recorded, the court arose. On the 14th 
of . , ^Dr. Plunket was again brought to the bar 

to receive judgment in accordance with that verdict. On leave 
being given to speak, Dr. Plunket again pointed out the difficult 
position in which he had been placed, refuted the charges made 
against him, and proved the wickedness and malice of his accu- 
sers: — 

“ My lord, may it please your lordship, I have something to say, 
which, if your lordship will consider seriously, may occasion the court’s 
commiseration and mercy. I have, my lord, for the offences with 
which I am now charged, been already arraigned in Ireland. At 
the day fixed for my trial there, my accusers voluntarily absented 
themselves, seeing I had records and witnesses to convict them, and 
to show what men they were, and the prepcnsed malice that they 
did bear to me ; and, so, finding that I could clear myself evidently, 
they absconded ; from that day no one appeared against me in Ireland : 
but, hither they came and procured that I should be brought where I 
could not have a jury that knew the qualities of my adversaries, or who 
knew me, or the circumstances of the places, times, or persons. The 
jury here, as I say, consisting of strangers to these affairs, my lord, 
they could not know many things that conduce to a fair trial; it 
was morally impossible they should know them. 

“ I have been accused principally and chiefly for survepng the ports, 
for fixing upon Carlingford for the landing of the French, for the 
having of 70,000 men ready to join the French, for collecting money 
for the agents in this matter, for assisting the French, and enlisting 
this great utopian armj'. A j ury in Ireland, consisting of men that 
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lived in that country, would immediately understand the folly of 
such charges, and any man in the world that hath but seen Ireland 
in a map, would easily see there was no probability that Carlingford 
should be a place fit for the French to land in. Though never in 
Ireland, yet by the map he would see the invaders must come by the 
narrow seas all along to Ulster, exposed to rocks and every other 
danger, for the purpose of landing at Carlingford, which is a poor town 
and of no strength, with a very bad harbour and with a very small 
garrison, which had not been so if it had been a place of any conside- 
ration. 

And then I had influence only upon one province, as is well known, 
though I had the title of Primate of all Ireland, as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury hath of all England, though the Archbishop of York did 
not permit him to meddle with his province ; and it is well known by 
the gentry there, and those that are accustomed to the place, that in all 
the province of Ulster, take men, women, and children of the Roman 
Catholics, they would not supply 70,000. This a jury on the spot, 
my lord, would have- known very well: therefore, the laws of llngland, 
which are very favourable to the prisoner, have provided that there 
should be a jury of the place where the oflfence was committed, as Sir 
Thomas Gascoigne, as I have heard, had a Yorkshire jury, though he 
was tried at London. 

After my coming here, I was kept a close prisoner for §bt n^mths ; 
no one was permitted to come to me, nor did I tanow things 

stood in the world. I was brought here the 3rd of May to be arraigned 
and I ^id petition your lordships to have some time to prepare 
for my trial, proposing to have it put off till Michaelmas, but 
your lordships did not think fit to grant so long, but only till the 
middle of this month. In the mean time my witnesses, who were 
ready at the seaside, would not come over without passes ; and I could 
not get over the records without an order from hence, which records 
would have shown that some of the accusers were indicted in Ireland 
and found guilty of high crimes ; some having been imprisoned for 
robberies, and others being men of infamous character ; so I petitioned, 
the 8th of this month, that I might have time for but twelve days more; 
but your lordships, when the motion was made, thought that it was 
only to put off my trial, and refused my motion. Now my witnesses 
are come to Coventry yesterday morning, and they will be here in a few 
days; but in the meantime I have been left at the mercy of my 
adversaries, who were some of my own clergy, whom, for their 
debauched lives, I had corrected, as is well known. 

** I will not deny, that as long as there was any toleration and 
connivance, I did execute the functions of a bishop ; but that, by the 
2nd of Elizabeth, is only prcemunire, and no treason. But, my lord, 
whilst I have been left without means of defence, my enemies have 
had full time to prepare their wicked charges against me. I did beg for 
twelve days’ time, whereby you might have seen, as plain as the sun, 
what those witnesses are that began the story and say those things against 
me. And, my lord, for the raising of the 70,000 men, and the monies 
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that are collected of the clergy in Ireland, they cannot be true, for 
they are a poor clergy, that have no revenue nor land — they live as 
the Presbyterians do here ; there is not a priest in all Ireland that 
hath, from certain or uncertain sources, above three score pounds a-year, 
and that 1 should collect from them sums suificient for the raising of 
an army, or for the landing of the French at Carlingford, if it had been 
brought before a jury in Ireland would have been thought a mere 
romance. 

** If they had accused me of a pramunire for the exercise of my 
episcopal function, perhaps they had said something that might be 
believed ; but, my lord, as I am a dying man, and hope for salvation 
by my Lord and Saviour, I am not guilty of one point of treason they 
have sworn against me, no more than the child that was bom but 
yesterday. I have an attestation under my lord of Essex’s hand, 
concerning my good behaviour in Ireland, and not only from him, 
but from my lord Berkeley, who was also governor there, which the 
king’s attorney saw ; but here I was brought — here I was tried, 
without hiving time to bring witnesses, so that I could not 
prove my innocence, as otherwise I might. Hence if any case 
in the world deserve compassion, surely my case does ; and it is 
such a rare case, that I do not believe you will find an instance that 
one arraigned in Ireland should be tried here afterwards for the 
same fact. My lord, if there be anything in the world that deserves 
pity, this does ; for I can say, as I hope for mercy, I was never guilty 
of any one point they have sworn against me ; and if my petition for 
time had been granted, I could have shown how all was prepense 
malice against me, and have produced all circumstances that could 
make out the innocence of a person, but having been left without any 
means of defence I am at your mercy.” 

The Chief Justice then proceeded to pass sentence; having said 
'in the course of his address: “ I appeal to all that heard your 
trial, if they could so much as doubt but that you were guilty of 
what you were charged with. For, consider, here were persons 
of your own religion, the most of them priests — I think almost 
all of them in orders.” Dr. Plunket corrected him, saying : — 

** There were two friars and a priest, whom I have endeavoured to 
correct seven years, and they were renegades from our religion, and 
dastard apostates.” 

And shortly afterwards, the Chief Justice extolling the evidence 
of friar Dufiy, Dr. Plunket said : — 

“ I had sufficient evidence to prove he was an apostate, and was 
chastised by me, and, therefore, had prepensed malice against me.” 

On the conclusion of the Lord Chief Justice’s discourse, Dr. 
Plunket again addressed him : — 
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“ May it please your lordship to give me leave to speak one word. 
If I were a man that had no care of my conscience in this matter, and 
did not think of God Almighty, or conscience, or heaven, or hell, I 
might have saved my life, for I was offered it by divers people here, 
BO 1 would but confess my own guilt and accuse others. But, my 
lord, I had rather die ten thousand deaths than wrongfully accuse 
anybody. And the time will come when your lordship w^ see what 
those witnesses are that have come in against me. I do assure your lord- 
ship, if I were a man that had not good principle^, Imight easily have saved 
my life; but I had rather die ten thousand deaths, than wrong/ uUy to take 
away one farthing of any man's goods, one day of his liberty, or one 
minute of his life.” 

Lord Chief Justice. — “lam sorry to see you persist in the prin- 
ciples of that religion.” 

Dr. Flunket. — “ They are those principles that even Ood Almighty 
cannot dispense withal.” 

With the usual solemnity the sentence of a traitor was then 
pronounced against him ; but against a man breathing those 
noble sentiments, such a sentence should be of little avail. His 
conduct during the whole course of trial, his fearless denunciation 
of the injustice which was committed in thus compelling him to 
stand his trial deprived of all means of defence — his solemn pro- 
testations of innocence and of the prepense malice of his perjured 
accusers — but above all, the exalted sentiments of Christian 
morality, worthy of a spiritual pastor, who in his own life traced 
out the path which his children might pursue, must have 
extorted the admiration even of his enemies, and the sentence 
which followed, far from being a triumph over him, but crowned 
his cause and rendered his victory complete. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

THE EXECUTION OF DR. PLUNKET. 

Friday, the 11th of July,* 1681, was the day fixed for the 
execution; and at an early hour Dr. Plunket was conducted 
from prison to the scaffold at Tyburn. The dauntless spiritwhich 
he displayed whilst awaiting in prison the carrying out of the 
fatal sentence, and the heroic sanctity with which he disposed 
himself to receive the martyr’s crown, belong rather to the next 
chapter; for the present it will suffice to give some extracts 
from a manuscript narrative, presented the same year to the 

• This date corresponds to tho 1st of July, old style. 
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Sacred Congregation, and which was not improbably composed 
by Father Teyling, a distinguished member of the Society of 
Jesus. It is entitled, “ a brief narrative of the imprisonment, 
accusations, and death of Monsignor Plunket, archbishop of 
Armagh and Primate of Ireland, executed at Tyburn, in London, 
the 11th of July, 1681.” Many of the facts, nowever, which it 
contains have already been commemorated from other sources, 
wherefore we shall be content with presenting those passages 
which add new circumstances connected with the imprisonment 
and death of our holy prelate : — 

The glorious death of this prelate, deserving of eternal memory, 
as well for his innocence as for the heroic constancy with which he 
supported his atrocious penalty, has awakened in many a devout 
curiosity to learn its circumstances, and especially in those who well 
remember to have known and conversed with him in this city of Rome, 
where he lived for so many years, at first as student of the Irish College, 
and afterwards as professor of theology for many years in the College 
of the Propaganda. Wherefore, not to defraud so holy a desire, 
whilst we await a more complete narrative of those facts, we shall 
here relate what is known for certain, partly from various letters, and 
partly from his own discourse, which may now be had in print in many 
languages. 

** Although he was, from the commencement, sought for with great 
diligence, nevertheless he, for awhile, escaped every danger, till, at 
length, detected by the cunning of the spies, he was arrested in the 
month of December, 1679, in the city of Dublin, and immediately 
cast into prison, where he was detained with the greatest rigour, being 
obliged, amongst other things, to purchase, at a price truly exorbitant, 
and wholly incompatible with his means, the most ordinary conve- 
niences of furniture and food. After suffering for more than six 
months in that prison he was at length, on the Slstof July, 1680, 
conducted, under a close guard, to Dundalk, thirty-six miles distant 
from Dublin, there to stand his trial.” 

The narrative then proceeds with the various facts till the 
removal of his trial to London, regarding which iniquitous pro- 
ceeding it remarks : — 

** Every one will see, that nothing less than a heroic virtue and 
magnanimity' was required to receive this blow with that peace of 
soul, and with that perfect charity for his enemies with which the 
primate bore it . . . The good prelate, on the 1 1th of November, was 
removed from the castle of Dublin, and conducted, under a close 
guard, to London, where he arrived in the depth of the past most 
rigid winter j and although he was of a most deUcate complexion, yet 
the only relief he received after so severe a journey, was to be thrown 
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into a most opprobrious and disastrous prison, called Newgate, where 
for a-while he had to undergo such trials, as even the accused of 
most vile condition are not subjected to. Thus the entire winter and 
spring passed on, and in the mean time his accusers, living at large 
in London, arranged and matured all their plans to encompass bis 
destruction.” 

The account of his trial and sentence is then given, and the 
narrative thus continues : — 

** At the same time and place sentence of death was also passed 
against a certain Fitzharris, a man, for many and heinous crimes, de- 
serving of that punishment : this seiwed to form a contrast with Dr. 
Plunket, and add new lustre to his innocence. On the sentence of 
death being passed, Fitzharris, by the terror of his looks, his trembling, 
and the complete failure of strength, showed that his heart was not 
less guilty than feeble. On the contrary, the primate, as well when 
awaiting sentence, as whilst it was being passed, and after it, dis- 
played such a frankness of soul and heart — such a serene and joyous 
countenance, and was so composed in aU his actions and deportment, 
that all were able to perceive not only his perfect innocence, but, 
moreover, his singular virtue, which was master and superior to every 
emotion of passion. And concerning all this, the Catholics, who were 
present, wrote endless praises, attesting that none could wish for a 
deportment more noble, more amiable, more worthy of him whom he 
there represented. Having heard the sentence (turning his thoughts 
to his soul, and no- wise solicitous as to the sufferings destined for his 
body), he asked as a favour from the judge to be allowed to treat of 
spiritual matters with a Catholic priest, ‘ You will bave,’ replied the 
judge, ‘ a minister of the Church of England.’ But he answered : * I 
am obliged for your good intentions, but such a favour would be wholly 
useless to me.’ 

“ The primate being re-conducted to prison after this public and se 
glorious trial, there arose between the Catholics and the Protestants an 
eager strife who would visit him and converse with him — the former 
attracted by a singular devotion, the latter by an extraordinary curiosity; 
and he, during the few days that he survived, received both with such 
courtesy, with such a sweetness, and calmness, and amiableness of 
manner, that the Catholics departed truly edified, and the Protestants 
were not only exceedingly contented with his deportment, but also 
rendered more affectionate towards the Catholics. Before his execution 
he was able to confer with a spiritual father (a man * of great merit, 
who was then, as he is yet, a glorious confessor of the faith in that 
prison), to whom he manifested, as that which most disturbed him, his 
having no horror of death, on account of which he feared that he was 
not well prepared for it, which shows his humility, and with what 

* This was Father Corker, as we learu from the letters of the Archbishop 
of Cashel. 
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■worthy sentiments he approached his death, as the only scruple 'which 
disturbed him was one derived from a special and excessive grace 
which God granted to him. On his part he was nowise negligent in 
disposing himself for this great grace ; for, in addition to the sufferings 
of prison, to the afflicting journeys so patiently homo by him, to the gene- 
rous and repeated pardon which he so often breathed for his enemies in 
exchange for their many outrages, he added, moreover, many volun- 
tary penances, and especially a rigorous fast on bread and water, tliree 
times each week, during the whole time that he was in prison in 
London, as the keeper of the prison, a Protestant, attested after Dr. 
Plunket’s death, not without eulogy and admiration. 

“ At length, on the 11th of July, the day destined for the carrying 
out of the fatal sentence, the keeper of the prison, imagining that the 
apprehension of approaching death, and horror of the atrocious punish- 
ment, would have made some impression on that soul hitherto so 
resolute, went early in the morning to visit him, and if necessary, too, 
to give him courage and comfort him ; but he was yet more surprised 
and filled with astonishment on finding that the prelate, on being 
awakened, was as little moved by the approach of sufferings as though 
his body were insensible to pain, whilst, nevertheless, he was of an 
ardent and delicate temperament. In a little while the announcement 
was made that everything was in order, wherefore he was taken from 
prison, and stretched (with his face uppermost) and tied with cords 
upon a wooden hurdle (as is there customary), and thus drawn by a 
horse to Tyburn. 

" It had been a hundred years, perhaps, since a Catholic bishop was 
thus executed there, and hence the curiosity to see a victim of such 
exalted dignity, and already so famed for his noble deportment, 
gathered together an immense multitude of spectators, who partly 
awaited him on the road side, partly at the place of execution. Such 
as he had shown himself when receiving sentence of death did he now 
prove himself in this last scene when undergoing death itself, being ever 
serene and tranquil, even to his last breath ; so that he universally 
excited that esteem and sympathy which is invariably evoked by an 
heroic virtue oppressed by an extreme rigour ; so that few could be 
found even amongst the Protestants to entertain a doubt as to his 
innocence. 

“ On the scaffold he delivered a short discourse, in which, after 
protesting his innocence as to the charges of conspiracy made against 
him, he prayed for life and health to the king and all the royal family, 
gave a most complete pardon to all his enemies and adversaries, and, 
in fine, supplicated the Divine Majesty to be propitious to him, through 
the merits of Christ, through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin, 
and of all the holy Angels and Saints of Paradise. Which form of 
prayer, so simple and yet so pious, was remarked by the spectators, 
who never remembered to have heard from any other such an express 
mention of the Blessed Virgin and the Saints. 

^‘This discourse was the substance of the longer one which he wrote 
with his own hand in prison, and left with his friends, lest any, by a 
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- malignant alteration, might seek to falsify his dying sentiments. 
Having concluded his discourse, the sentence was carried into execu- 
tion, and his happy soul sped its flight (as we may hope) to enjoy an 
eternal repose. 

On the same day, and in the same place, Fitzharris was executed ; 
and to the last the contrast of his manner and actions displayed in 
brighter light the happy lot of the primate ; and whilst Dr. Plunket 
excited compassion on account of the atrocious and unmerited suffering, 
and became universally loved for his innocence, and extolled to the 
skies for his constancy, Fitzharris was abhorred for his wicked deeds, 
despised for his vile cowardice, and uncompassioned in his suffering, as 
being his due. 

** The primate, before death, asked and obtained permission to be 
buried with the fathers of the Society of Jesus who, during the present 
persecution, sacrificed their lives at Tyburn. He was therefore interred 
with them in the church of St. Giles ; and we cannot but remark the 
devotion and great esteem which the English Catholics displayed for 
this sacred deposit ; and together wiih it they interred a copper plate, 
on which was inscribed the following inscription : — 

‘ In this tomb resteth the body of the Most Kev. Oliver Plunket, 
late archbishop of Armagh and primate of all Ireland, who, when 
accused of high treason, through hatred of the faith, by false brethren, 
and condemned to death, being hanged at Tyburn, and his bowels being 
taken out and cast into the fire, suffered martyrdom with constancy, in 
the reign of Charles the Second, King of Great Britain, on the 1st day 
of July, 1681.’* 

Here we may remark, that by referring to this inscription it is not 
our intention to ratify the title of martyr till holy Church will authen- 
ticate it : as, also, we must add, that the aforesaid date is not contrary 
to that given above, as the 1st of July, according to the old stylo, stjU 
used in England, is equivalent to the 11th of July, according to our 
Gregorian computation. 

“ Some few circumstances yet remain connected with the death of 
Dr. Plunket, which cannot be passed over in silence, and which we now 
add : — 

“ 1st. It is deserving of attention that all the accusers, judges, and 
other opponenta of Dr. Plunket were not able to attach the mask of 
conspiracy to his cause, or conceal its being a manifest and direct cause 
of religion. The plots in England were pretended to be directed against 
the life of the king, but neither the death of the king nor the advance- 
ment of any other cause could be put forward as the scope of the pre- 
tended Irish conspiracy, but only the establishment of the faith. 

“ 2nd. It has been written that two English lords (who were succes- 
sively viceroys in Ireland) declared to the king, that it was impossible 

* In hoc tumulo requiescit corpus Rmi. D.D. Oliverii Plunket, quondam 
Archiepiscopi Arclmachani, totius Hibemiw Primatis, qui in odium fidei a falsia 
fratribus laesie majestatis accusatus ob idcpie morti adjudicatus Tybumiae laqueo 
suspensus, extractis intemis et in ignem conjcctis, Marty rium coustantor subiit. 
Kegnante Carolo 2® Mag. Brit. etc. die 1® Julii, 1681.” 
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to believe oi deem probable any of the accusations against the primate, 
for they had experienced him a man full of zeal for the public peace ; 
nay, one of the most efficacious in Ireland in appeasing seditious move- 
ments. 

“ 3rd. It is certain that, on the part of one of the first noblemen in 
England, his life was offered him, should he consent to accuse others : 
which offer, although resolutely rejected by him, is said to have been 
renewed to him on the scaffold, Giffi permitting this temptation for the 
greater merit of one who thus, in such innocence, sacrificed his life. 

“ 4th. The Superior of a certain religious order, a man of great pru- 
dence, who was present at the primate’s death, writes, that on the 
scaffold, by the singular composure of soul and actions, he seemed like 
an angel descended from paradise, who was joyously arrived at the 
moment of once more returning thither. 

“ 5th. All write, with one accord, that this innocent victim has done 
and yet performs great good in England, not only by the edification 
which he gave to the Catholics, but, moreover, by the change of ideas 
and sentiments which he occasioned in many Protestants, who now 
commence to regard all these conspiracies as malicious fictions ; and there 
are great grounds for believing that the fruit which England will derive 
from his blood will not end here. The archbishop himself wrote from 
prison in London (and the letter written with his own hand is still in 
Eome), that he has experienced in the English Catholics the most exalted 
piety, faith, and Christian charity, which any one could desire ; and he gives 
the names of many families and individuals who, it seems, gave to him, 
though a stranger and unknown to them, large sums of money to enable 
his witnesses to come from Ireland, and offered themselves, moreover, 
as most ready to undergo any other expense, or render him any service. 
He, therefore, in the letter referred to, professes an unspeakable love 
for those so bounteous benefactors : and we may hope, that as he has, 
whilst living, done so much by his example, so now he will be effica- 
cious in obtaining from heaven most abundant blessings for those by 
whom he deemed himself so benefited on earth.” 


Such were the glorious sentiments with which the archbishop 
encountered the barbarous sentence which had been unjustly- 
decreed against him. None, even amongst his enemies, dared to 
insinuate his guilt, or pretend that any deeds of conspiracy could 
be imputed to him: all felt the attractions of his innocence and 
sanctity, and could scarce find words to express their admiration 
and esteem. Even amongst subsequent writers, no matter how 
ardent defenders they may have been of the Protestant cause, 
none have reproached his memory with the reputed guilt, but all 
have uniformly recorded his innocence of the charges thus made 
against him. We have already quoted the words of the Protestant 
bishop Burnet: we may now add the testimonies of some few 
others. Thus, for instance, Echard, in his History of England 
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(vol. iii. p. 631), after stating that Dr. Plunkct had an attestation 
of his innocence, under the hands of the two viceroys, Essex and 
Berkeley, adds that he himself was 

“ Assured, by an unquestionable hand, that the Earl of Essex was so 
sensible of this good man’s hardship, that he generously applied to the 
king for a pardon, and told his majesty that these witnesses must needs 
he peijured ; for these things sworn against him could not possibly be 
true. Upon which the king, in a passion, said, ‘Why did you not 
attest this at his trial ? it would have done him good then. I dare not 
pardon any one.’ And so concluded with the same kind of answer he 
had given another person formerly, ‘ His blood he upon your head, not 
mine.’ ” 

The continuation of “ Sir Richard Baker's Chronicle,” p. 70, 
not only corroborates this fact of the Earl of Essex, but gives us 
the general Protestant sentiment of the time in regard of the per- 
jured witnesses, and the accusations which they brought against 
the primate. 

“ In the meantime, (he writes) came on the trial of Dr. Oliver 
Plunkct, Popish titular Archbishop of Armagh, who called himself 
primate of all Ireland. He was a worthy and good man, who 
notwithstanding the high title given him, was in a very mean 
state of life, as having nothing to subsist on but the contributions 
of a few poor clergy of his own religion in the province of Ulster, 
who having little themselves, could not spare much to him. In these 
low circumstances he lived, though meanly, quietly and contentedly, 
meddling with nothing but the concerns of his function, and dis- 
suading all about him from entering into any turbulent or factious 
intrigues. 'But while the Popish plot was warm, some lewd Irish 
priests, and others of that nation, hearing that England was disposed 
to hearken to good swearers, thought themselves well qualified for the 
employment, so they came over with an account of a plot in Ireland, 
and were well received by Lord Shaftesbury. They were also examined 
by the Parliament, and what they said was believed. They were very 
profligate wretches, and some of the priests among them had been cen- 
sured by Plunket for their lewdness, so partly out of revenge, and partly 
to keep themselves in business, they charged a plot upon that innocent, 
quiet man, so that he was sent for over, and brought to trial. The 
evidences swore that upon his being made primate of Ireland, he engaged 
to raise sixty or seventy thousand Irish to be ready to join with the 
French, to destroy the Protestant religion, and to get Dublin, London- 
derry, and all the seaports into their hands ; and that beside the French 
army, there was a Spanish army to join with them, and that the Irish 
clergy were to contribute to this design. Plunket, in his defence, 
alleged the improbability of all that was sworn against him ; which was 
apparent enough. He alleged that the Irish clergy were so poor, that 
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he himself, who was the head of the whole province, lived in a little 
thatched house, with only one servant, having never above sixty pounds 
a-year income, so that neither he nor they could be thought very likely 
to carry on a design of this nature. But the fact being positively sworn 
against him, and the jury unacquainted with the witnesses’ characters, 
and the scene of action, he was brought in guilty and condemned. It 
is said that the Earl of Essex was so sensible of the injustice done him, 
that he applied to the king for a pardon, and told him that the matters 
Bwom against Plunket were so absurd in themselves, that it was impos- 
sible for them to be true. But the king answered in a passion, ‘ Why 
did you not declare this, then, at the trial ? it would have done him 
some good then ; but I dare pardon nobody,’ and concluded by saying, 

* His blood be upon your head, and not upon mine.’ 

With peace and calm Dr. Plunket prepared himself in prison 
to receive in a worthy manner the glorious privilege of dying for 
the faith, with which God wished to crown his earthly labours. 
On the day after the final sentence had been passed against him, 
he thus wrote to his friend and fellow-prisoner, Father Corker: — 

“Dear Sir, 

“ I am obliged to you for the favour and charity of the 20th, and for 
all your former benevolence ; and whereas I cannot in this country 
remunerate you, with God’s grace I hope to be grateful in that king- 
dom which is properly our country. And truly God gave me, though 
unworthy of it, that grace to have fortem animum mortis terror e caren- 
tem.\ I have many sins to answer for before the Supreme Judge of the 
high bench, where no false witnesses can have an audience. But as for 
the bench yesterday, I am not guilty of any crime there objected to 
me. I would I could bo so clear at the bench of the All-powerful. 

. However, there is one comfort, that He cannot bo deceived, Jbecause Ho 
is omniscious, and know's all secrets, even of hearts ; and cannot deceive, 
because all goodness ; so that I may be sure of a fair trial, and will get 
time sufficient to call witnesses, nay, the judge will bring them in a 
moment, if there will be need of any. You and your comrade’s prayers 
will be powerful advocates at that bench ; here, none are admitted for 

“ Your affectionate friend, 

* •» “ Oliver Plunket.” 

This composure of soul, and tranquil resignation to the will of 
God, is attested not only by the friends of the illustrious primate, 
but also by Protestants who, perchance, had occasion to contem- 
plate and admire his fortitude and heavenly deportment in 
prison. Sir Richard Bulstrode, for instance, attests that 

• “ Chronicle by Sir Richard Baker, continuetl to the death of King George I.” 
London, 1730. 

t A fortitude fearless of death. 


THE EXECUTION OF DR. PLUNKKT. 


347 


Captain Richardson, keeper of Newgate, being asked by the 
Lieutenant of the Tower, how this prisoner had behaved himself, he 
replied, ‘ Very well, for when I came to him this morning, he was newly 
awake, having slept all night without any disturbance ; and when I 
told him he was to prepare for his execution, he received the message 
with all quietness, of mind, and went to the sledge as unconcerned as if 
he had been going to a wedding.* 

In addition to the particulars of. the closing scene of 
Tyburn, which we have already presented from the anonymous 
narrative, we learn many further circumstances cpnnected with 
Dr. Plunket’s execution, from the often referred to letter of the 
Archbishop of Cashel: — 

*‘The first (i.e. the lUh) of July, 1681, being at length arrived, 
this great bishop (Dr. Plunket) was brought to the place of execution, 
destined for public malefactors, being placed upon a sledge trailed on 
the ground, and drawn by horses, and accompanied by a numerous 
guard of military, as w'ell as by a multitude of spectators and royal 
officers ; and to all he gave occasion of surprise and edification, because 
he displayed such a serenity of countenance, such a tranquillity of 
mind and elevation of soul, that he seemed rather a spouse hastening 
to the nuptial feast, than a culprit led forth to the scaffold. 

“ Being arrived at the place of execution, he mounted a car which 
had been placed there on purpose, and delivered a discourse, which 
lasted an hour, clearing himself of the accusations for. which he suffered 
— calling God, and the whole heavenly court to witness his innocence 
as to the pretended conspiracy — and declaring himself an unworthy 
Catholic prelate, who laboured to preserve and advance the true faith 
in a just and lawful manner, and by no other means, — and pardoning 
his accusers, the friars, and their accomplices, the j udges, and all who 
procured or concurred in his death : and he delivered this discourse 
with such sweetness and energy, that it seems, he moved to com- 
passion even his executioner, and much more so, those who assisted as 
spectators. Having finished his address, ho made a lengthened prayer 
to God, and passed to a better life, with a fortitude and spirit truly 
apostolic. 

“ His discourse is everywhere to be met with in print, and was 
applauded even by the adversaries of our religion, who could not fail 
to admire the singular courage, and extol the many heroic acts of the 
pretended culprit, and to censure the manner of proceeding of the 
court, and the sentence pronounced against him ; the better part of 
them, and especially those of the province of Armagh, being well 
acquainted with, and having ever esteemed the deceased prelate, 
as a man of honour, whilst they knew the accusers to be wicked men, 
and their accusations incredible. 

* “Memoirs and Reflections iqx)n the Reign and Government of King 
Charles I. and KiugCliarles II., etc. by Sir Richard Bulstrode. liondon, 1721. 
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“An event so unexpected has overwhelmed the Catholics with 
affliction, seeing thus put to death the head of the clergy in this king- 
dom, through the perjured testimony of villains, who themselves had 
often merited the penalty of robbers .... And he being the first in 
this kingdom condemned on account of the imaginary conspiracy, it 
was feared that all the Catholics of the kingdom would be deemed 
culpable, and guilty of the same deeds, as if united with their head, 
and this increased their tribulation. But on the other hand, when 
they consider the glorious death of this sacred victim, and the applause 
and compassion which he merited even from the Protestants, and the 
honour he thus rendered to the Church, to his country, and to his 
sacred dignity, they are filled with consolation. 

“ And in truth, his holy life merited for him this glorious death ; 
for during the twelve years of his residence here, he showed himself 
vigilant, zealous, and indefatigable above bis predecessors, nor do we 
find within the memory of those of the present century, that any 
primate or metropolitan visited his diocese and province with such 
solicitude and pastoral zeal as he did, reforming depraved morals 
amongst the people, and the scandalous life of some of the clergy, 
chastising the guilty, rewarding the meritorious, consoling all ; bene- 
fiting, as far as was in his power, and succouring the needy, wherefore 
ho was applauded and honoured by the clergy and people, with the 
exception of some wicked enemies of virtue and religious observance. 
He held many diocesan synods and provincial councils, to the great 
spiritual advantage of both clergy and people. He instituted schools 
of moral theology for the young priests, and procured, os far as was 
possible to have the children of Catholics educated by Catholic masters, 
a rare thing in these parts ; and in this and other things belonging to 
his pastoral charge, he showed himself untiringly solicitous. ^1 this 
was attested more than once by the clergy of the province of Armagh, 
in synodal letters addressed to the Sacred Congregation, with unusual 
acclamations and applause, extolling their metropolitan, and reverently 
thanking his Holiness and the Sacred Congregation, for having chosen 
as their primate a person so conspicuous and so worthy. 

“ This prelate merited from the English government more favour 
than he received, since he was thus oppressed in London by the 
impious calumnies of his enemies. Ho bore great affection for that 
nation, and showed himself ever attentive t<j the interests of the king, 
and to the peace of the present government. He gave signal proofs of 
this during the many years that hd lived in Home, having been atten- 
tive to assist its noble youths who went thither to contemplate the 
grandeur of that city, and procuring for them courtesy and honours even 
from the chief nobility of that great court, where, too, on every occasion 
ho spoke of the king of England with esteem and praise. 

“ His affection and manner of discourse did not change since his 
arrival in Ireland, where he spoke with zeal of the interests of the 
king and of the present government, exhorting all to a due subor- 
diiiution to the political laws of the kingdom, to peace and fraternal 
love among all ; ordering in his synods that the clergy should labour 
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to procure the tranquillity of the subjects, and that they should pray 
for the king and royd family. Of the sincerity of these desires he 
gave a great proof, which was applauded by all. There was in the 
province of Armagh a multitude of famous tories, who pestered that 
province with robberies and murders, of which Protestants were prin- 
cipally the victims. He, at the desire of the Viceroy, went in search 
of them, not without his own great risk, and having found them, ho 
exhorted them to live as it became good Christians, and to allow the 
other subjects of his majesty to live in peace ; and having treated with 
them in a kind and paternal manner, he induced them to lay aside 
their plunderings and to submit to the Government ; as in fact they 
did ; and all going to Dublin, he obtained for them pardon from the 
Viceroy, and they were placed on shipboard and transferred to other 
countries, to the great delight and advantage of that province ; and all 
extolling the charity of the prelate who, by this means, saved the lives 
of these tories, and, at the same time, preserved the lives and property 
of the inhabitants of those districts. 

What has been said of his manner of acting in this kingdom, and 
how devoted he was to the service of the king and the welfare of his 
country, was known to the king and to many in the kingdom ; and, 
nevertheless, when his cause was transferred to England, and he himself 
obliged to appear there, it is not known that any one of them took the 
slightest trouble to speak or write one word in favour of his merits. 
Of all that he did in Rome for the English nation, many of the nobility 
who are now in England can bear testimony ; and yet not one of them 
took a step to manifest his innocence. From all this wo may learn to 
do good for heavenly motives, and to await its recompense from God 
alone. 

Many Catholics do not hesitate to call him martyr y being convinced 
that he suffered for the Catholic faith ; and although he was accused 
on three principal charges, as he himself writes — first, of ^having 
sought to establish and propagate the Catholic faith; second, of plotting 
the death of the king ; third, of seeking to bring in the French — >the 
second and third were only as if means to attain the first, as oven the 
adversaries themselves laid down. In truth, they might be styled two 
chimeras ; so that the only real cause of his sufiering was the propagation 
of the faith ; and he confessed publicly, in regard of the first accu- 
sation, that he had discharged the office of a prelate ex cequo et bono, 
without doing or seeking to do any injury to any being in the world. 

** And as Boetius finds a place in the martyrology for having de- 
fended the Catholic faith against the Arians, although the pretext of 
his death was an imaginary conspiracy against King Theodoric ; and, 
in like manner, St. Hermenegild, for having professed and sought to 
advance the true raith, although the pretext of his death was a similar 
conspiracy against King Leovigildus and his kingdom, with the aid of 
the Greek emperor ; so, too, they argue in the present instance. But 
it is not our province to decide this ; est qui judiceU 

“ However this may be, it is certain that the memory of this glorious 
prelate will ever be revered in these kingdoms, as, on the contrary, 
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the name of his impious accusers will ever be held in abomination, for 
leaving, with sacrilegious impiety, shed this sacred and innocent blood, 
and procured, with like impiety, to insult the Holy See and the court, 
as well of Rome as of other Catholic sovereigns, by their wicked and 
sacrilegious depositions, declaring them promoters of the feigned con- 
spiracy, which, in truth, was forged in hell. They included, too, in 
their accusations against the primate, the Catholics of Ireland as aiders 
in advancing that engine, from which will result the ruin of our 
people, unless God, in a special manner, protects them ; and on this 
account it is that, as I am of opinion, from the time of the institution 
of the order of St. Francis, the name of fria/r was never less revered in 
these parts, not only amongst Catholics, but also amongst the adver- 
saries of our holy faith,” 

These words need no comment ; they present, as if in a picture, 
the scene of Tyburn — sad, indeed, when looked on with the eyes 
of this world, but truly glorious when contemplated with the 
eye of faith. The death of the good prelate corresponded with 
his life; and his dispositions of soul and heavenly sentiments 
fully accorded with the glorious consummation of his career as 
bishop of God’s Church. The discourse which he delivered from 
the scaffold, with as great calmness and energetic zeal as though 
he were addressing from the pulpit his own immediate flock, 
moved all the assembled multitude, and even his executioner to 
compassion ; and surely no one even now-a-days can read without 
emotion even the dead letters of the printed discourse, especially 
the concluding passages, in which he prays forgiveness to all his 
enemies, and supplicates from the Almighty pardon for his own 
faults and eternal rest in heaven. Dr. Plunket composed this 
discourse in prison, and left it to his friends, written with his 
own hand ; for he feared lest his dying words should be misre- 
presented, or any false sentiments be imputed to him. It was 
immediately printed and translated into various languages,* as 
we learn from Dr. Brennan. We give it in full, from the printed 
copy in the archives of Propaganda: — 

** I havef some few days past abided my trial at the King’s Bench, 
and now very soon I must hold up my hand at the King of King’s 
Bench, and appear before a Judge who cannot be deceived by false 
witnesses or corrupted allegations; for He knoweth the secrets of 

* The Italian translation was made in 1681. A printed copy of it is extant 
in the Casanatense Library, Rome. 

t This discourse of Dr. Plunket is taken from an original printed copy, which 
in the end bears the inscription London : Printed by N. Tompson, 1681.” 
It is headed “ The speech of Mr. Oliver Plunket, Titular Primate of Ireland, 
who was executed at Tyburn, on Friday the \at of this instant, July 1681, written 
by his own hand.'^ 
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liearts ; neither can He deceive any or give an unjust sentence, or be 
misled by respect of persons : lie being all goodness, and a most just 
Judge, will infaUihlg deci'ee an eternal reward for all good luorks, and 
condign punishment for the smallest transgression against His command^ 
ments, which being a most certain and undoubted truth, it would be 
wicked, and contrary to my eternal welfare, that I should now, by 
declaring anything contrary to the truth, commit a detestable sin, for 
which, within a very short time, I must receive sentence of everlasting 
damnation; after which there is no reprieve or hope of pardon. I 
will, therefore, confess the truth, without any equivocation, and make 
use of the words according to their accustomed signification ; assuring 
you, moreover, that I am of that certain persuasion, that no power, 
not only upon earth, but also in heaven, can dispense with me, or give 
me leave to make a false protestation ; and I protest upon the word of a 
dying man, that as I hope for salvation at the hands of the supreme 
Judge, that I will declare the naked truth with all candour and 
sincerity ; and that my affairs may be better known to all the world. 
It is to be observed, that I have been accused in Ireland of treason and 
praemunire, and that there I was arraigned and brought to my trial ; 
but the prosecutors (men of flagitious and’ infamous lives) perceiving 
that I had records and witnesses who would evidently convict them, 
and clearly show my innocency and their wickedness, they voluntarily 
absented themselves, and came to this city to procure that I should be 
brought hither to my trial, where the crimes were not committed, 
where the jury did not know me or the qualities of my accusers, and 
were not informed of several other circumstances conducing to a fair 
trial. Here, after six months’ close imprisonment (or thereabouts), I 
was brought to the bar, the 8rd of May, and arraigned for a crime for 
which I was before arraigned in Ireland ; a strange resolution, a rare 
fact, of which you shall hardly find a precedent these five hundred 
years past ; but (whereas) my witnesses and records were in Ireland, the 
Lord Chief Justice gave me five weeks time to get them brought 
hither; but by reason of the uncertainty of the seas, of wind, and 
•weather, and the difficulty of getting copies of records, and bringing 
many witnesses from many counties in Ireland, and many other 
impediments (of which affidmit was made) I could not at the end of 
five weeks get the records and witnesses brought hither ; I, therefore, 
begged for twelve days more, that I might be in a readiness for my 
trial, which the Lord -Chief Justice denied, and so I was brought to 
my trial, and exposed, as it were, with my hands tied, to those merciless 
perjurers, who did aim at my life by accusing me of these following 
points ; — 

“ First — That I have sent letters by one Nial O’Neal (who was my 
page) to M. Baldeschi, the Pope’s Secretary, to the Bishop of Aix, 
and to the Prince Colonna, that they might solicit foreign powers to 
invade Ireland ; and also to have sent letters to Cardinal Bouillon to the 
same effect. 

** Secondly. — To have employed Captain Con O’Neal to the French 
king for succour. 
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Thirdly. — To have levied and exacted monies from the clergy of 
Ireland, to bring in the French, and to maintain 70,000 men. 

Fourthly. — To have had in a readiness 70, 000 men, and lists made 
of them, and to have given directions to one friar Duffy, to make a list 
of 250 men in the pariah of Foghart, in the county of Louth. 

“ Fifthly. — To have surrounded all the forts and harbours of Ireland, 
and to have fixed upon Carlingford as a fit harbour for the Frefich’s 
landing. 

“ Sixthly. — To have had several councils and meetings where there 
was money allotted for introducing the French. 

“ Finally. — That I held a meeting in the county of Idonaghan, some 
ten or twelve years past, where there were 300 gentlemen of three 
several counties, to wit, Monaghan, Cavan, and Armagh, whom I did 
exhort to take arms to recover their estates. 

“ To the first I answer, that Nial O’Neal was never my page or 
servant, and that I never sent letter or letters by him to M. Baldeschi, 
or to the Bishop of Aix, or to the Prince Colonna ; and I say, that the 
English translation of that pretended letter produced by the friar 
MacMoyer is a mere invention of his, and never penned by me, or its 
original, in English, Latin, Italian, or any other language. 1 afiSrm, 
moreover, that I never wrote letter or letters to Cardinal BouUlon, or 
any of the French king’s ministers; neither dif any one who was in 
that court either speak to me or write to me, directly or indirectly, of 
any plot or conspiracy against the king or country. Further, I vow 
that I never sent agent or agents to Rome, or to any other, about any 
civil or temporal affairs ; and it is well known (for it is a precept 
publicly printed) that clergymen (living where the government is not 
of Roman Catholics) are commanded by Rome not to write to Rome, 
concerning any civil or temporal affairs. And I do aver that I never 
received letter or letters from the Pope, or from any of his ministers, 
making the least mention of any such matters, so that the friar Mao 
Moyer and Duffy swore as to such letter or letters, agent or agents. 

“ To the second I say, that I never employed Captain Con O’Neal to 
the French king, or to any of his ministers ; and that I never wrote to 
him, or received letters from him ; and that I never saw him but once, 
nor ever spoke to him, to the best of my remembrance, ten words ; and 
as for his being in Charlemont or Dungannon, I never saw him in these 
towns, or knew of his being in these places ; so that as to Con O’Neal, 
friar MacMoyePs depositions are most false. 

“ To the third I say, that I never levied any money for a plot or 
conspiracy for bringing in the Spaniards or French, neither did I ever 
receive any on that account from priests or friars, as priest MacClavc 
and friar Duffy most untruly asserted. I assure you I never received 
from any clergyman in Ireland but what was due to me, by ancient 
custom, for my maintenance, and what my predecessors these hundred 
years were wont to receive ; nay, I received less than many of them. 
And if all what the Catholic clergy of Ireland get in the year were put 
in one purse, it would signify litUe or nothing to introduce the French, 
or to raise an army of 70,000 men, which I had enlisted and ready, as 
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friar MacMoyer most falsely deposed; neither is it less untrue what 
friar DuflFy attested, viz., that I directed him to make a list of 250 men 
in the parish of Foghart, in the county of Louth. 

** To the fifth I answer, that I never surrounded all the ports or 
harbours of Ireland, and that I never was at Cork, Kinsale, Bantry, 
Youghal, Dungarvan, or Knockfergus ; and these thirty-six years past 
I was' not at Limerick, Dungannon, or Wexfort. As for Carlingfort, I 
never was in it but once, and staid not in it above half an hour ; 
neither did I consider the port or haven ; neither had I it in my 
thoughts or imagination to fix upon it, or any other port or haven, for 
landing of French or Spaniards, and while I was at Carlingfort (by 
mere chance passing that way), friar Dufiy was not in my company, 
as he most falsely swore. 

** To the sixth I say, that I never was at any meeting or council 
where there was mention made of allotting or collecting of monies for 
a plot or conspiracy ; and it is well known that the Catholic clergy of 
Ireland, who have neither lands or revenues, and hardly are able to 
keep decent clothes on their backs, and life and soul together, can raise 
no considerable sum, nay, cannot spare as much as would maintain half 
a regiment. ‘ . 

** To the seventh I answer, that I never waii at any meeting of 300 
gentlemen in the county of Monaghan, or of any gentlemen of the three 
counties of Monaghan, Armagh, and Cavan, nor of one county, nor of. 
one barony ; and that I never exhorted gentleman or gentlemen, either 
there or in any other part of Ireland, to take arms for the recovering of 
their estates ; and it is well known that there are not, even in all the 
province of Ulster, 300 Irish Roman Catholics who had estates or lost 
estates by the late rebellion, and, as it is well known, all my thoughts 
and desires were for the quiet of my country, and especially of that 
province. 

^‘Now to be brief, as I hope for salvation, I never sent letter or 
letters, agent or agents, to Pope, king, prince, or prelate, concerning 
any plot or conspiracy against my king or country : I never raised sum 
or sums of money, great or small, to maintain soldier or soldiers, all the 
days of my life : I never knew, or heard (neither did it come to my 
thoughts or imagination) that the French were to land at Carlingfort ; 
and I believe that there is none who saw Ireland, even in a map, but 
will think it a mere romance : I never knew of any plotters or conspi- 
rators in Ireland, but such as were notorious or proclaimed (commonly 
called tories), whom I did endeavour to suppress. And as I hope for 
salvation, I always have been, and am entirely innocent of the treasons 
laid to my charge, and of any other whatsoever. 

“ And though I be not guilty of the crimes of which I am accused, 
yet I believe none came ever to this place in such a condition as I am, 
for if even I should acknowledge (which in conscience I cannot do, 
because I should belie myself) the chief crimes laid to ray charge, no 
wise man that knows Ireland would believe me. If I should confess 
that I was able to raise 70,000 men in the districts of which 1 had care, 
to wit, in Ulster, nay, even in all Ireland, and to have levied and 
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exacted monies from the Catholic clergy, for their maintenance, and to 
have proposed Carlingfort for the French’s landing, all would but laugh 
at me, it being well known that all the revenues of Ireland, both spiri- 
tual and temporal, possessed by his majesty’s subjects, are scarce able 
to raise and maintain an army of 70,000 men. If I will deny all these 
crimes (as I did and do), yet it may be that some who are not acquainted 
with the affairs of Ireland will not believe that my denial is groimded 
on truth, though I assert it with my last breath. I dare mention farther, 
and affirm, that if these points of 70,000 men, &c., had been sworn 
before any Protestant jury in Ireland, and had been even acknow- 
ledged by me at the bar, they would not believe me, no more than if it 
had been deposed and confessed by me, that I had flown in the air from 
Dublin to Holyhead. 

“ You see, therefore, what a condition I am in, and you have heard 
what protestations I have made of innocency, and I hope you will 
believe the words of a dying . man. And that you may be the more 
induced to give me credit, I a.«sure you that a great peer sent me 
notice, ‘that he would save my life, if I woidd accuse others;’’ but I an- 
swered, ‘ that I never knew of any conspirators in Ireland, hut such (as I 
said before) as were publicly known outlaws; and that to save my life I 
would not jfldsely accuse any, nor prejudice my own soul. Quid prodest 
homini, &c. To take away any man’s life or goods wrongfully ill becometh 
any Christian, especially a man of my calling, being a clergyman of the 
Catholic Church, and also an unioorthy prelate, which I do openly confess. 
Neither will I deny to have exercised in Ireland the functions of a 
Catholic prelate, as long as there was connivance or toleration ; and 
by preaching, and teaching, and statutes, to have endeavoured to 
bring the clergy (of which I had a care) to a due comportment, 
according to their culling ; and though thereby I did but my duty, 
yet some, who would not amend, had a prejudice for me, and espe- 
cially my accusers, to whom I did endeavour to do good ; I mean the 
clergyman (as for the four laymen who appeared against me, viz., 
Florence MacMoyer, the two Neales, and Hanlon, I was never 
acquainted with them) ; but you see how I am requited, and how, by 
false oaths, they brought me to this untimely death, which wicked 
act, being a defect of persons, ought not to reflect on the order of St. 
Francis or on the Homan Catholic clergy, it being well known that 
there was a Judos among -the twelve apostles, and a wicked man, 
called Nicholas, amongst the seven deacons; and even as one of the 
said deacons, to wit, holy Stephen, did pray for those who stoned him, 
so do 1 for those who, with peijuries, spill my innocent blood, saying, 
as St. Stephen did, ‘ Lord, lay not this sin to them.’ I do heartily 
forgive them, and also the judges who (by denying me sufficient time 
to bring my records and witnesses from Ireland) did expose my life to 
evident danger. I do also forgive all those who had a hand in bringing 
me from Ireland to be tried here, where it was morally impossible for 
ine to have a fair trial. I do, finally, forgive all who did concur, 
directly or indirectly, to take away my life ; and I ask forgiveness of 
all those whom I ever ofleuded by thought, word, or deed. I beseech 
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the All-powerful that His divine Majesty grant the king, the queen, 
and the Duke of York, and all the royal family, health, long 
life, and all prosperity in this world, and in the next everlasting 
felicity. 

“ Now that I have shown sufSciently (as I think) how innocent I 
am of any plot or conspiracy, I would I were able, with the like truth, 
to clear myself of high crimes committed against the divine Majesty’s 
commandments (often transgressed by me), for which I am sorry with 
all my heart ; and if I should or could live a thousand years, I 
have a firm resolution, and a strong purpose, by your Grace, oh, my 
God ! never to offend you ; and I beseech your divine Majesty, by the 
merits of Christ, and by the intercession of His blessed Mother and all 
the holy angels and saints, to forgive me my sins, and to grant 
my soul eternal rest. Miterere mti J)eut, &c. Parc« anima, &c. In 
manut tuas, &c. 

“ OuvEB Pltokbt.” 

To this discourse Dr. Plunket added the following postcript 
before going out to execution, re-confirming the sentiments of the 
preceding discourse, and renewing the declarations which it con- 
tained : — 


To the final satisfaction of all persons that have the charity to believe 
the words of a dying man I again declare before God, as I hope for 
salvation, what is contained in this paper is the plain and naked truth 
without any equivocation, mental reservation, or secret evasion what- 
ever, taking the words in their usual sense and meaning, os Protestants 
do when they discourse with all candour and sincerity. To all which 
I have here subscribed my hand. 

“ Oliver Plunket.” 


Having concluded his discourse on the scaffold, the archbishop 
knelt in prayer, and with eyes raised towards heaven, recited the 
psalm, “ Miserere mel Deus,” and many other devout prayers ; and 
Laving breathed the aspiration, “in manus tuas Domine commendo 
spiritum meum,” “into thy hands, oh Lord, 1 commend my spirit^' 
the cart was drawn away, and whilst at the hands of the execu- 
tioner he received the disgraceful punishment of a traitor, he 
yielded his happy soul into the hands of his Creator. 

To conclude this chapter, we shall add the letter of a Catholic 
gentleman, who, as we learn from the Archbishop of Cashel, was 
present at the execution. It was addressed to that dear friend of 
the martyred prelate, who transmitted it to Rome, and at the 
same time, deeming it a letter of edification, distributed many 
copies of it througnout the country, to the great consolation of 
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the Catholics.”* It is dated, London, 15th of July, 1681, and 
is as follows: — 

“ On Friday last, despite all our endeavours, our good man was con- 
ducted to the fatal place of execution ; whither he went to receive and 
encounter death with a soul so noble, and a fortitude so generous, that 
his adversaries — even malice itself — admired his intrepidity and corn- 
passioned his lot. Never did he preach from the pulpit with greater 
vigour of soul than he displayed when delivering this discourse at the 
place of execution. In a word, he won more credit and repute, as well 
for himself as for his country, by one hour of suffering, than he could 
have acquired perhaps by hundreds of years of life ; and I am persuaded 
that there was never a victim of the Irish nation which will reflect 
more credit on that kingdom, than this revered and truly Christian 
prelate; who, as a Jonas cast into the sea, will, we may hope, be a means 
of appeasing the tempest, and terminating our present persecutions. 
And of this, indeed, we have already had some evidence ; for on the 
very day after the death of this martyr, the Earl of Shaftesbury, head 
of the anti-Catholic faction, was committed to the Tower of London, 
accused of high treason, where are also imprison^^ on the same grounds. 
Lord Howard, and two others of the same party^ so that even already 
the scales have commenced to change their balance, and we have begun 
to hope for better times.” 

Dr. Plunket was the last victim to the anti-Catholic fury with 
which the English nation was then inflamed ; and the next day, 
which witnessed the fall of Shaftesbury, and saw that arch-enemy 
of the Catholics conducted to the Tower, saw also the very 
witnesses whom ho had fostered employ their peijured tales to 
hurry on his ruin. Many, Indeed, even in after years, were called 
to share in Dr. Plunket’s crown, but never with the formalities of 
a trial, or with the public and direct sanction of the government. 
With him was closed the bright array of heroes of the faith who 
at Tyburn received their martyr-crowns. The enemies of the 
Catholie Chureh had vainly hoped by shedding their blood to 
destroy the faith, but they forgot that the blood of martyrs is a 
fruitful seed — that the sword of persecution can only prune the 
vine and cause it to put forth new branches — and that the Church 
of God is, indeed, the mystic field, in which each grain cast into 
the earth buds forth remultiplied. 

• See Narrative of the Archbiahop of Cashel. 
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HEROIC SENTIMENTS OF DR. PLUNKET DURINO HIS IMPRISONMENT, 
AND AT THE PLACE OF EXECUTION. 

Little remains for us in this chapter, save to allow the reader to 
draw his own conclusions from some letters of Dr. Plunket, and 
from other documents connected with his imprisonment and sub- 
sequent martyrdom ; these documents speak for themselves, and 
bear with them such an evidence as places in the clearest light the 
Leroic sanctity of this glorious confessor of Christ, and the high 
degree of perfection to which he had attained. Above all, they 
attest his calmness and resignation to the Divine will in all his 
sufferings. In the first letter addressed from prison he burst forth 
into the exclamationf “ the Lord be praised, wno, by these prisons, 
has given me occasion of spiritual joy.” When forced to embark 
and abide his trial before a London jury, his only sentiments are; 
“ may all be for the greater glory of God and the salvation of my 
soul.” The Archbishop of Cashel declares that in prison he 
“ proved himself wholly master of himself and superior to all the 
adversities of this world that he spent his time “ in prayer and 
mortification, and in exhorting the faithful to perseverance in the 
true faith, and to bear with patience their present tribulations 
that in his own deportment and resignation he presented to all 
“ the example of a worthy prelate,’’ and filled his very guards 
with confusion and admiration. The writer of the anony- 
mous narrative, too, continually speaks of hei'oic virtue^ ,his 
•perfect charity for his enemies^ the eager desire of Catholics to 
visit him, and their rapture, as well as edification, in conversing 
with him. On the scaffold such was the heavenly unction of his 
discourse, and the angelic sweetness of his manner, that all were 
moved to compassion, and the fruits of this closing scene of his 
glorious career were such that many of his friends could. declare 
him to have merited greater reward, and to have achieved more 
good by this one hour of his suffering than he could possibly have 
attained by a century of missionary toil. ‘ But, in addition to these 
writers, who thus incidentally declare to us these striking features 

* In another letter of 20th April, 1680, Dr. Brennan writes : “ TAnuacano sta 
tuttavia continato nel primo regio ergaatolo, ooiuUim in adversia." 
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of the holy primate, many others may he cited, who, in like words, 
or, perhaps, still more explicitly, commemorate the glorious 
triumph which he thus achieved in his happy death. The learned 
theologian, Arsdekin,* declares that — 

“ The multitude which was gathered together from all sides, pro- 
claimed with one accord his innocence, his Christian constancy, and his 
incredible contempt for death ; and many, too, affirmed that, did he live 
for one hundred years, yet never could he have gained such glory for 
himself, for Qod, for his country, and for the Catholic faith.” 

The Intemuncio, too, from Brussels, writing on the 19th of 
December, 1681, after stating that the intercession of the Spanish 
ambassador with the king of England, in favour of Dr. Plunket, 
had been in vain, and that the only answer given by the king 
was, “ I can allow no one to make an attempt on my life, though 
he be a Catholic and an archbishop,” adds tne following interest- 
ing circumstance of his execution : — 

“ In effect, it is notorious that the most obstinate and most har- 
barous heretics themselves were forced to feel compassion for him, and 
many Protestants of the highest name and dignity in their sect declared, 
that if the government continued to put to death Catholics of such 
fervour and zeal, they would soon succeed in rendering Catholic all 
England.”! 


This well confirms the noble testimony of the Archbishop of 
Cashel, that the Protestants themselves were filled with admiration 
at the heroism which he displayed, and that tlie Catholics, too, 
were consoled, “ considering the glorious death of this sacred 
victim, and the applause which he merited, even from Protestants, 
and the honour which he thus rendered to the Church, to his 
country, and to his sacred dignity.” 

The letters addressed from prison a little while before his death, 
perhaps still better than any testimony of others, reveal to us the 
heavenly calm which reigned in all his faculties — his complete 
resignation to the Divine will — his spiritual joy at being thus 


* TheoL Trip. p. 230. “Populua certe Tmdeqnaquecircumfususflummoaniina- 
mm senaii ipsius innocentiam, (JhristiaDam coustantiam, et incredibilem mortis 
contemptimi ita depraedicavit ut plurimi ]>alam affirmaverint etsi ad centum 
aonofi vixisset, numt^iiam sibi, Deo» pathas suie, ac religioni Komana: tantum 
glorite conse<i^uijK>tuiB8e.” 

f Archiv. de Propag. “ In eflFetto fe notorio che gli eretici stessi pih ostinati 
e pill barbari furono necessitati ad averue compassione, e vari Prote.stanti di 
xnaggior mdo e posto nella loro setta dissero che se contimiava a far morire 
Cattolici d’ligiial fervore e zelo si sarebi>e trovato in breve il modo di rendere 
Cattolica tutta i'lnghiltcrro.” 
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chosen by God for the crown of martyrdom. We have already 
seen one of his letters addressed to Father Corker, in which he 
thanked God for having strengthened him “ with a fortitude 
fearless of deaths In’ another, addressed to the same worthy 
ecclesiastic, he expressed his joy at the prospect of being put to 
death. for the faith, “ since Ireland, so fertile in saints, has but 
few martyrs.”* Nothing, too, can be more calm and dignified 
than the following letter, which he wrote to his relative, Michael 
Plunket, a student of the Irish College in Rome, on the day 
after sentence of death was passed on him : — 

“Dear Michael Plunket, 

On the eighth of this month I was brought to trial, accused of intro- 
ducing the Catholic religion, of preparing 70,000 men for rebellion, 
collecting money for them, exploring the fortresses and forts of Ireland, 
and of destining Carlingford as the landing-place for the French. I 
applied for time to bring my witnesses from Ireland, but in vain. I 
argued that the pretended crime having been committed in Ireland, it 
should be there discussed, or that at least a jury should be brought 
thence, who would better acquainted with the circumstances and 
condition of those concerned ; but everything was denied to me. Two 
Franciscan friars were the principal accusers against me, the one named 
MacMoyer, and the other Hugh Duffy, and a certain priest of the 
Maclanes. Four seculars also appeared against me, viz., two of 
the O’Neils, a certain Hanlon, and Florence MacMoyer. As to these 
four I never saw them in my life. MacMoyer swore that he saw with 
Neal O’Neil, who went to the Congregation of Propaganda, letters 
sent by me to the most Rev. Monsig. Baldeschi, to Prince Colonna, to 
the Bishop of Aix, soliciting foreign aid for the invasion of Ireland. 
When I alleged that no one was ever known, when accused before the 
tribunals in Ireland, to have been afterwards summoned to answer to 
the same charges in England, the judge eluded my argument by 
adducing the case of a certain O’Rourke who was brought from Ireland 
and tried here in England ; but I replied that he was outlawed, and 
that his arrest took place in Scotland. 

Sentence of death has been passed against me, and there is no hope 
of respite or pardon, and thus those who -beheaded me in effigy, have 
now attained their intent of beheading the prototype. Friar MacMoyer, 
by means of two of his brethren, induced another friar and a priest and 
the laymen to act as they have done. I pardon them all, and, with 
St. Stephen, I cry out, ‘ Oh, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.’ I 
think 1 will be executed about the end of this month. Show this letter 
or its contents to all my friends, and pressingly solicit their prayers for 
me. I never sought to introduce the Catholic religion unless by teach- 
ing and preaching. My conscience never reproached me with being 

* See extract given by Rev. George CroUy, in his ‘ ‘ Life and Death of Oliver 
Plunket,” p. 226. 
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guilty of any conspiracy or rebellion, direct or indirect. Oh, would to 
God that I were as free from eyery other stain and sin against the 
divine precepts as 1 am from this. Therefore, it is necessary for all my 
ftiends to pray for me, as I confide they will. 

“ I remain your friend, 

“ OuvEB Pluneet.” 

This letter was enclosed to Canon Joyce in Brussels, with the 
following note addressed to the good canon : — 

“ Dear Me. Joyce, 

“ By the enclosed letter you see how matters get on with me. I 
implore your prayers, and the favour to send the enclosed to Michael 
Plunket, and to show it to your friend Picquet and Pruisson,* and I 
am your dear friend, 

“ Oliveb Plunket, 

“London, 16th June, 1681.” 

The Intemuncio, writing on the 5th of July, 1681, transmits a 
copy of both these letters to Borne, and in addition asks for their 
prayers in the Eternal City, that this innocent victim may be 
strengthened in his last trial, and receive from God the grace of 
constancy in his sacred purpose.f 

A few days later Dr. Plunket addressed another letter to this 
same relative, Michael Plunket. It is one of the few letters in 
the Roman archives whose original is in English, and it must be 
especially dear to the reader, as recording the sentiments of our 
primate a few days before his execution. It is dated 22nd June, 
styl. vet. (i. e. 2nd July), 1681, and is as follows: — 

“ t MB. MICHAEL PLUNKET. 

“ 22nd June, 1861, styl. vet. 

“ Sentence of death passed against me on 15th, without causing me 
any fear, or depriving me of sleep for a quarter of an hour. I am inno- 
cent of aU treason as the child bom yesterday. As for my character, 
profession, and function, 1 did own it pubbcly, and that being also a 
motive of my death, 1 die most willingly, and being the first among the 
Irish, I will teach others, with the grace of God, by example, not to 
fear death. But how am I, a poor creature, so stout ? seeing that my 
Bedeemer began to fear, to be weary and sad, and that drops of His blood 

* These were the names by which the Intemnncio was indicated. 

t Sec Appendix. 

J It is directed to : — 

“A Monsr. 

“Monsr. Joyce, do 

“Ste. Gudule, 

“ BnixuUes.” 
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ran down to the ground. I have considered that Christ, by His fears and 
passions, merited for me to be without fear. 

** I was refused sufficient time to bring my witnesses and records from 
Ireland; the witnesses came eight days after I was found guilty, 
and would not be heard. The jury here was not informed of 
the qualities of my adversaries, or of several other circumstances 
conducing to a fair trial. And I was here arraigned for the 
same facts for which I was before arraigned in Ireland, of which 
there could be no precedent given. MacMoyer and one Friar Duffy 
were the principal accusers. One priest Macclane appeared, but said 
little. Murphy, at the trial, touched with sorrow, would not prose- 
cute : four seculars, never known by me, appeared, to wit, two of the 
O’HeiUs, one Hanlon, and one Florence MacMoyer, open perjurers. 
And Tyrrell* and Dromgolo and Luke were found guilty at Dundalk 
by the grand jury. Dromgole was out at bonds, but Tyrrell was not 
then taken. One Paul O’Gormley and Coddon, friars, were brought 
hither to prosecute, but they did not. Forstall, of Kildare, and Creaghf 
are, for certain, prisoners in Dublin ; and I am told that Tyrrell and 
Dromgole will be brought hither to their trial. MacMoyer spoke of 
Brennan and Creagh at the trial of being agents. Felix O’liTeil was a 
declared enemy of Tyrrell and Luke. Anthony Daly had some words 
with Dromgole. 

I am informed by persons of credit that Felix and Daly did contrive 
all this tragedy before their departure from Ireland. MacMoyer was 
Daly’s vicar, and Duffy is a fosterer, or of that family who fostered 
Felix : if so, God forgive them ; and I do forgive all who had a hand; 
directly or indirectly, in my death and in my innocent blood. 

I have recommended you to my friends there ; and also my 
nephews and two nieces. Jemmy and Joseph begun their philosophy, 
and Mickey ended his prosody. Catty and Tomasina and all will be 
in a sad condition. You know that Ned is simple, and that by Crom- 
well’s people, what little land and mortgages he had left him by his 
father were lost : and I believe my friends there will help my nephews, 
if you speak to Monsignore. I stuck to my care and districts until 
death. 

“The English Catholics were here most charitable to me; they 
spared neither money nor gold to relieve me, and in my trial did for 
me all that even my brother would do ; they are rare Catholics and 
most constant sufferers. My accusers swore that I had seventy thou- 
sand men in Ireland to promote the Catholic cause, that I had the har- 
bour of Carlingford ready to bring in the French, and that I levied 
monies upon the clergy in Ireland, for their maintenance — such romances 
as would not be believed by any jury in Ireland As for what was 
opposed of my profession, character, function, &c., I owned publicly, 
and die for it willingly : my mind remains unmoved by the terrors of 
death : fortem servo animum mortis terrore carentem. 

* Dr. Tyrrell, bishop of Clogher ; Dr. Dromgole, vie. -gen. of Armagh; Dr. 
Luke I’luiikot, vic.-ap. of Derry. 

t Bishop of Coi'k. 
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“I expect daily to be brought to the place of execution, where my howels 
are to be cut out and burned before my face, and then my head to be out 
off, &c. ; which death I embrace willingly : I desire to be dissolved : cupio 
dissolvi, &c. What speech I will have at my death will be sent to you. 
If I had obtained sufficient time to have brought my witnesses from 
Ireland, I had, 1 think, defended myself as to those romances of treason; 
but it was not granted, and I was brought to my trial destitute of all 
legal ways of defence. The judges could not bring one precedent of 
any arraigned in Ireland, and afterwards brought to England to be 
arraigned for the same fact. If the trial had been in Ireland no 
Protestant jury had believed the romances of treason sworn against 
me, so with that 70,000 men enrolled in Ireland to promote the 
Catholic cause, that I levied monies in Ireland for their maintenance, 
and that I had the haven of Carlingford for to receive a French army, 
which haven is hardly able to receive fishermen, yet it passed here, 
and also the 70,000 men, for sworn truths. 

" Salute all my friends there as if I had named them, and I recom- 
mend myself to their prayer : none of them ought to be grieved for 
my death, being as innocent of what is lodged to ray charge as a child 
unborn, as to matter of treason : as for my religion and character, ’tis 
glorious for all my friends that I should die for it. I did expect yester- 
day to be brought to execution, but finding I am not to be brought to it 
until Friday or Saturday, I thought fit to write to you these few lines. 

“ See what you can do with Mr. Cybo and others for Jemmy, Joseph, &c., 
who, by my untimely death, will be in a sad condition, unless they be 
relieved. I can hardly believe, though ’tis reported, that Tyrrell is 
taken : Dromgole, I know, was, and Forstall and Creagh. If they be, 
I will lead them the way to a worthy death. 

“ What pictures are there I leave them to the place where you are, and 
where I got my first education. I would there were cornices about 
them. You may write to Joyce, and direct your letters thus: — For 
Mr. Thomas Golding, in the Inns, Dublin, and he will send them to * 
Acarno. If I will not be executed on Friday, this shall not be the last. 
These eight days past I have some more liberty than before. I could 
not get leave to have a priest, though there be eight or nine here con- 
demned : amongst whom there is one Mr. Corker, to whom I am much 
obliged. Yet I am in hopes to get leave for one of them to come to 
me. 22 Junii, stylo vet. 

“ P.S. — Besides two great persons, whom I will not name, these were 
most kind to me and charitable : — The Lady Goreing, the Lord Browne, 
the Lord Bellasis, the Marquis of Winchester, the Lady Francis Meeth, 
Mrs. Chavers, Mr. Horgraves, Sir Charley Wilgrave, Mr. Sheldon, Mr. 
Dormer, and several other unknown benefactors. Bringing my wit- 
nesses from Ireland, expenses of solicitors, lawyers, orders, petitions, 
&c., came to hundreds, and debts I have contracted, above a hundred : 
my own expenses in prison came near 100 those seven months. 

“ Another P.S. — 1 am also much obliged to a clergyman, Mr. 

• Or Acamo. 
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Uoreall, Mr. Napper, Mr. Anderson, and to all ; and to the lord of 
Strafford, who was executed’s family, to Mr. Sheldon’s family, and to 
several others.” 

This letter, as was usual, was not sent directly to Rome but 
enclosed in another to Canon Joyce,' which has been preserved to 
us by Father Arsdekin, and which we translate from his Latin 
version : — 

“ Sentence of death has been passed against me, but I fear it not ; 
nor does it deprive me of one moment of my rest, for I am as free from 
all the conspiracy imputed to me, as the infant of yesterday. As to 
what regarded my character, profession, and function, I publicly 
professed it, and this being the cause of my death, I willingly 
lay down my life, and, as I am the first of the Irish bishops to come 
hither, so, aided by the divine grace, I will give example to the others 
not to dread such a death. But wherefore have I, a miserable creature, 
such courage of soul, whilst 1 see that even my Creator on the approach 
of death began to fear and dread ? But I reflect, indeed, that Christ, 
by his fear and dread, merited for mo to bo free from all fear. A 
sufficient time for bringing my witnesses from Ireland was denied 
me; they arrived eight days after I was condemned to death, but I 
wUlingly embrace it as I die for my profession, character, and function. 
I expect every day to be led out for execution, where my bowels are to 
be taken out and burned before my face, and then ray head cut off. I 
ardently desire to be dissolved, and to be with Christ. I pardon from 
my heart, and I pray that God may pardon all who in any way were 
cause of my death.” 

Surely nothing can be more generous, more noble than the 
sentiments of these letters of the holy prelate ; the unaffected piety 
which they breathe, and at the same time the ardour which they 
disclose to us of his desire to suffer for the faith, and that true 
Christian courage which, whilst it joyously reposes on the divine 
aid, is ever diffident in itself, and loves to dwell on its own low- 
liness and infirmity, recall to mind the letters of the glorious 
confessors of the early ages, and cannot fail to fill the soul with 
spiritual consolation and delight. 

Eight days after the primate’s execution, the Internuncio 
Tanari writes from Brussels, conveying the sad intelligence to 
the authorities in Rome : — 

" It has been impossible to prevent or defer the sentence of death 
which was passed against the Archbishop of Armagh, the king having 
obstinately resolved that his cause should proceed in the same manner 
as that of Fitzharris, whose excution was eagerlj' desired by his majesty, 
in order to strike terror, for the future, into his ealumniators. Twelve 
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days were denied him, which the prelate requested, that the witnesses 
whom he had summoned from Ireland might arrive ; and after their 
arrival, their testimony would not be received, as he had already been 
found guilty, for the court was afraid to displease the people, should 
they execute a rebel and calumniator, and declare free from the imputed 
calumnies a Catholic who was truly innocent, that is, should they put 
Fitzheirris to death and merely detmn Dr. Plunket in prison. Perhaps, 
however, this impious policy has promoted the interests of religion 
more efficaciously than the zeal of Dr. Plunket could have effected, 
though he had lived for many years, since all who had conversed with him 
in prison, or saw him when standing before the j udge, or when led out to 
execution, have admired the sanctity of his manners, the constancy of 
his soul, and his calm resignation. In a lengthened and able discourse, 
of which I annex a translation, (for he sent the original signed, by his 
own hand, to the palace of the Spanish ambassador), he defended his 
innocence, so that all present were moved and compassionated his lot, 
the more so as they heard at the same time Fitzharris acknowledge his 
guilt and retract his accusations against the queen and the Duke of 
York. 

“After his death the Catholics were allowed to collect and put 
together the remains of the prelate and inter them, as he had desired, 
near the Jesuit fathers who suffered in 1679.” 

The Bishop of Clogher, Dr. Tyrrell, wrote about the same 
time to the 
intelligence : — 

“ What I feared has at length come to pass, that is, the Archbishop 
of Armagh, falsely accused of treason against the king and state, was, 
on the 1 Ith of this month of July, executed and beheaded, having left 
in writing a last declaration of his innocence, and a gloi'ious example to 
U8 of an indomitable patience and constancy. His accusers were bad 
priests, degenerate friars, most wicked laymen, though, nevertheless, all 
pretended Catholics.” 

Another important document, testifying the heroic sentiments 
with which the glorious prelate prepared for his happy lot, was 
presented by the learned Jesuit, Father Tey ling, to the Sacred Con- 
gregation, and is a recapitulation of various letters which he had 
received from members of his order, and others in London. It is 
as follows: — 

“ 1. Dr. Plunket, primate of Ireland, died with the greatest fortitude 
and piety that could be wished for ; and with such a serenity and joy 
of countenance, that the innumerable multitude which was assembled, 
by repeated exclamations, attested his innocence, and even his enemies 
wept at his death. 


becretary of Propaganda, conveying the same sad 
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. “ 2. The blessed martyr (as another letter says), had a great esteem 
for Father Whitbread and his companions, Jesuits, who a short time 
before had been put to death, so that he asked to be interred with them, 
as was accordingly done. 

” 3. Father Edward Peters, a prisoner in the Tower, was present at 
the execution, and writes, that the primate Plunket had the look of an 
angel who had descended from heaven, and was about to return thither : 
and that he has rendered immense glory to the Catholic religion by his 
angelical deportment in death as well as when conducted through 
London to the place of execution. 

“ 4. In other letters it is said that on the days which preceded his 
death the concourse was continuous from morning till evening, of 
persons of every class, and all attested their extreme delight and edifi- 
cation at his manners, discourses, and modesty ; and even the children 
w'ent to visit him. Such, moreover, was his resignation, that he declared 
to a friend that he knew not which to choose, were it proposed to him 
to live or to die. And, moreover, he felt so comforted at the prospect 
of dying, that he wrote to a Benedictine father, confined in the same 
prison, that he felt a scruple for the little, or rather, no fear of death. 
He prepared himself for death on the day preceding his execution, all 
alone, and with the assistance of a priest, admitted to him by the 
keeper, who, though most cruel with others, yet with the primate was 
merciful and compassionate. 

It now only remains to present* to the reader the beautiful 
and well-known narrative written by the often commemorated 
Benedictine, Father Corker. This worthy priest was fellow 
prisoner with the primate, and had more than once enjoyed the 
privilege of holding communication with him by letter. Dr. 
Flunket speaks of him as one from whom he had received special 
favours, and for whom he had entertained a particular esteem. In 
this narrative, which was written immediately after the execution, 
the good Benedictine father describes his own personal emotions 
when communicating with the holy man, as well as the senti- 
ments of all who approached him, and the heroic practice of every 
virtue with which he disposed himself to receive the martyr’s 
crown : — 

I cannot as yet,” ho thus writes, “ pretend to give you, as you 
desire, a description of the virtues of the glorious archbishop and 
martyr. Dr. Oliver Plunket. I am promised the particulars of his life 
and actions, both at Home, where he studied and taught almost twenty 
years, and in Ireland, where he exercised his episcopal, or rather, 

* It is deserving of remai'k that Protestant historians, such as Burnet, Echart, 
Stuart, Leland, Carte, Harris, Hume, and others, write almost in the same 
strain as our own Catholic historians concerning the virtues and heroic constancy 
of Dr. Plunket. 
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apostolic function, till he became a champion of faith ; but these par- 
ticulars are not, as yet, arrived at my hands. After his transportation 
hither, he was, as you know, close confined, and secluded from all 
conversation, save that of the keepers, until his arraignment ; so that 
here also I am much in the dark, and can only inform you of what I 
learned, as it were by chance, from the mouths of the keepers, viz., 
that he spent his time in almost continual prayer; that he fasted 
usually three or four days a-week, with nothing but bread ; that he 
appeared to them always modestly cheerful, without any anguish or 
concern at his danger or strait confinement ; that by his sweet and 
pious demeanour, he attracted an esteem and reverence from those few 
that came near him. When he was arraigned, it is true, I could 
write to him, and he to me, but our letters were read, transcribed, and 
examined by the officers before they were delivered to either of us. 
For which cause we had little other communication than what was 
necessary in order to his trial. But the trial being ended, smd he 
condemned, his man had leave to wait on him alone in his chamber, by 
whose means we had free intercourse by letters to each other. And 
now it was, I clearly perceived, the spirit of God in him, and those 
lovely fruits of the Holy Ghost, charity, joy, peace, &c., transparent 
in his soul . And not only I but many other Catholics, who came to 
receive his benediction, and were eye-witnesses (a favour not denied 
to us) can testify ; there appeared in his words, in his actions, in his 
countenance, something so divinely elevated — such a composed mixture 
of cheerfulness, constancy, love, sweetness, and candour, as manifestly 
denoted the divine Goodness had made him fit for a victim, and des- 
tined him for heaven. None saw or came near him, but received new 
comfort, new fervour, new desires to please, serve, and suffer for 
Christ Jesus, by his very presence. Concerning the manner and state 
of his prayer, he seemed most devoted to Catholic sentences taken out 
of scripture, the divine office, and missal, which he made me procure 
for him three months before he died. Upon these sentences he let his 
soul dilate itself in love, following herein the sweet impulse and dic- 
tates of the Holy Ghost, and reading his prayers, writ rather in his 
heart than in his books according to that — unctio ejus docet vo8 de om- 
nibus. — (St. John, ii. 27). For this reason, I suppose, it was, that 
when, with great humility, he sent me his last speech to correct, 
he also writ me word he would not, at the place of execution, make 
use of any other set form or method of prayer than the Pater noster, 
Ave Maria, Credo, Miserere, In manus tuas Domine, &c., and for the 
rest he would breathe forth his soul in such prayer and ejaculations as 
God Almighty should then inspire him withal. He continually endea- 
voured to improve and advance himself in the purity of divine love, 
and by consequence also in contrition for his sins past ; of his defi- 
ciency in both w'hich this humble soul complained to me as the only 
thing that troubled him. This love had extinguished in him all fear of 
dddXh, perfecta charitas foras miitit timorem: a lover feareth not, but 
rejoiceth at the approach of thebeloved. Hence, the joy of our holy 
martyr seemed still to increase with his danger, and was fully accom- 
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plished by an assurance of death. The very night before he died, 
being now, as it were, at heart’s ease, he went to bed at eleven o’clock, 
and slept quietly and soundly till four in the morning, at which time 
his man, who lay in the room with him, awaked him ; so little concern 
had he upon his spirit, or rather, so much had the loveliness of the end 
beautified the horror of the passage to it. After he certainly knew that 
God Almighty had chosen him to the crown and dignity of martyrdom, he 
continually studied how to divest himself of himself, and become more 
and more an entire and perfect holocaust, to which end, as he gave up 
his soul, with all its faculties, to the conduct of God, so, for God’s 
sake, he resigned the care and disposal of his body to unworthy me, 
&c. But I neither can, nor dare undertake to describe unto you the 
signal virtues of this blessed martyr. There appeared in him something 
beyond expression — something more than human ; the most savage 
and hard-hearted people were mollified, and attendered at his sight. 
Many Protestants, in my hearing, w'ished their souls in the same state 
with his. All bdieved him innocent ; and he made Catholics, even 
the most timorous, in love wdth death. When he was carried out of 
the press-yard to execution, he turned him about to our chamber win- 
dows, and with a pleasant aspect and elevated hands, gave us his 
benediction. How he composed himself after he was taken from hence, 
you yourself can give a more exact account than I, etc.” 


CHAPTER XXX. 

VENERATION SHOWN TO DR. PLUNKET AFTER HIS DEATH. 

As the Benedictine, Father Corker, had been the admiring friend 
of Dr. Plunket during life, so did he cherish his memory after 
death. Dodd, in his Church History, mentions that, on the 
morning of the execution, the primate bequeathed his earthly 
remains to this good father; but, perhaps, he did so rather on 
the preceding day, when, as we have seen, he alone enjoyed the 
company of Dr. Plunket, and aided him in disposing his happy 
soul for its passage to a glorious eternity. Permission was, with- 
out difficulty, obtained to collect the scattered members of the 
mangled body of the martyr, and they were, with due solemnity, 
interred close by the remains of Father Whitbread and his four 
companions, all Jesuit fathers, who, two years before, had, in 
like manner, laid down their lives at Tyburn, and whom Dr. 
Plunket had ever venerated as glorious martyrs of the Catholic 
faith. The head and arms, from the elbow, were placed in a sepa- 
rate case, and preserved with due reverence till Father Corker, on 
being liberated from prison, was enabled to translate them, together 
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with the body, to the monastery of his order, at Lambspring, in 
Germany. Dodd mentions, that the site where his body was 
interred, was “ under the North wall,” in St. Giles’s, and he 
quotes from Mr. Wood, in his * Athen. Oxonien.’ page 221, the 
additional circumstance that,- “ in the said place, Plunket s quarters 
continued till the crop-eared plot broke out in 1683, and then 
tliey were taken up and conveyed beyond the sea to the monas- 
tery of the Benedictines, at Lambspring, in Germany.” The 
exact date of this translation of Dr. Plunket’s remains cannot 
accurately be determined. The author now cited refers it to 
1683 ; on the other hand, Ohaloner (page 244,) says, that it took 
place four years after his death, which would place it, at least, in 
1685. The friend, however, of the martyred prelate, to whose 
narrative we have had so often occasion to refer^ the Archbishop 
of Cashel, is more precise ; and in a letter, which we shall more 
fully cite just now, and which was written in April, 1684, he says, 
that the translation of Dr. Plunket’s body to Germany had then 
recently taken place. Thus it was probably in the month of 
March, 1684: and, perhaps, if the different manner of compu- 
tation be taken into account, this will reconcile the otherwise 
conflicting opinions; for 1683, in the old style, did not terminate 
till the 25th of March, 1684. The account given in Harris’ 
‘Ware’s Writers,’ will also be found to substantially ^greef it is 
as follows: — ^ ^ 

“ The head was separated from his body, which was divided into four 
quarters, and they were buried in the churchyard of St. Giles in the 
Fields, where they rested about two yeara^ and then were taken up and 
conveyed beyond seas to a monastery of English Benedictines at Lamb- 
spring, in the dominions of the Duke of Brunswick, in Germany, where, 
with great ceremony, they were re-buried.” 


We learn from Dr. Chaloner, that when, in 1684, the body of 
Dr. Plunket was disinterred, it was found to be entire.* It was 
translated, as we have seen, to Germany, through the care of 
Father Corker, and a few years later (in 1693), this same father 
erected a handsome monument in 'the church of his order, at 
Jwambspring, which bore the Latin inscription : — f 

* Hugh M'Mahon, Archbishop of Armagh, (in the second part of his “ Jus 
Primatiale,” section 22, page 8-9,) attests that many miracles were performed 
by these sacred remains: “recens est,” he' says, “memoria eorum quro egit 
lllmixs Oliverius post gloriosiun martyrium adeo signis et miracidis coniscans ut 
caput et membra in varias deportata regiones, integra et incorrupta permaneant 
fragrantem spirantia odorem.” 

f .See Chalmer’s “ Lives of Mis. Priests,” vol. 2, page 245. 
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**Reliqui» sanctae memories Oliveri Plimketti, Archiepiscopi Armachani, 
Hiberniee Primatis, qui in odium Catholicm fidci laqueo suspensus, 
extractis visceribus et in ignem projectis Celebris martyr occubuit 
Londini primo die Julii stylo veteri, anno salutis 1681;” i.e., “The 
remains of Oliver Plunket (of holy memory), Archbishop of Armagh, 
Primate of Ireland, who, being hanged through hatred of the Catholic 
faith, and his bowels being taken out and cast into the fire, a glorious 
martyr, laid down his life in London, the 11th of July, 1681.” 

The devotion of the good Benedictine did not rest here. Ho 
caused the right hand to be placed in a rich case, and it is still 
so preserved in the church at Lambspring. The head also he 
cased in a silver shrine, eagerly looking forward to the recog- 
nition of his martyrdom by the Holy See, to show all due 
reverence and honour to these holy remains. In 1684 he 
petitioned the authorities in Rome to be allowed to keep a per- 
petual lamp ever burning before his shrine ; and to strengthen his 
petition, procured recommendatory letters from the Irish bishops, 
who, de^ite the persecution, still remained guardians of their 
flocks. It was on this occasion that the Archbishop of Cashel 
thus wrote to the Secretary of the Sacred Congregation of Pro- 
paganda, in 1684: — 

“ The body of the happy primate has been lately translated from 
London to a more Catholic country, by a Benedictine father, who 
assisted him during his imprisonment in London. This father, in a 
spirit of zeal, desires to have the remains of this great prelate honoured 
with a lamp continually lighting, and to this effect supplicates their 
Eminences : he has warmly pressed me to add my prayers, and, to con- 
tent him, I wrote a letter to Monsig. Cybo, and another to Cardinal 
Norfolk, both of which letters I transmitted to himself, according to 
his desire. I also supplicate the goodness of your Excellency to use 
your influence in causing to bo honoured the memory of this glorious 
prelate, who was so devoted to you ; and, should you judge the desired 
favour unreasonable, or, as yet, inopportune, yet I pray you to excuse 
the liberty which I have taken.” 

From the fact of the letters of the Archbishop of Cashel, 
addressed to Cardinal Norfolk and Monslgnor Cybo, having been 
sent to Father Corker, it would seem probable that he himself.’, 
even undertook a journey to Rome to attain the desired en<jL‘ 
But the Holy See did not, as yet, deem it opportune, such were 
the then existing circumstances of the English nation, to declare 
our holy prelate “ a martyr;^ we may, however, fondly hope 
that the day is not now far distant, when our long-afilicted 
church will be consoled with the solemn declaration of the 

25 
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Vicar of Christ, that he who, in the hour of trial, was the pillar 
of the House of God in our country, and who so nobly sealed 
with his blood the doctrines of our faith, may be ranked among 
the martyrs* ** of our holy church. 

In Ireland, so fierce was the rage of the enemies of the 
Catholic Church, even after the execution of the primate, that 
our persecuted people had but little opportunity of manifesting 
their reverence and devotion for the memory of Dr. Plunket. 
The letter sent by the Archbishop of Cashel, when transmitting 
the narrative, which we have already given entire, discloses to us 
the sad affliction to which our prelates were then subjected, and 
the terror and dismay which everywhere prevailed. It is dated 
the vigil of the Assumption (14th August), 1681, and is 
addressed to the Secretary of Propaganda;— 7 ; * • 

** Monsignor, — I send enclosed a dolorous narrativey the subject of 
which has filled with affliction all' the good in these parts. Our friend 
died gloriously, if we consider true felicity, but otherwise most sadly ; 
for he was really murderedf est quijudicet. He being the first prelate 
gave good example encountering death, confiding in the mercy of God 
and in his own innocence, and it is probable that other bishops will 
follow in the same path, for wicked men are not wanting to accuse 
them though innocent, and rewards and pardons are held out to stimu^ 
late such perjurers. Two bishops are already in prison, viz., those 
of Cork and Kildare ; but, as yet, it is not known what will be done 
with them. Of all our prelates, the Bishop of Limerick is the only 
one who is tolerated on account of his old age. Nothing is known about 
the metropolitan J of this province, and should he be taken, woe to 
him. Some say he has left the kingdom, some say no ; but wherever 
he is, he does not allow himself to be known through dread of some 
• apostates, although every one of sense knows hb innocence ; but 


* We have already more than once presented extracts from the contemporary 
prelates of our chiuch, in which Dr. Plunket receives the title of vxartyr ; wo 
may here add a passage of a letter of Dr. Forstall, Bishop of Kildare, 29th 
November, 1681, in which he writes: — “ unless the Bishop of Clogher be at once 
nominated successor ^of ., the deceased holy martyr, &c.” Successor e del defonto 
martire. See also appendix No. 50. Caiholici ipsum venerabaniur ut martyrem 
et quidem fortissimwn, <tc.', <fec. 

+ In the Propaganda archives, there is a letter addressed from Paris by 

** Patrithis Coneus,” who styles himself a veteran in the service of Rome (un 
servitore veterano della corte di Roma) to Monsignor Cybo, Segretario di 
Propaganda, and dated 26th January, 1(382, in which he lodges a complaint 
against irrdujiosos fratres, of whom he says, “they presented themselves before 
the tribunals to give false testimony against the poor primate of Ireland, now a 
glorious martyr, and who, through the malice of these wicked men, was 
condemned to death (si presentarono avanti la ginstizia per portare tcstimonianza 
falsa contro il povero primate dTbemia ora glorioso martire che per I’invidia di 
quei scelerati ha nerso la vita). 

He thus speaks of himself as a third person. 


TENERATION SHOWN TO DR. PLDNKET AFTER HIS DEATH. 371 


innocence does not suffice in these countries uh{ sedes est Satana (where 
Satan holds his sway). I omitted writing for some time, though much 
against my inclination, as those who received and despatched my letters 
were themselves accused of conspiracy by some apostate friars, where- 
fore they are now unwilling to receive or despatch any letter; nor 
can any others be found who will undertake to do so, so great is the 
terror which has seized on all honest men ; and 1 omit writing not to 
expose them or myself to danger or apprehension of danger. I send 
these papers by a long sea-route, and I hope they will reach their 
intended destination without any danger. Should 1 live, as I hope, I 
will procure in a short time some expedient to write more frequently ; 
but we now live in such a conjuncture, that each one fears hia 
own shadow : we hope, however, always that God will console our 
innocence. 

“I request yon to .transmit the enclosed narrative, whither it should 
go, and to excuse the a.bsence of titles, occasioned by the sad state of 
the times. Se good enough not to send an answer till you receive 
further news,* and’ I subscribe myself as usual, “ J. C.’V ^ 

It was the desire of many distinguished members of our Irish 
church to have the diocese of Armagh subjected to some signal 
chastisement by the Holy See, that thus it might manifest the 
common detestation of all Catholics for the deed perpetrated by 
unworthy , members of that diocese. The Bishop of Clogher, in 
a letter’ written not long after this occurrence, does not hesitate 
to say : — 

** Should their Eminences refuse to stigmatize that people by some 
punishment, many here are apprehensive, lest the bad example should 
occasion the worst impressions, and this impunity assume the character 
of licentiousness. I submit, however, to whatsoever arrangement may 
be made, and I only add that all our prelates are of opinion, that, for the 
present, no native of that diocese, and no one nominated by them, . 
should be appointed to that see, lest it should seem to be, as I already 
said, pretium sanguinis ; and as the Bishop of Kildare would not accept 
this dignity, were it offered to him, there is no one, in my opinion, so 
suited for it as Dr. James Cusack, Bishop of Meath, ,&c., &c.” 

i 

There is in the Propaganda archives another anonymous letter 
addressed to canon Joyce by some friend of the primate, which 
was transmitted to Rome by the Internuncio in Brussels to make 
known to the Sacred Congregation the sentiments of the Irish 
-Catholics. It is as follows: — 


“ 29th Jan., 1682. 

Dear Sib, — I received last week ‘ your letter of the 23rd 
November, and I have long since answered yours of the 25th August, 
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giving you the fullest details that I was able about the death of our 
dear and happy friend. The boys, James and Joseph, will commence 
their journey next spring or summer. 

“ Is it possible that an inconsiderate action, such as that of the murder 
of the Bishop of Castro, could set all Italy in confusion, and that now 
the long-premeditated death of our primate should be allowed to bo 
passed over without any sign of displeasure ? On account of the former 
deed the episcopate was transferred from that see, and shall this latter 
BO flagitious crime deserve no chastisement ? I, for my part, can with 
difficulty understand how some chastisement is not inflicted for so 
infamous a deed : the whole world expects it, and the Sacred Congre- 
gation has been already three times solicited to transfer at least the 
primacy to some other part of the kingdom as a punishment, and as a 
perpetual memorial of so great a cruelty practised against their lawful 
superior. The crime has not been so personal, as the good bishop 
represented it to be before his death ; * ut non vinceretur a malo aed in 
lono vinceret malumJ’ That Friar MacMoyer wrote to Dr. Cusack, telling 
him to exhort bishop Tyrrell, Dr. Dromgole, and many others, to 
abandon the kingdom, as otherwise they would share the fate of Dr. 
Plunket. The Governor* having learned the contents of this letter, 
sent an express order to have the letter itself transmitted to him, and 
in consequence of it Moyer was arrested at Kilmainham, whence he was 
conducted to Armagh to stand his trial, some say for robbery, others 
say for this letter ; one thing is certain, we are much obliged to the 
courtesy of our governors, though they be heretics.” 

. “ % 

None, however, were so vehement in denouncing the wicked 
sacrilege, and soliciting the Sacred Congregation to inflict condign 
punishment on its perpetrators, as Dr. James Cusack, bishop of 
Meath. In a letter of January, 1682, he thus writes to Pro- 
paganda:— 

Again I cry out, again and a third time I knock, if not with 
clamorous shouts, yet certainly with mournful sighs. I am forced to 
repeat my cries by the repeated injuries of the wicked men who prolong 
their iniquity. I mean the murderers of our most illustrious Oliver of 
Armagh, to whom they rendered evil for good, and hatred for love, all 
whose fault was, that he reprehended the faults of the wicked. They 
now add iniquity to-iniquity, and seek by hew warrants to procure the 
death of the Bishop of Clogher, Dromgole, Hughes, Maguirke, and 
others, and the last named, who is Dean of Armagh, was lately betrayed 
into the hands of his enemies. All the righteous of heart cry out to you 
to avenge that sacrilegious parricide by a proportionate chastisement. 
We hold that the spirit of our prelate, too, with the other souls of the 
slain, cries out in a loud voice from beneath the altar, and demands 
revenge, and this the more forcibly, as his blood has been the more 
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recently poured out upon the earth. What does the loved one of the 
Spouse do ? the guardian of the Spouse of Christ ? the shepherd of 
Christ’s fold ? Does he devise some spiritual remedy to check this 
so horrid and unheard-of pest ? Kew diseases must be met by new reme- 
dies, and such a remedy must, indeed, be found, which, at the same 
time, will heal for the present the recent wound of the church, and servo 
as a warning to posterity. If the spiritual rod of the church should 
spare those by whose impulse and peijuries the innocent blood has been 
poured out upon the earth, who can be ignorant of the consequences 
which will ensue ? How many amongst the clergy will the impunity 
of these, contrary to all justice and law, cause to be promoted, not 
through any merit of their piety, but through fear of their own subjects. 
To avenge so great a crime, something must be decreed of advantage to 
the church, that thus the health now received may be transfused into 
posterity, and the future generations may leom not only what was 
presumed, but also how it was avenged, lest otherwise the poison should 
spread, and no antidoje being applied, many may come to perish. Let 
them know that there is a prophet in Israel. All Ireland vehemently 
desires and demands this. It is desired by the little, and by the great, 
and otherwise it will be a scandal exceeding great in the church of God, 
and I fear that the authority of the Holy Sett will suffer serious injury 
and undergo great loss. Nor in a matter so weighty and so universal, 
should we act tepidly or timidly. Innocent the Tenth has set an 
example to us in regard to the death of the Bishop of Castro, and 
Innocent the Third, to the death of the Bishop of Herbipolis ; and shall 
the parricide of the Archbishop of Armagh under Innocent the Eleventh, 
perpetrated with far more deUberation, remain unavenged ? 

“ At least let the diocese of Meath be cut off from the province of 
Armagh, and be immediately subjected to the Apostolic See. This the 
people, the nobles, the clergy of Meath anxiously demand. For, 
sho^d it not be expedient to stigmatize the province of Ulster with 
some special mark of infamy, yet surely it behoves, through respect for 
the most illustrious prelate, that his birth-place should be honoured, 
especially as between those of Ulster and Meath there exists the 
greatest dissimilarity, nor can we deem it safe in this or the next cen- 
tury to go to their meetings or synods. The prophet hated the congre- 
gation of the wicked, nor would he sit with the impious. But does it 
behove the prophet alone to have this zeal, and is it not required from 
every priest of the Lord ? And since those from Ulster, in the convent 
of St. Isidore’s in Borne, destroyed the archbishop, of Armagh in effigy, 
as they afterwards did in reality in London, and as the clergy and people 
of Ulster now receive these parricides, it is manifest that the crime 
is not so personal that only the immediate actors in it should receive 
punishment. A short time since I was struck dumb, and my grief was 
renewed when I saw, on letters being received here, announcing that 
one from Ulster was to be appointed to the See of Armagh, how tho 
innocent were filled with ignominy, and how the impious rejoiced that 
they had done evil, and exulted in their wicked deeds. Truly, if 
things be so, it must be, not from their own works of justice, but accord- 
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ing to the greatness of your mercy, or rather, in order that, where crimes 
super- abounded, there too favour should super- abound ; for, from the 
time of Judas Iscariot there have been found none who thus rose up 
against their masters and betrayed just blood. Allow not, I beseech 
you, allow not this to occur ; for all who hear of it will wonder, and 
none will extol it : it would give strength to the impious and disarm 
the zeal for justice. And, as if their own wickedness did not suffice, 
they would boast and exult that they had found defenders in those who 
should rather have been the punishers of their crime. Wherefore we 
shall hope that the Lord will not delay to save the affiicted from the 
hand of the oppressor, and to render retribution to the proud, and, 
though he should delay, yet will he not abandon us for ever more, but 
the protection which is deferred will one day be more powerful, and 
will more perfectly succour us. 

*‘The clergy of Dublin lately presented the Very Rev. Patrick 
Russell for their archbishop : he is now, for the second time, vicar- 
general of that diocese during the vacancy of the see, — a man distin- 
guished for his piety and zeal, and so beloved by both clergy and 
people that a nobleman of high position, on hearing a short time ago 
that a Pranciscan from the Convent of St. Isidore’s was to be appointed 
to that see, exclaimed with an oath, — Rome is astray, if it ever 
think of appointing, at the present time, a Franciscan to this diocese. 

“The discord which reigns in Armagh has extended’ itself to the 
diocese of Clanmacnoise, where two vicars contend about nonsense ; one 
of them, who alone is worthy of being appointed, is named Moriarty 
Kearney. 

“ If, urged on by zeal, I have here said anything which I should 
not, or otherwise than I should have said it, I pray you to hold it as 
unsaid : whatever I have said right, and in a becoming manner, I hope 
will not be said in vain. Should not even my zeal merit conside- 
ration, you are at least debtors to the wise and to the foolish ; and I 
beseech you to bear with my folly. 

“ P.S. — After writing the above, I received the letters of j^our Ex- 
cellency of the 19th December, with the enclosed letter restoring peace 
to Armagh,* which, before two days, I will deliver into the hands of 
Dr, Dromgole himself, and we have easily learned from this how great 
is the watchfulness and solicitude of their Eminences, and of your Excel- 
lency for our affairs. As we can return no thanks equal to such merits, 
we pray that the Almighty may preserve you many years for his glory 
and the propagation of the Catholic faith, and, cffter having happily 
consummated your earthly course, may crown us with you in glory.” 

Writing again on the 1st of December, 1683, he urges once 
more the necessity of inflicting some signal and public chastisement 
on the see of Armagh : — 

“ I am importunate, if I conjecture rightly, but I deserve to be 

* Viz., by the appointment of Dr. Dromgole as vicar- apostolic of that see. 
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excused ; for, some illastrious prelates, who themselves had often 
written against the murderers of the primate, solicit me, and I am urged 
on by the redoubled prayers of the clergy and nobility of Meath. The 
very Protestants demand it ; nor does anything render more probable, 
in their opinion, the imaginary conspiracy than that so great a sacrilege 
should remain unpunished. I add that I proposed nothing save what 
was conformable to reason and to law, and what 1 judged best suited 
to promote the lustre and glory of the Holy See. I thought, and I am 
still convinced that that horrid guilt would be punished even less than 
its demerits by the translation of the primatial see, according to the 
practice of Innocent the Tenth of holy memory, and thus, if the subjects 
of Armagh seek to imitate those of Sicily, their sad distemper will be 
healed by ceasing to give them pastors and withdrawing the object of their 
fury, so that though their fury remains unabated, yet a fixed pastor will 
be wanting, and thus, not having a person against whom to vent their 
rage, they may desist from their temerity, or at least, in the words of 
the canon, may cease to be a dire contagion to others. And, as I under- 
stand that it was whispered to you that such a chastisement would bo 
displeasing to our nobility, a matter which no one here can understand, 
it is almost a year since I made known to your Excellency that nothing 
could be more agreeable to them than to have it decreed that those 
from Ulster should never, or at least for a hundred and fifty years, should 
not be promoted to that dignity. And, although as yet we have derived 
no fruit from our writings, but, on the contrary, the rejoicing of the 
Ulstermen is heard on every side, who boast and exult that they have 
found for their protectors those who should have been their chastisers, and 
that in the last Congregation held on Irish matters, one from Ulster, and he, 
too, a regular, was reserved in petto, as they say, for the see of Armagh ; 
we will hope for better things. And although it must be left to the pru- 
dence and mature counsels of their Eminences, to decide whether it be 
right that they should thus lord itover us, yet it is proper that your Excel- 
lency should know how dangerous we would here consider it to have any 
change made, until he who has actually been appointed vicar apostolic 

be acknowledged by them For, though many things must be 

done and borne with to promote peace, yet we must take care lest, 
when restoring peace to the diocese of Armagh, the whole province 
may be put in confusion, and thus the last error be worse than the 
former. For (in this hypothesis) the Bishop of Clogher will most 
anxiously solicit to be exempted from Armagh, and the Bishop of 
Meath will most pressingly, though reverently, demand to be subjected 
to the Apostolic See or to Dublin, for they will not willingly submit 
to the yoke of Ulster. Should the Sacred Congregation decree that no 
appointment would be made until they submit to Dr. Dromgole, and 
that this should be promulgated by the Bishop of Clogher, before ten 
days all would return to obedience. The same result should ensue 
were he absolutely declared primate, for whilst he is moveable at will 
they will hope to succeed in removing him by their solicitations in 
Rome, although all confess that he is most eminent in virtue and 
learning, and most beloved by our own late Dr. Plunket.” 
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Even when the Sacred Congregation had shown itself deaf to 
these solicitations, and appointed Dr. Maguire to the priraatial 
see, Dr. Cusack did not cease his solicitations ; and, as late as 
July, 1686, we find the following nassage in a letter addressed 
by him to Cardinal Altieri, then Carainal Protector of Ireland in 
the Roman court : — 

** I have often expressed how anxiously this nation desired that those 
of Ulster — that is, of Armagh — on account of their parricide of the 
most illustrious Oliver of Armagh, should receive some chastisement 
commensurate with their deeds, and how dangerous it would be to 
allow so great a crime to go down to posterity unavenged ; and now 
again, with all humility and earnestness, I, by the present letter, pray 
that, through reverence for him, this diocese, which was the birthplace 
of the deceased prelate, may be added to the province of Dublin.” 

Notwithstanding these repeated and urgent solicitations, Rome 
remained unmoved; and the Holy Father continued, as ^here- 
tofore, to nominate worthy successors to St. Patrick in the pri- 
matial see. When we now look back on this period of our history, 
whilst we render the just tribute of our admiration to the zeal 
and solicitude of these worthy prelates to have such a perennial 
memorial, such a public tribute rendered to the memory of their 
loved martyred primate, surely we must be filled with gratitude 
for the wisdom and paternal solicitude of the Holy See, which 
refused to involve alike the. innocent with the guilty in the 
merited chastisement, or impute to the whole body the guilt of 
some unworthy members, who were already cut off by suspension 
and excommunication from its bosom, and thus deprive our 
national Church of its glorious privilege of pointing out the 
series of its primates, who, in unbroken succession, have handed 
down unchanged the sacred deposit of faith which our Apostle, 
St. Patrick, bore with him from the Centre of Religion and 
Catholicity. 

We have seen the reverence shown by the good Benedictine 
father to the remains of Dr. Plunket; we have only to add a 
few words regarding the manner in which part of these relics 
passed to our own country. 

In 1714 Dr. Hugh MacMahon was transferred from the see 
of Clogher to the primatial see. From his infancy he had 
learned to walk in the footsteps and admire the virtues and the 
zeal of his martyred predecessor. When studying in Rome, in 
the Irish College, he often heard of the glory which Dr. Plunket 
had won for religion by his glorious death ; and often, too, did 
he there contemplate the shrine containing the head of that 
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happy prelate, which, as tradition tells us, had been presented 
many years before by Father Corker to Cardinal Norfolk — 
perhaps at the time of the contemplated visit of the good father 
to Rome, in 1684, of which we have already spoken ; and on 
the demise of that Cardinal, in 1690, was preserved in the convent 
of the Dominican order in that city. 

In 1721, at the request of Stephen MacEgan, provincial 
of the Irish Dominicans, and afterwards bishop of Meath, Dr. 
MacMahon applied to the general of the order, who was soon 
after decked with the purple, and is known as Cardinal Pipia, to 
have a convent for the nuns of his order opened in Ireland. The 
circumstances were indeed most favourable. We have seen with 
what affection, in a letter written in prison a few days before his 
death, Dr. Plunket speaks of his niece, little Catherine. Before 
many years the Dominican nuns numbered her amongst their 
members; and at the time of which we speak she was matured 
in sanctity and distinguished for her virtues in the convent of 
that order at Brussels. She was at once chosen first Superioress 
for the Irish convent, and Drogheda was destined as the scene of 
her labours. This convent was dedicated under the invocation 
of St. Catherine of Sienna, and it remains to the present day ; 
never has the primitive fervour of its holy inmates abated ; and it 
now, as under its first foundress, diffuses throughout our island 
the sweet odour of its sanctity. No spot could be better chosen 
for the shrine of Dr. Plunket ; and Dr. MacMahon hesitated not 
to place there, without delay, the 'precious deposit which had 
already been granted to him from Rome — the head of his mar- 
tyred predecessor. The foundress of this convent was still 
living when it was first visited by the celebrated author of the 
** Hibernia Dominicana,” who found Dr. Plunket’s head entire, 
and yet retaining its grey hair. The last writer on the “ Life 
and Death of Oliver Plunket,” gives the following description of 
the reliquary in which it is now preserved : — 

“ At present it is enshrined in a little ebony temple, at each of the 
four angles of which is a Corinthian pillar of silver. The sides are 
also inlaid with silver plates. There are two doors, one in the front 
and one in the rere, and inside of each there is a glass plate, through 
which the head can be seen. On the silver plate in the front door are 
the primate^s arms, surmounted by a silver mitre. On each angle of 
the roof is a silver flame, emblematical of martyrdom. The head itself 
is of a brown colour, and quite perfect, with the exception of the nose, 
which is slightly injured. It still retains some of the white hair of 
which De Burgo speaks.’* 

Together with the head is preserved the authentic declaration 
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of its genuineness, written on parchment, of which the following 
is a copy : — 

“The underwritten, John Ridley, Chirurgeon, and Elizabeth Sheldon, 
doe hereby testifye and declare : That in this chest are included two 
tinne Boxes, whereof the one being Round containeth the Head, and 
the other being Long containeth the two Hands armesfrom the Fingers’ 
End to the Elbow, of the Blessed Martyr Oliver Plunkett, Arch-Bishop 
of Annach, who was hanged, drawne and quartered at Tybume on the 
first day of July An: Dni : 1681 for the holy Catholick Religion; 
under pretence of a Flott witingfully imposed upon him and others of 
the same Religion. The said Head was cutt of from the Body at the 
tyme and place of execution : And on the same day the two hands 
armes aforesaid were disjointed and separated from the rest of the said 
Body by mee, John Ridley, in the presence of Elizabeth Sheldon, 
immediately before the Quarters of the said Blessed body were putt 
into the Coffin in order to thek interment, which Head, Hands and 
Armes were reserved by us out of the Coffin and placed in the said two 
Boxes of Tinne included in this as above specyfyed. 

“ In witnesse whereof wee have hereunto sett our hands seales this 
29tb day of May An : Dni : 1682. 

“ John {s$al) Riulet. 

“Elizabeth {seal) Sheldon.” 

On the back of the parchment is written : — 

“ Signed and sealed in the presence of, 

. “Edward Sheldon. 

“ Raphe Sheldon.” 

We have brought to a close the “ Memoirs” of Dr. Plunket; 
and whosoever examines the documents which they present must 
assuredly confess, that the period of his episcopate forms a bright 
epoch in the history of our Church. In the centuries which 
immediately succeeded the conversion of our island, heaven 
seemed to pour out upon our people all the treasures of grace, 
and, at the same time, all the blessing of peace : for later ages 
was reserved the ordeal of our faith. But her triumphs in the 
arena were not less glorious than her crowns in time of peace ; 
and, os the virtues of her children merited for her the glorious 
name of “ Island of Saints,” so the noble heroism displayed by 
her champions of faith in the days of persecution have won the 
no less peerless title of “ Martyr-Island of the Church.” From 
the records we have published, it is evident that Dr. Plunket must 
be ranked amongst the foremost of these her heroic children. 
Neither is his fame confined to our own island ; but many are the 
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panegyrists which his virtues and his martyrdom have found 
throughout the continent. In our own country it is not only in 
the records of our history and the annals of our Church that his 
name is inscribed ; it is yet, after a lapse of near two centuries, 
a household word in every family, and lives in the tradition .of 
our faithful people." And well has been verified the prediction 
of his illustrious friend, the Archbishop of Cashel, that, indeed, 
“ the memory of this glorious prelate will ever be revered in these 
kingdoms, as, on the contrary, the names of his impious accusers 
shall ever be held in abomination, for having, with sacrilegioiu 
impiety, shed his sacred and innocent blood.” 

0 

* One of the most learned and judicious of our national writers, Matthew 
0*Conor, £sq., in his ** History of the Irish Catholics/’ parti, page 106 
(Dublin, 1813), after detailing some particulars of the foul conspiracy acainst 
the Catholics, thus apostrophises the martvred primate — “ lUusWious shade t 
thy memory is embalmed in the tears and honoured by the admiration of six 
successive generations ! The power of thy persecutors was short-lived, and 
noting remains of them but the memory of their crimes ; your virtues still 
exhibit a glorious example of patience, meekness, humility, charity, and for- 
titude. Tnou hast received thy reward ; Anima sanctisaima aveto salveto. 
May the contemplation of thy happiness encourage to the imitation of thy 
virtues ! May the example of thy resignation sustain those who may be 
exposed to similar persecution 1” 
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Notb to Craptxr XII. 

FUBLICATION OF THB DECB£E OF THS COUNCIL OF TRENT OK CLAKDB8TIKS 
MARRIAGES IK IRELAND. 

I 

At the end of chapter xii. of these memoirs, p. 137, we have made some 
remarks i^arding the publication of the decree of the Council of Trent on 
clandestinity in Ireland From Dr. Plunket we learn that it had been 
published in some parts of Ireland, in the time of Elizabeth, and that it had 
been proposed in the famous Council of Kilkenny to extend it to all Ireland. If 
this question were discussed in that council, no serious result appears to have 
been obtained ; for if anything had been done, it would not have escaped the 
notice of Dr. French, who was present. 

From other authorities we learn that the decree in question was not published 
in several parts of Ireland for many years after the time in which Dr. Plunket 
wrote. In an old MS. copy of the Synods of Dublin I find the following 
memorandum : — “ Certain advices left on record, for new coming missionera by 
old father Bamaby Barnwall — 1st. That the Council of Trent is received only in 
the north, in the county of Louth, in MeaOi, and Elphin in Connaught ; but At 
decree of dandeetine marriages is not publiAed in ilealh.” Father Barnwall was 
superior of the Irish Capuchins, and is mentioned with great eulogy by Dr. 
Plunket, at page 270 of these memoirs. It is here to be added, that the Council 
of Trent was published in Meath, and also in Galway, on the 2nd Dec., 1827. 

In the statutes of Cashel and Endy, published bjr Dr. Bray, we read, at page 
216, " the decree of Ae Council of Trent, condemning and annulling clandestine 
marriages, was duly published and received in Ae dioceses of Cashel and Emly 
in September, 1775. In a letter of Dr. M‘Kenna, Bishop of Cloyne and Boss, 
dated October, 1775, it is stated that the decree on clandestinity was published 
in all the dioceses of the province of Cashel, on the first Sunday of the preceding 
Sejitember, and the following Sundays, for thirty days. “ Pralali hujta provinciw 
in mense Julii proxime elapgi convenerunt props Corcagiam, ibiq. recepemnt decretum 
Cone. TWd. relative ad matrimonia clandestina, promulgaruntque prima Dominica 8ep~ 
ienibris aliisque diebue Dom. ei festivis per triginta dies.” 

In the provincial statutes of Dublin, enacted in Kilkenny, 1624, whilst the 
other decrees of the Council of Trent are received, the following exception is 
made— “ Ob temporum injuriam decretum concilii Tridentini matrimonia clan- 
destina irritans nondum promulgare audemus.” In another synod, held 24th 
July, 1685, by Dr. Russell, a similar exception is made — ” Admiltimus et recipimus 
S. Concilium Trid. quoad omnia preeter decretum irritans matrimonia clandestina'* 
Things remained in this state in the province of Dublin until the 2nd December, 
1827. 

In that year the tridentine decree was published in each parish, as according 
to Benedict XIV. De Syn. Diceo. 1. x. ; no enactment of a diocesan or jirovincim 
synod woidd suffice to introduce the im]>ediinent of clandestinity. 

We here rive a letter of Dr. Troy, written in 1780, before his translation 
to Dublin, ^^ich throws great light on this and other questions. The letter 
principally treats of the validity ofmixed marriages, and we view taken by Dr. 
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Troy appears to have been adopted by Pius VI., who, in the year 1785, declared 
mixed marriages valid in Ireland, even when contracted clandestinely. It is to 
be hoped, that letters so replete with erudition and so full of useful instruction 
as those of Dr Troy, may yet be collected, and published for the guidance of 
future generations. 

“Kilkenny, 23 July, 1780. 

“Most Honourbd and Rkvbbbnd Dear Sir,— My constant and various 
avocations in the countiy, since I had the honour of voiu* last favour covering 
a copy of C. Antonellrs letter to you, of the 20th May, deprived me of 
sufficient leisure to deliver my sentiments on both, with that degree of satis- 
faction, my res]>ect for vour command, and the importance of their contents 
required. At present a short respite from business and fatigue, on this day of 
rest, enables me to observe, that the caution of his Eminence is an indication of 
his prudence. His dread of evil consequences from a declaration and decision 
against the validity of the mixed marriages in question, is certainly well 
grounded ; but I do not apprehend the smallest inconveniency from establishing 
their validity. 

No real innovation would thereby be introduced amongst us, because, such 
mixed marriages have been, and are de facto regarded as indissoluble in the very 
districts where the discipliue of the council has been even lately enforced. If 
I am not mistaken, the laws of this kingdom do not annul these marriages, 
unless they are solemnized by a Catholic priest. If he should unite two 
Protestants, the marriage is likewise null and void ; and in either case he is 
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, as p. stat. 19, Geo. II. chap. 13, 
sect. 1. anno 1748, and stat. 23 ejusdem cap. lo, sect. 3, anno 1750. A 
degraded minister of the established churc^ or any layman ^>retending to be a 
clergyman thereof, is guilty of the same crime ; but the marriage ^terformed by 
either, or a hcensed minister, is not declared invalid, and the last incurs no 
penal^. Stat. 12, Geo. 1., cap. 3, sect. 1. I have made these extracts from 
buUinbrooke’s abridgment, Titulo Marriages, 

I said that no innovation would be introduced amongst us, were the decla- 
ration and instruction of the Holy See respecting Holland to be extended to this 
kingdom ; because they would only ratify what is already universally practised, 
notwithstanding the sproulative doubts of some prelates about the spirit and 
moaning of the Tridentine law. 

As to myself, although I have frequently and seriously considered the subject 
in every point of view, I have not ^covered any solid reason for altering my 
opinion. 1 still regard the marriages of Protestants with each other, or witn 
Catholics in any part of the kingdom as valid. The account given by Benedict 
XIV. , in hU work De Synodo Dioeoesana, of the deliberation of the canonists and 
divines, and likewise of the decision of the S. Congregation of the council in 
1741, on the subject, appears to me very satisfactory. The arguments in the 
8th, dtii, 10th, 11th, and 12th numbers of the sixth book and chapter are 
remarkably conclusive, aud undoubtedly determined him to publish the cele- 
brated decree and constitution— Matrimonia. 

I agree with Cardinal Antonelli that the marriages of Roman Catholics and 
Protestants are unlawful, wicked, and dangerous, and of course have been 
always, and are still reprobated by the church ; but I do not imagine that a 
d^laration from the Holy See of their being, what they are now held to be, 
validy would increase them. 

A repeal of the civil laws annulling them, and mentioned above, would 
multiply them much more effectually. I do not wish it for that very reason. 

His Eminence, in stating the different situation of Ireland and Holland with re- 
gard to these marri^es, says : — “ Nam pro Hollandia vehemeuter ambigebatur an 
memoratum concilii Tridentini decretum esset promulgatum in singulisparochiis ” 
Now, I apiJeal to you if it does not clearly apjHiar from BenetUct XIV. Ibid. Num. 
viiL ana ix., that the divines consulted by him, not only abstracted 
from that question of fact, but likewise established the validity of the marriages, 
even admitting that the decree of the council had been duly received and pro- 
mulgated in Flanders — I mean the United States. 
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Ab to the greater or lesser number of Catholics in Ireland and Holland ; and 
other discriminating circumstances between both countries, mentioned by the 
Cardinal, they are quite extrinsic to the main question, which is plainly this : — 
Does the decree of the Council of Trent, annulling clandestine marriages, affect 
Protestants, or other heretical societies, in all and every place where said decree 
has l>een received and duly published ? 

This question, as I conceive, ought to )>e answered categorically and distinctly, 
without any attention to expediency, which never can alter the nature of things. 

It is the business of those prelates in whose districts the discipline of the 
council has not yet been adopted, to judge of the conveniency of enforcing it, 
after receiving a satisfactory answer to the above query; and such bishops 
as have, after the example of their predecessors, or from their own determination, 
required an observance thereof, are to abide by the consequences as well as they 
can. 

Although no positive and explicit answer has been mven to the above 
question, nis Eminence seems to deliver his own o]>iuion with regard to it when 
he says — “ Nam cum lueretici non minus quam Catholici, Eoclesue legibus sub* 
jecti sint, si Tridentinum decretum pro clandestini matrimonii nulntate vim 
habet pro unis, eandem vim habere de^t pro alteria,” Ac. 

In rr^ humble apprehension this mode of reasoningsavours of what the logicians 
call a Petitio Principii. All Catholics must acknowledge that Christians of every 
denominationare ingeneral subject to the church on accountof their baptism ; but 
the prelates of Ireland, and many others, doubt whether Protestants or other here- 
tics are subject to a particular disciplinary law or decree of the Council of Trent ; 
and give very plausible, if not convincing, reasons in supi>ort of the opinion 
which affirms that they are not. In this state of uncertainty the Holy See is 
consulted, and the prefect of the Sacred Congregation (inadvertently, I am sure) 
answers by supposing what is questioned : — “Nam cum lueretici, Ac., ut supra.** 

From my above remarks you may easily guess my answers to the queries of his 
Eminence : — Ad primum respondeo — In provincia Dublinensi nonaum publica* 
turn fuit memoratum concilii Tridentini decretiun : In majori vero parte jiaro- 
chiarum cjeterarum Hibemi®, diversis temporibus receptum et promnlgatum 
fait In nonnullis parochiis extant diet® promulgationis authentica documenta ; 
in omnibns vero dicti decreti observantia repetenda est non a regni legibus qui- 
bus matrimonia ipsorum Protestautium inter se vel cum Catholicis, coram 
sacerdote Oatholico celebrata, irrita et nulla declarantur ; sed a sacri concilii 
statute, ad effcctum illud omnimode exequendi Ad secundum — Porturbationes 
maxim®, aliaqtie ingentia incommoda certissime orirentur in hoc regno, si dicta 
matrimonia irrita et mvalida declararentur. Si valida declarentur, mSlum incom* 
modumtimendum, cum jam proratiset firmis habeantur, etiam in iis locis in quibus 
publicatum fuit Tridentmum decretum. Ad tertium — Cum impediri nequeat pro- 
miscua Catholicorum cum h®reticis communicatio, nimis frequentia sunt inter 
ipeos matrimonia istiiis modi clandestina. Ad quartum-<-Si nulla declarentur, cer- 
ium est quam plurima matrimonia jamdiu contracta in iis locis in quibus concilii 
decretum pubheatum fuit. cum ingenti familianun incommodo et dissidio, nec- 
non publico scandalo irritanda et perfringenda fore. Ad quintum — Nihil moles* 
ti® aut detrimenti timendum est ex parte ssscularis potestatis. In impedimento 
dirimente matrimouium ex consanguinitate vel affinita^ aliis<^ue discipline 
capitibus, diversa est praxis Catholicorum et Protestantium, qum ea rations 
aliquid damni rei Catholic® obveniat Ad ultimum~Cum pro ratis et validis 
jam communiter habeantur matrimonia de quibus agitur, uti supra in responsione 
ad secundum quwsitiim ; non possunt multi|)licari ea declaratione facienda quod 
valida sint : si vero leges civiles talia matrimonia irritantes modo supra expresso 
ad primum quccsitum, aliquando revocari contingat, tunc quidem adeo miutipU* 
can {Htssun^ ut periculo h® rests amplectend® ex^Kmantur contrahentes et 
pndes.” 

“ You are at liber^ to use the above communication of my thoughts as you 
may think proper, f have worded it in the most unreserved and candid man- 
ner in obedience to your command ; but would not wish to convey the most 
distant idea of disrespect towards C. Antonelli, or secretary Borgia. I am 
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long and well acquainted with both, and can assure you they are remarkable 
for profound extensive knowledge, consummate prudence, and disinterested 
zeal. I desire to know your opimon of my reflections, and pray you to com> 
municate it for my instruction. 

** It would be madness in us to adopt, and enforce the discijiline of the council, 
imtil a satisfactory reply shall come from the city ; and should it be ** pro invali- 
ditate,*’ I think it (tne decree) ought never to be published in this province. 
In this, and every other matter, I shall ^ways i>ay due deference to your better 
judgment. 

**Maggiora, auditor-general to the nuncio at Brusselles, iu a letter of the 2dth 
May, says the S. Cong, nas determined to appoint one of the Armagh suffragans 
coadjutor to Dr. Blake, and desires me, in the name of the congregation and his 
Excellency, to recommend the one I think in my conscience the most worthy and 
fit. Without much hesitation 1 answered on the 15th instant, and recommended 
Dr. Plunket of Meath. This transaction, in my opinion, ought to be kept private ; 
otherwise the disaffection of some, and ambition of others might fnutrate this 
measure, and protract the scandals in Armagh. Pray, what news from S)>am 
and Lisbon f If the colleges there are not speedi^ re-established the consequences 
may be fatal to religion in this country. The ^^nch modes are already become 
too fashionable amongst all ranks of our people, Mr. O’Connor enclosed a copy 
of the decrees you received from the city about the new offices and indulgences. 
1 see the office of the passion has not been granted. Has our friend Charles Kelly 
given you any communicable news ? The above decrees, and the one about the 
obligation of p. priests to apply their masses on Sundays, Ac., for their 
respective flocks, ought to be published in next year’s directory. I hope the 
new supplement is iu forwardness. It is full time to let you breathe after reading 
this long scroll. I shall finish it with sincere assurances of being with unfeigned 
sentiments of respect, esteem, and attachment 

“ Most Rev. and Hon. dear sir, 

** Your most affectionate and very humble servant, 
“li* JoHU Thomas Troy.” 

** The Most J?ev. i>r. Carpenter" 


Note to. Chapters XI. and XII. 

What we have said in chapters XI. and XII. of these memoirs, when treating 
of the Synods of Clones and Ardpatrick, shows how zealously the prelates of the 
province of Armagh exerted themselves in restoring ecclesiastical dis^line as 
soon as the circumstances of the times allowed them to assemble. Tne same 
zeal was manifested in the other provinces. In the valuable and learned life of 
the Most Rev. Dr. Murray, of happy memory, published by Monsigr. Meagher, 
we And, at page 111, an illustration of the spirit of the bishops of Leinster. 
The collection of canons of the same province, published in 1770, is also very 
valuable. In the Statuta Synodalia of Cash^ published in 1813, mention is 
made of several synods of that province. But, perhaps, during the times of 
persecution there was no svnod held more deserving of our admiration than that 
celebrated in Galway in the year 1632, under the presidency of Dr. Malachy 
O’Quigley, who soon after died a martyr for the faith at Sligo, in 1645. Though 
not connectetl with our memoirs, we publish here the decrees of that synod, a 
letter of Dr. O’Quigley, and another of Dr. O’Dwyer, who was afterwards Bishop 
of Limerick, liiese documents show the desire of the Irish prelates of that time 
to promote discipline, and prove that they were men of great theological learning. 
It is to be regretted that we have not a full collection of all the synods of the 
Irish Church, which would throw light on our history, and fix the succession of 
our bisho|>s. ^ 
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1. Leitrr of Dr. Malachy O'QuigUy^ Archbishop of Tuam, to Otc Cardinal 
Protector of Ireland. 

“ Eme. ac Revme. Dne. 

“Anno quarto a conaecratione currente, memor profeasionis et juraraenti turn 
factiquoobstrictusteuebarqiiolibetquadrieimio Poiitificis max. |ira*8t*ntiam adire, 
etcoram injunoti nastoralia officii rationem reddere, iilq. i>er8onaliter, ai fieri posset, 
aut certe j>er tidelem nuntium, cumq. ut ex anlmo cupio, et omnino debeo, ibi 
in propria persona interesse non {M>Bsim, sa*vieute in hac aftiicta patria jierse- 
cutione, ne tideles mihi concrediti, qui su\ vultmn proprii Pastoris confimiari et 
coDSolidari solent, existimarent se desertoe, et me forte mercenarium, qui lupo 
%’enieute fugcrem, et pnesertim quod sumotus ad tantiim iterconticiendnm neces- 
sarii omnino mibi desunt, qui tantum fidelium ebaritate et l)euevolentia sustentor. 
Quare Pdo. admodum Domino D. Edmundo Dwyero nostrse Provincite in url)e 
procuratori commisi curam reddeudi rationem villicationis mca*, ex quo assump* 
tua sum ad Arcbiejiiscopatum Tuamensem coram SSmo. Domino Kro , et Ema. 
Dominatione Vra. ea, qua par est, animi submiMsione rogaus Kmam. Dnem. 
Vram., ut alwentiam meam invitam quidem ]>ro sua benignitate excusatam apud 
suam Sanctitatem habeat ; et pra*<licto Dno. Dwyero, et nulli alii ei opjx)sito in 
rebus noetram Provinciam concernentibus, aut in Pi*jelatorum in ea ])romovcn- 
dorum promotionc fidem habere dignetur. Interim D. O. M. suam Sanctitatem, et 
JEmam. Dnenu V'ram., qu» huius affiicti regni ecclcsiamiu suum jxatrocinium, et 
benevolentia^ siniun suscepit diutissime incolumea servet suw sanctse eccleaiae, 
communi bouo. et bujus desolatre patriui consolationi, ut ex toto corde optat 
Ex loco nostri Kefugii in Hibernia oie IG, Maji 1G.34. 

“Em®, ac Rvnue. Dnis, vr». servus obseqmua., 

“Malachias, Archiep. Tuamensis.’* 


2. Beport of the state of the diocese of Tuam^ presented to the congregation of the 
Council by Dr. Edmund O'Dwyer^ ageiU of the Archbishop of Tuam. 

** Arcbiepiscopus Tuamensis an. IV. a consecratione currente, memor profes- 
sionia et juramenti, quo obstrictus tenetur, injuncti pastoralis officii rationem 
reddere coram S8. D. N. ai non personaliter, saltern per fidelcm nuntium, me 
infraacriptum per suas ad' Card. Protectorem Aut. Barberiuum Uteraa procurator 
rem et nuntium ad illud munus bumiliter pnestandum {K>ustituit, et ordinavit, 
quod tideliter in bimc, qui aequitur, modum perstringo. 

** Archiepi8CO])U8 Tuamensis suspectus (ler mereticos habitus, quod munus con> 
secrationis intra limites Regni contra atatuta Regis et prohibitiones gravissimas, 
minitantes paenaa in contra facientes suscei>crit, necesse babuit per abquot 
menses fugam cx{>etere, ne prosequeutium insuliis intorceptus, iuiqu® carccra- 
tionis aut exilii damnum ))ateretur. 

**Quando )>riinum licuit, agentem in curiam banc destinavit, qui sedem 
Aplicam-, et Emos. Princij>ea de Hibemiie ccclesi® statu sub ha‘reticorum s®va 
tvrannide ductuantis bacteniis ac j>ene confusce, nunc demum singulari SS. D. 

Urban! PP. VIII. benimiitate non mediHicriter inataurat® plene informaret 
graviumq. ilifficultatum dubiorum ac imiiedimentorum passim exorientium, qui- 
Dus non aliter, quam per Sedi.s Apostolicie dispositionem provideri (> 08 sit, salu- 
taria remedia a<uiiberi procuraret. 

“ Item Pallio recepto, Sacramentum Confimiationis turn in ]>ropria dicccesi turn 
extra de consensu rcs)>ective ordinariorum, ceutiuu mille homiiiibus circiter utri- 
uaq. sexus miiiistraviL 

“ Item suam dicvcesim quotaiiuis in projuia i>r*rsona visitavit, quffi continet 
Insulas iu me<lio mari sitas, aliaq. loca aspera, et iiu>ntusa, ct fere inaccessibdia, 
in quibus ante homiiiiim memoriam nuUus visus est episcopus ; tot ]>nssus est 
incoiiimoiia, objectus siepe j>ericuli8 in mari, siepius in terra noctes a^Ijecit 
diobus ]>edibus incedendo, ut difficile dictu sit, quantis mrumnis, qiiantisq. 
laboribus ouus suum supportaverit ; ca tameu cousolatiunc destitutus est, ut sedem 

23 


Digitized by Coogle 



ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


3S(j 

suam mutrujH)liticam Tuamensein, metu-i>seu(la archiepi, homiDia deperditi in 
ea commorantin, videro nequiverit. Hinc fit, ut in viaitatione bus diceceais Bola 
nobilium Catholicorum charitate eum in domoa suaa hospitio misericorditer suBci- 
pientiuiu, susteutetur. 

“ Item synodum convocavit provincialem, cujus atatuta Sedis aplicse. confir- 
mationc prolmri curavit ; pacem adco cum suia sufbuganeis conacrvat, ut onmes 
unius oris et labii vidoantiir, ac diceccsana metro|x»litani statuta omncH rcceperint, 
iisq. ae ac ruos conforment. 

**ltem hiereticoB ad magnum numenim ecclesiie conciliavit, pnedicationia 
muniia per seiiwum pncstat, quoties per hajreticos licet. 

“ Item Arcniepiscopus Tuamensis nal>et manoria Reu caatella 24. Capitulum 
constat ex Decano, Pnecentore, Archidiacono, Prieposito et 12 canoaiciB, ac 5 
Vicariia choralibiia. Parucbos coiitinet, jam prout res sunt, 56. Parochias 
vero 89, Priel)cnda8 12, Rectorias 16. 

*‘Hfec breviter ex Uteris i|>sius Archiepiscopi TuamensU extraxi, ac de ejus 
mandato S. Cgni humiliter pr^scnto hac die 14 Sopt., 1634. 

“ED.\ruN'DU8 Dwyer, Ageus ArchiepL, 

“ XuameoBis. ** 

3 Decrees of the Provincial Synod of Tuamy hdd in 1682 

“1. Ut lediticium nostnun sinrituale a fundamento suo, fide scilicet exordia- 
tur ; hoc Tuamense concilium legitime congregatum .statuit et decernit, ut omnes 
profesRoresi, confessarii, concionatorea ac hxeretici ad ecclesiam redeuntes praeter 
abjurationem, ad quam In tenentur, coram Ordinario suo, vel ejus guU. Vicario, 
vel alio ab eomm aitero at! id uominatido emittant T)rr)fe.i.sionem fidei juxta bul- 
1am Pii IV., et in Rom Ecclise. ol^edientia se s]>ondGant j>ermansuros.” 

“ 2. Eandem tidei professionem omnes sive in pnescuti, sive in future digni- 
tates et beneticia ecclica. habituri emittere omniuo teneantur, ad pmscriptiun 8. 
Cone. Tridentini.” 

‘* 3. Doceaut Parochi sibi subditoe aljstinere a disputationibus haercticorum, et 
lectione suonitn Librorum, aliorumq. ex professo lubricomm.’^ 

“4. Sacerdotes Sfeculares et regularoa (quibus ex eorum instituto permittitur) 
Sacramenta B;q>mi.. 8. £uch»., Kxtr. Unctiouis, et Matrimonii admiuistraturi 
nec non concionaturi, stola. 8iu>eri)clliceo, vel allxfc induautiir.” 

5. Pastores ad mini.'^trancla sacramenta vocati officio suo fungi non tardent, 
aliocpii graviter punieudi, gravissime vero siquem sine baptismo, coufessione, s. 
viatico, aut extr. unctione raigrare contigerit sua negligentia.” 

“ 6. SinguU foranoi eingnlor. Docanatuum ab Ordinario suo S. Chrisma et SS. 
olea tempestive petant, ea ad sc feiri ciirent per coustitutmn in sacris, et in 
vasis solum argentei.s aut stauneis : uovia ita rcceptu, veteribus amplius non 
utantur, sed quod siqjerest liqtiidum iu bombyce aut gossipio comburatur sujier 
pLscinam, aut decentiori quo poterit modo, ob temponim iniquitatem.’* 

“7. Parochi singuli hatieant libros Raptizatoriim cum nominibus parentura ac 
patrinonim, ac matrinonim nec non et uie baj^tismi exhi1>endos singulis annis 
visitatoribus, imumq. aut uuam, vcl ad sunimum unum, etunam tantum admit- 
tant ad suscipieudiun baptiz:uidum,« 2 etcrosq. non designates significent nuUam 
cognationom spiritualcm contrahere.” 

“8. Doccant8ajjH3populum materii-un et formamBaptismi, ut contingente neces- 
sitate sciant baptizare, ex}K>sititias si recei>ennt cum sale, aut alio signo non 
Bapti. baptizent absolute sine ha^itatione, nullo vero tali signo reperto apud in- 
fautem, sub conditioue baptizent’* 

“ 9. Doceant Paroebi suos aulKlitos Sacramentnm OonSrmationis iterari non 
posse, eiq. debere a confirmandis doli capacibus coufeaaionem pnemitti, et de 
patrinonim obligatione, et cognatione apirituali.” 

“ 10. Moneantur coufessarii, ut normisi sedentes confessiones exci|Haut, qua- 
cumq. digiiitate piRnitentes fulgcant.” 

“ 11. NuUus Sacerdos aut Parochus absolvat a casib. SS, Poiitidci reaervatis, 
aut EpU. extra mortis articuluiu, nisi si>eciali facilitate ad hoc fulcitus, in qua 
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etm. caBU sujHsr irregulAritatibus aut votU dis|>enflarc non nrrosumat, nisi ad boe 
specialem qnoque facultAtcm habuerit a Sede A]>lica., et ab Epi.s. refl|»ective/’ 

** 12. OnmcH ConfeaBarii Bervent Higiilum cuufeBsioniB sub pOMiis a Conciiiis, 
ct Aplicis. Constitutioiiibus inflictis. 

13. Nemo aliquem ad sibi soli condtendum obli^ct ; talcm promissionem etiam 
juratam uti irratiuoabilem ot iiidiscretam hue coucUium irritam esse declarat, et 
qiuiteuuB opus est, irritat.** 

*' 14. Sint cauti confcBsarii in imponendis {Kenitcutiis, nisi prout spiritus, ct 
pnidcntia suggcsscrit Cettc. Trid. cap 8, bh. J4, de Ssmo. pcenit^tia $acrameuto^ 
etpro indiilgeutiis publicandis observeat dccretum ejusd. Cone. Trid.RS. 21, cap. 
9, de ffejorm.^' 

“ 15. Quililjet annoB disendionis habens nini ex legitima causa confessarii 
iudicaveriut tempus prorogarc, commimicare debet ad minus in Piischate in 
Ecclia. sua propria Parochiuli : huic mandate non obedieiis vel in Pivsehate a 
Paruchia al^ns, ac reversus intra octo dies non docuerit sc in Paschate com- 
mtinicasse, denuntiotur statim Ordiuario, ut ab co debite jmniatur juxta S8. 
Canones.’* 

16. Concubinarii non admittantur ad communioncm, nisi prius dimissis cou- 
cubinis, et id fiat cum usurariia publicis, nisi usuris renuntiaverint, et nisi re* 
quisitam a SS. canouibus .sati.sfactionem piwstiterint.*’ 

“ 17* Moneant Parochi subditos non diiferre extr. unctionis susceptionem, ct 
eadem Testamenti conditionem non impediri, et a<l pristinam valetudinem recu- 
perandam nlurimum pnidessc. 

18. Ad minores ordinea promovendi habeant bonum testimonium vitae a 
Parocho et magistro schola?, iu qua cducantur, et alias juxta S. Cone. cap. 5, sb. 
23, de Rtfvrtn. aispisitione.s.” 

19. Clerici s%culares majorib. ordinibus insigniendi statis, nataliiim, vitse 
monimq. probitatis bonum testimonium a proprio ordinario habeant : Regularcs 
vero pnediti qualitatibus recpiisitis ail ordines susciniendos literas dimissorias ab 
eorum superioribiis Regulanb. habeant directas £po. dicecesano scilicet illius 
monasterii in cujus familia commorantur; et si Epus. dicecesanus abfucrit, vel 
non esset habiturus ordinatnes., vel sedcs Eplis. vacarct, ad aliuin queracumq. 
Epum., a quo ante coUationcm ordinum examinentur quoad doctrinam, dummodo 
tamen ipei Regnlares de industria non distulerint concedere dimissorias in id 
tempus, in quo Epus. diteccsaniLs vel abfuturus, vel nullas habiturus easet ordi- 
natnes., ac propterea cum a superioribus Kegularibus Epo, dicecesano absente, 
vel non hal^nte onlinationes liters dimissorue dabuntur, in eis causa absentisc 
EpL dicecesani, vel ordinatnis. ab eo non haliendse expnmenda crit. Quod si 
Regulares ordinandi in nullius din?cesis monabterio commorentur, hujusmodi 
dimissorue concedendse enuit ad Epiim. viciniorem, ol>sei^'ati.s omnibus, quse de 
£]K). dicecesano supra piu'scripta sunt.” 

20. Episcopi solos probat<^ suos subditos et examinatos ad alium Epum. ordi- 

nandos dimittant, et quilibet ordiiiandus ad titulum ^latrimoiiii aut beiieficii 
juret quod titulum ii>sum exhibitum vere et sine fraude }K)S8ideat, quodq. ilium 
non resignai>it vel alienabit, nisi ei de alio sufiieienti titulo sit ]>ersi)ectum, et 
alias ad n^scriptum cap. 2, ss. 21, ds Ref. et cap. 3 8 ss. 23, de Kef. 

21. “ Parochus ante matiimonii solemuizationem interroget expresse sponsos, 
an liberc, et non coacte ad matrimoniuin simul contrahendum advenerint, et 
corum aliquo conquerente de coactionc, ad matrimonii solemnizationem non pro* 
ceda^ noc altcri suas vices committat, quando concurrit suspicio metus vel alia 
legitima causa, sub prena sus^ionsionis an officio et beiieficio. 

22. ^*Omittens denunciationes matrimonium pneiremandatas per Cone. Tri- 
deiitinum nisi eorum remissione ab ordinario in ecriptis obtenta, et monstrata, 
graviter rmniatur. 

23. “Quando sponsi sunt diversarum dicccesium, dccanatuum, velParochiariim 
hortamur, ut liant denimtiationes in utriu-sq. Parociiia publice coram ^>oj)ulo, et 
prius neuter jiarochonim atteiitet procedere arl matrimonii solemnizationem 
Bub poena gravi arbitraria ; denuntiato ali({uo impedimento consiilat ordinarium 
quid facere debeat, nisi locorura ordinariis resiKictive aliter visum fiierit. 

24. “ Nc sint pnesontos Parochi vagoram hominum matrimuniis, nisi obtonta iu 
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Bcriptis licentia ordinaiii, quam concedi noliuuus, absque causes coguitioue, et 
matiu'a deliberatione. 

25. “ Habeant singtdi Parochi ad prsescriptum S. Cone. Trident, librum, in quo 
teneautiir in conscientia scribere nomina et cognomina matrimonio coram ipsis 
juuctorum, et testium ad minus duorum vel trium, nec non diem et locum con- 
tract! mattimonii : huuc librum diligenter custodiant quotaunis monstrandum 
visitatoribus. 

26. Pnetlicent Regulares cum licentia suor. superiorum accedente benedictione 
ordinarii in eccliis suis, in non suis autem habeant e^ressam licentiam episcopi 
cum suor. sui)eriorum licentia juxta praescriptum S. Cone. Tridentini. 

27. ‘ ‘ Sacerdotes seeculares nullo modo praedicare audeant sine licentia ordinarii, 
et ecclesiamm Pastore.s nullum a<lmittant ad conciouandum in suis locis, nisi visa 
])riu8 iu scriptis licentia ordinarii. 

28. “Fugiant Prsedicatores qu®stiones impertinentes, convicia fabidosa, et 
risum moventia proponantq. tantum ad verara fidem, pietatem, et obedientiam, 
ac concordiam conducentia, et alias virtutes Christianas. 

29. “Haec synodus hortatur omnes et singidos Pastores, ut singiJis diebus 
Dnicis et festivis juventutem sibi in gregem commissam cat^hizent. 

30. “Nemo adliibeat in missa alias ceremonias vel preces quam ab ecclialtom. 
receptas et probatas, in canone vero nihil addatur vel mutetur. 

31. “ Etsi Pastorum paui>erta8 altaria pro dignitate omare non valeat, monet 
tamcn syn. hsec, ut altaris paraiueuta sint munda, et Integra semper, et sacri 
calices debite mundentur. 

32. “ Uniformitas c»remoniarum in omnibus eccliis. et ab omnibus Pastoribus 
servetur, nec primitias missarum celebraturo eas liceat celebrare, nisi literis 
magistricseremoniarum illius Decanatus, cujus est celebratums, constet ordinario, 
aut ej\i8 vicario, ilium bene callere c®remonias. 

33. “ Festonim obligatio incipit a media nocte antecedentis diei a<l mediam 
noctem diei festi. Festorum aJiqua sunt ex obligatione, alia vero ex devotione 
observanda. Ex obligatione sunt sequentia, omnes Dominicas per annum, cir- 
cumcisio Dni, Epiphania ; Festum S. Brigidfe, Purificationis B. M. V. ; Festum 
S. Matthias Apli ; S. Patritii Hibemias Apli ; Annunciatio B. M., 2a. et 3a. 
feriae Hebdumadae Paschahs ; Festum S. MarciEvang. quod si ceciderit in Dnicam 
in albis, cclebretur Fer. 4a ]>ost dlam Dnicam tarn a clero, quam a ]x>pido ; 
si vero in aliam Dnicam inciderit, festum servetur iu ilia die Dnica, processio 
autem, et abstinentia a caruibus per totum diem, et jejunium usque ad pran- 
<lium serventur <lie seq. ; si vero translatum in feriam 4am. post Dnicam in 
albis concurrerit cum festis SS. Philippi et Jacobi Apostoloriun, aut S. CVucis, 
celebritas servetur a jiopulo illis ipsis diebus, processio autem, abstinentia et 
jejunium sicut in diebus rogationum transferantur in Sam. fer. ; quando autem 
contigerit iutra octavam Paschai non est abstinendum. Festum SS. Apostolonim 
Philippi et Jacobi, inveutioS.Crucis, Ascensio Dni., 2a. et3a. feriae Pentecostes, 
Festum Corporis Christi, NativitasS. Joannis Bajitistae, Festum SS Apostolonim 
Petri et PaiUi, S. Jacobi Apli, S. Laurentii Mart, S. Bartholomsei Apli. Fes- 
tum Assumptionis B. M. V., Nativitas B. V., Festum S. Matthaii Apli, et Evang. 
Dedicatio S. Michaelis Archang., Festum S. Luca: Evang.,' SS. Simonis et Judss 
Aplorum, Festum omnium sanctor, S. Martini Ejri. et Conf., S. Andreaj Apli, 
Couceptio B. M. V., Festum D. Thomaj Ajili. Nativitas Dni., Festiun S. 
Stephani protomart. S. Joannis Evang., Festum SS. Innocentium et festa 
Patronorum siugularum Ecclesiarum. 

“ Festa vero quee ex devotione obsen^antur, sunt seqq., Visitatio B. M. V., 
Exaltatio S. Cmcis, Commemoratio omnium Fidelium Defimctorum usque ad 
meridiem, Festum S. Catharine Virg. et Mart. fer. 4a. cinenim, et fer. 6a. 
majoris Hebdomafhe usq. ad meridiem devotionis causa pro festis habeantur : 
meminerint omnes, quod dedicatio Ecclite. celebranda sit Dnica. prox. sequent! 
Festum S. llemigii, vel ipsa die S. Remigii, si in Dnicam. inciderit, prout etiam 
in Dedicatioiiibus aliar. Eccliarum Provincial observandum est. 

34. “ Doceant Parochi suas oves siepe fugere su|>er8titiosa reraedia ad morbos, 
vel vulnera curanda a quibusdam pervereis dari solita, qualia sunt censenda 
omnia, quoi nec ex uatura rei, nec ex divina institutione, aut ordinatioiie, aut 
approbatione Ecclice. ad tales curationes Doctorum judicio sunt idonea. 
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35. Exulare faciant Parochi ex suis districtibiis divinatorca, aut pro talibus 
ae venditantea, qualea sunt .«Egy]>tii apud nos et alii, nec non maleticos et 
incantatores. et incantatrices ; praeterca nemlncm admittant ad exorcizaudum 
in suis parocbiis, nisi visa ])rius ordinarii loci licentia in scriptis. 

36. Sin^Ui sacerdotes modeste incedant, crincs non nutriant oblongos, et 
superius labnim habeant rcscissum, quantum temponim iuiquitas patietnr ; 
omnem negotiationem qiitestus faciendi gratia evitent, tabornas uonnisi urgente 
necessitate, cdcndi, autbibendi gratia ingre<liantur, mulicrum consortia fugiaiit, 
et ebrietatcm a se, et a suis, nujusq. causas, reqiiales nem]>e haustus longe 
ablegont, non fidejubeant, neq. coram judice seeculari litem moveant, nisi uU 
actores scqui forum laicorum reorum cogantur jiixta cap. 3 de foro comp. 
Alias si dicti clerici rei, vel causae solius cognitionis Kcclesiasticte sint, adire jutliois 
laici forum, vel ibi respondere aut consentire omnino prohibeantur, neque 
ordinarionim licentiam a<i hoc eis suffragari, scd contra facientes jKicnaa etcen- 
suras a SS. caiionibirs, et in Bulla in die cmns Dni. legi solita inflictas incurrant : 
legant saq>e Trid. cap. 1. ss. 22. De Ref.et sspe alibi, ut eidem se conferment, et 
8U03 conformari faciant, quantum in Dno. bisce nostris iniquis tem^Kjribus 
potuerint. 

37. “Postremo mandat hoc Concilium Pro%nnciale, ut hscc decreta inviola- 
bilitcr obserrentur, si a S. 8ede Apbea. fuerint approbata, cujus censurse et 
judicio 66 humillime submittit. 

** Actum Galviie Anno Dni. 1632, die 9 Decemb. subsignatum. 

“ Malachias, Archiepus. Tuamen. 

“ F. Boethius, Elphioen. Epus. 

** Oi.ivERU.s DE Buroo, Vic. An. Dnacen. 

“Andreas Lincu, Vic. Ap. Alladen. 

“Jo. DE Buroo, Vic. Ap. Clonfertens. 

“Jacobus Falleng, Vic. Ap. Achaden.” 


4 . Decree oj Card. Barberini^ approving the Stntutea of the Synod of Tuam in 

the name of the S. Congregation of the Council. 

“Nos Antonius TituliS. Agathie S. R. E. Diaconus Card. Barberinus nomine S. 
Cngnis Emorum Patrum Concilii Trid. Interj^rctum tidem faclmiis, et attestamur 
Decreta in Provinciali Synodo Thuamen. edita ab eadem S. Cngne. auctoritate 
sibi tributa, examinata, recognita, emendata, aptata, atque approbata fuisec, 
nec non eonimdem Decretorum exemplum apud ipsam congnem. remansisse, cum 
quo hujusmodi decreta in hoc folio incipientia Decreto, et desinentia Drcemim 
ttd*signatuin descripta et collationata in omnibus et per omnia concordant. 

“ In quorum fidem has propria manu subscripsimus, et ab infrascripto ejusd. 

5. Congregationis secretario suljscribi, sigillique noetri improssione inuniri man- 
davimus. 

** Ronue die 6 Maji 1634.” 

Note to Chap. XIII. 

In connexion with the reports given by Dr. Plunket of the state of several 
dioceses, wc publish here two letters of Dr. White, (Vitus) Vicar Ap. of Water* 
ford ami Lismore, written in the year 1606, and addressed to the celebrated 
father of the ecclesiastical annals, Cardinal Baronins. These letters are found 
in vol. 2, p. 228 of the letters and smaller works of the Canlinal, printed in Rome 
in 1759, and give an ititerestiug account of theafiiicted state of our church at the 
opening of the seventeenth century. The sentiments expressed by Dr. White 
are worthy of a tnie apostle suffering for Jesus Christ. It is to the labours of 
such holy men that we owe the preservation of the faith in Ireland. It is 
to be hfiped that every fragment connected with their history may yet be pub- 
lished. 
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Ldier of Dr. WhiU to Cardinal Baronitu. 

**Scripai aliquutics adilluatrissimam et revereudissimam dominationem vestram 
a quo ajqudi in afflictissimam haiic insulam do statu tidei, ac religionia 

Catholic£e, pnocipue vero in mense Octobri proximo elapso, statim a pumicato 
edicto contra Catholicos omnes, sive de clero, sive de populo. Quo edicto stric- 
tissime pneceptum fait, ut ante diemdecimamDecembris sui>erioris anni, omnes 
omuino Jesuits, seminarists, saccrdotes quicumque, et episcopi extranea auctori* 
tate ordinati (sic enim sunt verba edicti) exirent ex universo hoc regno, et sin- 
gulis ejus ]iartibus sub poena supremte in^gnationis majestatis rcgiic, ^iisque pro 
arbitrio infligendis. De cujus edicti rigore S]>erabamu8 aliquid detrahendum : 
hactenus, tamen nihil factum est, immo vero adeo rigido executioni mandatur, 
ut non sit fere ubi catholicus consistat. Kam impius miles sacerdotes innoxios 
noctc dieque insequitur, et sine misericordia persequitur ; hactenus tameu tres 
tantum comprehenderunt, ex quibus unus servatur in vinculis in castro Dubli- 
nensL, alter in civitate Corcagensi, tertius vero omnium fclioissimus nunc, ut 
spero, triumi)hat in coelo cum Christo Domino, nam in furore militum sine ulteriori 
processu, hoc solo, quod se sacerdotem esse fassus est, suspeusus est patibido. Sit 
fcclix, ct faustum initium hoc, et omen ; talibus enim hostiis placatum speramus 
Deumnostrumexaltosancto suo prospecturum, nostriquemiserturum. Intereadet 
nobis gratiam, ut in tide salutifera 8. R. Ecclesise ita r^icemur, nc vel in minimo 
a portis iuferi superemur. Uti sacerdotes sunt prseda crudelium militum, ita et 
Catbolici e populo mode rebus abundent, aulicorum quorundam avarorum quos hi 
iucessanter vexant mulctis, carceribiis, vinculis, minis, insolitis inhumanis^e 
tractant modis, donee eos in extremam }>auix 2 rtatcm, et penuriam adigaut. His 
tamen pressuris non obstantibus currit verbum Domini, nec necessanum, quoad 
fieri latest ovibiis ministerium deest Pra?clarum plurinii fidei Catholic® dant 
testimoniiun, panunque {Deo laus) hactenus profecit, autlucratiis est fidei Catho- 
lic® adversanus, et hostis. Fusius de statu nostro pnesenti scripsi ad reveren- 
dissimum nostrum Ardmachanum, et ad patres societatis Jesu, qui et plene illus* 
trissim® dominationi vestr® totius rei seriem referent. Interea, quum ab im- 
portunis, et malis vexemiu* homiuibus, rogamus, ut pro nobis fiant orationes in 
civitate ilia sancta coram sanctorum exuviis, nosque, quoad fieri potest, juvet, 
Petri successor Christi Jesu vicarius. Inde enim fidem accepimus, inde etiam 
obsecramus, tueatur. Nostro j>cr Christi gratiam non deerimus officio. Plurimos, 
et pneclaros hie habemus u|x;rarios e sccularibus, et religiosis ordiuibus, e socie* 
tate Jesu maximo, qui singulariter sesc in hoc opere genint. Sistere nunc cogor, 
imminentis cujusdam ailmouitus periculi. Christus Jesus domimun meum 
iJlustrissimum nobis, et ecclcsi® suae sauctiv diu incolumem conservet. Water- 
fordi® in regno Hiberni®. KaL Mail MDCVI. 

“Jacobus Vitus, 

“ Vic. Ap. Lismoren ct Waterfordiensu.^' 

Another LtHtr of the same Dr, White to Cardinal Baronius. 

“In mensibus Octobris, et Aprilis proxime ela}>si^ per viam Olissiponensem 
in Lusitania, scripeiad dominationem vestram illustrissimam. Rerum statum in 
negocio fidei Catholic® tunc significavi, raodo vero in longe majoribus versamur 
angustiis. Su [priori siquidem hebdoma<la nova qusdam locis publicis affixa 
sunt edicta, ut saoerdutes omnes quo^uot comprehensi fuerint, absque amba- 
gibus, aut ulteriori processu in viciniori arbore, ant patibulo suspendantur. 
Sit nomen domini Jesu benedictum, qui palmitem omnem ferentem fructiun 
purgare solet, ut fructum plus afierat, cujus divini amoris ista sunt evidentissima 
indicia, et certissima pignoia, quando a sceleratis h®reticis eodem afficiuntur 
coiqtoris membra dedccore, quo a perfidis Jud®is quondam affectus fuit, qui 
caput nostrum est Christiis dominus in propria specie. Nunc ferrum, funesqne 
data sunt impiis et sine fide roilitibus, ut sacerdotes Christi confodiant et 
strangulent. Nuperrirae tres Catholicos comprehensos, quos persecutores suspi- 
cabantur fuisse sacerdotes, exti-emo affecenmt supplicio, e quibus unus erat vere 
sacerdos, reliqui duo erant laici, uti nunc plane constat Sit felix, et fausta ista 
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eorum uativitaA, nitque precor modo foecuuda mar^^biis contrita insula ista, 
qua) olim emicuit confessoribus, et virgiuibus. lu tautas aji^ustiaa redacti sunt 
sacenlotes noatri omnes, ut non sit unu^ ciijus vita non i^riclitatur i^er singula 
momenta. Hactenns semper adfuit Cbristua, queiu iu finem usque nobin non de- 
futurum conlidimus. Pneclare ae haotenus gesseruut Catholici laid, qui cum 
wpiallore carcenim, *quanimiter etiam ferunt bouorum, et fortunanim ra]>inani. 
Furori huic occasionem dedisse videtur adulterina qiuedam bulla Vicarii (’hriati 
nomine a falsariis et maleilictis bsereticis conHcta ; quam non solum in judiciis 
pubiicis judices ipsi comm ]K>])u]olegere sclent, sedetministri etiam in catbedria 
in odium SeiUs Apoetolica* auditoribus suis projtonere, et ostendere. Cujua fig- 
inenti transumptum ad dominationem vestram illustrissimam bis junctum siue 
8auctitati (si ita dsum fuerit) ostendeudum transniitto, ut videat in tali casu, 
mud faetu sit opus. Interea det nobis vires virUiter agendi in negocio anitna). 
Et licet apud veritatis amatores tale commentiim uullam habeatbdem, propterea 
qursl st>dus sit plane ai>ostaticus, et Calvinisticus, tautumque diil'erat ab apos- 
tolici oris oraculis, quantum distat bsereticus a Catbolico, et apostata ab ai>osto]o ; 
nec minimum quo<l cuutincat, dignum sitquodaSanctissimi D. nostri ore probcisci 
imtetiir: ]>erguiit tamen pcrsecutores nostn, ettalifundamentoinnixi, funditiisnos 
l>erdere, et extinguere decreverunt. Procter alia multa, quse in hoc commento 
a^lverti possunt, nec uomen Sauctissimi Domini nostri babetur, neque secretarii 
ejusdem, nec mentio alicujus sigiili, anni domini, aut pontificatus sanctissimi. 
lnsu])cr totus lUscursus nibil aliud cst, quam verborum ineptorum confiisio, sine 
online, methodo, et iu multis sine ullo omnino sensu. Denique boc solo com- 
prehenduntur auctores hujus tigmenti, quod dicatur Consistorium ibi babitum 
luiase in die omnium Sanctorum, ooque tunc ])crvenisse edictum publicatum 
contra C’atbolicoH omnes bt>c inb>co die XXVI. Octobris. Fieri ne autem jnitest 
ut bine in urbem volare i>otuerit quinque <lierum spatio? Transumptum illud 
j»rout circumfertur, transmitto, quod facile in Latinam. aut Italicam transferot 
reverendUsimus noster Ardmaebanns, aut alius quispiam lingua Anglicie peritus. 
Cum igitur in tantis pro gloria Christi domini versemur penculis, ncsciamusque 
qua bora in collo comprebendendi simus a tenebranim ministris, et mibtibus, 
extensis brachiis benedictionem Sanctissimi Domini nf>stri petiraus, utque pro 
nobis oret Deum optimum maximum, ne in tantis ]»enculis nobis desint vires, 
quibus contra veritatis bostes viriliter decertemua Si fieri potest, ol>secro, 
aigiietur douiinatio ve^tra ilJustrissimaagere cum reverendo Patre Claudio Aqua- 
viva societatis Jesu generali praeposito, nt e suis aliquos ad nos mitta^ nam 
quotquot ex ipsius fibis liic sunt, singulares sunt, in hoc in quo pro gloriaChristi 
versamur certaminc, et si juvari iwssumiis, juvemiir oljsecro. Cbrlstus domimts 
dominationem vestram illustrissimam et reverendissimam ecclesiae siuv sanctso 
diu iucolumem cou.servet. Raptim Waterfordise in Hibernia V. KaL Junii 
MDCVI. 

“Jacobus Vrri'S, nt supra'* 


Note to Chapter XXI. 

Under the patronage of Josciih II., the unhappy Emperor of Austria, attera]>ts 
were made, towards the end ot the last century, to give new life to Jansenism, 
w’hich, in the beginning of the same century, had received so fatal a blow iutbe 
constitution, Unigenitus of Pope C’lement XL, as we have seen in chapter 21st. 
The principal agent in promoting the imi>eriiU designs was Scipio Ricci, wdio 
held a synod in Pistoja, in 1780, in which be endeavoured to systematize and 
to propagate the most dangerous principles of Jansenism. His great theologian, on 
this occasion, was P. Tamburini, who was afterwards professor of theology, nntil 
the year 1827, in the University of Pavia. This man, whilst professor in Pavia, 
and previously in Rome, had formed acquaintance with several young Irish 
students, an<l aiq>eared to have infused the jH^ison of his errors into their minds. 
The return of these young men to Ireland excited considerable alarm, lest they 
might attempt anything contrary to the purity of our ancient faith. Hence 
great vigilance was adopted with regard to those young men, and when Pius \‘I, 
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had published, in 1794, his Constitution, Audorem jideiy in which he condemned 
the acts of the synod of Pistoja, the bisho|)8 of Ireland immediately commu* 
nicated it to their hocks, and also hastened to return their thanks to the Holy 
See for its hnal condemnation of the pestiferous errors of Jansenism. 

We insert here the letter of the bishops of the ecclesiastical province of Dublin, 
written on this occasion, and the answer of the learned Cardinal Gerdil. 


LtUer of the BUhops of the Eccletiasiical Province of Dublin to Pint VI., on the Bull 
Auctorem Fidti. 

“ Beati8simb Pater — Qnamquam serins ad nos infrascriptos provinci® Dub- 
linensis in Hibernia antistites pervenerit diu exoptata Sanctitatis su® cousti- 
tutio dogmatica, condemnatoria errorum infaushe synodi Pistoriensis ; null! 
tamen priores nobis ac promptiorea, obedicntdam, venerationem, atque religionem 
in eamdem prsestare unquam |>oterant : quando^uidcm (ut Himonis Hetheriani, 
lib. 3, cap. 10, de Process. Spiritus Sancti verbis utamur), ‘Jfiquum e8t,ratnm 
habere, quod tanta ecclesia dccernit, quod tantiis pontifex annuntiat. Qni autcm 
I>rinue sedis, immo totius orbis prsesuli resistant, Christi dispositioni resistant ; 
et nisi resipiscant, contumaci® judicio plectuntur. Quictmquo Christi naviculam 
spemit, incaute navigat, et nisi plumbeas molas pervicacitatis abjiciat, influent 
in cum maria.’ 

“Pncdictam ergo auream constitutionem, ceu ab imniobili Petri cathedra ad 
nos missani, intimis meilullis, atque toto cordis affectu exci])imus, veneramur, 
atcjue amplectimur ; et a grege nobis concredito, (quern, Deo opitulante, nulla 
ejusmodi Pistoriensium errorum contagia hactenus lajserunt) observari prospici- 
emus, conscii ex S. Iremeo, ])atre anticpiissimo, * Sedem tuam propter potiorem 
]>rincipalitatem earn esse, ad quam coiifliuint qui sunt undique tideles.’ 

Quocirca, quemadmodum Patrcs Calcedonenses lecta auditaque epistola dog- 
matica $. Leonis Magni plena voce plaudentes dixerunt ; ‘Petrus per Leonem 
locutus est,’ ita nos Constitutionem Beatitudinis Tu® audicntes, in has voces 
incunctanter heti erupimus : Petrus per Pium oracula fundiL 

“ Qua in re nescimus profecto quid admirari potius dcbeamus, procacitatemne, 
audaciamquc hominum pctulautium, qui majori periculo, et fcediori scandalo, 
quam eorum inter quos hie verscomur, vel prope ipsum Catholic® uuitatis centrum, 
et a(K)stolicum vorticem, tarn absurda et impia effutire non erubuere : an robur 
invictum, ])astoraIemque vigilantiam Sanctitatis tu® in arcendis e caula domi- 
nici gregis lupis, noxiisque, ac vinilentis herbis evellendis, salutaribusque plau- 
tandis ; at<jue abscissa zizaniorum mala radice, electis seminibus in Evangelico 
Agro conservandia. 

‘ ' Gratulamur itaque Bcatitudiiii tu®, quod et superioribus annis, et postremis 
insimer, magnam tibi Deus exercend® apostolic® auctoritatis et virtutis, tot 
pronigatis, contritisque erroribus, materiam 8U]q>editaiit ; quod inter c®tera 
Cathmic® nostne tidei credibilitatis testimnnia, ac monumenta non jwstremum 
tenet locum ; ut S. Augustinus contra epistolam fundamenti his ve^is asseve* 
ravdt : ‘ Tenet nos in Catht*lica fide, ab ipa Sede Petri, cui pascendas oves post 
I'esurrcctioncm suam Dominus commendavit, usque ad pr®sentem (tuum) epia* 
copatum successio sacerdotum,’ qui omnes, pro re nata, emergentes ex orco 
errores Vaticanis fulminibus debellaruut. 

“Perge i>orro, Beatissinie Pater, Magne Pontifex Pie, eadem qua coepisti 
pmdentia, magnanimitate, ct fortitudinc Christi naviculam deinceps diutiasime 
giil)crnaro : Deum nos interim faustiora, ac tranquilliora tempora Beatitudini 
tUt® snppliciter exposcentes ab eodem elementissimo Domino, pro cu^us gloria 
tot tant<^>sque laboies et ®nimnas perpessa est, apostolicam benedictionem im- 
ploranius 

“Datum Kilkenni®, nonis Junii, anni salutis, 1706. 

“F. Jon. Tho. (Troy) Archiep. Dublinensus 
“Daniel (Delany) Epus. Kildarien. et LeighliniensLs, 
“Jacobus (Caulfieid) Epus. Femensis, 

“Jacobus (Lanig an) Epus. Ossorionsis.” 
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Atmcer of his Eminence Cardinal Oerdil to the preceding letter, 
“Perillustres et Ampli&simi D.D. 

**Dataa ad Sanctiasiuiuni D.D. uoetrum pneclaras di^n^que omni laude 
amplitudinum vestranim litteras detulit ad me vir spcctatisadmus R. D. Con* 
canen, ad 8anctitatem suam ve»tro i>er me nomine i)erferenda8 : quibus litteris 
eximium veatnim in ezcipienda apoetAica ejus do|piatica conbtitutione, cujus 
iuitium Auctorem Fideu qua iweudo-syuodi Pistonensis erroreH damnantur, 
eensum, animumque, voe ip^os sic alfectos ostenditis, ut quo diutius ilia est a 
Tobis expetita coustitutio, propterea quod non nisi serius ad vos pervencrit, eo 
alacriore studio illam am]>lexi sitis ; et ita quidem nemini ut concodatis qui 
promptiore animo dehitam ei venerationemet obedi^ntiamprcutare unqxiam potuerit. 
Ego vero cum iu hoc nibi demandati gratissimi otficii munere insigne a vobis in me 
profectum beueticium lubens agnoverim, turn et mihi vehementer sum gratulatus 
oblatam simul iu eo {>erfungeudo facultatem optatissimam, quo non minus grato 
munere voa vicii^im remunerari valeam. Nec enim, ut animati estis hetius 
quidquam existimo nuntLari vobis posse ; quodque libentius pro vestra ]>ietate 
audiatU, quam quod jam licet mihi ad vos roferre, non parum certe in hac 
tristitia temjiorum levaminis, et solatii amantissimo Patri per amantissimas 
vestras litteras oblatum esse. In iis Ille cognitum sibi jam pridem, [lersiiectum- 
quo recognovit pristinum istud vestmm erga se, atque hanc apostoUcam Sedem 
egregium studium, vestram assiduam in omni tueudse religionis officio aeduli* 
tatcm, et diligentiam cum i>an praestantis doctrinas laude conjunctam, qua, 
opitulantc Deo, factum est, ut Pistoriensium erronun contagio nullam admuc 
vestiTG curse concrediti Gregis partem attigerit. Ac ijiei quidem pro vestra 
sapientia recte ac mcrito miramini, eo usque progrcssam impudentium hominum 
temcritatem, et audaciam, quos non puduerit talem, tantamque erromm coUu- 
viem pro]>e sacra ij>sa apostolorum limi na profundere. Audax certe facinus, ac 
tale quo tentando baud alienum suspicari, grandius quiddam astutos homines 
animo i>erce}>i5se. Jam dudum tota ilia factio, ut ut ae sanctions vetustatiB 
vindicem jactaret in vulgus, nimiiunque multos multis ex partibus fallaci ea 
specie ad se traxisaet, sentiebat tamen, quamdiu nulla foret pauUo graviori 
auctoritate munita, tamdiu propter illud ipsum factionis, et sectse nomcn, so 
semper in ea procaci contentione inferiorcm futuram, quam ad versus aixistolicae 
sedis dignitatem, quin et episcoi>alis totius ordinis cum ajiCHtolica seoc, ut par 
est, cousentientis luiiversitatem, focdo non minus quam irrito conatu susccpit. 
Huic avertendo incnmmodo id agere c£ei>erunt sectce principos, suisque tandem 
artibus assecuti sunt, ut per unum s^uctum antistitem, tumultuosa cvocata 
condone, sua demum dogmata sacne velut synodalis, et canonic^ sanctionis 
prsesidio firmata, in clarissimae civitatis luce prodireut. Turn sibi visi sunt 
o]>tatem sedem nactos esse, iu qua pestilentis suie cathedram haberent conati- 
tutara, quam cathedne veritatis m Petri Sede divinitus collocatse fidentius 
opiM)iiereut. 

V'erum est Deut in Israel^ (1. Keg. c. 17. « v. 4C,) qui appreJiendit sapientes 
tn cututia eorrtm^ et pravorum consilia disstpaiy (Job, 5, 13. 1 Cor. 3, 19.) Cum 

I>ercrebc8cerot in (ties fama Synodi, eamque siii autores in exteros quasque 
nationes sua cujusque lingua propagare satageront, turn vero intonuit de Cctlo 
Dominusi* Vox Petri audita est, vox virtutis ad dcstructionem per Dei poten- 
tiam omjiis altitMdinis extoUentis se adversus scientiam Dei, Hac voce, cui continuo 
voces rcspondenint clarisaimorum undique plaudentdum antistitum, pcriculosa 
synodus sic brcvi obsolevit, ut quam auctores sui, et asseclss velut (perenne 
victricis sua^ causae monumentum posteritati propagatum iri contidel^nt, ea 
nonnisi sua damnatione jiene jam innotescat, inflictis nempe notis quibus inusta 
est ad tuqiitudinis memoriam sempitemam. Scilicet h«ec est in Petri Sede, et 
succossione infixa vis, et auctoritas, quam sapienter vos ipsi, Auctore Augustino, 
inter catera Catholicee twstra fdei credibilitatis testimonial ae monumenta non postre- 

* Ps. 17, 14. 
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mum ienere locum* animadvertitis, quippe qui et corncii estis ex h'en(ro Pairs 
anliquUtimo^ earn Sedem esse ad quam ])ro]>ter i)otioreni princip^itatem 
Decease est omnes Ecclesias, omnos qui sunt uudique tideles coufluere — £t revera 
sapientiasimus ille Pater, et Doctor eetati j>ene suppar apoetolorum. cum multi- 
phcium que jam extortse fueraut sectanun varietati, uniim Ecclesiic Catholics 
per orbcm diaperss in una traditione a]>ostolica consensum op|)oaeret, ut eius 
consensus fidem faceret, non per sin^as succeasioucs eundum existimabat 
ad eanun cujusque scnsum exqmrenduna, quod vix, aut imllo imnlo. tieri posse 
iutelligebat. Verum imiun opus, idque satis esse, ad ilLam unam nutximam omvibus 
notam^ in urbe Roma oonetitutam Rcclesiam intendere, in qua scirent omnes a}x>stolic® 
doctrin® plenitudinem sic dei> 08 itam esse, ut per ejiis Pontificum succeasionera 
in omnes ecclesias dimanaret, indeqiie prseconium veritatis descenderet, quo 
hffireses omnes ubicunque terrarura exort®, autexoritur® profligarentur. Itatoti* 
dem i>ene verbis Irenaus, quod et subjecto statim illustri exemplo confirmat Ec- 
clesi® Corinthiorum penes quos cum non pax modo, sed et ipsa doctrin® iutogritas 
paucomm improbitate in maximum proj)e discrimen venisset, utramquenotat ille 
conquisitis aliarum successioniim cousiliis, et senteutiis, sed unis plane Clcmcntis 
Romani Pontificis potentissimis litteris reparatam esse ; Quo iusigni facto id ab 
initio Petri successor prsestitit, quod ®torno Dei consilio disix>situm erat, in omue 
fiiturum tempus a Petro pnestandum, audirt sciL gentes per os ejiis verbum 
£va»gelv\ et credere.f Hrec niminim Romana ilia tides es^ qme, ut Apostolo 
teste, jam turn, annuutiabatur in univorso mundo, sic et universi mundi fidem 
rejmesentabat, ut merito summus ille Lugdunensium Antistes in ea Hde tidem 
universalis ecclesise spectandam proponere, ac dissitis quibusque Scctis opixmere 
non dubitaret. 

“ Utinam vero vestram istara, Pr®8ules Aniplissimi, quotquot ubivis gentium 
])nesunt ccclesiis in veneranda sacra3 illius vetustatis memoria retinenda plenam 
religionis, et pietatis invictam constantiam ®mulari non pigeat, ut simus omnes 
perjecti in eodem senmy et sententia,% Nec se quisquara sinat in\'idiosi3 qiues- 
tionibus impUcari, qu« contentiones pariunt, nec ad aliud valent, quam, si non 
a<l ]>lanG discindendum, saltern ad aliquanto relaxaudum arcti&simum cum 
A]K>stolic® Cathedr® principatu consociationis vinculum qua peidect® nnitatis, 
qu» propria est Corjwiis Cimsti, tirmitas continetur. 

*'Quibus ego rebus commemorandis, quae vestram certe aa])ientiam non 
fugiunt, si pamlo fui longior, quam ferat epistol® modus, et ratio, velira existi- 
metis non id eo factum, quod putem vos a me doceri oportere, qui contra malim, 
valdeque cupiam cum vestra cniditione, turn ct vestris exemplis proficerc ; sed 
unum hoc mihi propositum esse, qutKl et ipsi mihi jucundum, nec vobis i»ro 
vestra humanitate molestum fore spero, simul coneolari in vobis per eam^ quat 
tnvicem est, Jidem vestram atque meam.% Interea Deo Opt. Max. gratias quaa 
possum maximas ago, qui vos miserit, tideles, ac prudentes Miiiistros, et Dis* 
pensatorcs, ut /ructum ajferatis et f}'uctus vester maneal ;|| sem]>er in orationibus 
raeis rogans eum, quantumvis ind^us, et obsecrans ut ad ecclcsi® sure subsi- 
dium, et incrementum amjtlitudines vestras quam diutissime velit servare nobis 
incolumes. 

AA. V.V. 

Datum Romm, hac die 17 Decembris, 1796. 

Servus verus, 

Hyac. Caud. Gerdil. 

Per llluatribus et Amplissimia D D. Archie[>iacoiK>, ac Primati Dubliuen. 

0®terls([ue Episcopia ejus Sutfraganeis. 


* Cent, hares. 1. 3, c. 3. 
1 1. Cor. I. 10. 
li Joh. 15. 16. 


t Act. 15, 7, Rom. i. 8. 
§ Rom. I. 12. 
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ADDmoSAL NfiTE TO CHAPTER XXII. 

At p&ge 264 of these memoirs we have given a letter of the Archbishop of 
Tuun, Dr. James Lynch, addressed to the Cardinal Protector of Ireland. We 
here add a letter of the same archbisho]>, written shortly after his ap|)ointment, 
to the cardinals of Propaganda. It shows the veneration which he entertained 
for the Sacred Congregation, and brings before us the difficulties with which our 
prelates had to contend in preser\'ing the faith in Ireland. 


LttUr of Dr. James Lynch to the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda. 

£MiKE>ms8iMi Patres— Cum multa ab Ecclesia Romana divinitua insti- 
tuta sint, turn illud pneclarissimum, quod vos lidei Catholic£e propagandse pnecase 
voluerit, ut sapientissimi patres contra spirituales ue^^uitias defendereut ecclesiam 
et Dei gloriam promoverent. Prodit annalium vetustas quam vehementer im- 
))ugnata fuerit Catholica tides a paganis, haereticis, schiamaticis, Turcis, et male 
viventibus Christiania ita ut, si Dei providentia non obstitisset, jamdudum com* 
pressa fuisset. Quam ergo sapienter pnevisum est ab Apostolica Sede, ut plenum 
sapientia et Dei zelo Senatum institucret, quern iisdem nostibus tannuam munun 
opponeret, et per earn eandem hdem ubique disseminarct. Docet D. PaiUus ea 
quae habentur in ecclcsia, in qua militamus, esse imagines quasdam eorum, qum 
s\mt in ea, in qua sancti triumphant. Vestram congregationem earn esse arbi- 
tramur, quie primam hierarchiam coelestem reprssentat. Quoniam Vicario Christi 
semper assistens omnes orbia ecclesias a vertice Romano contemplatur, eaq. 
statuit, quibus tides ubique incrementum accipiat. Hoc nu(^r re ijisa compro- 
bavit HiDemia nostra quxe in finibus mimdi constituta et assiduo lab<»re et agone 
fatigata jam respirare ccepit, acceptis i^astoribus, quigregi Dominico invigUarent 
eumque a luporum rabie defenderent. Quod uos omnes inducit ad immortales 
vobis gratias agendas. Continuam curam vestram in regionem hanc postulant 
mala, quibus ouotidie premimur. Nam pneter eas, quas intiia {latimur, calami- 
tates, 81 quaudo foras egredimur, in hostes hdei incidere necesse est ; circum- 
vallamur undique errore infectis gentibus, nempe Anglis, Scotis, Danis, Suecis, 
contra quos plusquam human um auxilium necessariura est. Erit certe jucuuda 
in mali^ et grata in dolore vestra in nos voluntas. Subvenite ergo, Emi patres 
huic Hibemue eedesue tanquam lucemse lucenti in caliginoso loco, ne forte x>er> 
(letuis undis ac tempestatious jactata }>enitu8 extinguatur. Putate hanc esse 
centesimam partem gregis Christi et exemplo pastoris illius, qiii ad qusrendam 
centesimam ovem rdiquit nonaginta novem in deserto, et inventam gaudio ex* 
ultans domiun retulit. Sit ergo per vos, Emi patres ^udium pastor! aetemo 
Christo ob hanc (larticulam gregis sui retentam in ecclesia. Sit gaudium angelis 
Dei, sit uuivenuu ecclesia), sit ctiam 
Prope Galviam 12 Octobris, 1669. 

** Emt, P.P., 

“ Humillmo et Obseqmo. Servo Vro. Jacobo 
Archiepiscopo Tuamensi*’ 
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Introduction to the Memoirs of Dr. Plunket ; or, an Es.say on the 
Persf^utions of the Irish Catholics by the Pdkitan Parlia- 
ment AND Cromwell from 1G41-58. 

Part I. 

General proscription of Irish Catholics by Puritan^ vii.— -Sufferings 
of Catholics m the principal districts of Ireland. — In Dublin, xi« 

— Cashel, xv.— Drogheda, xviii. — Wexford, xxi — Cork, xxiv. — 
Kilkenny, xxvi. — Waterford, xxvii.— In Galway, xxix. — The 
plague, 1650- 5.*!, xxxii. 


Part II. 

General state of the kingdom, xxxvi. ; Edict against the clergy ; xl — 
Other penal laws; xliv. — Perils ofclergy ; xiviii. — TransplMiting to 
Connaught; li. — Puritan colonists ; liv. — Irish exported as slaves; 
Ivii. — The oath of ahj ura^on ; lx.— -Constancy of the Irish in the 
faith ; Ixiii.— Decay of .Puritan colonists ; Ix^ 


memoirs of most rev. dr. plunket. 

CHAPTER I. — Early Life of Dr. Plunket. , 1 

Dr. Plunket Iwrn at lAuighcrew in 1629 ; 1. — Conned^ with the 
families of Fingal and R()8Common ; 2.— Letter of Dr. Patrick Plun - 
ket of Ardagh, regarding his family ; 2 — Dr. Oliver Plunket goes 
to Rome in 1645, with b. Scarami>o and John Brennan, afterwards 
Archbishop of Cashel; 4 — Journey to Rome; 5. — Account of the 
virtues of ^arampo ; 6. — His death by the plague in 1656 ; 8. — Dr. 
Phmket’s letter regarding him 9 — 1-9. 

CHAPTER IT. — Dr. Putnekt pitrsueh his studies in Rome. 10 

Account of Irish college in Rome ; 10. — Anxiety of Irish bishops for 
its foundation; ib -—P]oundecl by Cardinal Ludovisi and Father 
Luke Wadding ; 11. — Under the Jesuits ; ib.— Dr. Plunket entered 
this college in 1646 ; 12. — Testimony of the Rector Locke as to hia 
proficiency; il>. — Studies canon law in the Sapienza; ib.— Obtains 
leave to remain in Rome ; 1 3. — His acquaintance with Cardinal Pal- 
laviciuo. Cardinal Odescalchi, afterwards Po|)e Innocent XI. — 

With Monsignor Cerri ; 13- 14.— Account of death of the last prelate ; 

17. — Dr. Phutket, in 1654, enters the house of S. Jerome, bmongiug 
to the Oratorians, but was never an Qratorian ; 17-18. — Dr. Plunk^ 
exercises his piety in visiting hospitals and sacred monuments in 
Rome 18. — His martyrdom foretold by a Polish chaplain of the hos- 
pital of S. Spirito ; 20. 
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^ • 

Errata. — At page 5, line 22 — for 1845, read 1645. Page 17. — The {>a88age 

of Catalan! referred to is found at page 313, vol. iiL, edition of Paris, 1852, of 
his Commentary on the Pontifical. 
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